
DO YOU KNOW YO UR RULES? 

HUNYANI POSER 
J

OH THORP of Hunya ni Yacht lub on Lake Mac­
llwane in orthern Rhode ia has come up with an in­
tere ting and unusual case which occurred recently. 
The boats concerned were L' Hirondelle (A) and Windward 

(B). 
Both yacht were running free on the starboard gybe 

almo t dead before the wind, A to weather and beam to 
beam. o overta king conditions a pplied , a the yacht had 
converged from clea r a brea t and were running about a 
boat's length apa rt. 

Without wa rning, B uddenly gybed on to the port gybe 
a nd the boom of the two boat j ust touched . As a colli ion 
had taken place, A protested under Rule 30.4(a) (port a nd 
tarboa rd free) as B's ail had certa inly filled on the new 

gybe. The Sailing Committee disqualified A under Ruic 
30.4(6) a he wa windward boa t a nd hould , therefore, have 
kept out of the way. 

With due re pect to the Sailing Commi ttee concerned, I 
ca nn ot ee how they a rrived a t their decision to di qualify A . 
l can , however, find several a lterna tives as to why B hould 
have been di qualified . 

When this query fir t came in I di cu eel the ea c with 
Gordon Burn Wood a nd we both felt that A was in the clear, 
but could find no atisfactory reason a why that was the 
ea e. After much resea rch and head scratching the following 
a re my ea e a ga in t B. 

A tate tha t "B's a il had certa inly filled on the ne' 
gybe." If the Sa iling Committee accepted tha t then the 
matter i clea r. A 's protest under 30.4(a) hould have been 
upheld and B di qualified for not keeping clea r while on port 
tack . 

If, however, the Sailing Committee did not accept A' 
tatement about B having filled on the port gybe, then B 

mu t have been in the proce of gybing. I feel , therefore, 
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KNYSNA QUIZ : Taken from the bridge at t he Knysna 
Yacht Club, this shows a typical situation when start-lines 
are short. Amuse yourself by working out who is at fau lt , 
or what you would have done 1n like circumstances. 
An official verdict, of course, 1s impossible where all the 
craft involved may not be in the picture. 

Photo : T. Wynn-Weston. 

that under this conditi n B hould ha ve been di qualified 
under Rule 30.5(a) (ii) . 

Last but not lea t, if the Sailing Committee wa not ha pp) 
a bout either of the above rea ons there still remain Ruic 
30.6 wh ich , a mong other thing , ay : .. A right-of-way yacht 
hall not a lter course so a to prevent the o ther keepin g 

clear. " 
Thi i the only case I have ever come acros where the 

event took place a has been et out, and there i no ea e 
law or di cussion on the point tha t l ca n find a nywhere. 

It would appear, however, that under the circum ta nce A. 
being wea ther boat, was obliged to keep clea r o f B until one 
or the o ther had drawn clear ahead when a complete! 
different set of ru le and rights of each yacht would a ppl) . 
Now as lo ng a A held her cou r e a nd did not interfere with B. 
he was in the clear. B' right were tha t she could, if he 

wished, gradually lufT A. 
She was not in a position to a lter cour e o a to unfa irly 

prevent A from keeping clear. The onus was also on B to 
ee that no colli ion occurred a much a it re ted on A . 

The position we have then i that B executed a manoeuvre 
witho ut warning a nd o close to a boat which was obliged to 
keep clear, that the latter wa unable to keep clea r. The 
fact tha t she gybed instead of luffing does not , to my mind , 
excu e her action. 

It is only in Rule 27 . I 3(d) where overtaking condition 
apply that it i definitely sta ted that a gybe i not a tack . 
Could it not be inferred, therefrom , that in other in tance 
(for example, this one) a gybe con titutes a tack or an a ltera­
tion of cour e ? Rule 30.6 says in effect: " When your 
opponent mu t keep clear of you, do not alter your cour e in 
such a manner as will prevent him keeping clea r of you." 
Under the se t of circum tance se t out above, l feel that B 
did in fact a lter co urse in a manner which prevented A 
keeping clear. 

I have ub equently heard tha t at the last world champion 
hips in the F.f?. Cla .s •. ski ppers and ~rew were pen?ing a 

lot of time moving their Jib sheet leads inboard and filling up 
the old crew hole . 

ft will be common knowledge by the time this article 
appea r that the permanent comm ittee of the l.Y. R.U . 
have decided to adopt new universal international yacht 
racing rules with effect from Ja nuary I, J 959. 

This will not mean that the new rule will immediately 
become a pplica ble in South Africa, as a ll yacht racing in 
South Africa is conducted under S.A.Y.R .A . yacht racing 
rules . It i highly probable, however, that a t its an nual 
general meeting in July the counci l of S.A.Y.R .A. will decide 
to adopt the new rule . 

G ORD O N GRAHAM 

SOUTH AFRICAN YACHTING: November /December, 1958 

20 

NATIONAL REGATTA 
AT 

HERMANUS 
The Hermanus Yacht Clu b, where the 1959 National 
SA YRA Regatta 1s to be held nex t month, showing the 
clubhouse, gea r shed, lawns and roomy hard . The 
waterfront has been extended on both si des of the 

area 1n this pictu re. 

Above I (1 At the Club's op. non cru1<e euc<ts of 
honour were ctr css Moir41 L !f..'r ( tnd d u hter 

Chant.ii) and Vic Adrrnral W.nson, Royal N ivy 
Comm indcr m Chief. seen h r with Club Com· 

modore Ion W1i11ams (left). 

Above Sadin 1n a romantic "l.1kcl.rnd" scttm under 
Maanschyn Kop, arc a Goodricke dmghy and J Sproa. 

Lefr · Hermanus stJlwarts, A. J "Mac" McCarthy Jnd 
his wife Dorothy who have .1 waterside home near the 

club and whose Ren ros1ty hlS done much to build up 
local yachtm2 focihues. 

Pl•oios • Jo<~ Wt bsrer 
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• •Everything IS laid o n. • • 

QU ITE a pa rt fro m the rac ing. next mont h's a tiona l Sa il ing 
Rega tt a at Herm an us is certai n to be as enjoya ble a a ny 
that have o fa r been held . Never has there been a ve nue 

with o ma ny a ttractions in addition to sai li ng, or a better chance 
fo r the fa mily yachtsma n to give his a ttenda nt cla n a cha nce for 
fun o f their own, without bann ing them fro m the p reci ncts of the 
raci ng. 

The reaso n is: bags of room a nd shade ro und the Hcrma nus 
Yacht C lu b a nd. close by. beaches a nd mo unta ins, ho tels a nd go lf. 
residen t families in their ho liday ho mes a nd co untry ja unt s ga lo re 
in stirring and in teresting scenery. 

The p il gri mage from the High Ve ld a nd no rt h of the Lim popo 
will be a mply repa id . 

T he regatta wa ter itself could no t be mo re beauti ful . o r suitable 
fo r competiti ve sa iling, with the fi ne ex panse of the lagoo n unde r 
im pressive Maanschyn Kop - a lmost as high as T a ble Mo unta in 
itse lf. but greene r a nd less fo rbiddi ng a nd full of hadows a nd cloud 
dapple when the li ght softens in the afternoo ns. 

othing frays regatta nerves mo re than conge tion a mong the 
dinghie coming int o a nd o ut of the wa ter. Ha rd -workin g a nd 
practica l Ion Willi ams, the lub o mmodore, has been busy for 
mo nths clea r ing a grea t wid th o f cl ub wa terfro nt to ma ke ure that 
at lea t 150 boa t ca n eac h have their own pa rking lo t a nd room 
Lo pread gea r, with a clea r ru n down to the water. An unheard-of 
luxury, th is , a t na ti o na l rega tt as. 

O n the slo pes behind the club-house a re ple nt y of trees, where the 
o ld fa rm Sto fv lei o nce stood , a nd here mo re roo m ha been made 
fo r co re of ca rava ns a nd tent s fo r those who a rc no t tempted by 
Hcrma nus's fi ne ho tels. 

Pure mounta in water will be o n tap and ot her necessa ry fac ilities 
fo r a crowd have been la id on . 

The map in idc t his_fo ldc(gives yo u·somC:idca of th(surro und ings 

a nd a lso shown a re the fi na l placings of the rega tt a buoys, as officiall y 
a pproved by SA YRA . The preva il ing wind, of course, o ught to be 
outh-ea t. On the rega tt a Sunday, when there is no racing, fis hing 

a t the seaward end of the lagoon m ight be fun ; or other~ with a n 
outboa rd engine (o r even oa r ) could try the up- ri ver Jaun t to 
Sta nford . The nav iga ble cha nnel is shown on the right o f the cha rt. 

Don ' t forget tha t thi s time eve ry yacht must have a n officia l 
measurement fo rm , from A YRA . Entry forms can be had from a ll 
yac ht clu b sec reta ries. or from the Hon . Sec., SA YR A, P.O. Box 38 , 
Kraa ifo ntein. Ca pe. Entri es close on December JO, but for those 
who spec ia li ze in last-minute decisions, pos t ent ri es will be. accepted 
up to 24 hours before the race- provided the entry form 1s accom­
pa nied by twice the o rdinary entrance fee pa id by the ea rly birds. 

One guinea is the entra nce fee for a ll the races listed below, except 
the a ti o na l Sprog Trophy, 10s., a nd the Single-handed Sprog 
Race, 5s. 

Please remember, however, that post entries will not be accepted 
fo r inter-club event s. Sprog owners are reminded to check the new 
rul es on number a nd type of sa ils permi sible. 

In the inter-provincia l Contest the fo llowing point are worth 
reme mbering: 

The Contes t will ta ke the form of a single contes t in each class. 
Each Prov ince may submit not more tha n o ne entry in each class, 
but need not necessa ril y enter in all classes. There must be a t least 
three provincia l entri es in any class. The Inter-Provincia l Trophy 
will be awa rded to the Province ga ining t he greatest number of 
po ints, ta king a ll classes combined. Each class race w ill be sepa rately 
sa il ed as a di tinct eve nt a nd points will be awa rded under the 
S.A . Y. R.A . Point System. No boats, skippers or crews who generally 
a il in the wa ters of one Province will be permitted to sail in t he 
o ntest fo r a nothe r Province. 

FULL FIXTURES-S.A.Y.R.A NATIONAL REGATTA 
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DATE 

Wed. 21 

Thurs. 22 

Frid . 23 

Sa t. 24 

Sun . 2S 

Mon. 26 

Tues. 27 

W ed . 28 

Thurs. 29 

Frtd . 30 

Sat . 3 1 

IOOO h rs. 

10. 10 hrs. 
10.20 hrs. 
10.30 hrs. 
10.40 hrs. 

10. 10 hrs. 
10 20 hrs. 
10. 30 hrs 

10. 10 hrs. 
10.20 hrs. 
10. 30 hrs. 

10.10 hrs. 
10.20 hrs. 
10. 30 hrs. 
10.40 hrs. 

10.10 hrs. 
10.20 hrs. 
10.30 hrs. 
10. 40 hrs. 

MORNI N GS 

SAY. RA Regatta 
H.Y.C. Club House. 

O rganisation 

Eri c (Abe) Ben1ngfo e ld Tro phy 
Nati onal Sprog Trophy 
Emdon Trophy ... 
Deve lopment Class 

Robert Pyott Trophy 
lnt. Fl ying Dutchman Trophy 
Dewa r Conge lla Sh ield 

Robe rt Pyott Trophy ... 
lnt. Flying Dutchma n Trophy 
Dewa r Conge lla Sh iel d ... 

FREE 

Eric (Abe) Beningfo e ld Tro phy 
Nat ional Sprog Trophy 
Emdon Trophy 
Development Class 

Eric (Abe) Beningfo e ld Trophy 
National Sprog Trophy 
Emdon Trophy 
Deve lopme nt Cl ass 

Mee t ing 

Round 
ls t 
lst 
lst 
ls t 

lst 
lst 
ls t 

2nd 
2nd 
2nd 

3rd 
3rd 
3rd 
3rd 

4th 
4th 
4th 

... 4th 

10. 10 hrs. S.A.Y.R .A. Preside nt's Prize. 

10. 10 hrs. 
10.20 hrs. 
10.30 hrs. 
11.00 hrs. 
11.00 hrs. 
11.00 hrs. 

10.10 hrs. 
10.20 hrs. 
10.45 hrs. 
10. 45 hrs. 

9. 40 hrs. 
9.50 hrs. 

10.00 hrs. 

Al l Come rs ' Hand•ca p. 

Robe rt Pyott Tro phy ... Sth 
lnt. Fl yi ng Dutchman Tro phy Sth 
Dewa r Congella Shield ... ... .. . 5th 
S.A. Sprog Assoc1att on Meeting at HY.C. 
Good r1cke Cl ass Associ ation Meet ing at H.Y.C. 
S.A Finn Association Meeting at H Y.C. 

Open for Resails. 
National Sprog Trophy ... ... 6th 
SA. Sharp1e Cl ass Meeting at H.Y.C. 
Flying Du tchman Owners' Associ at ion of 

Sout he rn Africa Meeting at H.Y.C. 
Eri c (Abe) Beningfoeld Trophy 
Single- handed Sprog Race. 
Emdon Trophy 

6th 

6t h 

AFT E RN OO N S 

14.30 hrs. Tuning- up Cl ass Raci ng. 

14. 30 hrs. Inte r Provinci al Con test 

14.30 hrs. 
14.40 hrs. 
14 .50 hrs. 
15.00 hrs. 
17.00 hrs. 
14 .30 hrs. 

14.30 hrs. 
14.40 hrs. 
15.00 hrs. 

14.30 hrs. 
14 .40 hrs. 
15.00 hrs. 

14 .30 hrs. 
14.40 hrs. 
14.50 hrs. 
15.00 hrs. 

14 .30 hrs. 
1440 hrs. 
14 .50 hrs. 
15 00 hrs. 

14.30 hrs. 
14.40 hrs . 
14 .50 hrs. 
15.00 hrs . 

Eric (Abe) Be n i ngfoeld Trophy 
Nattonal Sp rog Trophy 
Emdon Tro phy .. . 
Developme nt Class.. . . .. 
S.A.Y.R.A. Meet ing of Official Measurers. 
W P.S.A. All in Open Handicap. 

FREE 

Robert Pyott Trophy 
lnt. Flying Dutchman Trophy 
Dewar Congella Shield 

Robert Pyott Trophy 
lnt . Flying Du tchman Trophy 
Dewar Co ngella Shie ld . .. 

S.A. Inter-Club Trophy for Sp rogs. 
Inter Club Goodncke Trophy. 
S.A. Inter-Club Trophy for Sha rpies. 
S.A. In ter-Club Trophy for Flying Dutchmen. 

Eric (Abe) Beningfoeld Trophy 
N ti onal Sprog Con test 
Emdon Trophy 
Develo pment Class .. . 

Robert Pyott Trophy ... 
lnt. Flying Dutchman Trophy 
Dewar Congella Shield . .. 
Development Class ... 

S.A.Y.R.A. Regat ta Organisation Meeting H.Y.C. 
Club House. 

Prize Giving. 

Round 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 

3rd 
3rd 
3rd 

4th 
4t h 
4t h 

5th 
5th 
Sth 
5t h 

6t h 
6t h 
6th 
6th 
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The Post Office Stone 
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[R EADE R S BLOW THEIR GAFF TO THE EDITOR] 

ail E mhle111s : 

Dear Sir, 

Villa Ro thsay, 
Cowe , 

Isle of Wight. 

Mr. Boet Muller· . Jett.er fro m the ~orces ter yacht club intere t 
me, but. I disagree with h im o n. the ubJeCt of club emblems o n a ils. 
. Co.ns1der the rea o ns for sa il num ber a nd letters. They a re to 
1dent1fy the yacht to the race officers, helmsmen a noa t a nd interested 
watcher asho re. 
. The race of'.liccr wa nts to know, first, the cla , so as to enter the 

time .on t~e right hee t ; second ly, the n umber. o as to enter it on 
the right fine. 

The helmsma n need to know if a yacht which is nea r him is in 
the ~me or !lnother race. l.f she is no t in hi s own race, to lu ff her 

futile, for 1t only delays htmself. 
Anyone ashore wi th a race card can identi fy a ny yacht if he ca n 

ee her n umber. Compara ti vely few races arc held when a yacht 
represen ts a club, a nd ma ny yacht never do so . 

Take my own case - I still be long to four clubs in the Union 
an.d a~ lea l five in this country. Jf thi lot were to be put on my 
S!11ls, 11 would look like a letter wh ich had been redirected ma ny 
tunes. 

My plain number 141 t~ ll s tha t I a m not in a ' 'class" . tha t I race 
on R.O . R.C. ra t mg and , 1f you have a copy o f Lloyds R egister the 
name of the ves el. ' 

Saldanha: 

Dear Sir. 

Cecil Donne. 

K erkplein, 
Paa rl. 

I am pleased I had the good ense to ma ke the journey for t he 
pa t Western Prov ince R<;ga tt a a t Sa lda nha Bay. What a success it 
was-with rea lly mteres11ng wa ter to sa il on a nd stature added to 
the whole proceedings by our naval host . 
h My suggestion is that , if the avy is prepared to co-operate, this 

s c;>uld be made a fixed venue for t he a nn ua l W.P. ha mpionsh ip 
- m fac t, make 1t a. o rt o f loca l " Cowes week-end ", with more of 
the keel yacht coming up from the Cape to add co lour to the spcc­
~ator neet. And for that ma tter, why not rope in the pilcha rd fi hing 
reel on one or the days- if only fo r a series of pull ing races o n the 
mes of the S1monstown a utum n regat ta ? 

'd H9wever, do not let us confuse the issue with deta il s. My main 
~neJ 1~ that the.W.P. Rega tta wo.uld o nly ga in in prestige, a tt enda nce 

het ter racing if 11 were sa iled eve ry year o n the magnificent 
dretc of water. pre id?d over by the Sout h African avaf 

\~111as1um and its hospita ble company. 
Af . hatcNer the outcome of my suggest ion we a ll owe the Sout h 

f rihcan a vy a hea rt y vote of tha nk for t h~i r wonderful trea tment 
o t e wet- ca t ma tclo ts in Octo ber. 

Jlolander. 

S tur n • 
Eastry Road , 

C laremont, 
Dea r Sir, Cape Town. 

of! ha ve long.had my doubts aboui t he" torm-ba g" proclivi tie 
oth Ca pe Peninsula. d inghy .ailors a nd they ca me to a head the 
wh~~ Sunday d uring a typ ica l sou th-east . sno rter at Zeekoevfei , 
fin ish e~n l y one Flying Dutch man a nd a mgle Sharp ie, 1 think , 
ea . . d out of the neet. For the re t, scores of cxpcn ive craft either 
~s ize or smas hed up their gea r and a il s. 

in iti~r?IY the lime has come when sa il ing commi ttee must take the 
ext tiv; and res tri ct rigs equit ably fo r a ll , when weat her becomes 
h reme · One could admire the sp irit tha t boasts tha t racing 

a never yet been cancelled owing to stress of wea ther · but su rely 
~ne ban expect a sea manlikc a ppra isa l of wind a nd ~vh at a boa t 
a1 ~ .reasona bly as ked to sta nd up to in puni hment. 

. s It 1 , some of these week-end melec bo rder on silly exhi bition­
~m ~nd ar? no t pretty to wa tch- with dinghies nopping over 

run en ly righ t a nd left, unreefed sail s th rashing themselves to 
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des truction a nd ha lf-.fill cd hull wa llowi ng o n the edge of contro l. 
Let us .keep the spiri t o f. so-ca ll ed s toc k-ca r racing off the wa ter. 
T here 1s, linked wit h. th1 , the difficult y ca used by the fac t that 

o ur two maJo r mterna 11 o na l cla ses mu L now a il under-ma nned 
by a ny ra tiona l . tanda rd~ , becau e of the o ne-ma n a nd two-ma n 
crew ruling. Thi 1 forcing a ve ry unde ira blc factor into dinghy 
rnc1ng, where the JO- and I I- tone men of o rdina ry phys ique must be 
elimina ted from " need le" contc ts. ex t th ing we' ll ec is sailing 
red.uced to the p rize-ring level a nd new clas es a float- ba nta m­
wc1ght .to heavyweight - a nd fi na lly, perhaps, a ll- in wrast lin' a nd 
mule k icks from the fly ing tra peze. Old Coot. 

Regatta Egg 

Dear Sir, 

Cup: 
(Sec page 33.-Ed . 

66, Weltevredcn Ave., 
Rondebosch. 

ow tha t t he a t io na l Yachting Rega tt a will soon be a t beautiful 
Hermanus and ma ny will be ca mpi ng aro und the Y acht C lub may 
! tell you r reade rs a bout the wo nderful device t hat the comm~dorc 
o f Herma nu Yacht Club "invented" whi le a t t he Yaa l Da m a t ion· 
al Re_gatt a a few yea rs ago . 

Th.is in vention ' 'The Willia m Eg.g up" (po sibly patent s 
pendm.g) con 1.sts o f a good q ua lity to ile t roll placed on end with 
your ni cely-bo1Jed brea kfast egg stuck on top. Tea r off two sectio ns 
a nd wra p a round your second egg to keep it wa rm . Tea r off ect ion 
as required for e rviett e . 

More section can be used to illust rate yo ur racing tactic of 
yes terday a nd proposed ones today; your wife's shopping list ? 
W.hen . eggs .a.re fi nished nea tly wipe yo ur spoon with a section : 
t h.1 will fac ilita te was hmg. Then your shell s ca n be wrapped u p 
With a nother p rio r to d i posa l. 

O n top of a ll the e uses, it is then quiet ly ca rried down the ga rden 
pa th to see a dog a bout a ma n. 

M r. Editor, l a m sure yo u will agree it i a boon a nd a ble sing to 
a ll mankind. Kenneth Warr . 

Burgee 

Dea r Sir, 

Ex~hange: 
P .O . Box 5404, 

Joha nnesburg. 

While on a vi it to Engla nd recen tly [ was made a tempora ry 
member of the Lee-o n-So lent Yacht lu b, Ha mp hire. 

O ne of the a tt ract ive features o f their cl ub which overloo ks the 
olent wa ters. is a fi ne co ll ect ion of ya hting'and ai ling penna nt . 
It ~a suggc tcd to me by o ne or two members tha t So uth African 

yacht ing clubs who have pen na nt might like to exchange thei r 
fo r o ne fro m the Lee-on-So lent C lu b. 
Th rou ~h the med ium o f yo ur excellent magazi ne may I therefo re 

ask ec reta ri e of So ut h Africa n cl ub , who e members agree to thi 
idea , to end me their penna nts a nd I will ma ke the necessa ry 
a rrangement to forwa rd them to the Lee-o n-Solent C lub a nd ask 
them to send their penna nt in excha nge. 

Bay 

Dear Sir, 

ocf A. Uca l, 
Major, R. • (Rctd.) 

Clnh: 
P.O. Box 45, 

Simon town. 

On beha lf of the rece ntly-fo rmed fa l e Bay Yacht Club I would 
like to br ing to yo ur no tice some fac ts a bo ut the club a nd the fac il i­
ties a t presen t ava il a ble. 

T he Club was for med a t a n ina ugura l meeting on June 15, with 
12 interested members . Mr. J . W. Bates, a we ll -known yacht ma n 
and owner of the 36-ft. ketch Carol, is the fi rst ommodo re. The 
membersh ip is a t present 15. An entra nce fee o f £ 2 2s. a nd a nnua l 
sub criptio n of £3 3s. a re paya ble. 

The o bjects of the C lub a rc the encouragement of a mateur yacht 
sai ling, the opera tion of sea-going motor yachts and other form 
o f aquatic sport in F a lse Bay a nd adj acent wa ter . 

T he C lub has limited storage facilities in the basement a t the rea r 
of the Sa ilors' a nd Soldiers' Rest Room, Simonstown , a nd hopes 
soon to have a fenced-off lock-up a rea where boats m ay be sa fe ly 

(Continued on page 29) 
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