
L Capsizing is too frequent in modern racing 
E machines, so amateur designer Charles 

S Beresford went in search of more stability, 
S freeboard and less week-end anxiety . 
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WHE any new dinghy de ign i publi hed , there arc alway 
people' ho wonder audibly why the cxi ting hoice ha been 
added to. With fair rea on. 

In my ea e, I could not find a ingle de ign in South Africa of 
a boat under 15 ft. that was capable of doing all the thing I wanted 
it to do in normal ummcr weather at Zeekoevlei. (Thi last is the 
telling phra e. Anyone will tell you that it blow hard for mo t of 
the time.) 

I wanted a boat which would be fun to sail single-handed, which 
would carry a middle-aged party of three, plus dogs and pi nic 
ba kcts; which would be light enough to be towed by a mall car 
and which wo uld be quick and ea y to rig. 

Ancillar)I reason for the e demand . were a wife who is um ient ly 
keen on sarlrng 10 want to go on doing tt, but who refu e point­
blank to be an acroba t- and the fact that I wanted 10 design a 
boat, anyway. 

My previou dinghy was the e cellent G.P. 14 designed by Ja k 
Holt. I am aware that the hair- hirted regard this model a relatively 
tame, but it was a lways exciting enough for me and rather Jes 
stable than l \\anted . (Again , in typical Zcekoevlei weather in 
summer.) 

The new boat is as you see it. 13 ft. 6 in. overall length . 6 ft. 
moulded beam and 5 ~ in . draught ex board. D . W.L. is 12 ft. Water­
line beam 5ft. 

She wa built for me by Hilary Spears , of Spearhead fame, of 
three t in . kins of ilver pruce, using the ame excellent sy tern 
of continuou beam-10-bcam diagonal trake a he employs on 
his own boat . 

There i a bulkhead ome 4 ft. back from the bow and sweeping, 
curved, rather narrow side deck enable the owner to sail from 
inside the boat in rea onable weather. 

Having decided that thi wa to be a family boat , stiff as a church 
and bcamy a the very devil. l then tarted to worry about per­
formance- for no one, not even one o et on tabilit y a I, can 
abide a low boat for long. The ingle ail , therefore, is full y battened 
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and of 90 q . ft. (a tually a Yachting World Solo ail in tcrylcne), 
and the ma l, Ii in. athwartship and 5 in. depth , swivel with the 
sail on a ball joint at deck level. This cuts down windage and adds 
u eful additional area 10 the a il. It is heetcd to a full-width track 
on the centre thwart which keeps the ail free from twi t off the 
' ind . 

ai ling I mpre sions 

Early da)IS, really, to ay much abo ut thi but. o far , ailing in 
ompany wnh my old boat (now fitted \ ith an Enterpri e ruising 

rig) , he eem to hold her own pretty well with approximately 
the ame load as the G .P. (Thi particular G.P. , now owned by 
Tony Coll ier, is omc 50 lb. lighter than sta ndard .) 

She plane ea ily with two up and with great alacrity inglc­
handed. Here. the great di lance from the centreline to 1he side of 
the boat. and 1he ab ence of any u eful pro1uberances to hook your 
feet under prevcnl the potentialities for ii ting out from being fully 
reali ed. She really need toe trap , ome1hing I have no1 done o 
far. 

With one up. she noats on a water line of abou1 11 f1. 6 in .. a 
beam of about 4 fl. 6 in ., and a draught of probably 4 in. Under 
the e condi1ion she is rea onably siable bu1 quick and lively and 
ready 10 use her full leng1h in 1he lighte t popple. 

With her designed load , a ll 1hc c dimen ion increa e, he be­
come more ma1ronly and behave wi1h great decorum. but with 
flashes of spirit. She goe to windward clo e and fa t- another 
urprise considering her grea t beam . Gho ting and in ligh1 wind , 
he moves well. Her cockpit, a can be imagined, i huge and 

unclutlered . 
Hull' eight, although I have not weighed her, i mo l certainly 

well below 200 lb . A rea onable e tima1e i 210 lb. with board 
rudder, gear, sail , ma t and rigging. ' 

I mu t ay I a m very plea ed with her. With her laun hing was 
di pelted the depre ion one felt at times when i1 eemcd that such 
a fat boat could not pos ibly ai l well. Prac1i a lly everyone who 
has seen her ha commented favourably on her looks, and many 
on the easy way he moves. 

One of the ni cest things about her is her beau 1iful balance. The 
helm is finger light no matter what the degree of heel and he 
rarely take more 1han five degree of helm on a bea1 or a rca h . 
This is urpri sing a nd I cannot ac cunt for it, considering 1hat 
he i ca t-rigged and fat in 1hc bu1tocks. 

l do not think I am indulging in wi hful thinking when I say that 
he i al l, and rather more, 1han I hoped she shou ld might be. 

H er name is Hebe. One a lway think of the cupbearer to the 
Gods a certain to be plump (but comely). no1her boat from the 
a me mould is now being completed for my friend Mordaunt 

Milner who, with a p ica ant ense of cla sica l continuily, i calling 
her Ganymede, Hebe' male ucces or in the ccles1ial drink busine ! 

SO UTH AFRICAN YACHTING : January/February, 1960 

WATERLINE OF 

*
ON A LOAD 

12 FEET AND WITH A SAIL 

AREA OF 90 SQUARE FEET, 

THIS MODERN CATBOAT SHARES TWO 

MAJOR DIMENSIONS WITH THE NEW 

RACING 'ANDY '-THEN THE LIKE-

SOUTH AFRICAN YACHTING : January/February, 1960 

NESS ENDS ABRUPTLY. BUT BOTH 

BOATS ARE BUILT OF LAMINATED 

PLYWOOD, HAVE OTHER MODERN 

FEATURES AND HAVE BEEN EQUALLY 

SUCCESSFUL IN ACHIEVING THEIR DE­

SIGNERS I DIVERGENT AIMS. 
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