
ARTHUR 
HOLGATE'S 

EPIC VOYAGE 
By BRENDAN BOYLE 

Forty days after he slipped quietly 
out of Hout Bay, Arthur Holgate com
pleted an epic single-handed voyage in 
the biggest yacht ever built in South 
Africa --:-the 80 ton An tares. 
. He slipped as quietly into the 

British Virgin Islands as he slipped out 
of Hout Bay on September 12, com
pleting the 5 900 mile voyage on his 
giant gaff schooner - alone. 

Had it been anyone but 44-year-old 
Arthur who skippered that massive 
craft with her traditional, winchless 
gaff rig, I would have predicted a 
prompt return. But he is not a man to 
lightly undertake something he may 
not be able to finish. 

He knows the sea aRd he knows his 
craft. His experience goes · back to 
square riggers more than 30 years ago 
and he has seen the sea in most of her 
moods. · 

An tares is a lot of boat and her 
only winch is an electric anchor winch. 
But he knows his boat thoroughly -
and knows what she is capable of 
because he designed her himself. 

hjm to do the things he is doing right 
now. 
He left without fanfare or publicity. In 
fact it is said that he walked out of a 
Hout Bay restaurant with a friend 
after supper and remarked that the 
weather was perfect for a westward 
departure. With a casual cheerio, he 
left - westwards for the Virgin Islands 
and the famous charter grounds where 
An tares is likely to earn up to R 1 000 
a day. 

He took no transmitting radio and 
he said he would pass St. Hele_na only • 
as a navigational check. 

For the record, Arthur is a bachelor 
though not a hermit. He is not a big 
man though he is patently tough. He 
speaks softly even in crises and does 
not use gestures. His hair is short, his 
eyes are blue and he smiles easily 
though he seldom laughs. 

He is no stuntman. He is a profes-· 
sional seaman with a professional 
approach to the sea. It is tl1is which, 
he claims, has earned him the repu ta
tion of being a difficult man to sail 
with. 

SPECIAL FEATURE 

l 

His practical manner was typified 
by the way he launched himself in 
business. He went whaJing down 
south and used the money he earned 
to buy a truck. With this he started a 
transport company, which now allows 

And it is just because of this repu
tation that he chose to sail alone. It is 
easier to sail aJone tl1an with someone 
you do not know and trust implicitly. 

The 80-ton schooner Antares, is the largest sailing vessel built in this country. Arthur started building 
her in 1971 and four years later, she's chartering in the West Indies. 

This is where your 
winning sails 

are made. 

DECEMBER 1975 

This is the Elvstrom Sails loft in Durban where your winning 
sails are made. Come in and see foe yourself the care and 
expertise we put into a suit of sails. 

ELVSTROM SAILS 
6 MILNE ST., DURBAN, 4001, TEL 28518 

also at 47 Rivonia Road, Sandton, Transvaal. 

Antares was launched and rigged on the same_ day. Here Arthur Holgate rigs the 
main topmast with a helper. 
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