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The Beginning: 
Built in Dundee on the Firt h of Tay, Scot
land , in 1892 by \V.13. Thompso n & Co. Ltd. 
for Charles Barr ie, and registered + IOOAl at 
Lloyds. Iler charact er isti cs were: 
Type: four-masted steel sai ling vessel 
Dimensions: Lcngt h 3 17' 4" 

Beam 45' O" 
De pth 25' l " 

Tonnage: Gross 2,942.20 tons 
Undcrdcck 2,695.8 to ns 
Nett 2, 748.85 tons 

Rig: Barque, fo ur-masts 

Pbase Two 

Life History - Sailing for Profit: 
Charles Barrie worked Law/iii/ for seven 

years, then in 1899 she was sold to the 
Anglo-American Oil Company who, in turn, 
in 1911 , so ld her to G. Windram & Company 
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Jn South Africa one can still find comparatively young mariners with a 
background of squaresail - and one of the main reasons was our involvement 
with the Lawhill during the war years. Among many who served in her was 
yachtsman Arthur Holgate of schooner J\ntarcs fame and, of course, the 
Captain-superintendent of the SA Nautical Academy General Botha, Captain 
Phillip Nankin . Here C.F. SPENCE, who was a prominent businessman in 
Lourenj:O Marques, describes how she finally met her end after near~y 60 
years of service. 

the last of the 

LAWHILL 

of Liverpoo l for (5,500. Later, in 1914. A.~f. 
Troberg of ~lariehamn purchased her for 
C8,500, and finally in 191 7 she joined the 
tleet of sai ling ships owned by Gustaf Erik
so n, the famous Swede whose ships were all 
registered in Finland. l lowcvcr, from 19 l 7 till 
1919 she remained in Brest, France, when she 
en tered the Australian run, usually outward 
bound tu Australia in ballast, or with a cargo 
of Baltic timber , and home with wheat by 
way of Cape !lorn. 

While operating for the Anglo-American 
Oi l Company in 1904, and on passage from 
Japan to New York with a cargo of matting 
and co pper ore (the former presumably from 
the Far East and the latter from Southern 
Africa), she was damaged in a gale off Mossel 
Bay, losing her miz1cn mast. Arrangements 
\\ere made \\ith Thescn & Company to tow 
her to Cape To\\n with one of their coasters 
loading timber at Knysna. However, the tO\\-

ing cab le parted and she was seen by a 
Union-Castle maiLship head ing eastwards, pre
sumably driven in that direction by the 
\\ esterly gale. The Thesen ship fo llowed her 
and took her in tow again, this time succeed
ing in getting her to Cape Town. where she 
\\'as patched up and later sai led to New York 
as a t h me-masted ba rq uc. 

In New York she received a new minen, 
though the quality of the steel did not rmtch 
up to that of the old Scottish-made mast s. 

Alan Villiers in hi s classic ex positi on of 
the age of sail, Tire Way of a Ship, made 
reference to f,awlzil/, in a chapter about 
Captain Jarvis, genera lly known as Brace
winch Jarvis, one of Britain's most resourceful 
and humane wind-ship skippers. The follow
ing e:-.tract from pages 163 and 164 of hi s 
book gives some indication of Lawlzill's quali
ties as a earner and good sailer: 

SA YACHTING -August 1978 

He wrote: 
ln the big Lawlzill Jarvis had a ship after 

his own hea rt, for she was full of "gadgets". 
She was a clumsy looking ship with a very 
square rig, without royals, and her steel 
topma ts were built in one piece with the 
lower masts. Her topgallant-masts were step
ped abaft t he topmast hea ds, instead of on 
the fore part of them, and this, coupled with 
her rat her squa t rig, gave her a n ungainly 
appeara nce. Her wall sides and not-too-fine 
ends made her look a poor sa iler, too, and her 
big midships superstructure (which was the 
same sort of thing the " P" ships had) further 
spo iled her appearance in the estimation of 
sa iling-ship sai lors. 

Yet she was in fact an excellent ship, a 
good carr ier and a good sa iler, and most 
economical of crew a nd gear. 

Those queerly-placed topga llant masts 
were an American invention whi ch had been 
developed by a Bostonian named Forbes to 
give Mac Kay's Great R epublic double topsails. 
The idea was that t he lower ya rd was su ppo rt
ed from ve ry nea r the topmast head and the 
upper yard , which was su pported by a long 
truss mounted o n a strong parrel, was ho isted 
on the topgallant mast. T his kept the two 
yards well apart, whi ch was an advantage. It 
meant , too , that there was only one yard on 
the topgallant mast, and so it could be sent up 
an d down very easily wit hout sending any 
yards down at au. 

The Lawhill traded a lot to New York, and 
this handiness was of grea t value when she 
was ca lled on to pass under the East River 
bridges. 

Much later, I was in Lawhill myself (it was 
there I first heard of Captain Jarvis), and I can 
give my personal testimony that the queer rig, 
with all the innovations the redoubtab le Jarvis 
introduced, made he r the handiest big ship I 
was ever in or hea rd of. We sa iled her to 
Australia with a crew of l 7 boys. At seven
teen, I was one of her few able sea men. 

Jarvis made bad passages as well as good . 
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In the ancient Cicero he was once 168 days 
from San Francisco to the Oiannel, and he 
once had to wander three times across the 
greater part of the Pacific trying to induce t he 
Lawhill to sa il from Hong Kong m ballast to 

ew York, and took l 76 days to make the 
passage. 

First he ran towards Hawaii, a nd, after 
that some time after - Lawhi/l was among 
the Solomons. Then the so uth-east trade 
forced her on the Australian coast. Out of 
that, she crossed the Tasman Sea and, at last, 
was ab le to run for the Horn. That passage she 
logged 26 000 miles, but there was no scu rvy. 
Jarvis looked after his crew, who consisted on 
that run of nine young Japanese cadets, nine 
British boys, and three Japanese shoemakers 
going to America for experience. All the 
Japanese were excellent sailors, sa id Jarvis. He 
put them in three \\llltches, keeping two 
watches on deck by day and one by night , in 
the Scots fashion. The Lawhill took so long 
because her rigging had been weakened when 
she was on her beam ends in a typhoon before 
reaching Hong Kong, and Jarvis was deter
mined to put things to rights himself. 

He did , but it took some time, and the 
weakened ship could not be sa iled pro perly. 
By the time she \\ll!S on her third crossing of 
t he Pacific, however, she was in first-class 
order. 

1919 Brestto BuenosAires 43days 
1919 Buenos Aires to Aarhus 68 days 
1920 Fredr ikshald to Melbourne 99 days 
1920 Geelong to La PaUice 96 days 
1920 La Pallice to Port Linco ln 78 days 
1921 Bordeaux to Port Lincoln 74 days 
1922 Adelaide to Falmouth 120 days 
1923 Bordeaux to Port Lincoln 90 days 
1924 Bordeaux to Port Lincoln 70 days 
1925/6 lquique to Queenstown 103 days 
1926 Campbelltown to Melbourne 104 days 
1927 Melbo urne to Queenstown 121 days 
1928 Emden to Po rt Lincoln 94 days 
1929 Port Lincoln to Falmouth 130 days 
1930 Wallaroo to Queenstown 122 days 
1930 Rotterdam to Port Lincoln 105 days 
1931 Adelaide to Queenstown 105 days 
1931/2 Helsingor to Port Lincoln 103 days 
1932 Port Victoria to Falmouth 121 day s 
1932/3 Goteborg to Port Lincoln 99 days 
1933 WaLiaroo to Queenstown 121 days 
1933/4 Downs to Po rt Victoria 87 days 
1934 Adelaide to Falmouth 122 days 
l 9'34/5 London to Port Victoria 88 days 
1935 WaLiaroo to Falmouth 124 days 
1936 Port Lincoln to Falmouth 118 days 
1937 Port Lincoln to Falmouth 107 days 
1938 Po rt Victor ia to Falmouth 131 days 
1939 Po rt Lincoln to Fa lmouth 140 days 
1940 Troo n to Montevideo and from Assump-

tio n, SeycheUerna to Auckland 
1941 Po rt Lincoln to Eas t Londo n 68 days 
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From 1920 till 1942 she traded profitably 
for Gustaf Erikson on the Australian run , 
with on ly a few incidents to mar her good 
record, becom ing known in the company as 
" lucky Lawhill''. In 1927, for instance, while 
on passage from Melbourne to Queenstown, 
Ireland, she lost two boats and the charthouse 
off Cape Horn ; on Ju ly 2, 1932, she grounded 
at New Brighton on the run from Port 
Lincoln to Falmouth, but was later floated 
off; and on October 1 the same year she was 
in collision in the Skaggerak with a Polish 
stea mer, sustaining some damage to her bows. 

Details of her voyages for Gustaf Erikson 
arc as under: 

The last stage of her active career was 
under the South African flag . In 1942 she \\ll!S 

in East London with a cargo of jarrah railway 
sleepers from Australia, when Finland was 
invaded by Russia and consequently found 
herself automat ica lly on the side of Germany 
against the Allies. Being now a vessel belong
ing to an enemy co untry, the Lawhil/ was 
taken over by the Sou th African Government 
as a prize-of-wa r and put to work earning her 
keep under the So uth African flag. 

Her master , Captain Arthur Soderland, ~ 
remained on the vessel, with most o f the 
crew, t hese being supplemented by South 

Early last year a Cape Homers' party was held aboard the 
br igantine Romance at Cape Town. From the left top, Sven 
Jorgenson, Lawhil/, Captain Bob Deacon, Passat; Captain Bill 
Storm and Vic Alcock, Lawhi ll, Tony Newton, Passat, Alice 

1 Soderland, Miss Doris Soderland and Captain Nankin, all 
Lawhi ll, Mrs. Pam Erikson, Herzogin Cecil ie, Captain Arthur 
M. Kimberley , Abraham R ydberg, the owner and master of 
Romance. In the foreground is Guenther T. Schulz, Padua. 
His book of drawings Sailing Round Cape Horn is as much 
sought after as is Pam Erikson 's Duchess. Not included in the 
photograph: Joe Brownless, Lawhi//: Captain E.W.H. 
Grapow, Grief and Capta in Jack Netterberg SAN, Parma. 

Photo : David Baker 
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Africans a nd Au~.r(a ]ja\is . 

Her last tri ' ·or the So uth Africa n 
Government W~,37 from Argentina to 
Cape Town wit !Y whea t in 1946. Then 
in Durban Lowhill wa put up for sale 
by the Custo dian of Enemy Pro perty 
and purchased by a syndica te 
co mposed of Mr. Hermann Olthaver of 
Johannesburg and Mr . Th . Wa ker, for 
the sum of £9,000. 

194 7 Under her ne w South African owners, 
she sa ile d from Durban for Argentina 
aga in wi th a ca rgo of coa l for Buenos 
Aires but , not having suffi cient of her 
original crew, the South African 
Government gave permission to engage 
German sa ilors from the internm ent 
camp. On this run Capta in Soderland 
was still master, wit h Lindholme as I st 
mate, Bruno Eri csson as 2nd mate, a nd 
Philip Nankin as 3rd mat e. She return
ed to Cape Town with a cargo of 
whea t, then ba ck up the coast to 
Durban . 

194 7 On her nex t trip she sai led with Cap-
/48 tain Lindholme as master, Bruno Erics

son l st mate , and Philip Nankin as 
2nd mate. She had a contrac t to take 
coal to Aust ra lia and return with 
whea t, but owing to a strike in Syd
ney, the coal o rder was ca ncelled and 
she sa iled from Durban to Lourern<o 
Marques with coas ta l cargo (a trip that 
took on ly 45 ho urs), then from 
Louren<;o Marques to Port Victo ria in 
ballast. There she loaded wheat a nd 
sa iled for Beira, which she reached in 
57 days. From Beira back to Durban 
too k 12 days, by which tim e her masts 
a nd rigg ing were showing signs of 
deteriorat ion. 

1948 In Durban she was laid up for two 
months , and the owners - who had 
lost the profits of the first trip by 
having to sa il in ba llast to Australia on 
the second trip due to the st rike in 
Sydney - decided to se ll her. They 
found a buyer in a Po rtuguese na med 
Da Silva, acting on behalf of an Indian 

------- -...... ,.,.,.,. 
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LAWHILL'S END 
mer c ha nt of Louren<;o Marques, 
Mo<;ambique, Gulumhusscn Gina. An 
Ismai lian Moslem, he was also the 
Mo<;ambique, Gulamhussen Gina. An 
Khan and was genera lly considered to 
be a man of some substance. 

Phase Three 

Her Final Port - Lourern;:o Marques: 
For her new owners she had to be deliver-

ed to Louren<;o Marques, which was carried 
out under Captain Lindho lme as master. Her 
arr iva l in her new port of registration was 
acco mpani ed by consid erab le fa nfare: Gulam
husscn , as representative of the Aga Khan, 
was hardly li kely to let such an event as the 
start of his ma ritime activities go unheralded! 
And indeed he gave it full publicity, wit h a 
grand cocktail party on board to whi ch a ll 
those of a ny import ance were invited. My 

wife a nd I were there in our best bib a nd 
tucker, as was my sa les manager, Francisco da 
Silva and Costa a nd his wife, since we were 
valuab le custo mers of his. 

She looked magnificent a lo ngside the 
wharf, a ll decked out in bunting and looking 
as gay as a garden party . I was perso nall y 
delighted to have the opportunity to exa mine 
such a large windja mm er at close quarters and 
to discuss her activit ies with he r master , 
Capta in Lindho lme. 

Mr. and Mrs. Spence with Captain Lindholme 
during t he last social occasion on board 
Lawhi// before she was laid up in L.M . 

This gay party was unfortunately her last 
sign of life. Aftc that she went into a decline 
and never again saw the open sea. She was 
exam ined by Captain R.M . de Greyter , 
Ll oyds' Surveyor, on her arrival with a view 
to putting her back into class, but he found 

LOUREN~O MARQUES, 
now Maputo, as it was when 

Lawhill, ended her days as 
scrap for Japan 
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her to be in such a badly run-down state that 
in his o pinion it would not have been an 
economical propos ition to bring her back to 
top class sta ndard . 

He suggested , therefore to Gu lamhussen 
that, as she wa s then under the Portuguese 
flag, applica tion sho uld be made to t he 
Portuguese Maritime Department for them to 
grant her a cert ificate of seaworthi ness, so 
that the vesse l could trade. Their require
ments, however , also made it an uneco no
mical proposition and, consequently, nothing 
fur ther was done, tho ugh attempts were made 
to recru it a Portuguese crew. 

Soon after the party, officers a nd crew 
de parted, and Lowhill was tak en from the 
wharf to an a n horage off the timber ya rds, 
and left there pe nding a dec ision o n her 
future. 

She- was still there in 1951 when 1 boarded 
her on Sunda y afternoo n while sa iling, to 
have a loo k a t her at closer quart ers. 1 was 
unwise enough to accept a dr ink of water 
from the native watchman on board , a nd ten 
days later I fou nd myself in bed with typhoid, 
presumably from co ntaminated water. 

Lowhil/ remained at thi s anchorage fo r a 
few years, a nd was then towed by the port 
authorities up the river to the confluence of 
the Tembe, Umbeluzi, and Matola rivers, 
whe re she remain ed a de relict, only her tall 
masts visible from Lourenr;:o Marques ac ross 
the Mangrove SW'd mps. 

Phase Fo ur: 

Game till the Encl As sc rap on the Ca te mbe 
Beach: 

That was the last that 1 saw of the ship, 
apart fro m the occasional sa iling trips up the 
river to look at her, till a man named Coelho 
ca lled on me in my o ffi ce on bus iness. He to ld 
me he had bought the hulk - presumably for 
a so ng - to brea k up fo r scrap, and so far had 
removed on ly o ne steel ma t. He had decided 
to give it up, as she was so fa r from the wharf 
that the costs of tra nspo rting the iron scra p 
such a long dis ta nee by barge using tug 
to wage was so high t hat it mad e the who le 
operation uneco nom ic. 

Nothing more was hea rd of her, till one 
mornin g the Lawhill hulk appeared o n the 
Ca te mbe shore at the point opposite the 
wharf, near what used to be a naval arsenal. 

That a rea was genera lly known as 'the 
graveya rd ', where ships in the ear ly days were 
dumped when their usefu l da ys were over. 
After the war, wit h a heavy demand for scra p 
i.ron and ot he r metals, those ships at that 
point were all cut up for scrap, so the beach, 
when the Lawhi/I hul k a ppeared o n it , was 
free of other impediments. It was a natural 
spot for dumping hulks, as it was right at the 
narrowest part where the channel was a t its 
deepest, against a bank where, at hi gh springs, 
vessels could float from t he channel on to this 
flat bank and be aba ndoned without affecting 
ships' movements in the channel. 

This did not a pply, however, to a hulk the 
size of the Lawhill whi ch was too large to be 
igno red. 

In due co urse, however, it was cut up and 
the beach cleared once aga in, but I often 
wondered how it had made the jo urney fro m 
the Tembe river to the Catembe beach with
out anyone a pparently hav ing seen it ha ppen. 
I discovered the answer one day when chat
ting to Werner van Alvens leben (Baron to 
give him his fu ll title) as he had recently been 
engaged in ship-breaking and used to ex po rt 
his sc rap through o ne of o ur com panies, 
Spence & Faure, spec iali sts in ex port s of a ll 
types. 

Apart from ship-brea king Werner van 
Alvensleben wa s a lso a professional hunter 
and kno wn to t he Africans througho ut south
ern Mor;:a mbique as Mujonjonjo (t he Tall 
One) . During the off seaso n, when hunting 
was not permitt ed, he used to occupy himself 
breaking up ships and dismantling aba ndo ned 
facto ries with a view to ex port ing the scrap. 
He also traded in colonia l products. 

From him 1 got the fu ll sto ry, whi ch I give 
below in his own wo rds. 54 

"As Coelho didn't know what to do wit h Iii.. 
the ship, I sa id I would cut it up and sell the ,.. 

SA YACHTING - August 1978 
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scrap for him in Japan. I had obtained prices 
from Japan and reckoned I could make 
sufficient on it to pay Coelho what he had 
outlaid plus a smaJl profit, and sti ll leave me 
with an adequate profit as well. 

First of all, however, I had to go to see the 
Port Capta in, but I was not received at all well 
when I broached the subject of the Lowhil/, as 
he had had so much trouble over her with 
both Gulamhussen and Coelho. He didn't 
even ask me to sit down, so I just sat down 
without being invited. I said I had bought the 
vessel from Coelho and proposed to bea ch her 
at Catembe for cutting up, so could he let me 
have two tugs to tow her into po ition and 
beach her at the top of the tide? Naturally I 
wou ld pay for their hire, I said. 

"Definitely not ," he rep lied. " Lf you want 
to cut her up you can do it where she lies up 
the river above Matola." 

This, I sa id was quite impossible, so he 
suggested, somewhat cynically, that if I want
ed to move her I might try the system used by 
the sailing pioneers of old - the crab system. 

Naturally, as a landlubber, I could not be 
expected to know this, so he took out a piece 
of paper and drew on it a ship with six points 
round it. Each point represented an anchor, 
and each one required a crab winch, so six 
crab winches would be needed. The idea was 
to pick up one anchor, drop it farther on, 
then winch up to it, followed in turn by a ll 
the others, one by on e. 

Anyway I took the paper with its drawing, 
put it in my pocket and left. 

At least it had given me an idea, so I 
contacted an African ca lled Sullivan whom I 
had known for many years, and who had 
worked in the port of Louren\:O Marques and 
on ships, so was quite knowledgeable about 
the handling of boats. Between us we worked 
out a plan, co llected a gang of Africans, a 
rowin g boat , and oxy-accty lene cutting gea r. 

I knew the highest tide of the year was 
due in a week's time, which gave us ample 
time to make our preparat ions. 

We put up a winch on the Catembe shore, 
at the narrowest point of the channel o ppo
site the wharf, and organised a supply o f thick 
sisal rope. We divided o urse lves into two 
parties, one with the rowing boat ba sed on 
Catcmbe under Sullivan, the others under me 
on board the Lawhil/, and equipped with 
ropes, anot her winch, and the oxy-acetylene 

cutting equipment. 
She was riding to two ancho rs in the 

channel when we boarded her at the top of 
the tide. We cut the anchor chains as the tide 
changed - and sta rted off on ou r voyage 
down the channel towards the wharf and the 
Catembe bottle-neck , where Sullivan an d his 
crew awaited us. We had no mea ns of stee r
age, and the only propulsion came from the 
fast-flowing tide. We were in the hands of 
fate, and could only wait and watch, hoping 
that the chan nel was clea r and tha t we would 
hit no obstructions. On the Catembe side, my 
wife Bibla - so she told me later - was 
kneeling on the shore praying that everyt hing 
would go right. If it didn ' t , she knew her 
husband would be offered free boa rd and 
lodging by the government - in gaol - and 
she didn 't fancy him as a gaol bird! 

As Catembe po int came into view, I 
strained my eyes loo king for Sullivan with hi s 
bo at and eight men and for a signal from his 
torch. There were only two torches, he had 
o ne and I the other but we co uld use them 
on ly circumspectly, so it was with a great 
sense of relief that I saw the outlines of hi s 
boat as they rowed out of the darkness a nd 
came alongside. In the light of the torches we 
threw down to sisa l ropes, each with one end 
secured to a bollard in the bow of the 
Lowhill. 

With the free ends in the hands o f Sullivan 
they rowed flat out toward s the shore -
acco mpanied by my prayers that they wo uld 
reach it and secure the ropes befo re we 
drifted too far. 

As the ropes ta utened and the bows swung 
into the outgoing current , 1 breathed a sigh of 
relief; Sullivan had made it in time. He had 
managed to secure one rope round a huge 
blucgum tree we had selected for thi s purpose 
and the other to a crab winch 1 had mounted 
on the beach. 

Had he not reached the gum tree in time, 
and the rope no t been long enough, then 
Lawhil/, the eight Africa ns a nd I would have 
been on our way to the Indian Ocean - and 
then the re would have been lots of trouble ! 
But our luck he ld - and so did the ro pes! 

Using the two winches, one on the shore 
and one on boa rd , we gradually brought 
Lowhill alongside and on to the bea ch. There 
wa s still enough depth of water to get her 
close against the shore, so that , as the tide 
receded farther, Lawhil/ lay clea r o n the 
beach, paralle l to the shore and ready for the 
last phase of he r adventurous life - cutting up 
and removal as scra p. We had succeeded in 
what we had set out to acco mplish! 

It was still ea rl y in the morning when we 
started back, wa lking along the beach as far as 
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the Catcmbe jetty, where we boarded the 
next fer ry to take us across to Louren\:o 
Marques. Being still ea rl y Bibla went home, 
while I took a ll my men to the marke t place, 
where there is an a ll-night cafe serving meals, 
wine and coffee. We were sea ted there cele
brating ou r success, when a man from the 
Capitania came up to me in a great state of 
agitation to say that the Port Captain wanted 
to see me in1mediatcly in hi s office. 

I was ex pectin g to be called, of course, 
though perha ps not quite so soo n. 

Anyway, I went along with him and 
learnt , as we went, that the messenger appar
ently disliked the Port Captain, and was 
rather enjoying the whole thing. He told me 
the Port Captain had arrived ea rly at his 
office, when so meo ne ca lled in to say that the 
Law/till was on the Catembc beach and could 
be seen clearly from his office. As she had 
been anchored up the river a bove Matola 
when he had retired to bed the previou s 
evening, someone must have shifted her - and 
to his mind no one but I could have played 
such a dirty tri ck on him. 

As I walked into his office, he sa t there, to 
all appearances having an apoplectic fit. 

He seemed to have lost his voice. He didn 't 
offe r me a scat, so I sat down uninvited a nd 
waited for him to recover hi s voice. When he 
eventually did find it, he shouted at me, 
" What have you done? " 

I replied that I had done nothing but what 
he had suggested I shou ld do. I pulled o ut the 
piece of paper, which I had kept o n me for 
just thi s purpose, and sa id, "Look, yo u drew 
thi s yo urself, so I worked o n it, but this cra b 
business misfired, and yo ur sys tem doesn' t 
wo rk , I pulled up one of the a nchors, the n I 
let it do wn again and pulled up another, only 
to find that all the ropes snapped and she 
moved off with the tide down the channel. 

" I sec she's on the Catcmbc beach now, so 
presumably the wind must have pu shed her 
the re, but I ca n't be sure as I'm no t a sa ilor , 
I'm a hunter. " 

Of co urse he didn 't believe a word of what 
I sa id. He was absolutely furio us and to ld me 
that the o nly thing to be don~ now was to put 
me in priso n unless I could a rrange a bank 
guaran tee of £2 OOO, certi fy ing that I would 
cut up the vessel a nd not leave a trace of her 
on the - beach, not eve n one kilo of stee l 
vi sible. 

I asked him to put this in writing to enable 
me to approach the bank. Thi s he did, so 
from there I went to Barclays Bank, whose 
manage r, Harley Blair, was a fine type a nd 
well known to me. He thought it a hell o f a 
fine joke, and said I needn ' t worry , they 
would fix it, provided I could assure him that 
1 cou ld recover at least that sum (C2 000) 
fro m the sa le of the scrap. 

The guarantee was duly given, an d the 
vesse l cut up by me and sold as scra p to 
Japan. 

However, there remained one more prob
lem. The Po rt Captain had stipulated that I 
sho uld leave nothing on the beach, but I 
fo und the Lawhill's keel was ballasted with 
co ncrete, and the o nly way to remove that 
was by blasting - an operation abso lutely 
prohibited within the po rt area. Still , I did 
have the writte n instructions to leave no thing, 
so I obtained the necessary ex plos ives, drilled 
ho les in the concrete bottom, plugged them, 
and at midnight o ne night, I blew up the lot . 

Nothing was a id o ffi cially, so the re the 
matter died. 

There was, however, a react io n in ano ther 
direct io n that was entirely unex pected. 
Anchored in the strea m nea r by wa s a Greek 
cargo stea mer awaiting an empty berth. The 
ca ptain of thi s vessel had been in Crete a t the 
time o f the German invasion , and had been 
nervously affected by the bombardment, so, 
when the Lawhill keel ex ploded a nd rained 
bits of co ncrete o n hi s deck, he was convinced 
anothe r sim ilar attack had take n place. He 
fainted and had to be taken ashore to hospital 
with nervous prostration! Apart from that , 
there was no further co mment and the inci
dent was finally closed. 

So ended the saga of Lowhill - an exci t ing 
climax to an adventuro us li fe . • 
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Let's hope you never need to use your Avon 
Liferaft , but if you do, remember that Maurice and 
Maralyn Bailey survived for 117 days in the Pacific 
aboard theirs. 

Proof positive that you should trust Avon 
quality to keep you safe at sea . 

For full details contact : 
N.M. MARSH & FREW (Pty) Ltd. 
P.O. Box 61748, Marshalltown. 2107. 
Telephone : (Oll) 23-5918. 
Cape Town : CENTRAL BOATING 
81 Bree Street. Phone 43-6546/22-7449. 

FOR 
SALE 

Cruising/Racing Yacht 35 ft. Beautifully fini shed by 
master craftsmen. Lying at Valetta, Malta. Built 1975 to 
Miller and Whitworth design. ALI safety equipment, 
including six man life raft. Six berths. 
British Proctor Aluminium mast. Aluminium spars. Very 
extensive sail wardrobe by top British sailmakers. Linked 
Barlow winches. 
Volvo MD 2 hydraulic drive, diesel engine. Inventory to 
world racing and cruising standards. Edson wheel steer
ing. S.S.B. and V.H.F. radio telephones, R.D.F., Echo 
Sounder, Brookes and Gatehouse navigational instru
mentation. Experienced skipper retained; other crew 
available. 
Terms may be arranged. 
Telephone Durban 415971 (Business) 

215632 (Home) 
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117 DAYS AT SEA 
Prepare for the ultimate 
emergency with ... 

AVeN 
liferafts 

THETA 26 
CRUISER RACER 

N 

Standing headroom, 5 berths, TH ETA 21 
2 cabins. Price from R 1 925 I MIN ITO N 
kit form to R7 665 complete.-......... F b th our er 

Complete R3 700 

WE HAVE NOW BUILT 
OVER 300 BOATS 

55 

Archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications. 
www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za




