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ANOTHER BOAT, another propeller. 
This time, instead of a folding, two-bladed 
lump of coral, it's a solid, three-bladed lump 
of coral. Well, it's a bigger boat, you see. 

And, whereas on my old boat I could just 
reach the prop to scrape the barnacles off 
and keep my nose above water to breathe, 
there's no hope of doing that with the new 
boat. This time it's a full-blooded diving 
exercise. 

Why do barnacles love propellers so 
much? What is it about yacht propellers that 
attracts the little beasts? And why doesn't 
copper, when it's mixed with zinc or tin in a 
propeller, kill barnacles as it does when it's 

By John Vigor 

in the form of thin sheet metal? 
I don't claim to be the first to ask these 

profound questions, but it does seem to me 
that while yachting has been taking 
quantum leaps forward in the fields of 
electronics and materials technology, it is 
lagging sadly in two very conspicuous fields: 
the prevention of seasickness and the 
fouling of propellers. 

We'll get on to seasickness some other 
time. That only happens when you get to 
sea, and you don't even get out of the 
harbour if your prop is foul. So, first things 
first. 

It's a hardened sailor who doesn't scream 
with fright when, having dropped his 
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NEW FAST FAMILY CRUISING SLOOP BY ANGELO LAVRANOS, 

To meet the increasing demand for per
formance, simplicity, ease of handling, 
comfort and quality we are proud to make 
our Two Oceans 26 available. Contact us to 
find out more about this exciting family 
yacht capable of coastal cruises. 
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various 
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completion. 
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moorings in a stiff westerly, he puts the 
trusty diesel into gear and discovers that his 
alleged propeller is doing no propelling at all, 
but merely beating the water to a sizzling 
white foam while he drifts sideways on to a 
newly-painted 40-footer whose owner is 
standing by grim-faced to fend him off with 
the sharpened point of a galvanised navy 
boathook kept specially for this purpose. 

It's quite extraordinary what a few 
barnacles in the wrong place can do to the 
efficiency of an auxilliary's propeller, 
especially if the little b*st*rds choose to 
squat on the leading or trailing edges of the 
blades. 

It doesn't take much imagination to 
realise that, instead of boring its way neatly 
through the water like a corkscrew, such a 
propeller is borrowing the technique of a 
mugger coshing an old lady, and bludgeon
ing the water to a pulp, as it were. Very 
exciting, but not much good at making a 
boat move forwards or backwards, as many 
a yachtsman has found to his cost. Have you 
ever noticed how many yachtsmen have 
grey hairs? Ninety percent of them, at least, 
co-incided with foul propellers. 

Some people anti-foul their propellers 
when they anti-foul the hull, but that's never 
made sense to me. Most of them are 
cruising types who use cold plastic anti
fouling paint, which has to be put in the 
water before it gets too dry and hard. 

So they launch with the paint on their 
props still nice and gooey, motor away from 
the slip, and promptly wear all the paint off 

the prop. Besides, you never know what 
they put in anti-fouling paint these days. My 
theory is that any poison strong enough to 
kill a barnacle will also eat holes in your 
propeller. It's true, I swear it. You take a 
good look at some of those propellers, and 
see if they're not pitted and corroded .. 

And folding props are the worst of the lot, 
of course. If you anti-foul them, it gets in the 
gears and the blades won't close. If you 
don't anti-foul them, the barnacles get in the 
gears and the blades won't close. You can, 
of course, dive down and close the blades 
manually. Then they won't open again. I 
know. 

Old George, who likes to cruise single
handed, doesn't believe in anti-fouling his 
prop, either. He quite rightly says the only 
thing that keeps a prop clear of barnacles is 
frequent and regular use - the very thing 
most yachtsmen can't give it. 

Last time he came out on the old railway 
slip he found some thick grease which, he 
said, he thought they used to greasfi the 
ways. 

He slapped some on his prop for the hell 
of it, and set off towards Mauritius and the 
Indian Ocean islands. When he came back 
his prop was still free of crustaceans, and 
the grease had dried to a thin, brittle film. 

It is now starting to peel off, and the 
blasted barnacles are starting to move in. 
Nevertheless, he may have discovered 
something there. He's going to show me 
where he found that grease, and I'm going to 
try it on my three-bladed 14 by 8 lump of 

coral, just as soon as I've got the coral 
scraped off. 

Our problem is that we haven't got a jetty 
to lean the boat against on the outgoing tide 
any more, for a quick scrub or a polish of the 
prop. You used to be able to dry out over 
one tide, but now they've removed the jetty 
and put in a floating marina, and there's not 
even a post to lean against. Nothing in 
yachting is easy, admittedly, but this does 
seem dreadfully akin to self-flagellation. 

So it's a question of diving. Our harbour 
water, flavoured by Lavender Creek and 
Dieldrin, is often so murky that you can't see 
your prop from the surface, even when you 
know where to look for it, but I have taken 
the precaution of checking the designer's 
plan, and according to Mr Lavranos, the 
bottom tip of the prop is a fraction under a 
metre below the surface. · 

Naturally, I can turn the shaft, and work 
on the blade that's uppermost. That will 
save a few centimetres. But diving friends 
tell me that a metre is too deep for a snorkel 
pipe. They say I would just be blowing the 
same stale old air backwards and forwards 
along the pipe. It makes sense. 

They'd do the job for me in a flash with 
proper scuba gear, but harbour regulations 
forbid them to dive. If I want my prop 
scraped, I have to apply to the Port Captain, 
and he sends along a team of men with tin 
helmets and lead boots accompanied by a 
barge the size of the QE2. That's the way it 
goes. Nothing in yachting is easy, and the 
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buyers and owners believe they can save this commission by 
handling the sale themselves, but they frequently come to regret the 
decision. As outlined at the beginning of this feature, there are 
hassles enough for both buyer and seller to make the broker worth 
his fee. 

Despite its large size and great value, there is little official sanction 
needed for the sale or purchase of a yacht, and there is little official 
clearance procedur.e to be conducted before the yacht changes 
hands. Unlike the property analogy drawn at the beginning of this 
feature, or unlike a car, a yacht needs no registration disc or number 
to legalise change of ownership. Certainly, the yacht club must be 
informed of the transfer, and it in turn notifies the port authorities, 
(both will record the change of ownership), but this is merely a 
formality AFTER the conclusion of the sale, and one which raises 
two very pertinent questions. 

Most brokers, in drawing up their sales contracts, insert a clause 
which the seller must sign to attest that he is the sole, free and clear 
owner of the vessel, and that no liens or prior claims exist to hinder 
the transfer of ownership. While 99,9 times out of a hundred the 
seller is honest and the clause therefore valid, in legal terms it is 
worthless. A dishonest seller who still owes money on the yacht, or 
who has pledged it as an asset against a loan, may sign that clause 
and disappear with his takings before the prior claimant comes to 
take possession. 

At that stage, the luckless buyer has no legal foot to stamp in fury. 
His only claim is against the seller, who, in turn, faces prosecution if 
apprehended. Whatever the buyer understood from that clause, a 
prior claim takes legal precedence. 

What the clause cioes do is certify that the broker is acting in good 
faith on behalf of someone he believes to be the legal owner of the 
vessel. If this proves wrong at a later stage - and no broker I know 
has ever reported such an incident - the broker will nevertheless 
have done his utmost to protect both his own interests and those of 
the buyer. 

It is in cases such as this that the broker really demonstrates his 
value. A broker's experience and knowledge of the market makes 
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him less vulnerable to a suspect deal than an inexperienced novice 
buyer. 

No one would buy a home without consulting an attorney, and 
equally, the contractual help and advice available through an 
established broker can ensure a sound and trouble-free transer of 
ownership. The saying: "CAVEAT EMPTOR. Let the buyer 
beware," has little validity without the back-up of someone 
experienced enough to recognise the pitfalls. 

The other issue raised by the very loose yacht registration system 
in South Africa is the one of GST, that much (justifiably!) loathed 
levy which is imposed on every sale, even if an article changes hands 
several times a month. This repetitively unfair charge by the 
government is invariably payable by the buyer. It is his 
responsibility, and with the penalties imposed for failure to do so, it 
is undoubtedly wise to comply. 

Sellers are also often advised to "deal only through a reputable 
broker", and avoid "fly by nights". Since there is no society or 
association of yacht brokers (as there is of estate agents) to codify 
or enforce codes of practice, this is doubly-wise counsel. 
Fortunately, in the relatively small South African market, it is 
seldom possible for a "chancer" to operate for very long, and those 
brokers now operating have established reputations which, not 
surprisingly, bring them much of their business by recommendation 
or word of mouth. 

YACHT BROKERS: 
Cape Yacht Brokers: Tel. (021) 72-0901 or 75-8291. 
Durban Bay Services: Tel. (031) 301-1953. 
Halstead International Yacht Brokers: (011) 803-2459. 
International Yacht Brokers: (031) 304-2994. 
Oceaneering Marine Brokerage: (031) 304-4448. 
South Marine Brokers: (021) 69-5250. 
Tradewinds: (031) 31-5872. 
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in under 60 minutes from a hot Durban start and needs only 40 
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Continued from page 31 or a bicycle pump. Mrs V. is just a little afraid 
that her lungs won't be powerful enough to 
blow air down to me, a metre under water. 

red tape doesn't help either. Our bath isn't deep enough to put her fears 
By a strange co-incidence, the yachting to the test, unfortunately. 

shop across the way from the club is But I have urged her to practise assidu-
advertising the very thing I need, and ously, and pointed out that well-developed 
hundreds like me. It's a sort of portable lung muscles are attractive on a lady, and 
pump that stays on deck for Mrs V., the always much admired by sailors. She is 
Chief Mate, to pump, while I disappear into somewhat mollified, and promises to do her 
the shark-laden depths with a mouthpiece best. 
and goggles on the end of a long air pipe. I She asks, however, why we don't just get 
haven't dared ask the price, because noth- hauled up the slipway in a cradle to cle:an the 
ing in yachting is cheap, either, but it did give prop like everybody else. I have had to point 
me an idea. out that (a) the rest of the hull was anti-

I have disconnected the hose from the fouled only three months ago, and is in good 
washing machine, and next weekend, if the shape; and (b) we probably wouldn't be able 
water is warm, I shall dive with one end while to motor to the slipway with the prop the 
Mrs V. blows air down to me from the deck. way it is. 

She can do it. We have been practising in So, as I said, it's a question of diving, 
the bath at home. In through the nose, out though I have to admit that the propeller 
through the hose. In through the nose, out fouling problem does bring out the invent
through the hose. She doesn't often get it iveness in people. 
wrong. Years ago, old Henry Wakelam used to 

Now some smart-asses will say I shall launch a savage attack with the blade of an 
expire from carbon dioxide poisoning. After oar when his prop gave him barnacle prob
all, what human beings exhale is largely lems. But Henry was that sort of sailor. His 
waste carbon dioxide. sails were black so you couldn't see the dirt, 

Yes, that's true, but our lungs don't - and his shorts he made himself from old 
absorb all the oxygen in the air, and plenty is tarpaulins that sort of fell off railway trucks 
exhaled along with the carbon dioxide. late at night. They stood up on their own and 

You only have to think about artificial you could break your neck by tripping over 
respiration to see the truth in that. How them in the dark. 
could the Kiss of Life work otherwise? If it My youngest unmarried son has a theory 
were all carbon dioxide, it would be the Kiss that if you pop down and tie a black plastic 
of Death. bag around the prop after every sail, it will 

Anyway, it's either the Chief Mate's lungs, remain free of barnacle growth. I believe 

FOR SALE 
"MAGIC CARPET" 

"MAGIC CARPET" is for sale, available 
for delivery after the finish of the 
Mauritius Race in October. This well 

him. I also believe that the very first time I 
need to move the boat in an emerg,ency I 
won't be able to, because there wrnl be a 
black plastic bag around the prop. 

No. I'm afraid it's a question of diving. And 
all I can say is that it's about time the 
scientists dropped all their other schemes 
and concentrated on propellers for a few 
years. There's a fortune for the first one to 
solve the barnacle problem, I kid you not. 
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SAILING 
INLAN~FFSHORE 

cJi 
Sir, 
I'm typing this letter in mid-ocean as we sail 
bound for St. Helena. 

In Cape Town, I had the pleasure of 
meeting your John Fensham who wrote a 
story concerning my catamaran and its 
voyage which appeared in the April 1985 
issue of your magazine. I was foolish enough 
to purchase only one extra copy of the 
magazine before we left Cape Town, and 
wonder if you would mind posting to me at 
the above address four more copies. 

Congratulations 011 an excellent 
magazine; I'm sure your success will only 
continue to increase with your selection of 
topics and articles. 

Having rounded the Cape, I also admire 
all South African yachtsmen who tackle the 
conditions your coast presents. As we took 
the onslaught of our fifth gale nearing Port 
Elizabeth, I saluted their courage and quite 
honestly was glad that the experience would 
be one-off only for me. And at the moment 
I'm more than happy to report that at 
present the South Atlantic is living up to her 
reputation of being the gentlest of oceans; 
we're having a glorious sail with fair winds 
and weather. 

Best wishes to you and the best success 
with your magazine. 
Robert Verlaan, 
Yacht Inquest. 

known ocean racer was built to very 
high specifications. and has proved 
herself a superbly seaworthy and 
trouble free craft over thousands of 
miles of Racing and Cruising in South 
African waters. Some key points are: 
* 10 metres overall. 
* Custom built C-Flex glass fibre hull. STEEL BOiATS 
* Volvo Penta diesel engine with long 

range tank, well installed, very quiet 
and vibration free. 

* Good, liveable interior which 
functions well at sea. 

* Large, well equipped Nav Station 
* Three permanent fresh water tanks. 

total capacity 400 litres. 
* Currently licenced for 8 in Daylight, 

6 at Night. 
* 6 Berths. 
* B + G Speedo/Log; R.D.F.; Depth 

· Sounder; V.H.F. Radio Telephone; 
Barlow Wadley receiver. 

* Category I Special Offshore Clear
ance for Durban. 

* Extensive sail inventory. 
* Use of "Walk on Mooring'' Durban 

can be negotiated for specific 
period of time. 

Price: R49 500 o.n.o. delivered any SA 
Port. 
CONTACT: David Cox -Telephones: 
(B) (031) 47-3644 - (H) (031) 28-8969. 

n 
LOA 10,5 M I 
LWL 8,7 M 
BEAM 3,3 M 
DRAFT 1,5 M 

DISP. 8,16 TINE 
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"PRATIOUE 35" DESIGNED BYD.A. DIX. 

BUILT TO ALL STAGES 
OF COMPLETION. 

BUILDERS OF THE 
"PRATIQUE 35" OR 
CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION 
TO THE DESIGN OF 
YOUR CHOICE. 

PLEASE CONT ACT 

ANKON cc 
42 MARINE DRIVE 
PAARDEN EILAND, 7405. 
TEL: (021) 51-0864. 
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