
amazement as the wind blew while 40 boats 
were about to be modified. Fortunately, it 
was discovered that the cams had not been 
lubricated, and the application of silicone 
spray solved the problem. 

By the time the race had started, the wind 
had dropped to between eight and 15 knots. 
Rob Curry of the US'A came home first with 
Mike Collier recovering well to finish third 
from 12th. Dodds finished fourth with Scott 
Jonston, ninth. 

Race five saw the wind back up, gusting 
between 20-25 knots. Mike Collier had a 
superb race to win by two minutes over the 
Australians Laurent and Corlett. 

A further race had to be abandoned as 'it 
was getting dark.' 

This decision created quite a stir, and as 
the organisation of the regatta was far from 
world championship status, some 
competitors began wondering why they had 
come so far and spent so much money to 
sail in a shambles. 

The following day brought five knots of 
wind and a boring race, in which, Kitty 
Salmon beat young William Edwards. 

Dodds won the following race with 
Salmon third, while the third race of the day 
proved to be the most exciting with some 
amazing position changes in the top 10. 

Edwards led for the first triangle with 
Thomas seventh and Lawrence 10th. 
Figuerua was somewhere around 15th, but 
going well and creeping up. On the second 
beat, Thomas went really close inshore and 
picked a good lift that took him to first place. 
Edwards dropped to fourth, while Figueura 
moved into the top 10, and Lawrence 
moved out. 

With some amazing boatspeed, Figueura 
managed to take the leading position 
downwind. Nearing the final mark on a 
broad reach, he was caught unawares in a 
gust and pitchpoled to weather of the mark. 
He righted himself in 35 seconds, but 
unfortunately, his sail just touched the mark 
where he sailed straight for the finish 
without re-rounding, crossing in seventh 
position. 

De Meyer took the gun followed by 
Thomas. Figuerua later admitted his 
mistake, and the South Africans lodged a 
protest, which led to his disqualification. 

That evening, the Australians lost the 
America's Cup to our locals. To lose in a 
beer drinking competition for an Australian 
is a fate worse that death after a night in 
Hong Kong. 

Another 5 knot wind heralded the fleet 
the following day, with the first race reduced 
to another long, slow and drawn out affair. 
Bob Curry took the gun ahead of Hawaiian, 
Alan Legusa, with Colin Hancox third. A 
windshift near the finish provided some 
close finishes as the line could not be laid on 
starboard. 

Even lighter winds were experienced for 
the next race, with a complete windless hole 
at the pin end of the line. Any boat over the 
line battled to restart, 'with minor chaos' 
developing. After 45 minutes with Dodds in 
the lead, the race was abandoned. By late 
afternoon when the wind reappeared, it was 
too late to relay the course for another race. 

At the final cut, Blaine Dodds was overall_ 
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A typical beach scene prior to racing. 

At a pre-regatta ceremony, waters from all 
nations were accepted. 

The South African flag flew alongside those 
of many other nations. 

RESULTS 
1 Bob Curry .................... USA 
2 Blaine Dodds ................... SA 
3 Enrique Figuerua ........ Puerto Rico 
4 Kitty Salmon .................. Tahiti 
5 William Edwards ................. SA 
6 Colin Hancox ................... SA 
7 Mike Metcalf ............... Australia 
8 Tony Laurent .............. Australia 
9 Hiro de Meyer ................ Tahiti 

10 Anthony Duchatel .......... Australia 
11 Mike Collier .................... SA 
15 Paul Thomas .................... SA 
25 Alan Lawrence .................. SA 
31 Scott Johnstone ................. SA 
33 Ren Brand ...................... SA 
36 Lionel Hartley ................... SA 
38 Andre Morse .................... SA 
40 Jan Tucker ..................... SA 

first, followed by Kitty Salmon, Bob Curry 
and William Edwards. 

Windshifts galore. Some people will 
remember this day's racing forever, while 
others cannot wait to forget it. 

Race one got away in 20-knots, but two 
major wind shifts on the first beat caused 
chaos as the marks were shifted in 
accordance with the new wind direction. 
Most of the top contenders were in the 20s. 
Figuerua came out on top, followed by 
Hancox and Metcalfe, while Lawrence was 
not as lucky, being forced to do three 720°s 
up the first beat. 

The wind dropped down to 10 knots for 
the next race, although the last of the wind 
shifts had not been seen. 

Figuera led for most of the race, but by 
under-standing the finish mark, fell back to 
fourth. The final wind shift created a 
soldier's course, with the bridge shortening 
course at the wing mark to give a beat to the 
finish. This confused some, resulting in a few 
unheard protests. Laurent won this, with 
Lawrence redeeming himself by finishing 
third. 

Twenty knots was welcomed for the final 
race, which proved to be a super two hour 
marathon on a long course. The inshore leg 
paid on the first beat, but once more 
Figuerua put his race together well to take 
the gun again. This put him firmly in front, 
followed by Curry and Dodds. A mere six 
points stood between these top three, while 
12 points separated the top 10. 

With two races left to sail for the 
championship, the atmosphere was electric. 

For the final day, conditions were once 
again light. The pin end of the line was over
crowded, with many boats over. Salmon, 
however, won the race, with Curry, 
Figuerua and Dodds in the top six with only 
eight points separating them. 

The final race which determined the title, 
turned out to be a three hour affair - in 
three to five knots of wind. The start was 
once again crowded, with Figuerua buried in 
the melee, and Curry just squeezing 
through a number of boats on starboard, 
and even being helped by one obliging fellow 
who dipped behind his transoms. 

Curry moved in to the lead for the first 
two rounds chased by Dodds who had crept 
up from fourth to second. Figuerua was still 
wallowing in the 20s unable to extricate 
himself. Anyone who knows Dodds would 
quiver at the sight of him creeping up closer 
and closer, but Curry, with nerves of steel, 
held his lead for a further two rounds, 
despite Dodds attempting to pull out all the 
stops. 

Near the finish, with the wind dying, 
Curry tacked early, but could not lay the 
line, while Dodds, carrying on further, 
looked good. A wind shift put Curry in a 
better position to finally give him the gun 
and the World Hobie 14 Title. 

Back on the beach it was decided to 
protest Curry, as two witnesses had seen a 
port and starboard incident in which he was 
involved. As no protest flag had been raised, 
the claim was not heard, securing the title 
for the American. Dodds had to be content 
with 'runner-up' for the third successive 
time. 

Mainstay re-launched By Des Harding 

THE CONTROVERSIAL maxi, 
Mainstay, is back in the water. After an 18-
month vacation, this much publicised, much 
criticised brainchild of Ernst van der Laan 
was one of the entries in last month's Sea 
harvest Festival race. 

Gerhard Aab recommended to the Wits 
committee that an attempt be made in 1985 
to win the coveted Uruguay trophy. 
Wesbank and Rampant II were early 
nominations but unavailable. Mainstay was 
still sunbathing in Cape Town harbour next 
to rotting, forgotton hulks, her keel still full 
of water from her last swim' in July 1982. 
Temporary sponsorship has been found to 
relaunch her as Kapenaar and more than 
3 000 man hours of cautious repairs have 
now begun to pay dividends. 

On her first sea trial she notched up nine 
knots in a 56 knot black south-easier with 
her storm jib on the jack slay, her No. 4 on 
the forestay and four reefs in the main. The 
yacht proved sound and dry. 

The keel flange had been stripped and 25 
litres of epoxy pressured in to the hollow 
keel. Eighty new points have been laminated 
and bolted between the space frame and the 
hull. Blocks have been replaced and over
hauled and all running gear checked and 
welded where necessary. With all the frantic 
activity on board recently, I could have been 
fooled in to thinking that the Uruguay race 
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was only a week away. 
Kapenaar is an untried boat. Late for the 

1982 South Atlantic crossing, she has yet to 
be tested, against another yacht in her class. 
Many sceptics doubt her potential. Many 
hard-drinking, non-sailing sailors find 
everything wrong with her - and the 
boatbuilder and the designer. Denied the 
right to prove her deep water capabilities, 
Kapenaar remains an unknown quantity. 
Her pedigree however, is formidable. 

Kapenaar is a complicated boat. She's 
big, she's mean and she's undoubtedly one 
of the fastest boats in the world. This 
meticulous, adventurous and highly 
discussed design of Ernst van der Laan was 
a bold step ahead in yachting technology. 
The welded, aluminium "space frame" was 
constructed separately and dropped in to 
the otherwise unstable hull, giving it 
tremendous lateral strength and support. 

There are no bulkheads, stringers or 
anytl)ing else conforming to "standard" 
design on Kapenaar. She is totally radical. 
The 8-ply hull was moulded in the Gougeon 
West method, to economise weight. Wafer
thin sandwiches of Honduras Mahogany, 
carbon fibre, meranti and balsa were finely 
honed back to perfection after each 

application. 
Fully rigged, the maxi displaces 15,1 tons 

- that's 100 kg lighter than Rampant Il and 
an incredible third of Kwa Heri's weight! 
Designed to tack downwind, she boasts 
some exciting gear. Twin back-stays feed on 
to giant aluminium drums below decks with 
a child-like plurchase of 500:1 that rake the 
lethal-looking black mast through a curve of 
15 degrees at mast height. 

The fractional rig is both pleasing and 
functional in kicking this maxi to super 
speeds. Without any ready comparison, she 
looks like some cheeky racing dinghy ready 
to skip around the Saturday afternoon 
buoys. With the wind in her, full and strong, 
she surges down the long, grey Atlantic 
swells with a savagery that threatens 
anything in her path. Elegant. Nasty. Mean 
and vicious. 

Ernst van Laan - the hard-working, 
brilliant innovator, has undoubtedly created 
a super boat. Tragically, she has only flexed 
her muscles at her own reflection. Her 
future needs careful planning. American 
dealer Bob Arnum would probably waltz her 
through umpteen preliminaries before 
staking her against the best. Kapenaar 
has _not been bloodied by the first round as 

yet, and all we can do is admire her and tell 
our friends how great she is. 

There is no question that she's a 
champion. But how much of a champion? Is 
she a new National champion? Is she 
champion of the Cape? Or is she a world 
champion? Only international competition 
can answer that question. Can Kapenaar 
answer that challenge? If she can, then the 
Wits crew will be pleased. So will John 
Smeddle. So will Ernst, and so will all those 
other faithfuls who spent so much time and 
concern during her birth pains. 

National sponsorship has worked for 
Three Spears, Spirit Of CIW and /ta/tile. 
Their respective donors have received 
magnificient mileage in the press and TV. 
Sub-sponsors like Rex T rueform and Spoil 
Sports have also reaped the benefit of re
invested profits. 

What, then, is the long-term benefit for 
ocean racing sponsorship in this country? 
Without it, ocean racing will die. Only clear 
vision, expert knowledge and an 
understanding of the medium will guarantee 
both the development of the sport and the 
continued faith that spending big money on 
big boats can keep maxi-racing at world 
standards. 

STUDENT BRAINS 
PREP ARE KAAPENAAR 

keel bolts 

Kaapenaar - keel detail 
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AS THE countdown to the Sea Harvest
Saldanha race reached its closing stages, 
the big question on all Royal Cape Yacht 
Club lips was: Will we at last see a real maxi 
contest in a local race? 

John Martin, anxious for a real home 
waters competition, was casting speculative 
glances at the cluttered deck of John 
Smeddle's Kaapenaar - and her cavalier 
crew of Witwatersrand University students. 

And well he might, for these engineering 
students, preparing Kaapenaar for "a 
record-breaking South Atlantic line 
honours win", are in deadly earnest, and 
grimly determined that with the right winds, 
they will crash through the 24-hour barrier 
for the 220-mile Sea Harvest race. 

For them the objective is more than to 
win. It is to prove that not only Kaapenaar 
will not sink, but that she can be very fast 
indeed. And to prove that, the structural 
engineering improvements, refinements 
and repairs they have done to the maxi over 
the past six weeks, and the training and 
planning programme they have consistently 
followed for the past eight months, has all 
been worth it. 

Winning the Sea Harvest race is an 
interim objective in a programme which 
began in Johannesburg last June, when the 
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crew of the BMW Sensation entry in the 
1982 Cape to Uruguay race, decided they 
would enter again - only this time they 
wanted line honours ... and they wanted this 
win without the last minute preparations 
which preceded their last entry. 

Examining their options, they came up 
with only Wesbank, Rampant II, and 
Kaapenaar - then well into its second year 
on the hard in Cape Town harbour. At one 
stage they even considered importing an 
overseas maxi! 

Led by Gerhardt Aab, the team flew to 
Cape Town and examined the yacht, 
resolutely ignoring bar talk about her 
leaking keel, under-spec mast, failure to get 
to sea. They liked what they saw, and 
immediately began negotiations with the 
owner and with likely sponsors. 

Back in Johannesburg, they sought (and 
got), the full support of the three Wits 
engineering faculties and the medical 
faculty, selected a preliminary team, 
initiated a planning programme and swung 
into action. 

The team was split into sections with 
specified responsibilities - weather study, 
electronic navigation and instrumentation, 
seamanship and the special techniques of 
maxi-sailing. The team included participants 

. 
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in 10 world championships in 505s, Lasers, 
Fireballs and quarter-tonners, - the Junior 
Worlds in Europa Moths, the last Uruguay 
race and in the 1981 Rothmans Week long 
distance race, which they won. But none of 
them had maxi experience. 

A good part of that initial planning phase 
consisted of a thorough re-assessment of 
Kaapenaar, engineering and computer 
analysis of structure and design (the team 
also includes the university's two top final 
year mechanical engineering students) and 
planning for the repair and completion work 
scheduled for December/ January. 

"We found that there was very little 
wrong with the design of the boat," Gerry 
Aab said. "The major problem with the boat 
was that certain operations had been very 
hurriedly executed in the frantic rush to get 
her ready for the 1982 Uruguay race - and 
then never properly concluded. 

"The keel was one of the major problems, 
and perpetual leaks earned her a reputation 
she did not deserve. There were special 
problems to be overcome because there 
were, in fact, two leak areas - between the 
keel and the space frame supporting it, and 
between the keel and the skin. (See 

• drawing). In places this gap was as wide as 
20 mm, and the keel joint leaked over most 

C 
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of its 8 m length. 
"After a lot of calculation and analysis-and 

days of cleaning out the six different kinds of 
putty, sealer and epoxy - we plugged the 
gaps very tightly with knotted glass-fibre 
rope and sealed the underside with boards 
screwed in to the lead keel and the wooden 
skin. 

"Then we drilled 50 holes in to the keel 
support plate, which is welded on to the 
space frame, and tapped in 50 grease 
nipples. With three men inside the boat and 
three underneath - with one man mixing -
we pumped in 25 litres of Epoxy 311, an 
underwater setting mixture which we used 
because the joint was still damp. The 
mixture was pumped in from top and 
bottom - bottom for volume, and top for 
pressure." 

With the underside sealing boards 
removed, the 311 was ground down and the 
whole joint given a final coating of flexible 
sealer. The whole operation took six hours 
of c~ntinuous work - closely followed by 
showers in thinners and special haircuts 
which made the underside men look very 
moth-eaten indeed! 

But the seal worked, and in spite of really 
rigorous exposure to heavy seas (58 knots 
on one afternoon), not a drop of water has 
come in. (The crew had their doubts just 
once when, after a three-day trial run along 
the Sea Harvest course, they awoke to find 
more than 500 litres of water inside the boat! 
The built-up was so heavy nobody could see 
where it was coming in. After one horrified 
look, Gerry Aab detailed the crew to find the 
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leak - and headed back to bed. It turned 
out that the prop-shaft packing gland bolts 
had worked loose in the heavy beat down 
from Saldanha. They are now very tight 
indeed!) 

Other problems included installing more 
than 70 bolts screwing the space frame to 
the skin, and beefing up the space frame in 
the region of the rudder - there was just 
too much torsional flexibility, and the 
problem was solved by the installation of 
another bulkhead and other stiffening 
members - and freeing up the special drum 
purchases hurriedly, and unsatisfactorily, 
constructed for the babstay, runners and 
checkstays. (See drawing). 

Aab is convinced Kaapenaar is very fast 
indeed, although he concedes "she is a 
handful to handle". The main, at 120 kg, and 
boom at 90 kg, requires seven men to put in 
a reef, although the small fore triangle 
makes foredeck work easy. 

The crew has sorted out the seven mast 
rake, bend and stiffness controls, and have 
calculated very satisfactory safety margins 
in the rig - which transmits its load through 
the space-frame (including fuel tanks 
constructed out of 10 mm aluminium as 
torsional members) to the keel without 
placing load on the very light skin. 

The mast, too, was the subject of much 
speculation - and criticism - around Cape 
Town. More than 30 m long, it is the longest 
aluminium spar manufactured in South 
Africa, and is highly flexible, moving through 
more than 1,5 m at its head under runner, 
and upper and lower checkstay 

adjustments. The mast is pivoted on trunion 
bearings above its foot, so that rake can be 
quickly altered. The three-spreader 
fractional rig supported by imported rod 
rigging makes for specific mast bend in 
racing conditions. 

"The ultra-light displacement -
12 700,6 kgs - means the boat has to be 
kept under power at all times. Miss out on a 
sail change by a few seconds and the waves 
stop her in her tracks," designer Ernst van 
der Laan said. "But nevertheless, we found 
that in a 25-knot wind we could do 12 knots 
on a board reach with just a double reefed 
main up, and on our trial run to Saldanha, in 
a 20-knot wind, we managed 9,5 knots to 
windward with four reefs in the main, the 
No. 4 jib and a storm jib on the jackstay. 
What we have never yet managed to test is a 
good downwind run. But that will come." 

He did quip, though, that on a broad 
reach Kaapenaar brings the apparent wind 
forward so fast, he has to run down below to 
draw a vector diagram! 

Of Voortrekker II, little need be said. She 
is a boat with an established reputation, 
skippered by a world class sailor. So the 
ding-dong battle between Kaapenaar and 
Voortrekker II will be the contest all sailors 
will be watching, with the rest of the 30 
strong fleet (Aab and Martin sincerely hope) 
trailing in their flat, barely noticeable wakes. 

The past two Sea Harvest races have 
been noticeable for their light and variable 
wind conditions. Everybody is hoping the 
Cape Doctor will be making house calls this 
year! 

If the tide turns 
against you ... 

Predicting the whims of nature is almost 
impossible. You never know whether your 
vessel will be becalmed, or buffeted by gale 
force winds. However, no matter what 
happens, you'll feel a lot happier with an IGl 
small craft insurance policy. 

At lGl we specialise in small craft insur
ance. Our policy will cover any eventuality, 
from the greatest to the smallest; from the 
boat to the lboathook. 

We also cover every sort of small craft; 
yacht, power-boat, twin hull or dinghy. And 
we'll cover any place an accident can occur: 
land, water, or between the two. 

And in the unlikely event of a typhoon on the 
Vaal Dam, you'll be pleased to know that 
you' re covered for that, too. 

l&I 
Insurance 

We don't hassle, 
we pay. 

r-------------
IGI LIMITED 
P 0. BOX 8199, JOHANNESBURG 2000. 
Please send me more information 
on Morine Insurance. 

My name and address is 

ZWARTKOPS YACHT CLUB 
THE HISTORY of the club's earlier days 
is very difficult to trace and although it is 
generally accepted that it was founded in 
1884, no documentary evidence appears to 
exist to support this. 

It is, however, known that in 1888 the 
Zwartkops Sailing Club, under the auspices 
of the Zwartkops Boating Association, was 
in exictence and on November 24, 1888 held 
its first regatta for rowing and sailing boats. 
Five sailing boats, Rum-ty-tum, Bon 
Accord, Nellie, Liuely and Felix competed 
for a cup presented by Mr C.V. Alven, 
proprietor of the Beaconsfield Hotel, 
Zwartkops. (This cup known as the Alven 
Cup is still to this day contested for). 

The Eastern Province Heralds records 
the event as follows: 

At ten to four the boats were all at their 
moorings and on the arrival of the Umpire, 
the word go was given and the five boats got 
away together. 

The Nellie took the lead down the long 
reach and rounded the buoy a quarter of a 
mile ahead of Liuely, which was closely 
followed by on Accord. Coming up the long 
reach, the Nellie fell off and there was a dead 
beat home when the race was between the 
Liuely and Bon Accord, but the former little 
craft being well handled won easily by some 
seven minutes. Unfortunately, the Felix 

1884 -
1984 

-Y WARREN SCHMELZER 
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