
of its 8 m length. 
"After a lot of calculation and analysis-and 

days of cleaning out the six different kinds of 
putty, sealer and epoxy - we plugged the 
gaps very tightly with knotted glass-fibre 
rope and sealed the underside with boards 
screwed in to the lead keel and the wooden 
skin. 

"Then we drilled 50 holes in to the keel 
support plate, which is welded on to the 
space frame, and tapped in 50 grease 
nipples. With three men inside the boat and 
three underneath - with one man mixing -
we pumped in 25 litres of Epoxy 311, an 
underwater setting mixture which we used 
because the joint was still damp. The 
mixture was pumped in from top and 
bottom - bottom for volume, and top for 
pressure." 

With the underside sealing boards 
removed, the 311 was ground down and the 
whole joint given a final coating of flexible 
sealer. The whole operation took six hours 
of c~ntinuous work - closely followed by 
showers in thinners and special haircuts 
which made the underside men look very 
moth-eaten indeed! 

But the seal worked, and in spite of really 
rigorous exposure to heavy seas (58 knots 
on one afternoon), not a drop of water has 
come in. (The crew had their doubts just 
once when, after a three-day trial run along 
the Sea Harvest course, they awoke to find 
more than 500 litres of water inside the boat! 
The built-up was so heavy nobody could see 
where it was coming in. After one horrified 
look, Gerry Aab detailed the crew to find the 
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leak - and headed back to bed. It turned 
out that the prop-shaft packing gland bolts 
had worked loose in the heavy beat down 
from Saldanha. They are now very tight 
indeed!) 

Other problems included installing more 
than 70 bolts screwing the space frame to 
the skin, and beefing up the space frame in 
the region of the rudder - there was just 
too much torsional flexibility, and the 
problem was solved by the installation of 
another bulkhead and other stiffening 
members - and freeing up the special drum 
purchases hurriedly, and unsatisfactorily, 
constructed for the babstay, runners and 
checkstays. (See drawing). 

Aab is convinced Kaapenaar is very fast 
indeed, although he concedes "she is a 
handful to handle". The main, at 120 kg, and 
boom at 90 kg, requires seven men to put in 
a reef, although the small fore triangle 
makes foredeck work easy. 

The crew has sorted out the seven mast 
rake, bend and stiffness controls, and have 
calculated very satisfactory safety margins 
in the rig - which transmits its load through 
the space-frame (including fuel tanks 
constructed out of 10 mm aluminium as 
torsional members) to the keel without 
placing load on the very light skin. 

The mast, too, was the subject of much 
speculation - and criticism - around Cape 
Town. More than 30 m long, it is the longest 
aluminium spar manufactured in South 
Africa, and is highly flexible, moving through 
more than 1,5 m at its head under runner, 
and upper and lower checkstay 

adjustments. The mast is pivoted on trunion 
bearings above its foot, so that rake can be 
quickly altered. The three-spreader 
fractional rig supported by imported rod 
rigging makes for specific mast bend in 
racing conditions. 

"The ultra-light displacement -
12 700,6 kgs - means the boat has to be 
kept under power at all times. Miss out on a 
sail change by a few seconds and the waves 
stop her in her tracks," designer Ernst van 
der Laan said. "But nevertheless, we found 
that in a 25-knot wind we could do 12 knots 
on a board reach with just a double reefed 
main up, and on our trial run to Saldanha, in 
a 20-knot wind, we managed 9,5 knots to 
windward with four reefs in the main, the 
No. 4 jib and a storm jib on the jackstay. 
What we have never yet managed to test is a 
good downwind run. But that will come." 

He did quip, though, that on a broad 
reach Kaapenaar brings the apparent wind 
forward so fast, he has to run down below to 
draw a vector diagram! 

Of Voortrekker II, little need be said. She 
is a boat with an established reputation, 
skippered by a world class sailor. So the 
ding-dong battle between Kaapenaar and 
Voortrekker II will be the contest all sailors 
will be watching, with the rest of the 30 
strong fleet (Aab and Martin sincerely hope) 
trailing in their flat, barely noticeable wakes. 

The past two Sea Harvest races have 
been noticeable for their light and variable 
wind conditions. Everybody is hoping the 
Cape Doctor will be making house calls this 
year! 

If the tide turns 
against you ... 

Predicting the whims of nature is almost 
impossible. You never know whether your 
vessel will be becalmed, or buffeted by gale 
force winds. However, no matter what 
happens, you'll feel a lot happier with an IGl 
small craft insurance policy. 

At lGl we specialise in small craft insur
ance. Our policy will cover any eventuality, 
from the greatest to the smallest; from the 
boat to the lboathook. 

We also cover every sort of small craft; 
yacht, power-boat, twin hull or dinghy. And 
we'll cover any place an accident can occur: 
land, water, or between the two. 

And in the unlikely event of a typhoon on the 
Vaal Dam, you'll be pleased to know that 
you' re covered for that, too. 

l&I 
Insurance 

We don't hassle, 
we pay. 

r-------------
IGI LIMITED 
P 0. BOX 8199, JOHANNESBURG 2000. 
Please send me more information 
on Morine Insurance. 

My name and address is 

ZWARTKOPS YACHT CLUB 
THE HISTORY of the club's earlier days 
is very difficult to trace and although it is 
generally accepted that it was founded in 
1884, no documentary evidence appears to 
exist to support this. 

It is, however, known that in 1888 the 
Zwartkops Sailing Club, under the auspices 
of the Zwartkops Boating Association, was 
in exictence and on November 24, 1888 held 
its first regatta for rowing and sailing boats. 
Five sailing boats, Rum-ty-tum, Bon 
Accord, Nellie, Liuely and Felix competed 
for a cup presented by Mr C.V. Alven, 
proprietor of the Beaconsfield Hotel, 
Zwartkops. (This cup known as the Alven 
Cup is still to this day contested for). 

The Eastern Province Heralds records 
the event as follows: 

At ten to four the boats were all at their 
moorings and on the arrival of the Umpire, 
the word go was given and the five boats got 
away together. 

The Nellie took the lead down the long 
reach and rounded the buoy a quarter of a 
mile ahead of Liuely, which was closely 
followed by on Accord. Coming up the long 
reach, the Nellie fell off and there was a dead 
beat home when the race was between the 
Liuely and Bon Accord, but the former little 
craft being well handled won easily by some 
seven minutes. Unfortunately, the Felix 

1884 -
1984 

-Y WARREN SCHMELZER 
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Herbert Mc Williams (left) hauing a drink with club executiues and 
guests during the 1937 Interclub Contest at Zwartkops. 
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WINDSURFER 
DEALERS 
TRANSVAAL: Sports Fanatique, Sandton, 783-6704; Waterworld 
Randburg 787-0428; Windy Ways, Blackheath 678-8316; Windy Ways. 
Trichardt (013) 634-4224; Hobie Cat Transvaal. Bedfordview, 53-8444; 
Sailboard Sailors, Pretoria (012) 46-3245; Bernadette Parker, Witbank 
(01351) 61637; Automac Discount Centre, Cartenville, (01491) 3389; 
Steve Wigg. Pletersburg, (01521) 74851; Eastern Transvaal Garage, 
Nelspruit, (01311) 23284; Suzuki West Marine, Krugersdorp, 665-1054; 
East Rand Boardsailing, Boksburg North, 52-3968; Country Gun and 
Sport, Potchefstroom, (01481) 3361; Kayak Racing, Kensington, 615-
1026; Brian Cousins Port O' Call, Vereeniging, (016) 22-5243; Jaco 
Hoffman, Klerksdorp, (018) 7141 ext. 235; Behrens Garage Brits, (01211) 
20335; Whirlwind, Regents Park, 26-8469. 

WESTERN PROVINCE: La Lagune Sportique, Sea Point, (021) 49-9695; 
Wind and Water Sportm Muizenberg (021) 88-4514; Boardsailing Africa, 
Cape Town (021) 23-4344; Sport Rand, Hermanus, (02831) 5705; Thesen 
Marine, Knysna, (0445) 22124; Sea and Sand, Stellenbosch, (02231) 
71422; Things, Outdshoorn, (04431) 4355; Things, George, (0441) 5175. 

EASTERN PROVINCE: Shoreline Hobie, Plettenberg Bay, (04457) 
31525; Lifestyle Surf Shop, Port Ellz;1beth, (041) 52-3336; Country 
Feeling. Jeffreys Bay, (042342) 33/9; AN White, Grahamstown, (0461) 
2836. 

NATAL: Lewis Hewitt Agencies, Durban, (031) 37-3759; PMB Boating, 
Pletermarltzburg, (0331) 23026; Caravan & Boating Mecca, Newcastle, 
(0343) 24231/22350; Midmar Boat Shop, Hav,,ick, (03321) 2755. 

OFS: Walter Adams Sail, Bloemfontein, (051) 79355; Walter Adams, 
Welkom, (017) 25406; Watersail, Kroonstad, (01411) 26468. 

BORDER: Pollocks Sports, East London, (0431) 24921. 

NORTHERN CAPE: Emms & Golding, _Oueenstown, (0451) 2389; B. 
Merrie & Co., Mafekeng, (0140) 33141; Teks & Toks, Mafeking, (01442) 
33754; Robert Rosen, Hartswater, (053342) 702. 

BOTSWANA: J. Haskin & Son, Franclstown, (01922) 301. 

SWA: Hoffmeyers Service Station, Windhoek, (061) 27012. 
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carried away her rudder in running before 
the wind and went ashore. The Rum-ty:tum, 
which everyone spotted as the winner, was 
badly trimmed, her ballast being too far 
behind, thus keeping her head down and not 
giving the boat a chance from start to finish; 
in addition to which, the boat was badly 
handled throughout the race. 

here was a capital sailing breeze from the 
north-west and the winning boat went over 
the course of four miles in a good time of 65 
minutes. 

The Zwartkops Boating Association had 
a boathouse measuring 52 ft by 42 ft, 
situated just below the Wylde Bridge. 
Affiliated to this association was also the 
P.E. Rowing and Algoa Rowing Clubs. 

After the association became defunct, 
sailing men had a meeting at the Beacons
field Hotel on April 21, 1898 and continued 
sailing under the banner of the Beaconsfield 
Sailing Club with Mr W Papendorf as 
President and Messers J Clark and Lt. H. W. 
Court as vice-presidents and immediately 
began preperations for a regatta later in the 
year. 

The Eastern Province Herald of May 25, 
1898 records that some excellent sailing was 
witnessed at this regatta and that Mr M.M. 

Askfor 
Cantonal 

Follow the trend of the champions 
and demand the professional 

~- ~I 
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{lj) '---' 

Cantonal. This is the accessory brand that achieves the 
end. Ten to one that you are sailing with ii already, lor 

Cantonal adorns quite a number ol upper boards even now. 
So you know what 's what. And that you ask for Cantonal 

whenever you buy replacements. For the safety, the 
craftsmanship and the champion qualities strong as iron. 
Just the little more that makes all the surfing ditterence in 

the world. 

Cantonal: Quality in Boardsailing Accessories. 

~CANTONAL 
~ . 

JOHANNESBURG 
44 Twist Street 
Joubert Park 2044 
Tel: 725.3i55 
DURBAN 
1 Fisher Street Durban 4001 
Tel: 3715831376869 
CAPE TOWN CENTRAL 
85 Loop Street Cape Town 
Tel: 248586. 234480 
PORT ELIZABETH 
11 Grace Street Port Elizabeth 
Tel· 23162 
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The "Pagoda", distinct in character, serued as the uenue for inter-club contests between 1915 to 1931. It was replaced by the modern 
structure that serues the club today. 

Steytler in "Idalia" won the two races. In the 
afternoon while the sailing boats were 
underway, aquatic and athletic sports were 
held. 

The River Cup, a contest between the 
two river clubs, was inaugurated by a race 
sailed over the Redhouse course on January 
7, 1905 and won by Mr Marks in "Birdie". In 
the same year, Mr W.E. Tonque, builder 
and skipper of Kismet, won the first 
interport contest in Durban when she beat 
Yankee, from the RNYC., by over seven 
minutes in the first race, and by almost 34 
minutes in the last race. Such was the 
standard of sailing on the river. 

The Beaconsfield Model Yacht Club was 
formed to encourage juvenile members into 
the sport and they frequently competed for 
the "Coleby Cup" and other prizes. 

Sailing craft on the river at that time 
included Kismet, Birdie, Viking, Lief, 
Vandalia, Oribi and others, all of which, 
sported a crew complement of up to six. 
Oribi, for instance, had an overall length of 
31 ft 4 in, a beam of 7 ft 9 in, a sail area of 
440 square feet, a 21 ft rating and a crew of 
six and was by no means the largest craft on 
the river. 

In 1915, the club amalgamated with the 
Port Elizabeth Angling and Acclimatisation 
society. Three years prior to this 
amalgamation, the Port Elizabeth Angling 
and Acclimatisation society rented a 
cottage which was used as a clubhouse, but 
owing to the increase in membership, was 
able to purchase the property known as the 

"Pagoda" which stood where the present 
clubhouse is erected for a sum of £425, of 
which, £150 was cash, and £275 first 
mortgage paid to the Estate of Adam White 
Cuthrie. 

After the amalgamation of the two clubs 
the name was changed to "The Zwartkops 
Angling and Sailing Club". A year or two 
later the membership began to increase to 
such an extent that various alterations and 
improvements were made, a licence was 
obtained and a resident steward appointed. 

For many years the quaint wood and iron 
building, distinct in character on the banks 
of the river, served as the venue for the 
interclub contests. In 1917 the membership 
comprised of 28 lady members and 142 
gentlemen, and in the constitution of that 
year, it is noted that a payment of five 
pounds would secure a life membership. 

Club uniforms which were introduced at 
the turn of the century, was the dress of the 
day at all club functions and sailing races, 
and it is interesting to note that the 
Commodore was entitled to wear two bands 
of gold braid ½ inch wide, the upper one 
with a "turn", while the Vice-Commodore's 
designation was one ½ inch band of gold 
braid, with a turn. 

All flag officers were expected to wear 
blue reefer jackets, white melton trousers 
and brass, if any, while on duty. 

In 1925, Zwartkops was host club for the 
inaugural contest of the Goodricke Trophy, 
and it was somewhat fitting that Mr A.B. 
Pearson, skippering Dr Pyott's "Marie 
Louise", won. 

In 1929, the club hosted the 20 foot scow 
class inter-club regatta, while up the river at 
Redhouse the Goodricke inter-duh races 
were held. There were three full weeks of 
racing, together with entertainment of 
dances, dinners, smoking concerts, picnics 
and scenic drives. After some fine sailing the 
Point Yacht Club boat "Ufudu", skippered 
by J. Storm, emerged a popular victor. 

Later in the year, the title of the club was 
changed to the Zwartkops Yacht Club as 
the need for extension made itself felt. It was 
decided to demolish the old building in 
stages and rebuild a modern structure. 
Plans for this structure were designed and 
drawn up by Mr Herbert McWillaims, 
Olympic yachtsman and well known Port 
Elizabeth architect. 

The forward portion of the shiplike 
structure was completed in 1931, and in 
1933, building contractors Rapp and Powell, 
started on the final stages of the original 
plan. When completed, the structure had a 
deckhouse, funnel, a bridge which came 
from the famous tug "Sir Fredrick", a 
steering wheel from the ship "Western 
Knight", a saloon lounge, bar lounge, dining 
room, promenade deck, and kitchen. In 
every way it resembled an ocean liner which 
is unique in its nautical character and a 
prominent landmark on the estuary. 

The standard of sailing on the river was 
exceptionally high, and in 1933 Zwartkops 
once again hosted the Goodricke inter-club 
regatta which attracted hundreds of 
spectators. 

In 1937 Herbert McWillaims, then 
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Nole Redfern sailing his 20 footer scow, 
Tempest, on the riuer in 1947. 

Commodore of the club, was instrumental 
in designing the Zwartkops Sharpie and 
establishing it as the recognised inter-club 
class. This class was to become extremely 
popular for many generations to come. 

In March 1946, Herbert McWilliams 
launched Stroppy, his prototype Sprog, on 
the waters of the Zwartkops River and she 
immediately created great enthusiasm at 
the first post war inter-club regatta held at 
Zwartkops. 

Sailing in a "busting" westerly against a 
short steep sea, created by the wind and 
incoming tide, Stroppy established a 
commanding lead over the Goodricke 

· dinghies. Interest in the Sprog was 
immediate, and in due course, she was to 
become the largest class in South Africa. 
Today, Sprogs can be found in far away 
places such as the United Kingdom, 
Phillipines, Australia and even Honolulu. 

Yachting at both the river clubs had been 
in their hey day in the years before, and after 
the war, so it was not surprising that 
delegates representing the river clubs at the 
1947 inter-club regatta in Durban, urged for 
the formation of a constitutional national 
authority to administer this sport. 

So it was, that the South African Yacht 
Racing Association was formed, with its 
headquarters in Port Elizabeth. The 
executive Committee comprised of Tommy 
Toft - Chairman, Ken Pearson - Vice 
Chairman, and D.I.C. Kemsley - Hon. 
Secretary/Treasurer, all well known and 
respected river yachtsmen of their time. 

In the mean time yachting on the river was 
very keen, and yachtsmen J.M. Paton, Ken 
Pearson, Nole Redfern, Lenny Hills, 
Herbert Mc Williams and Eric Vos, collected 
no fewer than 17 national titles between 
1946 and 1958. 

In 1948, Herbert Mc Williams was selected 
to represent South Africa at the London 
Olympic Games in the Firefly class. Not 
content to rest on his laurals, he continued 
to contribute towards yachting and 
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designed the Winger, Extra, Ultra, Echo, 
Billy-ho and the Kitcraft. 

In the 50s and 60s the club had a very 
strong fleet of Sharpies and Sprogs, while 
the junior fleet consisted of up-and-coming 
yachtsmen such as Hillary Spears - twice 
Spearhead national champion, Clive 
Morgan - Sprog crew national champion 
1959, Ian Longland, Rowan Swinnerton and 
Dudley Nichol - Sharpie national 
champions 1971, Allan and Graham Bush -
Allan national champion and Graham and 
Warren Snowball - Flying Dutchmen 
exponents who attended the Worlds. 

The mid sixties saw a shift away from the 
bigger boats on the river because of the 
increasing mudbanks and narrowing of the 
river. During this period the Tempo class 
was introduced by Jack Koper after he 
sailed his boat in a strong westerly and 
succeeded in matching "Foxhound", the 
crack Sharpie, over a full nine mile course. 
Before long a fleet of 14 Tempos were racing 
every weekend, with boats such as Tryspar, 
Triumph, Torpedo, Tamarac, Twont and 
Trefesa fighting for honours. 

The early seventies saw anothu class 
change, this time to the International 

Fireball. Competition remained keen, and 
many weekends motor cars and spectators 
would line the riverbank to watch the 
exciting racing. 

In 1978 the two-man boats began to give 
way to the one-man Laser class, and in 1980 
the fleet mainly consisted of Lasers, 
Optimists and_ a few Gypsies. 

Since the formation of the club much has 
changed; the boats, the rigging, the sails, the 
people and even the river. Gone are the 
days when the 144 ton schooner "Uitenhage 
Packet" plied the river. Silting has become a 
problem, and at low tide sailing conditions 
are unsatisfactory, however, at high tide it is 
a different story with the water five metres 
deep in places. Today, the club has almost 
600 members, but sadly, most are social, 
and only a small band of Sprogs and Lasers 
race every weekend. 

An interesting programme of exciting 
activities and regattas have been arranged, 
each one designed to commemorate the 
historic milestone in the life of the club and 
yachting. One of the highlights will be the 
centenary regatta from March 5-10 for 
Springbok yachtsmen who will be 
competing in Lasers. 

Allan and Graham Bush sailing 'lpi Moya' on a screaming reach during a club race in 1975. 

How's this for 

SELF -

Righteousness 

RECENT DOUBTS regarding the self
righting capabilities of the L26 prompted 
Dick Haliburton, President of the class 
association, to perform a series of static 
tests on the yacht. 

These tests were vital, not only to prove 
the self-righting capabilities of the yacht, but 
to dispel any doubts in the minds of the 
people of Bob Reinecke's Commission of 

Enquiry in to small craft safety. These 
people, it seems, were concerned about the 
stability of this craft, and indicated that they 
would like to see dynamic stability tests 
performed on it. 

Anyone with any knowledge on this 
subject would realise that there are too 
many variables to define, and that literally 
only a handful of people in the world are 
sufficiently knowledgeable about the 
subject. 

Haliburton decided to verify the 
designer's righting moments at 90 degrees. 
He took his own yacht Element, and heeled 
her until the mast was parallel to the water, 
and hung weights at the hounds until she 
balanced. 

Designer Angelo Lavranos had said that 
125 pounds (56,8 kg) would be required to 
make the boat balance, so it was no surprise 
to Haliburton and his helpers when the 
weights they used amounted to 124,3 
pounds (56,5 kg). This excluded the weight 
of the dry genoa sheet with which the 
weights were tied on. 

Haliburton and the creators of the L 26 
were delighted with this result as it proved 
that Lavranos's calculations were extremely 
accurate. 

It took seven people, three on the leeward 
rail, three pulling on a halyard, and one 
person up the mast to pull her mast parallel 
to the water. This in itself must surely show 
how difficult it is for an L 26 to be capsized, 
as under normal sailing conditions there will 
be crew on the weather rail making a 
capsize even more difficult. 

JOIN THE FAMILY FUN FLEET ! 
Halcats are the most popular sailboats in 
this country. Why? Halcats are simple to rig, 
and a pleasure to sail. They're built rugged, 
to take all the knocks over the years and still 
stay on top. For family cruising, Halcats 
offer unrivalled buoyancy and load carrying 
apacity. And if you're into racing. Halcats 
re the largest racing class around. An 
ctive class association ensures regattas 
herever you are and good resale values 
o. A nationwide dealer network promises 

rompt delivery and ever-available spares. 
II adds up to hassle-free, fun ·11ed sailin 
oin the family fun Fleetl 

ALCATS, wherever you are! 
Jehanneaburg : Helcat Sales (,SU 1) 838-6943 
Pretoria : Pretoria Gypsey {0121 755421 
Durban: Boat Showrooms (031) 3"17-878 
Pietermaritzburg : Capital Outdoor Cantre (0331 )52628 
l'ietermaritzburg: Midmiu Boat Shop (0331) 2756 
Port Elizabeth! Caravan Craft {041) 516667 
C wn: Craig'11 Cabin (021) 223121 , 
Bloemfontein : Charles Street Motors (0611 73384 

-Pwttenberli Bay: Derek's Marine (04467) 31443 
Van Der Bijl Park: Hon. Care Centre (016) 311-234 
Kroonatad; :V~ Mqtors {01411f27353 

YAC 337 
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