
IT'S ALL PLAIN SAILING AT 

Juta' s Bookshop 
NOW THAT WE ARE CATERING FOR 
THE SOUTH AFRICAN SEAFARERS. 

FOR ALL YOUR YACHTING LITERATURE COME 
TO OUR BOOKSHOP, SIMPLY PHONE IN, 

OR DROP US A LINE. 
REGIS HOUSE, 
CHURCH STREET, 
CAPE TOWN . 

P.O . BOX 30 , 
CAPE TOWN, 

8001 . 

TELEPHONE: 
(021) 22-4571 

IF IT IS IN PRINT WE WILL GET IT FOR YOU. 

'l'VE GOT THE RIGHT COVER' 
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'I own a boat. So I need a boat an added bonus, I have the option 
owner's insurance. That's why of easy monthly premiums. 
I have Santam cover. rm insured with Santam. Simply 
Santam's MARINE INSURANCE. because they give me the right 
Based on an understanding of cover.' 
a boat owner's requirements. As the largest short-term 
It's flexible. And allows me to insurance company in South 
draw up a comprehensive Africa, Santam Insurance has a 
policy. Tuilored to my needs. wide range of specialist policies. 
rm covered for loss. Damage. Whatever your insurance 
Third party liability. Passenger requirements, speak to a Santam 
and skiers legal liability. Even Insurance agent or your 

limited medical expenses ; broker. They'll evaluate 

for emergency U-a your needs. And give 
attendance. And as you the right cover. 

Santam 
u 

SAHTAM INSURANCE LIMITED 

'" 1 ll>Q\fllUI ll\RN 1634103 

TYC keelboat 

history 

recalled . • • 

Story by: DON MARSHALL 

MEMO RY tends to fai l wi th time, but few 
who spen t the afte rn oon laz ing o n th e 

clubhouse verandah a t T ransvaa l Yacht Clu b 
one Sat urday in 1967 will forge t th e launch· 
ing of Majo r Cyr il Poy nton 's kee le r Z ig-Zag 
at ll ar tbeespoort Dam. 

Sam G luck ma n regards th e eve nt as a m ile· 
stone in kee lboat sa iling o n the land-loc ked 
~tretch of water, but Pie rre van Rooyen, who 
ha5 been a club member sin ce th e late fif ties. 
reca ll s th at there were seve ral kee lers a t th e 
dam before Zig-Zag was pushed to th e wa ter. 

Pierre is a bit of a m ilesto ne-man him se lf. 
Last year he and Fai th van Rooycn became 
the first owner~ of an L26 a t Hartbecspoo rt 
Dam and they have since had the fl ee t 
chasing afte r th em in m ost d u b events. 

Pierre remembers two kee le rs, bo th 20-
footers, ly ing at moo ri ngs in the dam as ea rl y 
a~ 1959. They wereNajade and Tern and bo th 
t he~e wooden boa ts were owned by TY C 
members. And what abou t J oh n Ren nie' 
Hi1d1 Noun , J an Hoscck 's Schol/evaar and 
Jack Dixon'~ cu t kr-riggcd kee le r, Vagabond?, 
he a~k,. 

True, they had all d isappeared from th e 
scene when Major Cyr il Poyn ton arrived w ith 
the boa t he had bo ugh t at the Lo ndon Boat 
Show, but why 5hould th is boat stand o u t 
among the res t? 

Pe rhaps it was the c ircums tances surround
ing Zig-Zag's laun ching which is so clearly im
pr inted in th e m ind s of people who saw th e 
yacht goi ng in to the dam. 

The boat arrived at a time of ex treme 
drought in the Transvaal, when th e dam was 
on ly ~ ur per l'ent of it s capaci ty. Major 
Poynto n call ed in members of th e aval 
Bripde to ass ist wi th the launching, whit:l1 
entailed ru nning the boa t a long p lanks which 
had been laid across about 100 metres of mud. 

Alm ost p red ic tab ly the boa t slipped off 
the p l ank~ and sa nk in to the mud , where it 
lay fo u r days. A fa rme r brough t a t rac to r 
alo ng, bu t thi s did not change m atte rs and he 
later re turned with two lo rries which were 
hi tched in tandem to prov ide th e necessa ry 
power to move Zi[(-Zag. 

T he boa t was fi nal ly run into th e water 
wit h the a 'Sistancc of a gang of swea ting far m 
labou rers . 

Cy ril Poyn to n sa iled Zig·Zag fo r man y 
years neve r com petitive ly, un t il he loaned 
it to th e ava l Brigade to serve as a training 
vesse l. 

T he nc.\ t kee ler to auivc a t th e dam was 
Pierre and Faith van Rooycn 's Vale of Belvoir, 
a 3Yz-to n sloop which th ey bought in th e 
former Louren~o Marq ues and towed back to 
Sou th Afr ica . 

"Fvcryone th ought we we re mad, asking 
what the hel l we wanted wi th such a b io 
boat? We ll , I ra tio nali sed that if Vale of Ber 
l'Oir wa' half as fas t as the Sh arpics, which 
were popu lar a t that time, then we h ad twice 
a; much water to sa il in . 

"But our keeler crea ted a lo t of inte re t 
and Rob and Ncssa van Rooycn (no rela t ions) 
were next to take the p lunge in acq u iring a 
b ilge-kee l Vivac ity, and fro m then kee lboa t 
racing spread through th e clu b like a grass
firc," Pierre van Rooycn recal ls. 

Rob van Rooyen (J u n) remembers th e .._ 
Vivacity named Windvogel, which he says r 
was owned by his father and Danic de J age r. 50 
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There is a lot more than 
air in an AVON inflatable 

Now Sole S.A. Distributors 
TRADE ENQUIR IES INVITED 

We have UK factory trained service staff in our Cape Town facility for packing and 

servicing of liferafts and inflatable boats 

Ccnl1al Boaling Wo1ld 
R.S.A's largest stockists of specialised keelboat and dinghy fittings 
81 Bree Street Cape Town 8001 · Telephone : 43-6546 22-7449 · Telex: 57-26712 
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Hartbeespoort 
Dam History 

~ "It was con\idered dynamite at the time," he 
said. 

49 Pierre van Rooyen takes up the conversa-
tion again: "The Vivacity fleet grew fast, to 
about 10 boats, and racing was as keen then 
as it is today . People started looking for faster 
keelcrs and Max and Robyn Sparks acquired 
a Jaguar with a centreboard. 

"The Mistrals came into fashion and th en 
Werner Coblcnz bought an Elvstrom Quartcr
tonncr and Nessa and Rob van Rooyen start
ed sai ling a Theta 21. The Sweet Pea arrived 
and so did the Hunters and th e fleet began to 
spread till today there arc 13 7 keelers moored 
on Hartbccspoort Dam." 

Last year in October, Pierre and Faith van 
Rooyen took delivery of an L26, the fi rst on 
the dam. 

The movement for change is on again and, 
by the end of this year, there will be 14 L26 's 
sai ling at TYC a form idab le fleet, al th ough 
Hunters still remain the most active class at 
the club, with the Mistrals st ill going strong. 

In the past season it was not unusual to 
have 40 kec lboats massing at the start on 
club-racing days . The club has a busy racing 
season and enthu iasm is demon\trated by 
members' performances at national and 
provincial regattas. 

Possibly the two best-known sailors from 
TYC arc Rob van Rooycn (Jun) and Gcrman
born Rhcinhold Antwcilcr. 

Van Rooycn won Castle Weck on Vaal 
Dam in 1979 and 1980 (in Wot A Kid and 
laterly in th e Mini-tonncr Ma11a11a). He took 
Manana overseas ea rlier this year to score a 
fifth place in the World Mini-ton Champion
sh ips. 

Rhcinhold Antweilcr has done well at 
Mainstay in Durban , winning the Quarter-ton 

divi\ion last year in l\osha ft!O\'a. a S\\Cl't Pea. 
Sai ling in the same boat. Antweilcr won the 
Transvaal lOR Champiomh1p\ in 1979. with 
the title going to Van Rooyen in Manana 
last year. 

" If keelboat sai ling continu es to develop 
the way it has, then the authorities will have 
to raise the dam wal l to provide more room," 
Rob van Rooyen says with a laugh. 

The L26 and the Kid, ideal choices for sailing 
on Hartbeespoort Dam. 

THE MACHO MOTOR 
OF TODAY 

BEFORE BUYING 
SEE US FOR 
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THE BIGGEST YAMAHA 
THE BEST YAMAHA 
THE FASTEST YAMAHA 
THE LATEST YAMAHA 
THE MIGHTY YAMAHA 
THE QUICKEST - YAMAHA 

The most powerful 115 available 

The most economical 115 available 

CNR. MAIN, RUBY & LEO STREETS, ROSETTENVILLE, JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. BOX 49175, ROSETTENVILLE, 2130 
TELEPHONE (011) 683-5855 

• COMPETITIVE PRICES 
• VDOINSTRUMENTS 
• LARGE SELECTION OF BOATS 

TO CHOOSE FROM 
• LIFEJACKETS, WATERSKIS, ETC 
• ALL BOATING EQUIPMENT 
• SOLE TRANSVAAL AGENTS FOR 

ROBCRAFT SKIBOATS & CABIN 
CRUISERS WITH SASS-APPROVED 
MOULDINGS 

46 AMPTILL AVENUE, BENONI 
TELEPHONE (011) 845-2414 
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Natal Colours 
awarded to 
19 yachtsmen. 
T HE Natal Yachting Association's annual 

dinner and colours presenta tion was staged 
this year at the Umhlanga Sands Ho tel near 
Durban. 

At the gathering, Natal colours were 
pre ented to Alex and Be rnard Fisher (Hobie 
16), Charles Rey no lds and Peter Sou~ham 
(Flying Fifteen), To ny Evans (Paper Tiger), 
Dave Herridge and Ivan Gibbons (Lasers), 
Terry Clarence (FirebalJ), Leonard Mann 
(Hobie 14), and David Cox , Brian Stephens, 
Ray Cawthra, Mark Wyman , Jimmy Bergwe rss, 
Pe ter Rens and Richard Crockett for IOR 
keeler racing. 

Junior colours were also presented to 
Andrew Haliburton , Martin Pe t and David 
Hibberd. 

The prizes were presented by the president 
of NY A, Professor " Wog" Hawksworth. 

Gues t speake r was Jimmy Duncan, head of 
the SABC in Durban, and a form er Commodore 
of Zeekoe Vlei Yacht Club. 

This is the first tim e that the colours have 
been prescn ted in this way, and this proved 

•to be extremely popular - in fact, a very 
enjoyable evening all round. 

Hobie Le Mans 

sailed over 

25 miles 
T HF a tal Yachting Association 's annua l 

Le Mans Race offshore from the Point 
Yacht Club's beach site at Vetch's Pier, with 
an entry of 36. 

The race is o n a handicap system, with the 
yachtsmen starting at various time intervals, 
running over the beach at Ve tch's to thei r 
craft, and off along the course which was to 
Blu e Lagoon and back twice, a distance of 
about 25 mifos. 

The main o rganise r was Brian Johnson of 
Durban, who said there had been a revitalisa
tion in the Natal Hobie fl eet, and much 
cameradcrie was in evidence - in fact "just 
like the o ld days." 

On the day of the race, the proceedings go t 
under way with a champagne brcakfast-braai 
on the beach and at I0 .30am the first yach t 
was away in a I 0 knot north-easterly. 

It took 40 minutes to get the entire fleet 
in the wa ter but , once under way, th e racing 
was close with frequent position changing. 

The eventual winner in the Hobic 16 flee t 
was Kim Phillips, who started second to last, 
with Bernie William s second and Allan Cu lbert 
third. 

Martin Pet, sailing a Hobie 14 for the first 
time, was the winner in that class, with Tom 
Elgie second and Dave Embleton third. 

The only Hobie 18 sai ling - unoffic ially -
was skippered by Lewis Hewitt and sta rted I O 
minutes after the last Hobie 16 , and finished 
!Oth. There arc nine of th ese exciting craft on 
order at the moment for Durban. 

This race, with its emphasis on the new- Iii.. 
comer to Hobic-catting, will remain a r 
permanent fixture on the calendar of the 
Natal Hobies. 52 
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The unfortunate man. 
He really should have 
applied a few fragrant 
strokes of Tabard Stick to 
himself before venturing out. 

Tabard Stick is a non-tacky, 
convenient and effective 
insect repellent stick that 
makes all insects keep 
their distance. 

Ta bard 
Repels insects, not humans. 

125 ml non-aerosol pump spray now also available. 

P.S. Give this coupon to your club administrator. 

----------------------------
Yes I'd like to help my members keep unwanted guests away. 
Ple'ase send me ( ) box/ es of 2 0 Tabard Sticks at the special 
club price of Rl 6,50 per box, to sell to my members at the 
suggested price of Rl,10 per stick. 
I enclose a cheque for R ............................ . 

Name ........................................ . 

Position 

Club .......................................... . 

Address 

Sales Tax Number ............... : .............. . 
If no tax number add G.S. T of 66 cents (per box) to your total cost. 
To: Shell Chemical, P.O. Box 2278, Johannesburg, 2000. 

Jonsson 4577 / 8 
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