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WHEN TWO super classes get together to 
compete in a major championships, one 

can only expect the ultimate in sailing. The 
505 and Flying Dutchman national champion
ships sailed at Aeolians was just that. 

It was unfortunate that the weather was 
not kind, and the Vaaldam came up with all 
its moods. The fleet had to be content with 
extreme calms and the sudden storm which 
turns the mirror like surface into a violent 
cauldron of foaming waters. Despite the 
weather conditions skippers and crews were 
not put off by the variable conditions but 
enjoyed the four days of highly competitive 
sailing. 

Grant and Keith Davidge-Pitts proved to 
be still tops in the Flying Dutchman class, but 
they did not clinch the title this time with 
their casual sailing. They were hard pressed by 
Nigel Sutherland, Peter Blignaut, and Alan 
Tucker with Finn skipper, Dick Lecksma as 
crew, who finished second and third respec
tively. In fact the championships were open 
until the last race. This was perhaps also due 
to the fact that six of the 23 entries used the 
new Kcvlar boats while some of the older 
boats were also in fine trim. 

The first race was rather disappointing 
when the wind which started the fleet, soon 
dropped completely. The Davidgc-Pitts 
brothers drifted first across the finish line and 
were followed by Nigel Sutherland, but this 
was all in vain as following protests, this 
round was abandoned. 

The second race was more encouraging 
with winds of about five knots. In these 
conditiru1s Mike MacMahon took an early lead 
which he increased to finish first. However he 
was disqualified for an early start and the 
Davidgc-Pitts brothers were awarded the first 
position with TucKcr and Sutherland in third 
place. 

The third race held some excitement when 
Alan Tucker who was leading for the first half 
of the race, was caught on the port and 
starboard rule by Sutherland and consequent
ly retired. Nigel won the round, Anthony 
Tomlinson same second and was followed by 
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the Davidge-Pitts combination. 
Fun and games came in the fourth round. 

A three to eight knot breeze got the fleet well 
on its way with Grant and Keith Davidge-Pitts 
well in the lead after the first triangle. 
Tension grew as the breeze dropped and the 
tail-enders closed in on the leaders. While one 
could almost hear the concentration. nobodv· 
noticed the threatening dark and sinister for
mation that came sweeping across the south
ern koppics. The leading Dutchman skippers 
were almost at the finish line when it came. 
Like the crack of a whip the storm struck and 
flattened almost the entire fleet. A few of the 
lucky ones managed to reach the shore. (But 
more about the storm later). 

After licking their wounds, the fifth race 
was won by Tucker who was closely chal
lenged by Sutherland, in light to moderate 
conditions. The sixth race became tricky 
when the weather decided to make a 180 
degree turn. Alan Tucker once again came to 
the fore, this time being challenged by Cedric 
Manson. 

The resail of race one followed on Monday 

Newcomer to the 50~ class Stephan K 
who finished in th" place, skippen w 
Brian Downham i for a change, the fr 

· end of the boat. . 

A Rhodesian boat with full sails flying, 
pursuing some S>f the leaders to the downwind 
~~- d 

morning in a good blow of about 15 knots. 
More drama followed when Davidge-Pitts, 
who was in the lead on the last lap was 
overtaken by Cedric Manson. However Cedric, 
pushing it hard, lost the initiative by cap
sizing. Alan Tucker, by now well up on 
points, lost out when he headed for the wrong 
mark and failed to rectify matters when he 
also capsized. Davidge-Pitts made the line 
first, followed by Sutherland and Manson. 

The Fives had an enthusiastic entry of 35 
boats and started after the Flying Dutchmen. 
Consequently 505 and Dutchman fleets mix
ed. This made it a little more difficult for the 
leading 505 skippers who had to overtake the 
tailenders of the Flying Dutchman nect. 

Robbie Willcox, who is also well known 
for his achievements in the FD class, was the 
overall winner of the 505 nationals. His crew 
was Ditmar Hermann and they had the edge 
on the fleet in all conditions. The Ehlers 
team, senior and junior, were second with 
some fine sailing and were followed by 
Stephan Kuhn, who surprisingly had Brian 
Downham as crew. It must be a long time ago 
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since Downham sailed the front end of a Five, 
but the combination was a good one. Stephan 
Kuhn. a Wits university student is of course 
well known for his achievements in the 
Enterprise and Laser classes, and no doubt has 
a great future in larger dinghies. The Durban 
team of Peter Cardwell and his crew Roger 
Warner, who finished fourth, alsb showed a 
lot of promise, especially in the heavy 
weather conditions. 

It should also be mentioned that the 505 
starts were good, and well worth watching. 
Using the same line as the Flying Dutchman, 
the fleet was naturally more crowded and it 
was more difficult to get into a strategic 
position. · 

It was encouraging to see entries from as 
far afield as Rhodesia, Durban and Pieter
maritzburg. No doubt this successful 505 
nationals should inspire a good entry for the 
Easter con test in Durban. 

Now back to the fourth race on that 
stormy Saturday afternoon, an experience not 
easily forgotten by many of the crews that 
battled in the water for what seemed to be 
hours. 

At about 3.30 pm both fleets were scatter
ed over the entire course and a small number 
of FDs were approaching the finish line. The 
wind dropped to almost zero and the boats, 
under a blue sky, moved lazily across a 
mirror-like surface. 

A sinister dark cloud bank was building up 
in the north. 

Inevitably the buster struck. In a matter 
of seconds it swept across the water and 
flattened almost everything in its path. Minutes 
later none of the 50 boats on the water were 
visible. 

The choppy water soon built up to two 
metre high foaming waves which were pushed 
along by an estimated 45 knot blow. Taken 
by surprise, the crews had no time to put on 
their life jackets and in fact, much of the 
safety equipment fell overboard in the sudden 
capsizes. All that the competitors could do 
was to hold onto their hulls and wait for 
rescue. This was another problem since the 
only rescue facilities at the time were the 
committee boat, the mark-laying dinghy and 
fortunately the small power cruiser used by 
the press that happened to be there at that 
time. Even these powerboats were difficult to 
handle under these conditions. 

Rescue operations continued until night
fall and shivering crews, some having been in 
the water for more than an hour, were provided 
with blankets and hot drinks by helpful 
fishermen and campers on the shore. Citizen 
band radio operators in the area also played 
their part by spotting and reporting the 
positions of upturned boats and transporting 
crews that were washed out on shore back to 
the club house. Although some boats man
aged to sail back before dark when the 
weather settled, many of the dinghies were 
left on shore to be collected the next morn
ing. 

Feelings amongst yachtsmen were mixed. 
Some had a good laugh afterwards, others were 
horrified, while some took it just as a part of 
sailing. An organiser e)ipressed the view that a 
yachtsman with a little knowhow of seaman
ship hould not enter for these regattas. The 
past has shown that it is difficult to find 
volunteers to do rescue work, and also to 
obtain power boats because of their unavail
ability and the high operating cost. 

Generally clubs have been very concerned 
about water safety and adhere to the safety 
regulations as laid down in the SA YRA rules. 
L1ke Deneys Yacht Club in particular have 
always arranged for standby powerboats espe
cially when running the popular Round-the 
Island Race. 

But the question remains whether the 
present safety regula.tions as stipulated by 
SA YRA are really adequate, especially con
sidering the sudden and violent storms which 
are typical on the Highveld. We have been 
fortunate up to now, but why wait for a 
tragedy before considering additional steps to 
water safety? 
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Part of the Flying Dutchman fleet in a very tight start of the fourth round of their nationals. 

RESULTS 
Flying Dutchmen 

I. Grant and Keith Davidge-Pitts 
2. Nigel Sutherland and Peter Blignaut 
3. Alan Tucker and Dick Leeksma 
4. Cedric Manson and Don Cherry 
S. Anthony Tomlinson and John 

Burrows 
6. Glynn Graham and John Youens 
7. Mike Mac Mahon and Colin Winfield 
8. Klause Schuttler 
9. Heine and Ronne! Dahms 

10. Des and Thelma du Plessis 

14,4 
17,4 
26,0 
32,7 

46,7 
47,7 
63,0 
64,4 
66,4 
78,0 

S0S's 
I. R. Willcox and D. Hermann 
2. The Ehlers team 
3. S. Kuhn and B. Downham 
4. P. Cardwell and R. Warner 
5. H. Stemagel 
6. P. Hishin 
7. R. van Rooyen 
8. H. Ellens 
9. D. Hudson 

10. N. Hermann and D. Wellbeloved. 

.. 

The winning 505, skippered by Robby Willcox with Ditmar Hermann on trapeze, in a close tussle 
with Stephan Kuhn and Brian Downham. 
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Parmelia 
GALA 
Finish 
THE FINISH of the Parmelia Race open 

division has been an outstanding success. 
An estimated 20 000 specators crammed on 
to spectator craft and the moles at the end of 
the harbour to give the yachts a rousing 
welcome. Thousands more watched from 
home on a four hour telecast. 

The day was marred by the tragedy of 
Anitra II. With only 11 km to go to the finish 
Anitra ll ran aground on reefs off the south 
side of Rottnest Island. The crew all landed 
saftely but the yacht is still wedged high on a 
reef and is being pounded by heavy surf. 

Race control was advised that a 'Mayday' 
was received from the yacht Anitra TI. She 
was reported to be hard aground in Mary 
Cove on the South side of Rottnest Island. 
Fortunately dawn was breaking and the con
ditions were calm. A harbour and lights 
department vessel raced to the scene where 
she found Anitra ll firmly wedged on the 
rocks and Gipsy Moth V standing by. (;ipsy 
Moth V had sighted a flare and turned back 
from her course to Fremantle to investigate. 

A line was got to Anitra II, but all salvage 
attempts to drag her from the reef failed. 

The crew were able to salvage their per
sonal belongings and virtually walked across 
the reef to the shore. They abandoned the 
ship around midday. From early morning a 

Winner 
chooses 
Banks for 
STRENGTH 
Independent Endeavour con'iin
cingly won the Parmelia race using 
local Bruce Banks sails. · 

Their strength was chosen to 
carry her successfully through the 
wild southern ocean 

For the best contact -

bruce',banks 

42 NEWMARKET STREET 
CAPE TOWN 8001 

TELEPHONE 22-5220 
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large flotilla of small craft departed from 
Success Harbour and the river clubs and 
began to assemble off the entrance to Fre
mantle Harbour. It is estimated more than a 
thousand craft went out to greet the yachts 
ranging in size from 3 m dinghies to 15 m 
ocean racers and launches. 

The Dutch IOR entry Spirit of Ramfish IV 
nearly stole the show from the Open Division 
competitors. She threaded her way through 
the spectator fleet and sailed to the line 
before a 12 knot SW breeze. She finished to 
take 9th place on leg 2 and 6th place overall. 

Immediately behind Spirit of Ramfish IV 
the Open Division yachts suddenly appeared 
out of the specator fleet. A gun wa fired to 
indicate it was the start of the prime points 
scoring period and just 25 seconds later 
Challenger crossed the line to be given a huge 
ovation. Fifty-two seconds later Perie Banou 
crossed the line. 

There was a four and half minute elapse of 
time then Gipsy Moth V crossed the line 
followed by Bounty, three minutes later and 
Bluebell two and half minutes after that. 

While the Open Division yachts and Spirit 
of Ramfish IV gathered in the inner harbour 
the early 10 R Division yachts participated in 
a splendid sail past. The Sydney I 2 metre 
Gretel II also joined in. Thor and 1/usion did 
not sail past as their engines were out of order 
and they had other broken gear. Their crews 
participated though as they joined the sail 
past on board specially provided launches. 

Immediately after aU the yachts returned 
to Success Harbour there was a carnival 
atmosphere which lasted all afternoon. An 
estimated 15 000 people passed through 
Success Harbour during the day looking at the 
yachts and talking to the crews. 

Independent Endeavour, the splendid ketch 
which the cognoscenti tipped as the overall 
winner as soon as she showed the class early 
in the race. Siska, of course, set the outright 
sailing records . . . Photo: David Baker 

In early afternoon the crew of Anitra II 
arrived in the Harbour to a very warm 
welcome. They were rushed up to the VIP 
dining room where they were met by the crew 
of Gauloises Ill and other yachts and given 
refreshments. They were then taken off to a 
Perth hotel for a well earned rest. 

It was a wonderful day and tragic that it 
was 111arred by Anitra Il's misfortune. 

Shadow of Lothian arrived in Freman tie 
on November 26. A small crowd of friends 
and relatives gave them a warm weleo111e. 

10 R Division ELAPSED CORRECT- ELAPSED CORRECT- PLACING 
TIME ED TIME TIME ED TIME 
Leg 2 Leg 2 OVERALL OVERALL OVERALL 

INDEPENENT ENDEAVOUR 22.20.29 19.03.54 64.06.28 55.11.22 I st 
GAULOISES Ill 22.08.23 19.11.03 63.07.33 56.08.06 2nd 
SISKA 19.23.14 19. l 5.04 57.14.42 56.18.58 3rd 
BUBBLEGUM 26.23.18 20.11.33 74.04. I 0 58.12.02 4th 
PARM ELIA 26.19.17 21.00.48 73.23.28 60.01 .02 5th 
SPIRIT OF RAMFISH 28.ll.56 23.00.04 73.16.58 60.J0.31 6th 
ANACONDA II 21 .19.00 21.05.03 64.16.51 63.07.08 7th 
ILUSION 28. 14.59 21.18.21 81.03.15 64.13.41 8th 
SELTRUST ENDEAVOUR 27.18.39 25.04.48 83.18.08 77.12.46 9th 
THOR 28.04.35 21.22.45 10th 

Open Division ELAPSED CORRECT- ELAPSED CORRECT- POINTS 
TIME ED TIME TIME ED TIME SCORED 
Leg 2 Leg 2 OVERALL OVERALL 

CHALLENGER 31.12.00 29.06.39 84.13.15 71.04.25 100 
MABEN A Failed to complete course by Noverber 30 
LESCHENAULT Failed to complete by November 30 
ANITRA II Failed to complete by November 30 
PEGASUS OF ARNE Failed to complete by November 30 
BLUEBELL 36.20.12 25.05.02 102.14.52 66.13.16 100 
CATALPA Failed to complete by November 30 
SUCCESS II Failed to com;ilete by November 30 
SHADOW OF LOTHIAN 38.16.05 28.16.58 112.l 5.05 81.09.02 70 
Nl KE II Failed to complete by November 30 
BOU TY 33.20.20 28.22.57 95.07.49 75.12.31 100 
WOJEWODA POMORSKI 26.16.12 25.15.43 83.05.27 73. 10.44 60 
GIPSY MOTH V 28.20.06 25.20. 15 84.13.21 70.06.40 100 
GOLDEN LION Failed to complete by November 30 
WAY79 Failed to complete by November 30 
TAHARA'A Retired 
PERIE BANOU 37.20.01 28.07.52 100.13.01 69.16.42 100 
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FD and 505 People, Back on Shore • • • • 
I. Dick Leeksma with skipper Alan Tucker Camilla of East Rand. 

of Aeolians who came third. 8. John Youens and Glyn Graham of VLC 
2. Rhodesians Ray Stitt and John Groves of who finished 6th in the F Ds. 

Salisbury Sports Oub. 9. P. and E. van Oers of Klerksdorp. 
3. Wim J uressen and Tony Locke who sail I 0. Robert Crossley and Andrew Kessel of 

at Henley Mjdmar. Aeolians. 
4. FD crew, Klause Schuttler and Sybrand 11. John Bailey and Rob Taylor who sail 

van Niekerk of Klerksdorp. their 505 at Henley Midmar. 
5. Des and Thelma du Plessis of KSC. 12. John D'Oliviera and Jonathan Gunning 
6. lvor Pratt and Con Botha of Boskop. also from Henley Midmar. 
7. Guy Wertheim-Aymcs with his daughter 13. Alan Poclinton and Moya Flemmington 

of Victoria Lake. 
14. Dan Owen and Les Roberts, a 505 team 

from Natal. 
15. John Burrows and Anthony Tomlinson 

who came fifth in the FDs. 
16. Warwick and Barry Stevens of VLC. 
17. Grant and Keith Davidge-Pitts winners of 

the FD title. ' 
18. M. Guassardo and Steven Pan who 

launched their home built Flying Dutch
man at the nationals. 




