
Dinghy 
Specialist 
Hudson 
Awarded 
Yachtsman 
of the Year 
Trophy ... 
D AVE Hudson, the Aeolians skipper 

who has been capped more times 
for his country than any other South 
African sailor, has been made Yachts
man of the Year fo r 1981. 

The 35-year-old dinghy specialist, 
who holds three national titles in the 
Sprog, Fireball and FD classes, received 
his award at the annual meeting of the 
South African Yacht Racing Associa
tion at the Victoria lake Club on March 
5. 

last year, Hudson established two 
firsts when he was awarded his Colours 
for . the FD World Championships in 
Spam. It was the second time he had 
received Colours that year. In doing so 
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he became the first South African 
yachtsman to achieve the distinction of 
being capped twice in one year. 

With five caps to his credit, he has 
been awarded Springbok Colours more 
times than any other South African 
helmsman; in 1971, '78, '80 and twice 
last year. 

Hudson, a yachtsman of undoubted 
dis tinction, still says he faces his biggest 
challenge in the tiex t 18 months. 

Don Marshall, SA Yachting's Trans
vaal correspondent, interviewed him in 
Johannesburg . ... 

How did you become involved in sailing? 
I started sailing when 11 or 12 years old , 

as a junior member of Point Yacht Club. A 
friend of my father' belonged to PYC and he 
asked whether my brother, Alan, and myself 
wanted to sail. PYC had a flee t of Cadets 
which they used to train juniors. Beginners 
had to crew for the more ex perienced juniors, 
till they were judged proficient to take the 
helm themselves. T he training programme 
was well organised - and that is how I go t 
started on a sou nd footing. 
You were fortunate in the sense that you 
we~e. introd~ced to a club that offered junior 
trammg. This ·seems to be the exception more 
than the rule in South Africa? 

fonior training seems to be sporadic. It is 
cyclical, really. Clu bs seem to develop their 
iumor programmes, often to have them fold 
after a while. This is unfortunate because I 
believe that we miss a crop of good sailors by 
allowing the training programmes to lapse. 
You are the first South African yachtsman to 
achieve the honour of being capped for his 
country five times. To do this you had to be
come a specialist in more than one class. How 
did you graduate through the classes? 

I sailed Cadets for about fou r seasons as a 
junior. The prime event at that tim e was what 
was known as the Point Yacht Club Cadet 
Junior Championship and the trophy was 
donated by Ritchie MacDonald , honorary life 
president of PYC. It was an incredible silver 
trophy which captured everybody's imagina
tion. I did not know of a junior who did not 
want to win it. The trophy was hand-made 
and cost one hundred guineas in those days -
unagine what it is worth today. It was the 
most beautiful thing I had ever seen. 
If ever there was an incentive to sail well, it 
was the thought of winning that trophy ? 

Definitely, and everything that went with 
it. One of the conditions in the Deed of Gift 
was that it was to be a floating trophy till 
won by the son of a previous winner. These 
days I am certain that the wording has been 
altered to read the child of a previous winner. 
Although the Cadet Class has folded at PYC, 
I am certain that the juniors arc still competing 
for it in a different class. 

Several previous winners have children 
who are approaching the age where they will 
be able to compete for that trophy. One of 
the early winners became a Roman Catholic 
priest, so he is probably out of the running. 
Another remained a bachelor so he, too, has 
dropped out of the contest. But there is a 
bunch of us who have children, any of whom 
could be in a position to take that trophy 
home for the last time. 
You obviously did not spend the res t of the 
time sailing Cadets? 

No, after graduating from the Cadet Class 
I crewed in Sprogs and used to sail PYC mem
bers' dinghies occasionally on cruise days. I 
think it was in 1965 that I built an Andy, 
there were a couple in Durban at the time, 
and sailed it for about a season-and-a-half. It 
wasn't much in the way of competition, but 
it was a lively little boat. 
Surely, after your early successes in the 
Cadets you could not stay out of racing fo r 
long? 

Correct. In 1965 I bought an oldish Sprog 
and started racing that with Alan. We decided 

to trailer it to our first national contest at 
Saldahna Bay. In those days the big names in 
Sprogs were Koper, Midlane, Colin Foster 
and Albert Bruins. We ended tenth and learnt 
a fortune's worth in tactics. It made us really 
keen on racing at that competitive level. 
You did not restrict yourselves to Sprogs? 

No. I bought a 505 which we sailed for a 
couple of seasons before winning our first 
national title , in 1968. 
Who was the better all-ro und sailor, you or 
Alan? 

Alan was a good helmsman in his own 
right, but he was also a far better crew than I 
was, and that is why matters worked out the 
way they did, with me on the helm. We once 
got into an argument about who was the better 
yachtsman because of the way I had been 
sai ling. At that time we had already won a 
couple of Nationals, so I thought I knew what 
I was d_oing. Alan did not agree with me, so 
we decided to stage a com petition to se ttle 
the issue. Two identical boats were chosen 
and a 12-match mini series was arranged. Alan 
beat me 11 out of 12 races, so I dropped the 
issue smartly. 
You once entered two national regattas at the 
same time. How did you cope? 

With difficulty. T he 1968 Nationals for 
Sprogs and 505 's were sailed at the same 
venue, with one class racing in the morning 
and the other in the afternoon. We had scored 
a first and a third in both classes when a resail 
was ordered and the programmes clashed. I 
was keen to win the Sprogs because Nicky 
Korving was our big competition at the time. 
On the other hand, there was an overseas trip 
at stake in the 505's, so it was almost under
standable that we should drop out of the 
Sprog Nationals. We won the 505 Nationals 
and earned a ticket to the World Cham
pionships in Kiel, West Germany, later that 
year. 
Was Kiel your first international regatta? 

Yes. Lqqking back I would say it was 
quite a naive effort. We got a new boat, 
received much help from Bruce McCurrach , 
because he knew quite a lot about 505 hulls 
sails and that sort of thing. But we weni 
straight over to West Germany, sailed the 
rega tta and that was it. It was only after we 
got to Kiel that we began to learn about in
ternational racing. We finished midway down 
the 80-boat fleet , which was probably a little 
better than we expected, but we did improve 
with every race. We started by coming stone 
last in the first race, after a bit of a blunder 
on the final beat, but had worked ourselves 
up to a fifth position in the second-last race. 
You withdrew from all competitive racing 
after Kiel? 

Yes, I got involved in university work, but 
not before winning the 1969 505 Nationals. 
You next appeared as an FD skipper? 

Alan and I borrowed an old FD that had 
not been sailed for some time. It had belonged 
to Nell Mcinnes, a well-known Natal sailor. 
We d~cided to _s trip it and rebuild it, knowing 
that 1t was a bit of a madcap idea because the 
Nationals were only three weeks away. We 
virtually worked around the clock those last 
four days before leaving Durban, yet a still
unfuushed boat was loaded on a trailer for the 
journey to Saldanha Bay. 

We were exhausted when we left Durban 
and both Alan and I fell asleep in the car at 
'Maritzburg, with the result that we missed 
the first day of the Nationals. 
What about your sponsors? 

Point Yacht Club had given us something 
like R5 0 towards travelling expenses and they 
were furious when they discovered that we 
had not arrived in time for the regatta. We 
pressed on for Sald_anha, feeling depressed 
about the whole episode. Then as we came 
over the top of Du Toit's Kloof Pass that 
evening our hoj)es soared . A frightful south
eas ter was blowing and we rea lised that there 
was a possibility , just a possibility mind you 
that the day's racing had been can~eU ..:d. ' 

We arrived at the Saldan ha venue at 10 llllli. 
p.m. to find a notice pinned to the board that r 
the first day's sailing had been postponed. We 40 
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At the recent Zeekoe Vlei Yacht Club fift ieth 
anniversary d inner, fi ftee n of the club's seven
teen liv ing Commodores were present . Stand
ing , left to right: Geoff Paterson, Dennis 

Hudson Interview 
were still in t he Nat ionals! 

~ We had nowhere to sta y t hat nigh t an d 
still had so much tuning to do t hat we carried 

38 011 wo rk ing right through. By the nex t morning 
the boat wa s ·till no t ready, but th e south 
easte r was blowing as hard as it had bee n the 
p revious da y. so racing \\' as again pos tponed. 

We slept ne:-. t to the boat th at night and 
the nex t day t he wind blew out th.: racing 
again so we j ust k<! pt on wo rk ing. 

The \\'i nd finally abated and the 

Woodward, Dave Bruce, Eric Bongers, Robin 
Mackellar, Lou is van Winsen, Geoff Myburgh, 
Herb Mackenzie, J immy Simpson and Tony 
Kershaw . Seated : Gordon Graham, 'Stevie ' 

we re held over two days , two races on thu 
first an d three on the last day. Wit h our boat 
fa lling apa rt a ll the tim e, we fini shud fourth . 
Not bad for yo ur first FD national competi 
tion. Wo uld you have done be tte r with a 
trouble-free boat? 

Alan and I were comple te novices in PD 
~a il in g and did no t know what we were doing. 
In two of the races w\! had ni ce lead s a t th e 
weather mark and then ou r boat fell apart. A 
real stu dent effo rt , yo u might say, alth ough a 
lo t o f fu n. We lea rn t a lo t at that rega tta a nd 
it was an \! y<!-opener to us. T he late Don Ord 
was no t competing that year and he generously 

1. Geoff Myburgh, newly elected President of 
SAY RA presents the 1981 Owen Aisher 
Yachtsman of the Year Trophy to Dave 
Hudson at the end of the SAYRA AGM 
held at VLC recently. 

2. (I to r) Ernie Morrison, Vaughn Giles and 
Prof Wog' Hawkesworth . 

3 . Stephen Flesch, MD of SA Yachting, con
gratulates Dave Hudson at the cocktai l 
party after the SA YRA AGM . 

4. Maureen Barry and Mrs Gold . 
5. Johan Kohl, J im Gold , Paddy Peel.Pearce 

and Cavan Rank in. 

Stephens, 'Hoogie' van Hoogst raaten and 
Elkan Green. Stephen Flesch, t he present 
Commodo re is in front. Unable to be present 
were Jimmy Duncan and Paul Anstee-Bennett. 

h<! lped us a lo t. 
An eye-opener in what sense? 

We were no t by any stretch of the im agi
nation t he most expe rienced pa ir on th e wate r 
and compe ting aga inst the likes o f John Sully , 
Alan Tu cker, Ge rha rd Ko per and the late 
Bryan Metca lfe, you arc bound to learn a lo t. 
It was a really st rong regat ta and , with all 
the mishaps along the way , we were rea lly 
thri lled to catch fo urth place. 
You were competing in national regattas again. 
Did yo ur luck hold ? 

An inc redi ble th ing happened. Jo hn Sull y 
teh:ph oncd me a few month s late r and said he 

would no t be able to make the 1971 Nat ionals 
and would I like to make use of his boat and 
crew. imm edi ately before this happened, I 
had bought ano the r s •cond-hand Sprog (it 
had a bad reputation, so I go t it fo r next to 
no thing). Neil and I did a little wo rk on it and 
se t o ff fo r the I 971 Nationals at Swartvlci, 
which we won with a race in hand . 
What about the Sully offer? 

It was like being struck by a thunderbo lt, 
because at that tim e you hardly spo ke to 
John Sully. He was th e god of South African 
sailing, and Dur,ban sa iling in particular. There 
he was offe ring me his boat and crew for th e 
Nationals in Port Elizabeth. I was bowled 
ove r by his o ffe r .... 
How did you make out? 

I was introdu ced to Sully 's crew, Alec 
Hardie, and the drift o f the o ffer was that if 
we did well at the Nationals we would go to 
the FD World Championships in Prance in 
August, 1971. 
You said that you were ill-prepared for KieL 
Did you repeat your mistake for the French 
Worlds? 

This tim e I planned a pre-Wo rlds campaign. 
Alec Hardie and I kicked off in January, 
I 971, and we took it all very se riously. I had 
done a lot of reading about international 
campaigns, so we contacted a prom incn t 
Natal physical edu cation specialist who 

The David Butler Trophy for junior yachtsman 
of the year went to 17 year old Murray Spiers 
who was a member of the team w hich partici
pated in the Windsurfer World Team Sailing 
Championships in Sardin ia during May. He 
was also a member of the South Afr ican team 
which competed in the IYRU World Yout h 
Championsh ips where he crewed for B Clark 
in a Laser IL 

He then competed in the Windsurfer World 
Championships where he finished 14th in h is 
weight group - the best position achieved by 
any of the South Africans. He was one of t he 
few South Africans to f in ish a race in typhoon 
wind conditions where only 60 out of 365 
final ists finished -
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SA YRA sponsors Laser World entry 

T HIS yea r the SA YRA decided to spon o r a 
junio r yachtsman to the Laser World 

Championships to be held in Alghero Sa rdinia 
as it was unlikely that we would be sending a 
team to the IYRU youth champion hips. 

The re were 13 trialists from each province 
with the SADFSA being able to nominate 2 
competito rs. 

The selec tion committee consisted of G 
Myburgh, J Howard , G Kliihn , J Samuel and 
R de Vlieg. The championship event o f six 
races with two triangles and a windward lee
ward course being sailed fo r each course. The 
first day of the trials was held in winds no t 
exceeding 12 kn ots, four races being ailed . 
During the second race the wind did som e 
funn y variations but the leade rs still remained 
the leaders. 

On the second day of the trials the first 

wo rked out a training programm e to ge t us 
bo th physically prepared fo r the event. We 
tried to sa il four tim es a week after work 
and again at weekends. 
Your name disappeared from the racing 
honours lists for several years after that? 

Yes, I go t involved in my ca reer and did 
no t sail for a couple o f years. Te rry bought 
himself a Finn and later a fireball , which he 
sailed witl1 Geo ff Meck. We go t togeth er aga in 
early in 1978 , in a Fireball . 
That is another class in which you have ex
celled? 

Well, we won the Nat ionals in 1978 and 
again in '79 , and we were second to Rick 
Nankin in I 980. We won the title again las t 
year - and this yea r's event comes up at 
Easter. 
What is the competition like in Fireball 
racing? 

It seems to be the class closes t to the world 
pace. South Africans have done consistently 
well at the Fireball Worlds during the past 
seven yea rs. 
Why is the standard in the Fireballs closest to 
the world standard? 

My own view is because of the attitude o f 
those who compete in the clas . There is a 
tremendous sharing and pooling o f ideas. You 
do no t seem to ge t yachtsmen try ing to do 
well a t th e expense of o the rs, which I have 
experienced in some of th e o ther cl asses. In 
the Cape, where the strength lay a couple o f 
years ago, we trained togethe r and o rganised 
infom1al sailing weekends. We tried to do well 
and the stronges t competition lay be tween 
the best of friends. 
What is the co-operation like today? 

It is still characte risti c of the class and I 
really believe that this is the reason why th e 
standard has rocke ted in Fireballs in South 
Africa. We have had some formal training, 
but I think that the biggest benefit is gained 
from the good yachtsm en spurring th e effo rts 
of those who are placed in the mid die o f th e 

race was held in 18 kno t wind and by the end 
o f the second race the wind was gusting up to 
25 kno ts. We can all be proud of the junio rs 
who all sa iled magnificently and it was a ve ry 
keenly co ntes ted event indeed. It was un
fo rtunate that on the second day Stewart 
Hegerstrom su ffcred from seasickness. Th e 
tussle at that stage was be tween Gary Holliday 
and Rowan Clark. The overall winner was 
Gary Holliday. Gary is to represent the South 
African junio rs at the Lase r World Champion
ships and will compete against 250 o f the to p 
wo rld skippers. He will join the o fficial nomi
nations of the Laser class, Christopher King, 
Roy Heine and Colin Dibb. 

Geoff Myburgh will also be there on the 
international jury to help see that justice and 
fair sailing are carried out. He will then stay 
on and compete in the Lase r world maste rs 
event. 

flee t. We e ither crew for them or helm, or 
perhaps go out in ano ther boat to watch them 
perfo rm , and then o ffer advice. There arc 
currently two pocke ts of Fireball sa iling in 
South Africa, one in the Cape and the o ther 
in the Transvaal . The Cape chaps do just as 
we do. People like Rick Nankin o r J.J. Pro
voyeur spend a lo t of tim e with the less
experienced Fireball sai lo rs and this gives 
corn petition in the cla s a trcm cndous boost. 
We are already planning our stra tegy fo r the 
nex t Worlds - no t the one in Australia but 
the one afte r that , in Switze rl and . 
Lake sailing in Switzerland will present you 
with conditions to which you are not ac
customed? 

We will certainl y have to adapt to lake 
sailing. South Afri cans perfo m1 bes t in windy 
conditions and , in the pas t , we have held all 
of our trials at sea. Th is yea r we intend to 
hold our trials at an inland venue in p repara
tion for the Wo rlds in Switzerl and , so I think 
di ffe rent people will be se lected . 
Does tl1is mean that you have started to tailor 
your trials to match as closely as possible the 
conditions at the Worlds? 

We have go t to do that. We have got to ge t 
away from the practice of selec ting people 
wh o perfo rm bes t in windy conditions. Of the 
three world championship events I have been 
to t here have been only five races in which 
conditions were favourable fo r full trapezing. 
In those five races, Te rry and I go t three 
firsts and two seconds, so we we re o bviously 
competitive once the wind topped 15 kn o ts. 
We struggled when the wind dro pped below 
15 knots. 
It surprises me that you and Terry Reynolds 
managed to stay together as a team after you 
moved to Johannesburg 2Y2 years ago? 

Our separation was not a pro blem because 
I used to go to Ca pe T own on bu siness and we llllli. 
would put in practice in my spare tim e. In ,.. 
the meantim e, I have bee n sa iling FD's with 
Grant David)!;c-Pitts. We had an 18-month 44 
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Hudson Interview 
.. campaign aimed at the Wo rlds in Spain last 
'111111 year, which was most enjoyable. Although 

Grant is a helm sman , he has the quickest 
41 reactions o f anyone I have sai led with. A for t

night before we were due to leave fo r Spain 
I go t tied up with a business pro blem which 
forced my withdrawal. Then Grant got 
caught in a veld fire and suffe red se rious 
burns, but he managed to make the world 
event. With my withdrawal and Grant's 
injuries it was a grea t disappointm ent after 
all the e ffort he and I had made . 
But you first had to win the Nationals before 
setting off for F rance? 

We did , so th e nex t stop was France. That 
was probably the peak of my sa iling caree r 
because Rodney Pattinson was th ere. He had 
won the '68 Olympics and had also won the 
World Championsh ip title after that. All the 
big names in f'D racing were at La Rochelle 
and it turned o ut to be an in credible regatta . 

' How did you go this t ime? 
We fini shed eleventh , but what was signifi

cant was th at we were up front whenever the 
wind blew. We go t a first and a third o n th e 
two days when there was trapezing weather 
and , in both of these races, we had a rea lly 
go d dice with Rodney Pattinson all th e way 
round th e co urse. 
Was th is your best result at a world event? 

No, but it was my most significant racing 
a.:hieveme nt. To beat a sa ilo r of Pattin son's 
cali bre in two o ut of six races was a rea l cyc
opener to us. 
It made you realise that you could get through 
to the top in inte rnational racing? 

Till th en, and even today, most people 
th ought that So uth Africa was at a big di s
advantage in in tc rnational ailing. 1 would 
ag ree with th em from o ne po int of view, 
because geographica lly we arc away from all 
the actio n . On the o ther hand , th e good 
wea th er conditio ns all the yea r ro und a rc a 
big advantage. While we do not have easy 
access to to p competitio n, we do ge t a lot 
mo re SJi ling oppor tunities than people in 
Euro pe, for example. Our trip to the World 
Championships .in La Rochelle showed that 
even a fairly naive campaign such as the o ne 
we had emba rked on, could put us within 
s triking dista nce of a result. 
You describe it as a nai"ve campaign. In what 
sense nafve? 

We ll , we went in not knowing anything 
about FD's. John Sully obvio usly helped a 
lo t , but I had done little top class sa iling at 
that stage. 1 think Alex Hardie and I handled 
things pre tty we ll against th e inte rnational 
fi eld . 
Did your performance at the Worlds change 
your attitude towards sailing when you 
returned to South Africa? 

I did not do mu ch sa iling for ab ut two 
years afte r re turning from the FD Worlds , 
But I did buy an o ld FD with financ ial help 
from Wilfred Hancock, who was th e doyen 
of Na tal sa iling. I s tarted co llaborating wi th a 
chap who was go ing to crew for me, but he 
left th e projec t o ut of fru stratio n after we had 
spent a yea r working o n it. 

At tha t stage a you ng fe llow ca lled Te rry 
Rey nolds began pes te ring me, say ing that he 
wanted to crew fo r me . I did no t know him 
and was not take n with him at first, so turned 
him down. But he persisted for abo ut three 
month s and eventu ally said he wou ld help to 
rebui ld the FD. That , in a sense, was the key 
to me finishing my project , so I decided to 
have him on board . 
This was of course the start of another race
winning combina tio n? 

Terry had bui lt hin1 se lf a Spea rh ead at 
that stage and he suggested we enter the Na
tional Garnes in 1973 . Th e end result was that 
we started sai ling in the Spearhead Class in a 
boat that was about 20 kg overweight and o ne 
th at could, at bes t, be de cribed as crude, 
alth ough well laid o ut. Look ing back, I would 
say that it was a good boa t, conside ring that 
we won all the races in the Wes te rn Province 
Championships, th e Nata l Champio nsh ips and 
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th en the Garnes. But to answer yo ur question, 
yes, w.:- we re a good combination . We com
bined we ll and he was an outstanding c rew. 
Also, we became close friends . 
How lo ng did the Hudson-Reynolds partner
ship last? 

It has lasted ti ll today. 
What about the FD you were supposed to be 
rebuilding? 

We finall y finish.:d it. We calculated th at if 
we had driven a taxi or done some o th er kind 
of work in our spare tim e to make ex Ira 
mon ey during th e period we had spent re
building th e FD. we could have bought three 
or fou r FD 's in its place. We took thi s FD to 
th e 1975 Nationa ls, which we won. This 
qualified us to go to th e Wo rld s in Canada, I 
think it was , but Te rry and I fe lt that it wou ld 
be a waste of tim e because we be lie ved that 
were we re not sai ling that we ll. By this tin1 e I 
had moved to Cape Tow n and Te rry had 
jo ined me th e re. 

Will you be staying with Grant Davidge-Pi tts 
in FD's? 

No , I have reassessed my pos ition sin ce the 
Fi reball Worlds in the UK, where we had a 
di sapp o inting result in finish ing fo urt eenth . 
Our mediocre show ing in the light condition · 

we won th e o nly event that was held in 
good wind - was th e fina l pointer to me that 
Te rry and myself we re wasting our tim e in 
F ireba lls. He is mu ch heav ie r than th e ave rage 
crew and I am slightly heavier than the ave rage 
helmsman. We we re overa ll about 50 kg 
heavier t}ian the average British lightwright 
crews and about 30 kg heavier than their top 
crews. We realised that we we re wasting o ur 
t,im e in anyth ing but windy cond it ions. 

Does this mean that you will be appearing at 
the next Nationals with a new crew? 

Yes. I have decided to go for a rea ll y light 
se tup , just as th e British have done. I wil l be 
sa iling with Alex Stone , who was J .J. Pro
voyeur's crew. With J .J. living in Cape Town 
and Alex living in Johannesburg it seemed the 
proper thing to do. Alex is 15 kg lighte r than 
Terry and I have lost 7 kilos myself. I am also 
building a lighte r boa t. I am aiming for the 
weight range that the British arc into. 

So the champion goes back to school? 
You could say that. It means that eve ry

thing I have learnt about Fireballs which is 
gea red to a heavy sc tup , has to be th row n 
out o f the window. I am starti ng virtually 
from scratch and I reckon it will tak e me at 
least a full season to ge t o rganised with a 
lighter crew, lighte r boat and softer rig. You 
could say th at I am sta rting from the begin
ning with no rea l idea of what I am go ing to 
do. 

That ta kes care of your achievements in F ire
balls, FD's, Spearheads, Sprogs. What else? 

My wife, Jane, and I won the Sprog Na
tionals in 1980 and 198 1. I borrowed a Sprog 
when we arrived in Jo hannesburg to compete 
in the Nationals at Vaal Dam, which we won. 
Then last yea r, we sa iled the nationals at 
Saldanha, and for that we must blame J .J . 
Provoyeur. We were no t go ing to ente r. but 
he boasted that he would drill us out of sight. 
So we borrowed a boa t and made th e trip at 
great expense - and J .J . did not turn up. But 
Rick ankin was there and so was Harry 
Ellens and we had a supe r rega tta. 
What did J.J. say afte rwards? 

Sorry ! 

Wha t abo ut your fut ure in sailing? 
I am 35 and do not in tend wasting my 

chances at future FD Worlds, so I have decided 
to m ake an all-out e ffort fo r a world cham
pionship in Fireballs. We have drawn up an 
18-mo nth programm e to prepa re for the 
Worlds in Switze rland. The coming Nationals 
wi ll be the first s tepping stone towards tha t 
goa l, although I doubt whether we will be 
ready in tim e. It is a bit ironic that I will be 
making my biggest e ffort for a world event 
which p robab ly wi ll be contested in condi
tions about which I know very little. But 
living in the Transvaal means that I w ill be 
ge tting a lot of expe rie nce in light wind 
conditio ns, sim ila r to the patte rn that we can 
expect in Switze rland . • 
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