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HOBIE NATIONALS 
If one sat on the grass hill called 'the Bluff' 
above Durban Bay between June 30 and July 
5, one could spy down over one hundred 
multi-coloured sails shifting quietly back 
and forth over the smooth, warm Durban 
waters. 

As at most Robie Cat nationals the 
travellers put it together and arrive from all 
sorts of dusty corners of South Africa. 

Bonamanzi Sailing Club, PEBYC, Camps 
Bay City Rollers, Fishoek Movers, Harte
beesport Horrors, they are all there. 

Port Bias, 20 knots from the South West, 
a start line at least a third of a mile long, 
with Paarman reaching back and forth, a 
bone in teeth, and rearing to go. 

BANG! General recall. Adrenalin counts 
rise whilst calories haul in on miles of 

T. Viljoen; D. Gove and P. Swales on th& 

run In the tight airs that prevailed during 

the regatta. I 
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mainsheet which are suddenly left to fly as 
the 25 knot gusts hit. Robie Weather. 

BANG! Ten boats cross on port ahead of 
the rest of the fleet. One triangle later the N 
over X is noticed and it's back to the line 
boys. 

BANG! Race One of the series is finally 
under way with ten boats dipping behind the 
starboarders on the line. Paarman into the 
lead streaking away towards the shark nets. 

TARGET, the Virgin Island, venue of the 
next Worlds. 

Pressures on. Mouth dry as the Sahara 
Desert. The first 16's tear around the 
weather mark off orito a reach which fills a 
wetsuit with high pressure water, and blows 
the wax from your ears. 

Gybe into what appears to be 100 foot 
swells and reach off to the leeward mark. 

by BLUE FUNK 

The .Colliers 'whoosh' and then pitchpole, 
Dodds loses his trapeze harness whilst 

Whitehead bores his way from the tens to 
wards the front. Paarman is still in tl).e lead. 
Down to the leeward mark where pushing· 
out onto trapeze is an achievement against 
the natural G-forces trying to fling you over 
the transom. 

Second Beat. A shoal of flying fishbreak 
surface under the 'Dolphin Striker' and 
skitter off for a few seconds. Locusts! shouts 
the crew from Bloemfontein... and almost 
gets shoved overboard. 

After a few more rounds Paarman takes 
the gun, follwed by Whitehead and Hancox. 

The 14's had a lay day. 
Day two dawns and by popular vote is 

declared National Bridge Disaster Day. A 
3-5 knot southerly and 70 over anxious 

16's cause a general recall, or is it a single 
recall. Depends on whether you believe the 
flag flying on the bridge or a rescue boat 
shouting at you. Six boats go tearing off to a 
single recall flag, with the rest returning to 
two guns for a general recall. Five minutes 
after the 16's recalled start, the 14's start 
appeared five minutes early. Question 
marks and protest flags fluttered in the 
Breeze during a confused race. 

Back for the afternoon race in a 3-5 knot 
Southerly with a big swell running. Dodds 
and Collier fight for the lead, with Collier 
faster off the. wind and Dodds faster 
upwind. With the finish to windward, 
Dodds takes the gun just ahead of Dick 
Tomalin and Jan Tucker. 

After two days and only two completed 
races hopes and prayers went out for more 
wind. 

Wednesday arrived with no wind in the 
morning, giving a postponement until a 
3-5 knot Southerly began to fill in. With a 
big swell running much ground could be 
gained or lost by using the effect of the swell 
on the wind. When travelling with tl:ie swell, 
each little push changes the apparent wind 
so much that total concentration is required 
to keep the boat really moving fast. 

A full olympic course was sailed for the 
first race with Collier, Paul Thomas and 
William Edwards leading the 16's. 

Out of retirement came Pedro Doods to 
win the 14's followed by Dick Tomalin and 
Jan Tucker. 

Due to distance offshore the race were 
sailed, everyone stayed on the water between 
races. 

The second race was started in the late 
afternoon and finally shortened after one 
triangle, which was unfortunate, but neces
sary as it was dark by 1730 hrs. 

Winner of this triangle was B. Visser 
followed by Frank Meneses and Blaine 
Dodds, whilst Dick Tomalin took the gun in 
the 14's, ahead of Opperman and P. Dodds. 
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After three days on the water Frank 
Meneses was leading the 16's closely 
followed by Blaine Dodds and Mike Collier. 
These three seemed to be the only ones with 
consistant results and deserved to be there. 
In the 14's Dick Tomalin and Peter Dodds 
were vying for the overall honours, yet 
anything was still possible. 

Thursday dawned the same as the 
previous days with no wind and a postponed 
start. 

Another day of light winds saw Meneses, 
Jacobs and Hasselbach gliding into the first 
three places in the 16's with Tucker, John 
Pet and Dick Tomalin slaughtering the rest 
of the 14's. 

With the evening not too far off, a 
shortened course was expected, making a 
good start imperative. A triangle and 
sausage saw the end of the race, with 
Hancox, Collier and Whitehead heading the 
16's, and Herold, Ryall and Shelley heading 
the 14's. 

Friday saw the tension begin to mount, 
expecially as there was a 1:rip to the Virgin 
Islands and the Worlds at stake. The top 
three 'of Collier, Dodds and Meneses were 
almost secure, with the next eight in with a 
fighting chance. 

The first race of the day actually had the 
wind picking up to 8 knots at times. The 
Colliers showed real class to pick up from 
near the twenties to win the race from 
William Edwards and Gordon Momsen. 

John Pet and Peter Dodds fought 
Lawrence off and into third place in the 
14's. 

During the second race Dodds decided he 
had had enough of Seconds and Thirds, 
winning convincingly by leaving the Colliers 
and Grobbler in his wake. 

The tension was now even more notice
able as positions from 4th down were not so 
secure. The Colliers were now first followed 
by Blaine Dodds and Frank Meneses, With 
only one race to go, Fisher, Hancox and 
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Edwatds filled the next three positions, with 
Eric Hasselbach and Gerhard Koper ready 
to pou·nce. 

BANG! With a port biased line Dodds 
and Collier were in position attempting a 
port start. Two more guns announced the 
general recall. 

To win overall Dodds had to beat the 
Colliers, whilst if they had a bad race 
Meneses could take the title. 

The second start saw Dodds and Collier 
make the best start, with Dodds ahead at 
the weather mark, followed by Collier. With 
a steady breeze blowing Koper and Hassel
bach were in the top ten, whilst Hancox and 
Edwards were in the back twenties. 

If these positions held, Koper and 
Hasselbach would make the team, whilst 
Edwards and Hancox would forfeit their 
chance of going to the worlds. 

David Kruyt of Fishoek was threating the 
leaders, forcing Dodds to cover tack after 
rounding the leeward mark. A wind shift on 
the run allowed Edv.ards and Hancox to 
pull up out of the twenties, and Collier to 
slip into the lead, eventually to take the gun 
and the title. 

Kruyt was second followed by Dodds 
Third. Hasselbachs good position pushed 
Edwards down to 7th overall. 

Overall results were 16's:-
1 Mike and Warren Collier 26¼ 
2. Blaine Dodds and Shaun Terry 33½ 
3. Frank Meneses and Leonard Mann 40¾ 
4. Bernard and Alex Fisher 57¾ 
5. Colin and Ollie Hancox 75¾ 
6. Eric Hasselbach and Anton Stevens 76 

The above is also the team to represent 
South Africa at the World Championships 
in November. 
Robie 14's:-
l. D. Tomalin 21¾ 
2. J. Tukker 25¾ 
3. C. Ryall 27¾ 
4. D. Offerman 34 
5. J. Pet 34¾ ,~ ~:t,;;i ,1,,. 
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