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HORNS BLARED flares blazed and 
champagne corks flew in the air as French
man Philippe Poupon sailed his 60 ft tri
maran Fleury Michon across the Brenton 
Tower finish line just before dusk on 
Monday, June 18, at the end of a record 
breaking single handed Atlantic crossing 
from Plymouth, England. 

For the hundreds of spectators out in 
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boats and lining the cliffs arond Newport 
harbour, this was the winner of the 7th 
Observer/Europe 1 Single-handed Trans
Atlantic race and the Frenchman savoured 
every moment, spraying press and friends 
with champagne on arrival at the Goat 
Island marina. 

It was a very different scene when Yvon 
Fauconnier sailed his53 ft trimaran Umupro 
Jardin V over the line 10 hours later. The 
dockside now shrouded in fog was deserted 
with no party of wellwishers there to 

welcome this 9th finisher. Yet within 
minutes of his arrival, the 40 year old 
Parisian had been declared the winner after 
being awarded a 16 hour time allowance for 
rescuing fellow Frenchman Philippe Jeantot 
after his catamaran had capsized. 

In all the excitement, no-one had told 
Poupon that he may not be the winner and 
when he awoke the next morning it was a 
bitter sweet pill to take. 

"I did everything I could to win and 
worked hard for it," the fatigued solo sailor 

said at a press conference called to 
announce the decision, adding, "it was very 
hard, very difficult to lose the race. I have a 
lot of respect for Yvon and for what he did, 
but it is really best to win the race. I passed 
the finish line first and I think I won the 
r'ace." With that, he sat down, put his head 
in his hand and broke down. The moment 
was too much for him, and the new record 
he had set for the voyage of 16 days 11 hours 
55 minutes was poor consolation. 

Fausconnier and Jeantot had been at the 
front of the fleet when Credit Agricole cap
sized in 12 knots of wind at 06.00 GMT five 
days after the start. The first thing Yvon 
knew of his friend's predicament was when 
he sighted something white in the water on 
the horizon. At first, he thought it was a 
whale, but then recognised a figure 
standing on top. He immediatly changed 
course to find the figure of Jeantot, then 
radioed the French sponsor Europe 1 who 
advised him to pick up his French colleague 
and continue in the race to Newport. 

But Jeantot refused to leave his multihull 
which was thought to be undamaged, and 
called instead for outside assistance to help 
him right the 60 ft craft. It was a situation 
Fauconnier had every sympathy with, for 
he, too, had capsized before, and had felt 
extremely bad about abandoning his boat, 
so he took Jeantot aboard and stood by the 
upturned craft overnight while a team of 
divers prepared to fly out by helicopter to 
help salvage her. 

By the following morning, the weather 
was still calm so the two agreed that it 
would be safe enough for Jeantot, who won 
the BOC single-handed round the world 
race last year, to go back on his catamaran 
to await the arrival of his salvage team, 
leaving Fourconnier to continue the race. 

The drama held the Frenchman up for 16 
hours, but within days, he was back up with 
the leading bunch after other front runners 
fell by the wayside. 

The most notable of these was Jet 
Services, the 60 ft catamaran sailed by 
fellow Frenchman Patrick Morvan, which 
had earlier set a new west/ east trans
Atlantic record .of just eight days 16 hours 
and 33 minutes. This Class 1 entry had 

pulled out a 125 mile lead over its nearest 
competitors only to run over a tree trunk 
two days after Credit Agricole's capsize. 
Morvan was rescued four hours after 
transmitting a May Day messag,~ by the 
British cargo ship Sonia M, but the yacht 
had to be abandoned. 

The lead was then taken up by Gilles 
Gahinet's maxi sized trimaran 33: Export, 
but he, too, soon ran into trouble, first with a 
cracked mast, then a leak in one hiull after a 
collision which forced the Frenchman to 
turn back for France. 

This left the waters free for British sailor 
Peter Phillips aboard the 60 ft Shu1ttleworth 
designed trimaran Trauacrest Seaway, to 
make the front running. The former police
man soon extended his lead to more than 
100 miles over Marc Pajot's radiical wing 
masted catamaran Elf Aquitaine, Philippe 
Poupon aboard Fleury Michon, another 
Shuttleworth design, and Eric Tabarly's foil 
borne triamaran Paul Ricard in the 30-35 
knot headwinds that prevailed. 

Five hundred miles from the Newport 
finish line, Philippe Poupon finally wore 
down Phillips' lead as the winds lightened, 
and the Englishman was slowed by gear and 

1 25 Umupro Jardin Yvon Fauconnler Fr 53· 1r I 
2 12 Fleury Michon Philippe Poupon Fr 60' 1r I 
3 7 Elf Aqultalne Marc Pajot Fr 60' C I 
4 114 Paul Ricard Eric Taberly Fr 60' ·r I 
5 999 Travacrest Seaway Peter Phillips Br 60' ·r I 
6 90 Nantes Daniel Gllard Fr 60' 'r I 
7 421 Region Centres Olivier MouHy Fr 45' ,r II 
8 119 L'Alglon Bruno Peyron Fr 60' C I 
9 F27 Ker Cadelac Francois Boucher Fr so· 1r I 

10 64 Thursday's Child Warren Luhrs us 60' 1111 I 
11 23 Ker Marine Vincent Levy Fr 50' 7r I 
12 SAS Mainstay Voortrekker John Martin S.A. 60' 1111 I 
13 777 LeHlve Saint-Marc Denis Gliksman -fr 50• 1r I 
14 24 Destination St. Croix Jack Petlth us 38' 1r Ill 
15 164 Cote Basque Didier Munduteguy Fr 45' 1r II 

sail damage. "First my me,dium genoa split 
right across and then my furling gear 
jammed, and it was while I was repairing it 
that I saw Poupon pass me by," Phillips told 
me on arrival at Newport. 

He was to be overtaken by two more 
competitors before the finish, first by Marc 
Pajot's Elf Aquitaine which went on to close 
within 23 minutes of Fleury Michon by the 
finish, and then Eric Tabarly's Paul Ricard. 

It was as Tabarly drew within sight of 
T rauacrest Seaway in the light airs that pre
vailed at the time, that Phillips fell overboard 
after missing his footing while attempting to 
set his spinnaker. Thankfully, the big multi
hull was almost becalmed and he was able to 
clamber back on board over the stern, little 
the worse for wear. 

All told, 13 competitors beat Phil Weld's 
17 day 23 hour record for the 3 000 mile 
voyage set in the last race four years ago; 
the most significant perhaps being the 10th 
place of the 60 ft Paul Lindenburg designed 
monohull Thursday's Child sailed by 
American Warren Luhrs which finished 
within 11 hours of Poupon's time. 

Before the start, the 92 competitors were 
warned of more than 1200 iceberg sightings 
drifting as far south as 42,30 degrees north, 
a hundred times more than the normal 
number, but as it turned out, whales proved 
the greatest threat to these solo sailors. 

British sailor David Duncombe was the 
first to run into one of the mammals during 
the first week at sea as the fluke of its tail 
tore the radar from its fastening on his 29 ft 
monohull Go Kart which then made a hole 
in the deck. The 42 year old teacher then 
returned to Plymouth and retired. 

Schools were most noticable once 
competitors had crossed the 60 degree west 
longitude during their final week at sea, and 
a number of minor collisions were reported. 

Class III winner Luis T onizzo sailing the 
American yacht City of S/idell said on arrival 
at Ney.,port that he sighted whales close by 
every day during this last five days at sea, 
and, sailing right over one, it lifted his 31 ft 
monohull right out of the water. 'I was very 
lucky that it didn't touch the rudder, other
wise it would have broken off; he said with 
obvious relief on stepping ashore. 

1 June 19 0535 16 06 25* 
2 June 181905 16 12 25** 
3 June 181928 16 12 48** 
4 June 18 2131 16 14 21 
5 June 19 0033 16 17 23 
6 June 19 0101 16 17 51 
1 June 19 0136 16 18 56** 
7 June 19 0301 16 20 21** 
8 June 19 0428 16 21 48** 
9 June 19 0537 16 22 27 

10 June 191108 17 04 28** 
11 June 20 0512 17 22 02 
12 June 20 0457 17 22 17** 
1 June 20 1619 18 12 33*** 
2 June 20 1841 18 13 31**** 

* Corrected time Includes 16 hours allowance for standing by Phillippe Jeantot after his capsize Jun 7. 
** Corrected time Includes 30 minutes penalty for not correctly cr-oHlng the starting line. 

*** Corrected time Includes 30 minutes line penalty and ,65% of ehIpsed time for late arrival In Plymouth. 
**** Corrected time Includes, ,35% of elapsed time for late arrival In Plymouth. 

Corrected time Includes ,8% of elapsed time for late arrival In Plymouth. 
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MAINSTAY VOORTREKKER 
VERSUS 

THURSDAY'S CHILD 
By Barry Pickthal 

WE KNEW it would be a head-to-head 
battle from the outset. On the one hand was 
John Martin's 60 ft Mainstay Voortrekker, a 
well-proven Lavranos design, purpose built 
to win monohull honours in this year's 
singlehanded trans-Atlantic race. She had 
already proved herself by winning similar 
line honours in the '82 Round Britain Race 
under the very capable direction of Martin 
and his erstwhile mentor, Bertie Reed, and 
was again the favourite. 

But sitting in another much less con
spicuous corner of Plymouth harbour, was 
Thursday's Child, a radical lightweight 
challenger from America, the same size as 
Voortrekker but displacing less than half the 
South African yacht's 17 ton all-up weight 
that bristled with bright ideas to increase 
boatspeed and simplify sail handling. 

The heavier traditional design was 
expected to excel if the weather was rough 
for much of the 3 000 mile crossing to 
Newport, but which of the two would finish 
victor if conditions were lighter, was any
one's guess. 

Shortly after the start, Thursday's Child 
sailed by the experienced solo sailor Warren 
Luhrs, broke a steering cable which gave 

- . -- . -- 711<1,(.l'/)AY'J C/111..~ 
- - - - - - - M.4t1VJT-'Y VOOA UZl(K~~ 
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Voortrekker an early six hour advantage 
and Martin, making most of the early gales 
that swept across the fleet during the first 
few days, led the monohull fleet out into the 
Atlantic. 

By the latter part of that first week at sea 
however, conditions had moderated and 
Thursday's Child not only began to eat into 
Voortrekker's lead, but began to out
perform the leading multihulls too. By the 
following Saturday, one week out from 
Plymouth, the American yacht had moved 
up from 22nd to 7th overall, ahead of the 
eventual winner Fleury Michon and Eric 
Tabarly's foil borne trimaran Paul Ricard. 
The American Paul Lindenburg design was 
proving to be faster than anyone imagined 
possible, and there was nothing Martin 
could do about it. 

"I first saw Luhrs on the horizon astern 
shortly after dawn five days out from 
Plymouth, and as the day progressed he 
slowly narrowed the distance, sailing past 
me at 3,5 knots to my 2", Martin said on 
arrival in Newpors. "I worked like mad 
steering by hand and trimming the sails to 
get every ounce of speed out of 
Voortrekker, but Luhrs just sailed by doing 
little or nothing to tend the sails with his boat 
on autopilot. All I could suggest was that he 
come alongside for some cheese and wine, 
but he thought that would be against the 
rules, and by dusk he had disappeared over 
the horizon ahead." 

Luhrs finally crossed the Newport finish 
line in 10th place, 11 hours behind the 

Thursday'• Child 
Designer: Paul Lindenburg 
Builder: Hunter Marine - Florida 
Loa: 59,38 ft/18,28m 
Lwl: 52,2 ft/15,9m 
Beam: 14,7 ft/4,48 m 
Displacement: 17,500 16/8 000 kg 
Ballast in keel: 8 000 lb/3 640 kg 
Water balast: 2 tons transfered from one 
side to other when tacking 
Sail area: 
Mainsail: 1 000 sq ft/90 sq m 
Jib: 388 sq ft/35 sq m 
Spinnaker: 2 860 sq ft/260 sq m 
Double head running sails: 750 sq ft/70 sq m 

.. 

record-breaking line honours winning 
trimaran, Fleury Michon sailed by Philippe 
Poupon. It was an incredible performance, 
for the American had reduced the leading 
margin from 250 miles when he replaced the 
broken steering cable, to 96 miles at the 
finish, despite the fact that his Kevlar jib had 
split in half during the first week, forcing him 
to finish the voyage with a running headsail 
set. 

Mainstay Voortrekker crossed the line 23 
hours later to take 12th place overall, and 
become the second monohull home. It was 
still a remarkable achievement, for Martin's 
elapsed time of 17 days 22 hours 02 minutes, 
would have been enough to win the previous 
race four years ago in record-breaking time. 

It had not been all plain sailing either, for 
he arrived in Newport almost exhausted 
having gone without sleep for the last 48 
hours after all his self,steering systems had 
packed up. 

"This is a heavy powerful boat, and I 
realise now that we need to fit custom-built 
self-steering gear to cope with the loadings," 
Martin said, after explaining how the strain 
became too much, first for the Flemming 
wind vane self-steering mounted on the 
stern, and then the Autohelm and Neco 
backup electronic autopilots. 

During an early gale, Voortrekker's 
Windex and annemometer disappeared 

Voortrekker II 
Designer: Angelo Lavranos 
Builder: Naval Dockyard, Simonstown 
Loa: 59,11 ft/18,26 m 
Lwl: 54 ft/16,46 m 
Beam: 14,8 ft/4,5 m 
Displacement: 14/500 kg 
Ballast in Keel: 8 300 kg 
Sail Area: 
Mainsail: 635 sq. ft/59 sq. m 
Geona: l 260 sq. ft/117 sq. m 
Spinnaker: 2 415 sq. ft/224 sq. m 

from the masthead which left Martin with 
little idea of the exact wind speeds. Later, 
the yacht hit something under the water, 
perhaps a whale, which broke off the log 
impeller, causing a continuous leak. This 
flooded the regulator controlling the solar 
cells and, this problem, coupled with a dead 
battery cell and faulty starter solinoid, left 
him with very limited power. 

The boat that beat Voortreklrnr 
There is no doubt that Thursday's Child 
represents a significant step forward in 
shorthanded monohull design which will 
doubtless give competitors entering the 
next year's Two man Round Britain Race 
and the BOC Single-handed Round the 
world race in 1986 plenty of food for 
thought. 

The fractionally rigged 60 footer designed 
by Paul Lindenburg displaces just 17 500 lb 
which is less than half the all-up WE!ight of 
Voortrekker and 6 000 lb less even than the 
34 ft Sayula in which Robin Knox-Johnston 
first circled the world alone non-stop in 
1969. Built of a Kevlar/aramid fibre 
sandwich, the hull which has four 
interconnected water ballast tanks either 
side to aid stability, is stiffened with a,n alloy 
internal space frame designed 611 Lars 
Bergstrom who was also responsible for her 
rig. 

Starting at the stern, the yacht's rudder is 

hinged at its head to a tubular frame which 
allows it to pivot on a transverse axis to 
maintain maximum rudder depth and limit 
the chance of broaching when the yacht is 
heeled. For self-steering, Luhrs relied on an 
Autohelm 6000 electronic autopilot to steer 
the yacht, together with five spare course 
monitors which were all brought into play 
before the finish to drive a 2000 ram linked 
to the tiller beneath the cockpit sole. 

Below decks, the galley and navigatorium 
sighted amidships, pivots like the rudder to 
offset the yacht's angle of heel, and is 
adjusted simply by winding a winch that 
controls the gearing. Also special, is the 
navigator's seat, a purpose-made FRP 
moulding which is not only extremely com
fortable, but has recesses in the arms to 
house hand bearing compass, calculator 
and navigation instruments. 

The somewhat radical rig is equally well 
thought out. Bergstrom decided that a short 
overlap Kevlar jib with a wind range 
between 0-50 knots would be both easier to 
handle and more efficient than sails with a 
larger overlap that have to be changed as 
the wind increased or set on furling gear. 
Reefing, therefore, is achieved by reducing 
mainsail area which can be slab reefed from 
the cockpit. 

Surprisingly, Pethops, Bergstrom 
dispensed with the idea of a backstay to 
support the pencil-thin mast and relied 
instead on long swept-back spreaders, 
together with two compression struts which 
support the lower sections of the spar in the 
event of the spinnaker pole digging into the 
water. Bergstrom believes this is strong 
enough to support the sport, though 
runners have been fitted , but only as a pre
caution to be brought into play in strong 
conditions. 

The most original thinking however is 
reflected by the yacht's lightweight boom 
which is supported by a veritable cat's 
cradle of diamond stays designed to 
transmit a maximum 7 ton loading from the 
hydraulic vang the full length of the 24 ft 
boom. The vang, which is attached to a deck 
running on a radiused track around the 
mast, offers greater control over the 
mainsail leech than can be achieved with the 
mainsheet which in the case of Thursday's 
Child is a simple three-part purchase that 
merely controls the angle of the sail. To limit 
the chance of sheets snagging on the stays, 
the wires are fitted with plastic rollers. 

"But don't write Voortrekker off yet," 
John Martin said in Newport. "Some people 
will doubtless think about building a new 
boat along these lines for the next BOC race 
at a cost of R750 000, but I think we can 
successfully modify my boat and make her 
just as competitive. 

"Angelo Lavranos has already been on 
the phone here suggesting ways of reducing 
displacement and the addition of water 
ballast tanks. We will also have to change 
the rudder for a design that is better 
balanced and design a custom-built self
steering system to cope with the tremen
dous stresses. There is a lot of work to do, 
but we will have it ready for the Round 
Britain race next year and see how she goes 
against Thursday's Child then," he said with 
obvious relish. 
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