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RICHARD CROCKETT 
With the South Wester of last year still fresh 
in the minds of many competitors. the talk 
prior to this ~·ears e\'erit was of the Easter)~· 
slide down to East London. 

Unfortunate!\·, the reverse occurred and a 
relatively smali. yet high]:, spirited fleet of 26 
,·achts set out from Durban. into a Wester!~·. 
for a long. hard and wet slog down the East 
Coast for the Annual Wilbur Ellis Vasco Da 
Gama Race. 

Tactics are ahYa:,s of prime importance in 
any yacht race. but in Vascoare most difficult 
to decide upon as the current is almost 
impossible to determine. At the 
announcement part~· for the race. Dr Dennis 
Spalding gave an excellent short lecture on 
the basic characteristics of the current. not 
purely as an aid to competitors. but as a 
\\'arning of the potential hazards of the 
current can produce. 

From the starters gun the battle was on. 
Sensation and Kiga the t\\'O tuner, set the 
pace follo\\'ed by Shaya J\.loya. Rubican. 
Magic Carpet and Assegai. her extremely 
determined skipper aboard. Earl~· tactics 
took the fleet sea\\'ard. but b~· mid afternoon 
the majority of the fleet had tacked inshore 
obvious!~· hoping for a land-breeze that 
night. Gunnadoo and Assegai were still 
heading for the current. Sensation had put a 
tack inshore. a surprise to many after the 
race as Neil BaileY is normaJJy the first to 
take a chance with the current at sea. 

The \\'ind was stead,·. 20-25 knots until 
approximately 21.00 hrs when an incredible 
storm hit the fleet. Its presence \\'as heralded 
by the most magnificent display of lighting 
we ever had seen. and slightly lighter winds. 
Sudden!\· from no-\\'here the \\'ind speed 
increased to a full gale, with reports of 65 
knots being recei\'ed. This took most 
competitors by surprise, tearing the sails of 
three that could not get them down quickly 
enough. or forcing others to ride the storm 
out under bare poles. As quickly as it came. it 
went, lasting approximately 30 minutes. 
Seven boats retired and limped back to 
Durban with shredded sails. Included were 
Sensation. Kiga. Ole and Charisma. 

The strangest aspect of the storm was the 
11·av in which it became more fierce the 
closer inshore it got. Both Gunnado and 
Assegai whoo were well to seaward of the 
fleet experienced between 35 and 40 knots, 
causing them few. if any problems. They had 
the lightening, rain and hail. but not the wind 
that lashed the rest of the fleet. Despite the 
wind and sea conditions. the only damage 
was to the sails. with those who retired 
making it back to Durban, without any 
problems or cause for alarm. 

By Friday late afternoon/early evening 
the wind died almost completely, depending 
on the position of the yachts. Assegai, who 
was closing the coast into Bashee River 
Mouth. was barely making 1 knot. By 
midnight she had picked up a reasonable land 
breeze. and for the first time hoisted a 
spinnaker, tight reaching down the coast. 

She arrived off East London at dawn, on 
Saturday and there she sat potentially 
pla~·ing with every little puff of wind that 
came her way, desperately trying to make 
her way inshore to avoid the notorius rip that 
can S\\'eep a yacht pass the finish. Only 
minutes before 10.00 hrs on Saturday she 
crossed the line to take the gun without 
another competitor in sight. 

The wind had died completely and it was 
anyones guess where the rest of the fleet 
were. Shortly after noon 3 yachts appeared 
on the horizon. Close inshore wer Shaya 
Maya and Magic Carpet, while coming in 
from out at sea was Gunnadoo. Gunnadoo 
was swept past East London and battled 
against the current to get to the finish. Her 
liason with the current that pushed her down 
the coast, turned into a private 4 hour duel 
against the same current to finish. These lost 
4 hours cost her second place over the line, 
but nevertheless established her skipper, 
Andrew Lawrence as the undoubted master 
of the Mozambique Current, as very few 
competitors believed it possible that an 
RCOD would be up with the leading IOR 
yachts in a predominantly upwind race. 

Gunnadoo's private flight with the current 
was eventually eclispsed by the battle for 2nd 

Lady Shamrock, a Compass 47 showed what speed 
this primarily cruising design has. 

Pictures by MIKE RUSHWORTH 

place between 5 yachts. Lady Shamrock, 
Magic Carpet, Shaya Maya, Rubicon and 
Gunnadoo fought for this position. Lady 
Shamrock eventually won the dice, with a 
mere 9 minutes separting 2nd and 5th 
position, with Gunnadoo 20 minutes behind. 
Whether there has ever been an ocean race 
finish as close as this in South Africa is 
doubtful, but for all those watching, the 
never-ending fight these yachts put up in no 
wind and a fading light was magnificent. 

Due to the wind and lack of wind for the 
whole day the prize giving had to be split, 
with the IOR boats having theirs on schedule 
and the Class A yachts the following launch 
time. This was regrettable but necessary as 
for the next two days there was not a breath 
of wind in East London and most.competitors 
battled to make the time limit. 

The Vasco race report is complete until the 
special hospitability of the EL YC members is 
mentioned. Once again they managed to 
impress every competitor in the way 
Yachtsmen like to be impressed. There was 
plenty of beer (and Captain Morgan) and the 
'Bacon 'n Egg Birds' once again managed to 
fill every empty stomach that stepped 
ashore, irrespective of the time of day or 
night. Well done and thank you 1 

bruce banks sails congratulates Bertie Reed 
on His Outstanding Second Place Overall! 
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Weather rail tedium on Assegai. ii 

Assegai, skippered by Terry Clarence was the first boat in. 

~ IB 3~~ I 
IDYLLE /f, CRUISER 

SAIL AREA 
Main: 26.7 m2 

Genoa: 43 m2 

Jib: 28m 2 

Storm Jib: 7 m2 

BERTHS: 7 
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SPECIFICATIONS 
Designer: J. Berret 
Hull length: 11.10 m 
L.O.A.: 1_ 1.50 m 
LWL: 8.80 m 
Beam: 3.70 m 
Draft . 1.33 m 
Displ : 5200 kg 
Ballast : 2500 kg 

Pyac 
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Lily Road, Retreat, 7945, P.O. Box 10, Steenberg, 7947. 
Ph. (021) 72-9984/0658 A/H (021) 8-9844, Telex !57-21684. 

-------------------■-------Ton Cup Yachts, P.O. Box 10, Steenberg, 7947. I 
PLEASE SEND ME MORE DETAILS ON THESE YACHTS 

Cruisers/Racers 
First 460 42 □ 380 350 320 300 280 250 240 First class □ 
Cruisers:- ldylle 11,500 ldylle 8.80 D 
Motor sallors:- Evasion 370 340 290 Wlzz □ 

NAME----------~---------

ADDRESS----------------------

TEL NO-------·----------------

SAILING ARE~--------------------
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