
RAMPANT'S SYDNEY-HOBART 
THE 630 nautical-mile race from Sydney har

bour, (latitude 34 south) down the south
eastern coast of Aust ralia, aero s the notorious 
and often treacherous Bass Straits separating 
the mainla nd of Austra lia from the island of 
Tasmania, round Tasman Point (latitude 43 
south) on the south-east corner of Tasmania 
a_nd across the 40-miles of prevaricating condi
tions of Storm Bay and up the Derwent River to 
the finish in the picturesque city of Hobart the 
capital of Tasmania, has become one or' the 
world's classic yacht races. 

Founded in 1945 as a result of a simple 
challenge between eight boats, the race sailed 
every year since has grown in significance and 
prestige. Every other year. in the odd year, the 
Sydney-Hobart Race forms the final leg of the 
Southern Cross Racing_ Circuit held off Sydney, 
m the same way (and m the same year) as the 
Fastnet Race is linked to Cowes Week. In 1979 
there were 147 entries and in 1981 , 143. 

This time there were a whole bunch of "un
official .. South Africans taking part. 

The race traditionally starts on the noon gun 
on Box ing Day. On December 26, 1982. in a 
non-.Southern Cross series year, there were 130 
entries and 124 yachts under starter's orders in 
the 37th Sydney-Hobart, sponsored this year by 
Hi tachi and Trans-Australian Airways. 

The race itse lf on average takes three to five 
days. depending on conditions and rating. Finish 
times have decreased with adva ncement of 
des ign a nd perfo rma nce. In the 40's tim es 
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averaged between five and eight days, with the 
best time recorded in 1948 by Merlan at 4 days 4 
hours. 

During the SO's times condensed on average 
to between 4,5 to six days with the best time 
recorded in 1956 by Kurrewa IV in 3 days 18 
hours . 

The averages in the60'scamedown to between 
four and five days. with the best time going to 
Ondine in 1962 at 3 days 3 hours. 

The 70's brought the Maxi's and the lOR 
performance ratings and averages tumbled to 
between three and five days. The record for 
covering the 360-mile course was made and is 
still he ld by Kialoa in 1975 with an elapsed time 
of 2 days 14 hours, 36 minutes, 56 seconds. 

With the new class of super Maxis of the 70's 
and early 80's, the record was expected to be en
dangered, but wind conditions have th us far 
dictated ot he.rwise. A downward passage is 
required to give the best time. Weather con
ditions in the area a re dictated by the same 
fronta l systems that sweep past the South African 
coast. A strong front sweeping the South Austra
lian continent could bring strong westerlies to 

Barry Burton-Barbour at Rampant Its 
wheel during the Sydney-Hobart Race. 

south-westerlies in the area of the race, part i
cula rly through the Bass Stra its where, with 
wind against tide, the seas can become steep 
and treacherous. Fronts passing to the south of 
T.asmania bring southerly to south-easterly con
d111ons on the T asmanian coast and easte rly to 
northeaste rly cond1t1ons on the Austra lian east 
coast, in the same way as we get north-easte rlies 
on our Natal coast. 

Before the start of the 1982 Sydney-Hobart , 
the three-day weather forecast indicated 
strengthening north-easte rly conditions, ideal 
fo r a record-breaking passage. The Maxis lined 
up this year for line honours were : 

The giant Condor of Bermuda of the United 
States. 

West Austra lian Apollo (the "Green Ma
chine") . 

Alan Tucker and Dave van Reenen's Rampant 
II ("The Sled"). 

Vengeance (formerly Siska as seen in the 
Parmelia Race) and the rather radical Helsall II 
with Rolly Tasker's new smaller Siska in with an 
outside chance. 

. Pre-race favourite for handicap honours was 
S1r_James Hardy's two-tonner, Police Car, with 
serious challenges from other two-tonners Bondi 
Tramp, Sweet Caroline, Once More Dear 
Friends and Hitch Hiker. One-tonners Scallywag 
and Audacity were favourites in Class Ill and 
more than a challenge to Police Car for overall 
position. 

The hosts in Sydney were the founders of the 
race, the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia whose 
marina facilities fo r visiting yachts became the 

Rampant II idylls under spinnaker into 
Sydney harbour with the well-known 
landmark bridge in the background . 
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A section of the 124 boat f leet just before 
the start of the Sydney-Hobart Race. 
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hub of pre-race organisation, public interest . 
inter-yacht challenges. last-minute modifications 
and repairs and the tensioned hubbub and 
adrenalin build-up that takes place before a big 
race. all under the whirr of TV cameras, videos 
and camera shutters. 

The race organisation was carried out with 
smooth precision and. as pointed out at the 
skippers· briefing, after 36 Hobart races most of 
the problems have been ironed out. Emphasis 
was on safety. position reporting and communi
cauons which kept the public informed and sus
tained their interest in the event. 

Media coverage and pre-race speculation on 
all levels - press. magazine. radio and TV -
are phenomenal by South African standards. 
Everybody in Sydney is drawn into the race 
fever. Even a continental taxi driver in the centre 
city knew all about the race. who the favourites 
were and expressed comment on support for 
one or other favourites without ever having 
been on a yacht in his life. On Boxing Day he 
was to take his family to a vantage point to 
watch the start along with the estimated :Y., mil
lion other. people who line the clifftops. roof
tops and windows and every conceivable vantage 
point over the bay and out at The Heads. 

Much-advertised spectator craft corridors 
were formed on each side of the channel to be 
policed by course officials and launche~ from 
the Police and Navy. Competing yachts were 
not permitted to sail among the spectators but 
had to tack or manoeuvre away ten metres 
short of the depicted spectator areas. Yachts 
were entitled to call for water if they were being 
forced into these areas. 

Sailing instructions provided a one-minute 
rule. which applied with transgressing yachts 
having to return outside the line limits. Recalls 
would be done by display of numbers and the 
sail numbers of the premature starters would be 
called out over the radio for ten minutes. or till 
the yachts rectified themselves. There was no 
provision for a general recall. There was not to 
be one. 

As with the start of our South Atlantic Races. 
a spinnaker spectacle is what the public want 
and enioy. This they have had for three years on 
a trot, but in 1982 it was to be a beat to The 
Hea.ds, less spectacular but orderly. 

First to pass through The Heads is itself a 
prestigious prize in full evidence before the eyes 
of every TV camera. private video or camera in 
the area. Sponsored prizes added to the incentive 
It is said that on Apollo the owners offer 100 
dollars a head to the crew if they get there first. 

The day had come, Boxing Day. overcast but 
not grey. Sydney spilled over into the harbour 
area on everything that floated - boards. 
canoes, yachts. runabouts, rowboats. skiboats. 
cruisers, ferries. fishing trawlers - you name it. 
There was even one party having a braai in a 
portable swimming pool launched into the bay 
and driven about by two outboard engines. They 
all added to the spectacle - but also the chop ~ 
on the water. 

A light easterly breezed the bay and hushed 30 
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l\Tersatile Elca Marine Corporation are 
introducing the Nauticat range 
of motor sailers. Nauticat is 

for the successful man who wants to entertain in style. Produced by 
Sil tat a Yachts or Finland, the Nau tica t series of craft ranges from the 
33 footer up to the latest offering, the 52, with a 38, a 43 and a 44 in 
between. Their long range capabilities and dual steering stations enable 
them to take you comfortably and economically to any port in the 
world. For more information contact Elca Marine Corporation, 
P.O. Box 607, Vanderbijl-
park , 1900. Telephone 
(016) 31-1464. 
4-20779. 

Telex Nauticat 
33, 38, 44 & 52 

Nauticat 33 Nauticat 38 Nauticat 44 Nauticat 52 

Elca Marine Corporation, P.O. Box 607, Vanderbijlpark, 1900. Tel. (016) 31-1464. 
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...illl the crowd a minute before the noon gun as at 
"'1111 least 40 out of the 124 thoroughbreds that had 

29 been nudging up to the line, were quietly carried 
over by the outgoing tide. Some were spilling 
frantically, some were luffing and others were 
trimming determinedly in the sanctity of obscu
rity from the bridge. Ten seconds to go one boat 
luffed past head to wind and fell on to port and 
set 12 yachts about or into irons immediately to 
leeward of us in Rampant II. 

The start gun boomed, echoing down the 
estuary channels and multitude of coves and 
cliffs lined with Sydney's luxury homes. All 
waited for the second recall gun and the listed 
radio calls for the dissidents to return. but none 
came. 

There were 40 reprisals and a minimum of 
280 relieved smi les as the start was adjudged 
premature but fair. They let the fleet go -
Hobart! 

But. first of the race to The Heads. 
The fleet split in two - one to pass to weather 

and the other to leeward of the submerged reef 
which formed an obstruction in the channel 
halfway out: Rampant JI got a good sta rt on the 
weather end oft he line while Condor of Bermuda. 
Apollo a nd smaller Margaret Rintoul II {for
merly Raggamuffin) broke the fleet at the lee
ward end of the line. As the maxis pulled ahead, 
the walled mass of white sails slowly dissipated 
and extended themselves towards The Heads. 
backdropped by the city skyline. the famous 
Sydney harbour bridge and the celebrated 
Opera House. 

The leeward side of the channel enjoyed more 
breeze and Condor strode ahead to tack across 
and lead the fleet out of The Heads. Second was 
the gallant Margaret Rintoul II followed by 
Apollo. Rampant II and Helsall I!. 

The spectator fleet now spilled out into the 
open sea flanking the leaders. The criss-cross of 
hundreds of wakes with the outgoing tide against 
wind and onsho re wave action, set up an incred
ible slop and chop. It was exaggerated by the 
backwave act ion against the cliff faces outs ide 
The Heads. The maxis and larger boats powered 
through this cond ition, leaving the two, one, 
and ha lf-tonners to bob up and down in the light 
easterly onshore breeze. 

Above. the clifftops were lined by thousands 
and thousands of spectators si lhouetted against 
the sky. Vengeance was dwarfed against the 
c liff side. 

Condor of Bermuda pulled out a substantial 
lead of over a mile as the fleet inched away from 
the coastline and settled down to cover the 6JO
mile course. 

Rampant II had a slight incident with a small 
tanker which traversed the course from west to 
east, turned 180 degrees and appeared to be 
watching the fleet go past. It let Condor of 
Bermuda through and soon after Apollo had 
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crossed its bows with Rampant II closing, the 
tanker put engines ahead, set on a collision 
course with our sloop. At one stage Rampant II 
looked as if she could shoot the tanker's bow. 
but as it revved its engines, it became clear that 
there was no safe passage. and Rampant II had 
to harden up and go behind the tanker. losing 
out substantially on Apollo //. Feelings of deli
berate intervention were discounted, however, 
when it was noted that the tanker was merely 
lining itself up to negotiate the entry into the 
neighbouring Botany Bay. 

The wind settled down into the east-south
east. but varied in strength with apparent winds 
rising to 15 knots and dropping to six. The five 
leading maxis moved down the coast almost 
abreast. with each one in turn surging ahead 
when the wind strengt h suited her performance 
ratio. This jostling was to continue for a lmost 
three days in a neck-and-neck duel to the finish. 

During the first night the wind eased to the 
east. Reaching spinnakers were hoisted th rough 
the fleet. to be subst ituted towards dawn with 
lighter running 'chutes. 

Sunrise found the five maxis running abreast 
with Siska and Margarel Rintoul II bringing up 
the rear. 

The first fleet position report was given at 
seven. with Apollo alphabetically being among 
the first to give her position. She announced 
that five maxis were in a line and gave her 
position. The others followed the cue and merely 
gave their longitudinal positions. The maxis were 
in fact all within boat-lengths of each other in a 
line. 

The following winds increased to 15/20 knots 
and Rampant 11 started showing her legs. as she 
pulled out into the lead. However, a halyard 
spl ice parted at masthead and her powerful 2.2-
ounce 'chute went over the bow a nd under the 
boat. She had to round up to recover her now 
torn spinnaker and in so doing surrendered the 
lead to Helsall II. In recovery . Rampant II 
hoisted her Limit Star and, a lthough she enjoyed 
the conditions for the rest of the day. she lacked 
the power to show her full potential. The waves 
were short and the surfing limited. 

By the end of the day she had inched back to 
the lead. 

That evening at position time the maxis 
followed the same sport ing gesture by recording 
that they were all in a line. They were so. give o r 
take half a mile. So the race entered the second 
night. 

Fleet position points were to be given twice 
daily. There was something to be learnt for our 
South Atlantic Race. The Sydney Hobart posi
tions for 120 boats were all done in half an hour. 

The fleet were issued with printed forms 
listing all the boats, with columns for longitude 

Pete Thomas. UCTYC member, takes 11 
brEl,ather as Rampant passes Tasman 
Point. Pete was one of eleven South Afri
cans in the 15 man crew sailing Rampant 
II. 
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and latitude. minutes and seconds. Each boat 
was given 15 seconds to report and they were 
merely to read out the minutes and seconds of 
her position without reference to north or east 
latitude or longitude. as was set out on the 
printed format. 

If the controller did not read the position as 
given, he would merely say so - and another 
yacht in the area. hearing the position. would 
merely identify herself with her name and relate 
the position. again. giving only figures without 
further ado or interjection. 

The fleet reports certainly went off smoothly. 
All retiring yachts had. likewise. to give their 
positions till they reached their home port. 

Recorded positions were computerised and 
newspapers and radio stations were immediately 
informed of the fleet's progress. On the radio. 
hourly news bulletins included up-to-date posi
tions of the fleet. actual and handicap. 

During the day small planes swept the racing 
area and either relayed position reports or took 
back photographs for the Press. 

During the night the leaders crossed the half
way mark about four hours ahead of the record 
time for the course. The wind. however. dropped 
and a light. variable southerly breeze picked up. 
The leaders changed tacks several times on the 
point of the compass and at sunrise in a lumpy 
sea, Rampant II was in the lead from Apollo. 
Helsall I I and Condor of Bermuda. in that order. 
All yachts were in sight of each o ther. 

At the 7 a.m. report, as always, Apo/lo.gave 
her position first and, although Rampant If s log 
showed OF bearings. indicating a setting in by 
the tide of five miles. her position was given 
relative to that of Apollo. As. in the words of 
Rampant Ifs navigator: "Navigation is more of 
an art than a science, and a navigator must use 
all the information at his disposal. including in 
this instance. the position given by Apollo's 
veteran and expert navigator." 

The leaders at this stage were some 40 miles 
offshore. 15 miles east of the rhumbline set 25 
miles offshore. Forecast of wind direction was 
sou th-east to south-west during the day with 
easterli es or north easterli es predicted later. 
The leaders were now beating into a lumpy sea 
in a southerly breeze which was increasing. This 
condition is the anathema of Rampant II. so 
Apollo started powering away with Condor of 
Bermuda coming up fast down to leeward. 

Apart from the unhappy sea. the angle of 
tack was actually away from the mark and 
Rampant II chose to tack over to port on a 
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heading JO degrees below the layline o f Tasman 
Point. At this angle. if the wind freed. Rampant 
II would lay the point. If it headed, she could 
tack over and be on the inside of the other 
maxis. In the meantime, she was running parallel 
to the lumpy sea and made good progress through 
the water. What Rampant II wanted was a 
change in wind direction, one way or the other. 
As it happened. the wind did not vary much 
during the day and Rampant II closed in on the 
coast to about 10 miles during the day and early 
evening. During the night the wind swung. as 
forecast. and for Rampant II on the coast it was 
a reach and for the other maxis it was a run to 
Tasman Point. 

The north-easterly did not last long and swung 
to the north. The advantage that Rampant JI 
had over her competitors was thus reversed and 
in the four hours closing Tasman Point Condor 
of Bermuda. Apollo. Helsall II and Vengeance 
came in on a broad reach. We now in fact ran 
dead before, down the coast. 

Till then Rampam 11 thought she had it in the 
bag. 

The third dawn broke and, for the third time 
running. the five maxis were in sight of each 
other. It was certainly marvellous racing for five 
boats of this calibre in varying conditions to 
remain so closely packed. neck-and-neck. 

Those out to sea c losed on the coast and 
Tasman Point at greater speed on the broad 
reach and went into Storm Bay in the order -
Condor of Bermuda. Apollo. He/sail II followed 
by Rampant II and Vengeance. The first three 
boats were tightly bunched about three to four 
miles ahead. 

There is a reach across Storm Bay and 
Rampant II changed down to her "chicken" 
'chute with Vengeance hard on her transom. 
down to a genoa. 

Storm Bay lived up to its name, in a sort o f 
vortex action, the wind velocity increased from 
15 to 50 knots within 200 metres. Rampanl II 
took off - c hicken 'chute straining and boom 
vang released in the unexpected clout - in a 
mad kite across the bay. The newly repaired 
spinnaker/ halya rd , broken on the second day 
and now shortened without wire round the 
turning winch, parted on the rope section and 
Rampant II had to drop her spinnaker for the 
second time in the race. It was recovered without 
difficulty and, on hoisting her genoa, she led 
Vengeance for the 14 miles across Storm Bay in 
blustering 40 knots in pursuit of the three 
leaders. 

On rounding out of Storm Bay. the leaders 
now fell becalmed in the extended windshadow 
of the headland at the far end. As they flip-

RIGHT: Geoff Meek is assisted by Susie 
Wade with a spinnaker repair while Mark 
Constant looks on. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Alan Tucker, Rampant 's 
co-owner (sitting on push pit). with Geoff 
Meek (trimming sheet) and delivery skip
per Phil Wade. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Richard Wilkinson. ex
RCYC member and the man who commis
sioned Gwaap and took her to the half 
ton Worlds, is now resident in Australia 
but turned out to crew on Rampant. 

Photographs: Barry Burton-Barbour. 
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flopped around. Rampant II and Vengeance 
surged down on them. 

Condor. close to the cliff, appeared to be the 
worst hit. Apollo and Helsall 11 took the point 
wide and appeared to be moving through into 
the lead. 

Rampant II hoisted spinnaker and followed 
the route of Apollo and Helsall 11. planning to 
give a wider berth to the windshadow - Yaal 
Dam stuff. Vengeance chose the cliff face. As 
they closed the windshadow. so Condor. Apollo 
and Helsall I I flip-flopped out the other side a nd 
went back into JO-knot breezes towards the 
Derwent River. 

They had taken 20 minutes to get through the 
ordeal. 

It is unknown whether the wind changed 
direction or velocity, but the pattern changed 
and Rampant II took one hour. 45 minutes to 
get through the windshadow. Vengeance picked 
up a slight breeze against the cliff face and 
managed to squeeze out after about an hour. 

By this time the leaders had entered the Der
went River and were a lmost over the horizon. 

When Rampant II picked up the breeze, on 
the other side of the shadow. Vengeance was 
likewise in the Derwent River. almost out of 
sight. 

It was like finishing an Agulhas Race into 
Table Bay, having to negotiate the windshadow 
off Sea Point. 

All was not over. 
The radio reports of the position of the leaders 

disclosed flat calms up the river closer to Hobart. 
Condor of Bermuda chose the east bank and 
fell into a hole and Apollo caught right up to 
her. Over the last three miles of the course there 
were no more than two or three boatlengths 
between these two warring giants as they inched 
their way towards the finish line in the light 
fo llowing breeze. Apollo tried every tactic in 
the book. She could not quite blanket Condor 
because the wind was slightly forward of the 
quarter. 

The tension mounted, as 100 metres from the 
line. the wind disappeared almost entirely. Both 
the leaders· spinnakers were aback and they 
had lost way. Apollo's 'chute filled on a waft and 
was the first to get under way. She now success
fully blanketed Condor and drew abreast. 
Condor of Bermuda st ruggled to get herself 

going once more and the two giant maxis ran on 
the line for an almost photo finish. 

Both craft had their spinnakers flying out as 
far away from them as they could legally do, 
each hoping that their billowing extension would 
cross the line first! 

There was a conflict in radio reporting. From 
the commentator's vantage point it appeared as 
if Apollo had won but, when the judges' decision 
was made known, it was Bob Bell in Condor of 
Ber;;,uda who had won line honours in the 1982 
Sydney-Hobart c lassic. He did so by a hair's 
breadth. This was the closest finish ever and it is 
doubted whether there ever could be a tighter 
end to an ocean race of 6JO nautical miles. 

Helsall 11 crossed 10 minutes late r, followed 
by Vengeance. 20 minutes after the leader. 
Rampanl II finished 36 minutes behind. Siska 
was sixth, followed by Margaret Rillloul II. 

Sir James Hardy in Police Car took line 
honours for Class I I and the one-tonner, Scallv-
wag. took line honours in Division Ill. · 

On overa ll handicap. one-tonners Scallywag 
and Audacily were first and second. followed 
by one- tonners Police Car. Szechwan, Adena/in. 
Roperunner. Once More Dear Friends. Bondi 
Tramp and Black Magic. 

The whole of Hobart turns out to welcome 
the leading yachts and over the following four 
days the city opened their hearts and doors to 
a ll the yachtsmen who brought a thumping 
vibrance to the picturesque harbour area of this 
quaint little c ity tucked into the mountain-side 
- Hobart at her best. 

On Near Year's Day. in tradition, the visiting 
yachts raced the King of the Derwent, twice 
round the bay. Condor of Bermuda took line 
ho nours from Rampant II. Vengeance and 
Siska. On handicap Sweet Caroline won. with 
Siska a close second. 

Prize giv ing on January 3 saw the end of the 
festivities and the gradual departure and return 
of the racing boats to their home ports. 

Finishing at the same time at Hobart were 42 
yachts in the Melbourne to Hobart Race. The 
course is down the west coast of Tasmania. 
Almost 170 rac ing yachts therefore converged 
on and were hosted by Hobart over the same 
festive period. 

What a race! - and a reminder that it pays 
o nly to be in the lead at the end! • 
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