
THE GRADUATE 

* D U RBA N AND Length 12 ft. 6i ns. o.a. 

RHOD ES IA FAVOU R Beam . 4 ft. ?ins. 

TH IS VARIATION OF Sail Area . 83t sq. ft. 

LOW-COST SA ILIN G Weight. 170 lb. (min.) 

IN 1952, Dick Wyche who, with his partner Digby oppock, had 
been designing and building racing dinghies in England for many 
years, wa cornrnis ioned by the magazine Light Craft to design a 

racing dinghy which, though a thoroughbred, would retail at less than 
£100 including sail . The result wa the "Graduate" which was in 
fact sold for orne years in England at between £90 and £100. 

The Grad is really a hard-chine ver ion of the British ational 
Twelve or the Firefly dinghy. It has the same ba ic characteri ties 
(other than being chine-built and not round-bilged) and has a 
similar performance. 

The class is one design as far as hull form 
and rig are concerned, but deck and cockpit 
layout is optional, some boats having mall 
side decks and side cat s and others having 
rolled side decks. All boat s have approxi­
mately 1.500 lb. of buoyancy in compart ­
ments forward and aft. and arc easily righted 
after a capsize. 

A deep-chested hull form and pronounced 
rise of floor and keel rocker, all typical of the 
British chool of racing dinghy design , with 
the high aspect ratio sail plan, account for the 
Grad's lively performance to windward and 
the relative ea e with which she i induced to 
plane in wind speeds of upwards of 12 knots . 

The optimum combined crew weight in 
boats of thi size i 280 lb. , but 30 or 40 lb. 
one way or the other does not appear to make 
any material difference to performance 
except , perhaps. in extreme weather condi-
tions . 

As with other similar boats, however, trim 
i of vital importance in getting the best out 
of the boat and, becau e of the rocker of the 
keel, only small movements of crew are nece -
sary to adjust trim for different points of sail­
ing or wind peeds. For example, although 
the boat will tart to plane without any move­
ment of crew, she can usually be started soon­
er by a very slight movement aft of the helms­
man. Once the boat is up, the expert can 
usually maintain a faster plane by gently 
trimming mid hips again . 

The Grad i supri ingly dry. even when 
beating to windward in the rough sea some­
times experienced on Durban Bay. Any 
water that come inboard is u ually only 
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spray which can be dealt with satisfactorily by two small self bailers 
placed one on each side immediately under the thwart . When 
properly tuned and sailed . no execs ive weather helm is noticed and 
surpri ingly enough, this is also the case when the main ail only is 
carried . Yet , under gib alone, the Grad will tack to windward with 
comparative ea e once the technique has been mastered . 

In pite of her two feet shorter waterline, greater beam and smaller 
sail area , the Grad has shown her elf to be more than a match for the 
Sprog in light airs, particularly to windward . In stronger winds of 
course, as would be expected , the Sprog can usually leave her, but 
not by a large margin . 

The construction of the Grad is simplicity itself. She has no frames 
other than the forward and after bulkhead , of 6 mm . ply, framed . 
transom and apron. During building, two temporary frames are 
u ed , one midship and one forward . These are made of scrap wood 
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and are discarded or pa ed on after completion of the shell. 
This gives a very irnple and clean-looking cockpit and strength 

is maintained by a 4 ft. 6 in . long plate case extending right up to the 
forward bulkhead. bottom and side tringers, and two floor boards 
each ide which are actually glued to the bottom ply. The bottom 
ply is 6 mm . and the sides and deck 4 mm . thick. 

In the de ign, the forward part of the body ha been coni ally 
projected to give a very pleasing and efficient entry with the chine not 
becoming apparent to the eye for about 18 ins. to two feet from 

the stern . The entry is slightly hollow, with a 
fairly !.harp forefoot which helps performance 
to windward . 

The mast is teppcd on top of the forward 
bulkhead and rotate' with the movement of 
the boom. It is oval in section and rnea, urc!. 
l :l in . by 31 in . by 19 ft. I in . long and is of 
course hollo" , with 5/1 6 in . wall thickness. 
The main halyard. of wire with a rope tail 
longspliced to it, passes through the ma t 
which is tiffened by a pair of diamond 
hroud carried on a 20 in . spreader and 

extending from near the foot to the ma t 
band. 

The centreboard and rudder are of i in. 
plywood suitably streamlined , the board 
being pivoted on a bolt and controlled by a 
handle and rubber friction brake. The 
rudder blade is held down by a rubber sprung 
lanyard controlled from the tiller so that 
when released. the blade float s up . 

One of the most attractive feature of the 
Grad i the extremely low price for which it 
an be built and it is this, with its delightful 

handling qualitie and sparkling perfor­
mance, whi h have led many member of 
the recently-formed I land Sailing Club in 
Durban to build them. At the pre ent there 
are six afloat and racing regularly in Durban, 
all built by their owners, and another 
18 are in various stage of construction. 
About ix of the e are almost ready for 
launching. 

It ha been found possible, by careful 
buying and a little ingenious improvisation 
in making fittings, to build a Grad excluding 
ails for as little as £40. Sails may be 

obtained for less than £20. 
One local boatbuilder has tarted building Graduates either 

finished. completed hulls, or bare hells with finishing kit , and it is 
expected that this will encourage even more "not so handy" amateurs 
to go in for this delightful little boat. 

The cla s in Britain i administered by a lass As ociation, and 
now ha about 900 boat . In South Africa , be ides the I land 
Sailing lub, there arc two or three other Clubs with Grads in their 
fleet and it i understood that there are a few in the Rhodesia . 

A Class Association wa formed in Durban la t year, which it 
is hoped will form the nucleus of a ational Association , with 
provincial branches. hould it so happen, as is anticipated , that the 
Graduate becomes as pc pular here a it ha in Britain . In the opin­
ion of the author, there is no doubt that there 1 room in thi country 
for an inexpensive 12-ft. racing class which will uit the pockets and 
the temperaments of the more lively enthusia ts and which could 
form a stepping stone to the larger ational Cla ses. :: 

SOUTH AFRICAN YACHTING: March/April, 1959 

Hungry kids make this "galley slave" fee l as good as the o ut­
ing on the water has whetted appetites lo the point where 
the grill ing food sme lls heavenly. Note utens il s. in a 
compact camp set and the portable radio to entertain the 

family while the food is being prepared. 

COCl{PIT 

A perfect dessert for the youngsters when cook.1ng aboard 
a boat is roast marshmal lows . They can do their own and 
the yummy goodness is a treat the(ll look forward to o n 

outing after o ut ing. 
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O
NE of the big thrills for a boating family, be they novice 
or old salts, is eating aboard the boat. This poses few 
problem with overnight c~uiser and larger bo.at 

equipped with a galley, but requires more careful planmng 
when the boat involved is a mall cruiser or a runabout. 

When spending a full day on the water it is seldom convenient 
to find an eating place. Equipped picnic areas are normally 
overtaxed on a week-end, and it i much more atisfying to 
pull into the shore of a little-u ed cove or drop an anchor out 
on the water and have the meal in the boat. 

As mentioned, bigger boats equipped w.ith. a galley mea.n that 
preparing a meal is little different fro~1 similar prepar~tions at 
home, except that the working space 1 reduced. to a minimum. 

But in a runabout or small cruiser the family can enJO)'. a 
picnic on the water even more than on the hore.. And wtth 
one of those new small charcoa l burners set up m the open 
cockpit, ensible care in watching the fire, and .the proper 
ingredients, anyone can enjoy a .modest braa1vle1s or a hot 
meal on the water in a comparatively small boat. 

This i especially appealing when we get into the ome:-vhat 
brisker weather of autumn, which ma~i:s the mell of gnlltng 
boerewors or hamburgers more enticing than ever: 

Your needs are simple for cooking aboard. You will need 
a portable grill, a mall amount of charcoal and a bucket of 
water a a precaution. What you eat depends large.ly up~n 
you. It can be hot dogs and the works- or tt can be nbbetJtes 
or steak . Other might prefer to u e one of tho e ultra­
convenient Handiga cookers . 

Your utensils can be simple. There are nested camp et on 
the market which will provide all the dishe ~nd coo.king pan 
you will need. A portable ice box will help m prov1~mg cold 
drinks and possibly a cold de sert, as well as ~eepmg s.uch 
thing a meat and butter cool if the temperature 1s sco~~hmg. 
A chef's apron will help protect the clothing of the gal.Icy 
slave" who is preparing the meal, and padded pot-hol~e! mitts 
hould be on hand whenever cooking. A roll of foil t very 

handy and paper towelling keeps thing clean: . 
While the cook is preparing the meal , the kids nyght keep 

out of the way by swimming from the boat, or 1f you are 
close to shore, they could take a little exploratory t.np. But 
don't try to stall them too long- being on the water 1s a great 
way to pile up a ravenous appetite. . 

There are a few suggestion on what you might carry, whe­
ther you plan on only one or two meals or a weekend of 
boat-camping. . . 

Such things as in tant coffee or tea! prepared b1scu1t or 
pancake mixes, canned foods of all ~mds, and cereals are 
al way essential if you plan on cook mg sever~! meals . out. 
Don't forget your ea oning , bread, butter, Jam or Jelly, 
fruit juices and fruits. 

If preparing several meats on one trip, take some canned 
main dishes which need simply to be heated. Canned soups 
and vegetables can be u ed in combinations to provide many 
an appetizing meal. Instant de sert are always go.od, and 
may be u ed in combination with fresh fruits. If you ltke eggs, 
break them into a pla tic container before leavmg to ave the 
eggs and eliminate need to di po e of ~hells . 

Many favourite quickie recipes come tn handy. Try cann.ed 
beans heated with weiners; canned potatoes covered with 
mushroom soup; cold fried chicken and potato salad; hot 
soup, followed by hamburgers and hash brown potatoes made 
from potatoe cooked and cubed before the. trip ; any of the 
canned main dishe such as stew or spaghetti meals. 

for meat courses, apart from traditional South African fare, 
weiners and hamburgers lend themselves beautifully to gnlhng. 
Of course so do steaks if you wi h to eat that much or take 
the time to do them. But being les fancy, try ome of the 
canned meats, such as canned hamburgers or sausages, the 
canned meat loave canned hams or canned tuna or salmon . 
Most of the e can he eaten cold if you can't get the fire 
going, but are more deliciou if you can heat them . . 

When you have the meal prepared, eat it buffet style tn your 
boat. Some have mid-decks which serve a a table and some 
have collapsible tables . 

And when you're finished , remem.ber not to throw the re­
mains overboard . Carry an extra big paper sack .or a paper 
box in which to throw your empty cans, old wrappmgs, paper 
plates if you u e them, and your table craps. Leave th~ area 
clean- you might decide to come back tomorrow, and if you 
don't, somebody el e will. :: 
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