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ILE MOST eyes throughout 
anuary and probably the early 
art of February will be on the 

maxis racing ahead for line honours, the real 
tussel, for the real, overall winner, will be 
among those smaller yachts competing for 
South Atlantic Race handicap honours. 

The entry list for the race stood at 47 
when it closed at the end of November, but 
there could still be some late entries and one 
or two withdrawals. An attempt to isolate 
from this list the one most likely to take 
handicap honours is a bit like trying to locate 
the Marie Celeste. 

The problem, of course, is that while 
known factors like displacement, hull 
design, rig size, waterline length etc., can 
indicate fairly accurately which boats will 
perform best in a given set of conditions, 
these conditions - wind strength and 
direction, wave size, mix and direction, 
crew competence, course chosen and a 
hundred other factors - are different not 
only from day to day throughout the course, 
but are also different.for each boat as they 
spread out over the South Atlantic, each on 
its chosen track. 

The accompanying graph gives an 
indication of the problems involved. Drawn 
from data supplied by Angelo Lavranos, the 
graph compares the expected 
performances of four of his own designs, in 
differing wind strengths. Angelo analysed 
wind patterns over a number of races, and 
arrived at an average figure which he prefers 
not to disclose. 

Using design parameters, he extracted 
for each boat figures for total resistance and 
thrust at varying windspeeds, and used 
these to create curves of true windspeed 
against boatspeed. The results are drawn 
against co-ordinates for windspeed and 
finishing time for each boat as a percentage 
of the leader's corrected time. (The figures 
were drawn against wind averages over the 
middle, westing section of the course only. 
Wind speeds and directions over the first 
and last sections of the course proved too 
fickle to be reliable). 

The results show clearly that Charger 
(the standard design, not Piet Nel's lighter 
Interflora Retrans - 500 kg lighter than 
standard Chargers - with its extended rig 
and bigger sail area) will head the fleet on 
corrected time in a windspeed range 
between 12 and 16 knots, with Elangeni 
finishing with a corrected time 1,3 percent 
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later, and Archangel 6,3 percent later. 
With Interflora Retrans modified for 

better downwind performance, this 
"winning edge" could be extended into the 
8-12 knot windspeed range and give her a 
really strong advantage over Elangeni 
(formely Assegai). This'edge will no doubt 
be put to full use by the wily Bertie Reed, 
undertaking his first cross-ocean passage 
since the BOC race. 

Cenmarine deepened the 
yacht's forefoot to create 
another 120 litres of 
buoyancy ..... 

Only one other Charger is entered in the 
race, and that is Rob van der Weele's Wings, 
and the comparative performances of these 
two should prove to be interesting. 

Another Lavranos design entered in the 
race is Spirit of CIW II, the radical 'rating 
pushed' one tanner which has never 
performed satisfactorily, and which Geoff 
Meek has described as "a dog!" In one 
frenzied week, Cenmarine deepened the 
yacht's forefoot to create another 120 litres 
of buoyancy (she had a tendency to bury her 
bows), flared the bows, shifted ballast and 
faired the keel. 

Some indication of her performance will 
have emerged during Rothmans Week, but 
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she has also added longer poles to improve 
downwind performance, and skipper Ernst 
van der Laan has indicated in no uncertain 
terms that he will be chasing a handicap win. 

The !OR rating labyrinth is ultimately as 
decisive a factor as size, strategy, design 
and crew efficiency, the whole exacerbated 
by age allowances (which, without 
detracting from Gawie Fagan's superlative 
effort in 1982, went a long way towards 
ensuring his handicap win). Ultimately, 
however, good downwind design is the 
variable most weighted in favour of good 
performance. 

A comparison of Elangeni and Touch 
Wood, entered this year by skipper Gerrie 
Hegie under the Dutch flag, gives an 
indication of what factors are involved. Both 
have a waterline length of 8,84 m, yet 
Elangeni has a weight of only 4 545 kg com
pared with Touch Wood's 5 909 kg. 
Elangeni has a wetted area of 23,2 sq m, 
compared with Touch Wood's 25,3 sq m. 

Total resistance (frictional and residual) 
come out at 103 kg and 129,2 kg - a differ
ence of 23 percent at 7 knots - which 
means that Touch Wood has to provide 
24 kg more continuous thrust just to keep 
up! Simple enough so far, but one has to 
remember that these are varying figures 
themselves. While at 7 knots friction 
accounts for 36 percent of total resistance, 
at 3,5 knots this rises to 80 percent, 
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although overall drag (total resistance) at 
this speed is just 11 percent of overall drag at 
7 knots. 

This explains the racing yachtsman's 
almost psychopathic efforts to reduce 
weight, even when this means spending 
weeks in a stripped out, spartan interior. 
Yet, if this is reduced too far, the weight of 
the rig and the thrust of wind on the sails will 
make the yacht unstable, which is both 
dangerous and inefficient. 

Yachts thrive on a certain amount of heel, 
but when this becomes excessive, wetted 
area (and hence friction) rises sharply, and 
wind (i.e. horsepower) is spilled from the 
sails. 

Beam, as much as keel weight and depth, 
contributes to stability, the ideal shape 
being a semi-circle because this gives the 
least wetted area for a given volume. The 
extent of that beam must be related to dis
placement, waterline length, the size of the 
rig and other factors to arrive at a 
combination which provides the most thrust 
for the least friction - in other words, the 
greatest boatspeed. 

This combination is obviously different 
for those boats designed for all-round per
formance (to sail on all points) and one 
designed purely for the running and 
reaching conditions of the South Atlantic 
race. 

... to arrive at a 
combination which 
provides the most thrust 
for the least friction - ... 

Jannie Reuvers' new Judel/Vrolijk 
designed three-quarter tanner, Three 
Spears, is a case in point here. Undoubtedly 
very fast, she is nevertheless designed to 
perform well around an Olympic course, 
and not across an ocean on a largely down
wind passage. It should be remembered, 
however, that just as 3CR12 makes slow 
and heavy progress to windward, the all
round designs could come into their own 
once Trindade has been rounded. 

Suidoos encountered some heavy seas 
and strong winds "right on the nose" on the 
last leg of the 1982 race, and it is here that 
those boats with little windward ability could 
start losing ground. 

All the above sounds a bit like a 
bookmaker offering tips and weighing form, 
and perhaps yacht racing is a little different. 
Bookmakers, of course, always consider 
the jockey, and here the "names" like Bertie 
Reed and Terry Clarence must be seriously 
considered. Fagan's 'boer _maak 'n plan" 
strategy in taking a soµtherly loop just short 
of Trindade so he could fast-reach up to the 
island gained him a lot of handicap time and 
this is a very clear example of how much 
difference a good crew and shrewd skipper 
can make. 

As with the maxi· challenge, there is no 
way I would like to put my head on a block 
about a handicap winner. Let the South 
Atlantic decide! 

Continued overleaf 

''Chris trained us 
on the high seas 

- NOW OUR FRIENDS CALL US SKIPPER!" 

Keith and Margaret Bowen of Verwoerdburg with their friend Dave Shakeshaft 
of Johannesburg, aboard one of the Ocean Sailing Academy's training yachts. 
"Dave and I always wanted to skipper a yacht offshore," says Keith Bowen. 
"Chris Bonnet's Yacht Skipper course has given us the ability and confidence 
to master virtually any weathe1r. And Margaret also vastly improved her sail
ing skills on the Yacht Hand course she took." 

South Africa's premier sailing school offers these 
CASA (Cruising Association of SA) 

approved courses in Durban 
* YACHT-HAND: For beginners and offshore novices. * YACHT SKIPPER: For more experienced yachtsmen wanting to qualify for 

their Offshore Tickets and CASA upgrading. * COASTAL SKIPPER: Advanced Coastal Navigation and seamanship 
course to Richards Bay and back. * YACHTMASTER: Includes a 500 nautical mile voyage. * RACE SAIL TRAINING: Thursday to Sunday. Based on North U's world 
famous American "SMART & FAST" courses, plus an 1.O.R. race either 
"Round the Buoys" or long distance. 
NOTE: This course is not for beginners. 

All the above courses cost R400 per berth fully inclusive. 

* EXECUTIVE COURSE: Programme for Yacht Hands or Yacht Skippers. 
Accommodation at the Royal Hotel. 
Cost R700 per berth. 

All Courses 
* are aboard our two modern, fully equipped Lavranos 36's and 

our Petersen 33. * offer full live-aboard facilities. * have theory lectures in our well-equipped lecture room. * give membership of two gmat yacht clubs. * have a unique spirit of camaraderie. 

~I:!! 

For the promotion of safety at sea, Appleliser Pure Fruit Juices (Pty) Ltd are now 
sponsoring the Academy. 

BOOKINGS: 
Phone (031) 65726/315609 or 
(031) 312640 (A/H) 

Write for our brochure: 
Shop 2 Fenton Mews 
7 Fenton Road, DURBAN,4001 

Ask to see the video on our 
sailing school. 

~~ Lawrence Flack 2501 
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THEORIES ON COURSES 
MOTHS NAVIGATE by keeping a light, 
for example the sun or moon, in a 
designated sector of their eyes so that the 
angle between their flight pattern and the 
light source is accurately defined, and 
maintained. 

Unfortunately, this sytem was designed 
to be effective using a very distant light 
source. When a moth mistakenly navigates 
with an earthbound artificial light source as 
its beacon, the attempt to keep the light 
source at a constant angle induces an in
wardly spiralling orbit around the light, the 
flight ending when the moth crashes into it. 

This apparently irrelevant bit of useless 
information contains two very real lessons 
for those about to start off on the South 
Atlantic race to Uruguay. The first is that 
the wind patterns around the South Atlantic 
high tend to spiral outwards, much as the 
moth does inwards, and those boats unwise 
enough to remain on the same gybe will tend 
to be "sucked" into those areas showing 
higher percentages of calms. 

The other lesson is that no skipper should 
be unwise enough (as the moth is) to 
attempt sticking to a pre-determined 
course. The boat's .course, and perform
ance, should be reassessed every day, or 
more than once a day, in terms of conditions 
prevailing at that time, so that the optimum 
course towards the objective can be 
chosen. 

... will tend to be 'sucked' into 
those areas showing higher 

percentages of calms. 

"We repeatedly noticed the very strong 
tendency of the wind to spiral in towards the 
high," said Gawie and Hennie Fagan, 
handicap winners in Suidoos in the last 
Uruguay race. "You tend to sail most of the 
race on the port gybe, but if you keep the 
apparent wind in the same quarter your 
heading will gradually move southeast, 
bringing you closer to the high. 

"For this reason we used every oppor
tunity to switch to the starboard gybe to 
maintain latitude north of the high. We 
actually had to fight for this northing, fight to 
avoid being 'sucked' into the high. The 
opportunities to go on to the starboard gybe 
should be grabbed at every opportunity, 
and these do present themselves in the form 
of a diurnal wind switch, when the south
easters back around to the east and north in 
the afternoons." 
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This, of course, occurred only once 
sufficient westing had been made for the 
South Atlantic high to present a danger, 
once the temptation to "cut the corner" had 
been successfully resisted. The standard 
course is, of course, well documented, but 
there are still possibilities of strategy that 
could be tried in efforts to achieve the 
fastest times. This course - Cape Town to 
25-S:5-E; 25-S:5-E to 20/,22-S:0; 20/22S:0 to 
Trindade; Trindade to Punta along a rhumb 
line - should not, however, be accepted as 
the only one. It is simply a recommended 

... once the temptation to "cut 
the corner" had been success
fully resisted. 

median subject to embellishment as 
conditions demand. The waypoints 
detailed, however, are a strong indication of 
the best turning points, and experience has 
shown, for instance, that it is extremely 
unwise to drift westwards of the first lay-line, 
and equally unwise to go further south than 
about 22 degrees. 

"It is a case of 'the course for the horse'," 
Gawie Fagan said. 

"In planning our race in 1982 we divided 
the course into blocks, calculated the 
expected wind strength and our anticipated 
boatspeed in these conditions, and drew up 
a short course and a long course. Unfortun
ately, we never got around to comparing our 
planned route and time with what actually 
happened, but the analysis gave us a very 
good idea of how well we could perform in 
different areas of the overall course, and I'm 
convinced it contributed to our success." 

He insisted, however, that thei~ whole 
situation was assessed from each new 
position. With the wind in a different 
quarter, they devised a new course and new 
strategy, repeating the procedure through
out the race. 

"I know that many skippers plan their 
routes, and then develop a kind of psychosis 
about sticking to that course, even if prevail
ing conditions dictate otherwise. Or else 
they will allow some deviation from the 
planned course, and then break their necks 
to get back to it whenever the opportunity 
presents itself. This is not wise!" 

Fagan also recommended that in the 
initial stages skippers should try to get well 
offshore, very early, to pick up stronger 
winds before moving northward. The wind 

disturbance by the landmass at this stage of 
the race often results in calms which can 
cost up to half a day in progres.s. The battle, 
he said, really begins only after about two 
days, but skippers need to fight right from 
the word go. 

"And they should resist the temptation to 
move west of the line from Cape Town to 
the 25-S:5-E waypoint. Taking a north
westerly course can be very discouraging, 
because results are announced in terms of 
distance covered TOWARDS Punta, so 
that even if you are making good progress, 
you may have a difficult time persuading 
yourself and your crew that this is so. It is 
very easy under these conditions to take the 
risk of cutting the corner. Don't!" 

Few experienced offshore racers, having 
defined the "safe limits" of a course, will 
stick religiously to that course, particularly 
in conditions approaching zero wind. When 
that happens, it is better to keep moving and 
the prescribed course becomes subservient 
to the necessity to keep moving - even at 
90 degrees to the prescribed course if this 
will allow you to find better winds or even to 
claw just one mile towards the finish line 
while other boats wallow. 

In circumstances like these, it is wise to 
scan the horizon for cloud banks which 
herald a pressure gradient - and then head 
for the squall, provided it will give you a net 
gain towards your mark. 

... develop a kind of psychosis 
about sticking to that course, 
even if prevailing conditions 
dictate otherwise. 

Bertie Reed, skippering lnterflora 
Retrans, Piet Nel's ultra-light up-rigged 
Charger which looks very good for 
handicap honours, is giving little away about 
his course or strategy, but he made it clear 
that skippers should watch their 
barometers like a City Council clock 
watcher, and try to maintain position along 
the isobar which gives them best speed 
westwards. 

"There is really little advice to give," he 
said. "Basically, the wind follows the course 
- south-east in the initial stages, easterly 
until Trindade - and it is up to skippers to 
make best use of the winds they find, or to 
find the best winds they can make use of. It 
is from Trindade onwards, however, that 
the winds become really squally, and it is 

Continued overleaf 

HIGH PERFORMANCE SAILS AT A PRICE YOU CAN REALLY AFFORD. 
ELANGENl'S sail inventory of ELLENS AND HUDSON SAILS is complemented by a 
new saw-toothed mainsail, leech laminated No. 3* 2,9 oz vertical cut Mylar No. 1* ,5 oz 
, 75 oz and 1,5 oz tri-radial spinnakers. 

The crew of the ELANGENI from left to right, 
Barry Smith, Peter Atkinson, Peter 

Morgenrood and skipper Terry Clarence. 

ns& 
n 

(PTY)LTD 

SAILMAKERS 

65 North Coast Road, Durban. P.O. Box 40213, Redhill. 
Tel: (031) 84-9391. 

AGENT: Cape Town: Inflatable Boats (Pty) Ltd .. 
C/R Wesley Street and Solan Road. Tel: (021) 45-4973. 

REPRESENTATIVE: Transvaal: The Boatique. 
Deneysville. Tel: (016182) 190. 
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here that boats start losing their spinnakers. 
"In the Rio Grande area, 50-100 miles off

shore, the Pampero is usually heralded by 
insects around the boat. Watch for the 
butterflies, and then be prepared for a 
blow!" 

Further south-west, the River Plate has its 
own weather system, and the Fagans said 
skippers should beware of being tempted 
into the south-westerly current closer 
inshore. 

s 

"You add a lot of distance by trying to get 
close inshore, and run into fickle winds, 
usually on the nose. Mostly, this more than 

that with four maxis and Voortrekker II 
galloping for line honours and streaking 
ahead of the rest of the fleet, the weather 
patterns experienced by the slower boats 
will be very different from that found by the 
maxis. A lot of attention will be focused on 
these big boats, but the real race winner will 
still be decided by corrected time, and it is 
among those contenders for handicap 
honours - Elangeni, the Chargers, Three 
Spears - that the real battle will take place. 

The Pampero is usually 
heralded by insects. 

cancels out any advantage you might gain 
from the current." 

A feature of this race, like the last one, is 

A LIFERAFT YOU CAN AFFORD 

THE ZODIAC·SY6 
The new Zodiac SY6 racing is a 6-man liferaft that actually exceeds the 
standards for safety laid down by the Ocean Racing Club and the French 
Merchant Marine. It offers skippers the new standards of offshore cruising 
safety. whilst retaining the important benefits of compact folded 
dimensions and remarkably low cost. 

Its special features include: Low price; three air-tight compartments; 
automatic overpressure-release valves: stabilising water ballast pocket; self 
erecting canopy reflecting both light and radar. 

Among its other uses. Zodiac claim it is the ideal liferaft for offshore ski
boaters. 

Packed size in valise: 0,66 cm X 0.40 X 0.20 cm. Weight: 24 kg. Inflated 
LOA 2.25 m. 

IDEAL FOR SKIBOATERS AND INSHORE CRUISING 
(NOTE: This raft is not intended for trans-ocean passages.) 

Recommended retail price: 
SY6 BAG R1 684 

SY6 CONTAINER R1 769 
THE ZODIAC SY6 RACING IS VACUUM PACKED RESULTING IN VERY 
SMALL STOWAGE SPACE. THE VACUUM PACK ELIMINATES THE NEED 

FOR ANNUAL SERVICE PROVIDED IT IS STILL INTACT. 

See your ZODIAC DEALER now or phone 
(011) 786-4948 for the name of your 

nearest stockist. 

10 Salling January 1985 

RESULTS OF PAST RACES: 

1979 South Atlantic Race: 
UNE HONOURS: 

POSITION 

1. Kwa Heri 
2. Spar 
3. Voortrekker 

ELAPSED TIME 

585.58.42 
593.05.18 
616.26.51 

CORRECTED TIME 

582.27.45 
551.35.03 
553.36.19 

HANDICAP: 
1. Weetbix 
2. Omuramba 
3. Touch Wood 

647.34.35 
659.22.06 
672.24.06 

520.46.39 
547.46.48 
548.40.32 

1982 South Atlantic Race: 
LINE HONOURS: 
1. Rampant II 536.15.07 536.15.07 

534.41.54 
540.03.56 

2. Voortrekker II 551.08.09 
3. Wesbank 562.23.55 

HANDICAP: 
1. Suidoos 
2. Three Spears 
3. Rubicon 

644.48.15 
625.35.44 
673.27.50 

461.11.36 
471.57.29 
489.34.18 

THE MAXI 
CHALLENGE 
COMPARING yachts is never a 

rewarding exercise, and is usually 
one which leaves a bad taste in 

somebody's mouth. And this is particularly 
true when some of the boats you are 
comparing have no track record to back the 
comparison. 

With the first real South Atlantic maxi 
challenge about to start, however, the 
temptation is too strong to resist. By the 
time it starts, the "dark horses" -
Mom ·. ·1tum Life and Apple Macintosh -
will have given some indication of their 
performance in Rothmans Week. Even 
here, however, the all-round design 
demands of regatta sailing will put the Kuttel 
maxi in the pound seats, and specialist 
downwind designs like 3CR12 (formerly 
Rampant II) and Momentum Life are 

unlikely to give her much competition, so 
even this performance record must bc2 seen 
as suspect for purposes of compa1rison. 
Which will not be the case on the race to 
Uruguay. 

Geoff Meek, who sailed the 1982 Uruguay 
race on Rampant II with Bobby Bons1ers as 
sailing master, describes the yacht as "the 
finest, fastest and most easily handled 
downwind boat I've ever known. The way to 
handle that boat is to steer with two fingers, 
the helm is that light, looking backwa,rds to 
correct your course by the rooster tail!" 

He added that Rampant II reveled in 
increasing wind conditions, lifting her bow 
to gusts and surging forwards immediately, 
unlike so many other boats which diB their 
bows in before getting into stride. 

So that if Apple Macintosh clobbers the 
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others in Rothmans Week, this would be 
little reason to think that 3CR12 will be a 
pushover across the Atlantic. 

Momentum Life, essentially untested in 
spite of her line honours victory in last year's 
Sea Harvest race, could have the numbers 
against her, in spite of the sea's well-known 
disrespect for numbers, but there are also 
some distinct plusses in her favour. One, of 
course, is the enthusiasm and commitment 
of her young Wits University crew under 
skipper Gerry Aab. 

This Ernst van der Laan design will be 
getting her first chance at the course for 
which she was designed, and as the lightest 
maxi in the race, must be considered a 
contender. 

Her fractional rig has been up-canvassed 
with a bigger Kevlar/Mylar main, re-cut with 
a longer luff and leech, and a good deal more 
roach, putting the sail area high up, where it 
is needed. She has also been fitted with 
penalty spinnakers which could give her a 
decided edge. 

In a computer analysis done last year by 
Angelo Lavranos, Momentum Life looked 
good for line honours in winds above the 
undisclosed average assumed for the 

Continued ouerleaf 
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analysis because her thrust figures were perhaps to outweigh the disadvantages of 
somewhat low for optimum performance in the design trade-offs which have made her a 
that range. With the new sail area, however, better all-round performer and less of a pure 
this could all change. downhill racer. This is somewhat like trying 

Also in contention, perhaps for the first to decide whether a big apple will roll faster 
time in her career, is Wesbank. Financial downhill than a small orange, but it does 
strictures forced designer Richard Glanville provide some interesting material for a bar-
to fit Condor's old mast, although it was way room race! 
over spec and far too heavy for the designed It should also be noted that her crew has 
sail area and stability. been in regular, structured training, which 

"In anything over about 18-20 knots, has included sailing aboard the Farr 55, 
Wesbank simply lays over and dies," Cherry Blossom. They are more than ready, 
Glanville said. "This is a problem which has and raring to go! 
hunted and haunted me ever since Another element not encountered in any 
Wesbank was launched. To have to de- previous Uruguay races, will be the 
power a maxi in those windstrengths sophisticated electronic equipment fitted to 
because stability drops so sharply is at least two of the boats -Apple Macintosh 
demoralising, and a waste of potential." and Momentum Life. Gerry Aab is very 

For this race, however, he is fitting a confident about the powerful micro-
newly designed carbon fibre one-piece mast computer installed on the Van der Laan 
which will take more than 300 kg off the rig maxi, one equipped with a solid state 
weight (the equivalent of two tons of keel magnetic bubble memory (the cartridges 
lead in terms of stability). It will be a three- can be dropped two stories without 
spreader masthead rig, similar to the damage!), and the range of software written 
existing mast, but will be stayed with carbon by the boffins at Wits University. 
fibre shrouds throughout except for the two Equally confident is Ludde lngvall, of the 
forestays, which will remain stainless steel Apple Macintosh syndicate. They have 
to take the hanks of the foresails. Wesbank installed the bewilderingly complex Fusion 
was fitted with a carbon fibre backstay more 256 system linked to an Apple computer 
than three years ago, and Glanville says it with software written by world leaders in the 
shows no sign at all of deterioration or wear. computer field. 

Wesbank proved in the Nedlloyd Spice Both teams have fed their computer 
race that she is light enough and has enough systems with weather data going back year3 
drive to make very respectable mileages in (30 years in Aab's case) and the systems are 
light conditions, despite the very heavy rig. designed to identify optimum course, sail 
Subsequent performances have been combinations, trim, and every other factor 
mediocre, but with a crew which has now influencing boatspeed towards that all 
sailed her for well over a year, perhaps important finish line. How effective these 
Wesbank will at last begin to show her true systems will be remains to be seen, but there 
colours! Built almost entirely of carbon can be no doubt that seat of the pants sailing 

is a thing of the past for major competitions. 
Can those without these high-tech aids 

keep up? Or will those who really know the 
sea and sailing balance the scale? 

Aboard 3CR12 this year will be Dave 
Abromowitz, second on handicap in 1982 
with Three Spears, and J.J. Provoyeur, 
Fireball champion, winner of the Stannic 
Admiral's Trophy, and a very accomplished 
helmsman indeed. Combined with the 
proven downwind ability of 3CR12 and her 
light crew of only eight (Apple Macintosh is 
taking 16, Wesbank 10 and Momentum Life 
10), this could prove a team even electronics 
cannot beat. 

Somewhat out of the running this year is 
John Martin's navy entry, Voortrekker II. 
Under-sized to be a true maxi and also 
designed as an all-round performer, 
Voortrekker 11 has nevertheless always 
provided strong competition for the bigger 
boats entered in any race from Cape Town. 
Her often surprising performances have 
mainly been the result of the superb 
seamanship and determination of Martin 
himself, but this year it seems the 
competition is strong enough to really 
eclipse him. 

This somewhat glib look at the potentials 
of the four maxis going for Uruguay line 
honours just dips a toe into the complexities 
that promise to make this year's Uruguay 
race the most exciting ever staged. There is 
the added excitement of knowing that all 
four maxis were built in this country, and 
three of them were also designed here. And 
having looked at some of the form, it would 
be nice to know if anyone is preparing to put 
money on any particular maxi. 

I certainly won't!• 
fibre, she is still extremely light for her size ,,r-----------------------------------, 

VITAL STATISTICS and sail area, and could just hold a few 
surprises in store for her competitors. But 
unlike the other maxis sailing to Uruguay, 
Wesbank will have given no preview of her 
performance potential in the Rothmans 
Week maxi series. 

Apple Macintosh's waterline length 
(longer than any of the other maxis), light 
displacement and huge sail area could give 
her an edge in light winds, enough of an edge 
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3CR12 

LOA (m) 
LWL (m) 
Beam (m) 
Dlspl. (kg) 
Main (sq m) 
No 1 (sq m) 
Spin (sq m) 

APPLE MACINTOSH 
24,32 
20,6 
5,74 

29 850 
132 
178 
410 

WESBANK 

\ 

3CR12 
21,35 
18,00 
4,84 

19 600 
73 
149 
275 

\ 

WESBANK MOM. LIFE 
22,4 21,76 
18,03 18,6 
5,53 5,12 

22 000 15 700 
121 107,5 

176,5 102,5 
400 313,5 

MOMENTUM 
LIFE 

CJ B 

Flying 
on 
the 
edge 
The REAL challenge 
is to push it to the edge ... 
and stay there! 
But should you go over the top, 
you'll need Banzai protection. 
A range of life preservers and 
wetsuits. Designed by 
specialists in your sport 
for comfort and durability. 
Next time you go for the edge, 
fly in safety with Banzai. 

.. 

Trade enquiries to N.C.I. PO.Box 97, East London. Tel: 463141 
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