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MERCURY OUTBOARD MOTORS LTD 11 End St., Extension, Johannesburg 
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MARINE WORLD 315 Du Toit St., Pretoria (012) 34111 or 34113. 
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GLENWOOD FORD CHAMPIOIN OF CHAMPIONS 

'Char.ipions of Champions.' Derek Warne and Terry Clarence with the Royal Natal Yacht Club Cup. 

Match Racing - a rarity in South Africa 
only a few years ago - is now a well 
established spectator sport that has taken 
yachtsmen by storm, and no exception to 
this rule is the Glenwood Ford Champion of 
Champions event. 

Run on an inter-provincial basis, this 
prestige event has really created incredible 
interest in all the provinces where there was 
much speculation as to who would be 
selected to compete. In Natal a selection 
trial was held, with 15 of the provinces top 
combinations vying for the positions 
allocated. It was unfortunate that the trials 
were blown out due to gale force winds, 
leaving the selection committee the unenvi
able task of arbitarily deciding a team. The 
final decision was obviously the correct one 
as Terry Clarence was the eventual winner. 
The eventual line-up was particularly 
impressive, with many of the top names 
competing, but unfortunately there were 
some new-commers to match racing who 
had not done their homework before the 
event, and before they knew it were already 
a few races down, whilst those who had 
prepared themselves thoroughly had a 
number of easy races. With this in mind, the 
organising committee may have to give 
serious thought to the selection process and 
rather invite competitors to compete instead 
of relying on the provincial associations to 

nominate competitors. Better weather 
conditions could not be asked for through
out the three days as a pleasant North 
Easter blew peaking at 12-15 knots on the 
final day. Gerrie Schmidt, the ever efficient 
race officer again handled the many starts 
with precision, yet maintaining excellent 
courses and start lines. 

It was the Nan kin/ Provoyeur match, the 
first match of the series, where the tone of 
the event was set. Immediately the two 
competitors were allowed into the arena the 
battle was on with Nankin doing his utmost 
to control the dual, but to no avail as 
Provoyeur had command of the situation. 
Nankin broke first, but was closely covered 
by Provoyeur who had the edge at the 
weather mark, but Nankin employed some 
excellent tactics to break through to weather 
of Provoyeur on the run and take the lead at 
the leeward mark. Provoyeur broke 
immediately on rounding, but Nankin's 
loose cover kept him ahead to win 
comfortably. 

Clarence and Nankin met in rour)d four, 
at that stage both being unbeaten. Pre-race 
manoeuvres were close, with Nankin having 
control of the situation and covering his 
apponent all the way up the beat. There was 
much cover taking, but to no avail. Positions 
changed a number of times on the run, with 
Nankin leading by centimetres at the 

leeward mark. Clarence and his crew Derick 
.Warne made an dynamic team, and after an 
excellent display of roll taking up the final 
beat just managed to cross ahead of Nan kin. 
The finish, amid much applauding from the 
many spectators. was a close affair with 
Clarence being the victor by centimetres. 

Immediately following this round 
Clarence and Provoyeur clashed. Once 
again this was extremely close, with 
Provoyeur taking the gun. 

Allen Scott of the Eastern Province 
caused the biggest upset of the first day by 
beating Nankin in their match. This tied 
Clarence and Provoyeur for first place with 
six wins each, while Nankin had five. 

Racing in round two was generally closer 
with Rick Parker providing the upsets. In 
two separate matches he beat both Nankin 
and Provoyeur while Clarence again beat all 
his apponents bar Nankin. 

This Nankin/Clarence dual was tight, 
with Nankin sailing his opponent past the 
Committee Boat forcing him to make a bad 
gybe. This gave Nankin his opportunity of 
breaking for the line with clear wind and the 
advantag<:: he needed to make amends for 
their previous dual, beating Clearence 
convincingly. 

Having been beaten the previous day Q,Y 
Provoyeur, Clarence was out to prov.e his 
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~ A typical match racing dual up the beat. Here Clarence (E) is close}y,covering Provoyeur 

(BJ. 
superiority. Clarence started as windward 
bo,at, but his opponent due to excellent 
tactical sailing worked his way to windward 
to lead at the weather mark. The run saw 
both competitors level peg, naturally result-
ing in some spectacular luffing and gybing 
matches. Clarence rounded ahead<, yet 
Provoyeur was not giving up. An impressive 
display of tactical sailing ensued, with both 
competitors pushing their craft through the 
water extremely fast, coupled with good roll 
tacking. It was anyrnes race right up to the 
finish where Clarence took the gun by less 
than two seconds. -

Round two ended with Clarence leading 
overall with two losses, followed by Pro
voyeur with three and Nankin with five. 

Without doubt the final day would be 
crucial, especially for Provoyeur and 
Clarence, as if either of them forfeited a 
race, they would be out of contention for the 
"Champion of Champions" title. 

Again the weather was perfect, with an 
ideal Match Racing wind flowing for the 
third day in succession. 

All eyes were on Clarence and Provoyeur, 
as it was likely that the winner would be one 
of these two unless they had a disastrous 
day. 

Clarence beat Nankin, leaving him with 
Provoyeur to contend with. This was 
undoubtably a needle match as who ever 
won, would win the Glenwood Ford 
Champions title. The start was tight with 
both competition. Some ultra close racing 
took place up the beat, resulting in a 
collision and protect flags being hoisted by • 
both competitors. It was obvious that the 
final result would depend upon this protest, 
as if Clarence was disqualified he would tie 
with Provoyeur. Be that as it may, Provoyeur 
was disqualified in the protest, giving Terry 
Clarence and Derick Warne a full round of 
victories, and the title "Champions of 
Champions". 

Because of his disqualified, Provoyeur 
tied with Nankin on points, but was 
relegated to third overall after the tie was 
broken, giving nankin second spot. 

Although these three dominated the 
series, all the other competitors had their 
moments of glory through sensible sailing. 
Allan Scott managed to beat Nankin early in 
the series, as did Nankin and Parker beat 
Provoyeur. 

Stephen Kuhn, a newcommer to Match 
Racing make his mark after a shakey start 
and produced some fine tactical sailing to 
earn himself JO points, unfortunately finish
ing in fifth place after breaking the tie with 
Rick Parker. 

Having plugged the spectator side of the 
event, the organisers and sponsors were well 
rewarded with good spectator fleets being 
present every day. 

With the rapid development in the Flying 
Fifteen blass at present, and the .high 
number of new.boats being built, next years 
event will undoubtably see the "new 
Sheppard" style Flying Fifteen being used, 
with all boats sporting new sails. 
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DUCK SAILING CLOTHING 

New on the market is a range of sailing 
clothing specifically designed for dinghy 
sailing by Colin Oibb, Springbok Laser 
Sailor. At present the range consists of 
shorts, long pants and 5,5kg weightjacket. 
The pants are made from lightweight nylon 
with durable acrylic canvas portions on the 
butt and i:alves, padded with closed cell 
foam. The waistband is adjustable to give 
the most comfortable fit. This construction 
ensures that the pants do not become heavy 
and restrictive when wet. The nylon fabric is 
porous to avoid heat build up in summer but 
also provides a good alternative to expensive 

ROYAL INSTRUMENT 

Connell Instrument Co. (Pty.) Ltd are the 
South Af.rican agents for Royal Sail Boat 
and navigation instruments. 

All instruments are either digital or 
aralogue depending on personal pre
ferences. The digital wind direction has an 
accuracy of 1 %, and can be altered for 
rough and calm conditions. The aralogue 
wind direction gives direction from 1800 to 
200 on both port and starboard tacks. 

Digital wind speed has a range from 
0-99 knots with a l knot accuracy, while 
the analogue has a wind speed of 60 knots. 
To supplement this series, there is a close 
hauled analogue instrument with a range of 
between !So - 600 off the wind. 

The masthead unit for all these comes 
complete with a 21 m cable and all the 
accessories needed for immediate installat
ion. 

Boat speed instruments are again both 
digital and analogue with a separate log 

wet suits during the winter. Both the shorts 
and longs are available in sizes 32, 34 and 36 
at R20 for the shorts and R27 for the longs. 
Only one colour is available (i.e. dark blue 
with yelow padding). The weightjatckets 
consist of a waist coat with pockets to take 
two plastic water pouches. These are filled 
before the race and weight then remains 
constant until released. The jacket may be 
discarded in an emergency, simply by 
pulling open the "velcro" fasterners in 
front. They weigh approx 5,5kg when full 
and are navy blue with a yellow trim. Price 
R27. 

Available from Chris Hecker, 1 Buffalo 
Road, Witkoppie Ridge, Boksburg, 1460, 
Transvaal (Phone 011-8944928) and Colin 
Dibb, 152 Fairhaven, 5 Marine P~trade, 
Durban, 4001, Natal (Phone 031-374158). 

totalizer. All these instruments are 
connected to paddle whe_el speed and log 
transducers. An exceptionally good picture 
of the paddle wheel fitting is that it can be 
retracted into the boat from the flarge. 

There are two types of depth instruments, 
a digital model that matches the rest of the 
instruments and can be mounted externally, 
or a chart table model. The digital model 
has a depth range from 1-50 metres with a 
number of interesting features. 'Over 50111' 
is indicated by a blinking display, and when 
no read-out in observed. The sounder is 
failing to detect a return echo. It also 
features an alarm. The transducer is a 
through-hull type that can be retracted. 

The flashing depth sounder with alarm is 
an analogue type depth sounder, with a. 
range to 120 metres. The transducer for this 
model can be mounted inside the hull, 
eleminating the need to drill a hole into the 
hull. 

All these instruments are available from: 
Connell Instrument Co., 
P.O. Box 4803, Cape Town 
Phone: 021-252050, 412887 

WIND POWER BRUSH 

Berco, a national company firmly en
trenched in the Office Cleaning Industry, 
has entered the consumer market with a 
water-powered, rotary action brush that 
attaches to a standard hosepipe. 

Called the 'Swirlon', the brush has 
already sold well over 1 000 000 in Australia 
where it was initially manufactured. "We 
have been awarded sole manufacturing and 
distribution rights for South Africa" said 
Bernard Cox, Berco's Group Managing 
Director. "Initially we will be importing, but 
we have already started making extension 
handles locally." 

The Swirlon is a hand-held brush with an 
internal rotating brush powered by the 
mains water pressure. Liquid detergent is 
added to the water from a small reservoir at 
the back of the brush. The ease with which 
the Swirlon gently cleans such things as cars 
and windows is a delight. 

Swirlon is ideal for a multitude of home 
and industrial applications and retails at 
R29,75. 

"This is a very exciting project for us," 
said Bernard Cox, "We've been involved in 
contract office cleaning for a number of 
years and obviously before accepting Swir
lon we have tested its reliability and 
efficiency. This will be the first of a number 
of products we hope to introduce in the near 
future." 
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