
Cariad, Mr Flitton's noted cruiser. 

YACHTSMEN LOSE 
A GOOD FRIEND 

MANY people in Sailing, and Business for that matter, will 
miss the quiet, unassuming shy "Flit" as he was known 
to all his close friends. In spite of our age difference, he 

and I were close friends, particularly for the past five years 
during which time he re-appeared in small boat sailing circles. 

Mr. Flitton's yen for sailing began very early in his life on 
the pond at Radwell, his parent ' home in England, where he 
sailed in the mo t primitive of craft. . . . 

He came to South Africa on the suggesuon of his friend, 
F. C. Alderson, who preceded him i_n 1912, and joined the 
Army in World War I, later tran~fernng to the R.F.C. where 
he aw the war out as a mechanic. 

Using their gratuities, 
he and Alderson et up 
their own business in 
Pretoria in a very small 
way soon after their return 
and apparently made 
enough profit to consider 
buying a boat each, which 
they launched on the 
Hartebee tpoort Dam as 
it began to fill in I 922. 

Flit's first racing boat 
wa a 20-footer called 
Unit purcha ed in Dur­
ban, which he used 
until about 1935 gaining 
experience and becoming 
prominent in yachting 
circles. 

1/ene, built by Herby 
Spradbrow was the mo t 
up-to-date boat on the 
water and in her he won 
the Dewar Shield in Dur­
ban in 1935 and again in 
1939. I think it was in '39 

that he was the only boat to finish-and that was after 
capsizing three time . . . 

The idea of sailing around the world came to him early m 
hi life too and just as he wa reaching the point where hi 
finance' and time would allow the idea to reach fruition, the 
second War came along and po tponed thing . 

In 1946 when he heard of Cariad I, owned then by the late 
Mr. Wenbourne of Cape Town, he went to England, saw her 
and bought her. 

She had been on the hard all through the War o re­
commissioning her was a major job. They sailed finally in 
October 1947 and reached Cape Town in January 1948, where 
almo t immediately preparations were set in motion for the 
World Cruise. 

SOUTH AFRICAN YACHTING: July/August, 1959 

Anyune knowing anything about ocean cruising will know 
what it mean to prepare for two year at ea. The ship had 
to be thoroughly checked in pite of the work done in England, 
running and standing rigging double-checked and replaced 
where nece ary. 

ot the easie t of problem wa the choo ing of crew who 
came from far and wide and gave the "Old Boy", as he 
became affectionately known to that crew, many headache 
before he made his final choice. Being very con erva1ive, he 
dithered a little, but chose a crew that made hi 2-!-year 
36,000-mile circumnavigation a great ucce which provided 
him with many wonderful memorie and ome 12,000 ft. of 
colour film to enable other to enjoy it too. 

Ronnie Knoop of Safmarine, member of Royal Cape and 
Z.V.Y.C., went the whole way. Frank Morgan, of R.C.Y.C., 
ailed from Au tralia to Cape Town and I was fortunate 

enough to join them in Durban for the la t and by far the 
roughest leg to Cape Town. 

In 12 days at sea we had two ery bad gale , one off the 
Great Fish River and one off Cape Agulha , which tore ail 
to ribbon and cau ed the lo s of a lifeboat. We limped into 
Cape Town on the leading edge of a north-\\e ter a orry mess, 
but with morale e tremely high. 

With the wanderlu t till very trong, Mr. Flitton almo t 
immediately planned a econd voyage, which tarted in 

ovember '52 and clo ely followed the track of the first cruise. 
However, when at Cairns in north-east Australia he heard 
new of the death of his partner and friend, Mr. Alder on, 
on June I (note date-exactly five year before Flit) 1954 and 
he followed the most direct cour e from there ia Thur day 
and Chri tmas I lands, Cocos and Mauritius to Cape Town. 

Cocos to Mauritius was the longe t di lance they ever 
covered in one hop and, apparently, it gave them the most 
wonderful sailing-roaring along in the S.E. Trades doing 
JO knot through the 24 hour for days at a time. 

After a year or so of re tlessness, Mr. Flitton appeared to 
settle down and re-developed his interest in small boat sailing 
and our affairs in S.A.Y.R.A. 

He devoted many hours of hi own labour to the T.Y.C. 
building wall , step , rockeries and doing many jobs around 
the club often at the expen e of his own property, which 
adjoins the club. He gave, too a block of bedrooms to our 
Club which are used extensively. 

He al o bought the Strodl Sharpie Calypso, which was built 
for John Sully, and sailed it very successfully right up to the 
time of hi death. He sailed in 26 race in this season in all 
weathers. In fact he capsized one day and spent quite a while 
in the cold water, but was quite unperturbed. 

As people know, he closely followed my sailing activities and 
vi ited the Zeekoevlei, Germi ton, Durban and Hermanu 
Regatta with us. He never missed a move in a race and, in 
his very quiet way, made ure 1 knew of the wrong move 
afterwards. 

He wa intensely intere ted in sailing in thi country and I 
feel looked forward to at least another 10 year of clo e 
a ociation with the types of people he knew and loved 
irre pective of age-because they, too, knew the meaning of 
Sun, Wind, Water and Sails. 

DlCK RICHARDS 

Cost of Ocean Racing . 

U DER the tag "Taking tock" Lloyd' Yacht Club ha 
put out a urvey of the sailing it yach_t L111i11e ~a done. 
since he was built by Camper and 1cholson m I 952 

Jn even sea on L111ine has ailed the equivalent _of I½ 
time round the world. More than I 00 yacht men crew _m ~er 
every year and she ha taken part in 47 ocean race , winning 
I and being placed in 13. . . 

Although he i mainta\ned to t~e h1ghe t tandards and 1 
fit for everything, many will be envious over the amount spent 
on Lurine annually. An average of £3,300 a year seems over­
lavi h. 

Of thi £1,000 is recov~red in ch_arter fees. Most of \he rest 
come from gifts from ph1lanthrop1c members of Lloyd s. 
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