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ALUMINIUM 
YACHT 
MASTS 

~-
Buy your extrusion from us and 
build your own masts. Full range of 
mast fittings also available. FIii In 
details below and return coupon 
for a quotation. 

We have been advised of I further big 
Increase In the price of Aluminium. 
Rush your reply to avoid paying the 
higher prices. 

--------------
TO: VICTOR METAL MASTS 
12 GROSVENOR CRESCENT 
DURBAN NORTH 
4051. 

I am building a ............................. . 
(Type of yacht) 

wsterline length .............................. . 
(metres or feet) 

Main Mast ....... . ...... long 
(metres or feet) 

Mizzen Mast ............................... long. 
(metres or feet) 

Main Boom .............................. long. 
(metres or feet) 

Mizzen Boom ....................................... long. 
(metres or feet) 

Main Boom . . ................ long. 
(metres or feet) 

Staysail Boom ....................................... long. 
/metres or feet) 

Enclosed please find my sail plan. 
Please quote me for (E Extrusion only 

[ID Extrusion and fittings. 

FROM: Name: ...... . 

ADDRESS: .......... . 

PHONE: 
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A ten foot swell, the Mocambique current, the 
tidal Buffalo River, a World Champion, boats 
called "The Wonderful White Winged Weekend 
Warrior" and "Bubshafuzz". Would all these 
ingredients combine into a successful regatta? 
Yesl Over a hundred enthusiatic Hobie cat 
sailors wended their various ways towards East 
London. Thirty three hours driving from South 
West Africa, or a local rolling out of bed onto the 
Orient Beach, they were all there. 

The headquarters was the EL YC Clubhouse at 
East London Harbour mouth with the Hobie 16 
launching there and the Hobie 14 's launching at 
the nearby Orient Beach. A large entry of l4's 
was expected so a series of preliminary races was 
planned to allow those skippers not in A fleet to 
qualify to race in A fleet. However it was decided 
by vote due to a manageable fleet to split the 14's 
after 3 days racing to allow a smaller lop fleet for 
the last few races. So two practice races were held 
instead which gave the visitors a taste of the 
conditions which proved quite useful. 

A few 14's hoisted new all white sails from an 
American loft and these were to be watched with 
interest alongside 2 certain young sailors on 14's 
who were lucky it was schoolholidays. But more 
about that later. 

Race one started off on Tuesday at 9.30am as 
scheduled in a 5-10 knots westerly with the swell 
playing havoc to all and sundry. The decisions 
for this race were out to sea or beat up close to 
shore and the local advice was if all the locals did 
one thing, follow or cover them. The locals went 
inshore and lots followed, in fact a 16 intent on 
beating as close as possible to the shore was 
caught on a breaking wave and was carried into 
the surf line where they could tack and fly out 
over the curling waves. Adrenalin Pumping 
stuff! 

Blaine Dodds, William Edwards and Paul 
Thomas had an interesting tussle around the 
course with Blaine eventually winning from 
William and Paul Thomas losing two places on 
the last beat to come in fifth. Max Lippstreau 
sailed steadily to come in 3rd. Mick Whitehead 
slotted into number one place followed by John 
Collier and B. Fisher on the 16's. 

For the afternoon race, round two, the wind 
freshened a bit and the starts were tense with lots 
of boats on the line. William Edwards blasted off 
into the lead with nappies flying and had the 

unfortunate experience of a snapped halyard 
which smothered him in blue and white dacron. 
Paul Thomas snatched his chance and won the 
race followed by Blaine Dodds and father Pedro 
Dodds on 14's. The 16's saw Mush Hyde and 
John Collier break 2 trapeze harnesses in 50 
metres which cost them a few places. Mick 

· Whitehead mistook a marker bouy for the mark 
of the course and Johnathan Paarman surfed 
into the lead to eventually win from H. Monson 
and Mick Whitehead. 

Day two started off with mist and rain and it 
was decided to postpone as most of the boats 
lacked foghorns. It cleared fraClionally and the 
race started off at 2.30pm producing the most 
hard luck stories ever from one race. The 16's 
flew off and 60 odd 14's caused a general recall 
noticed by only 3 boats which went back. The 
ra e was wisely abandoned and a speedboat 
rounded up the fleet. The race started again with 
a beat up to Orient Beach and a plodding reach 
out to sea. Around the wing mark a fantastic 
reach on a large swell took the boats back to the 
lee mark where fortunes changed rapidly as the 
·out to sea' or 'inshore' decisions were made. The 
rest of the race is best forgotten by many, except 
to learn from. William Edwards came in firs,l 
followed by Blaine Dodds and Mike Collier. Max 
Lippstreau dejectedly lowered his sail after the 
race saying "that was the worst race of my life"., 
Gordon Monson got the gun followed by B. 
Fisher and the other Monson on the 16's. Mick 
Whitehead slotted into 9th place. 

Much beer was drunk that night and ,a 
"strangle a local today" club nearly got off the 
ground. 

Day 3 dawned with a flatter sea and the wind 
more into the south about 5-10 knots. The starts 
were still crowded with everyone trying hard for 
clean air. William Edwards and Paul Thomas 
were soon up front and nearly blew it having an 
upwind luffing match but still ended up 1st and 
2nd followed by Blaine Dodds. Young Plein 
from South West Africa sailed a good race in 3rd 
place most of the race but dropped to 6th 
overstanding on the final beat. Gordon Monson 
on the 16's won another followed by C. Edwards 
and B. Fisher. 

The afternoon race started off in beautiful 
weather and old ladies on the esplanade 
marvelled at the spectacular sight of 100 

mosquito 
CATAMARANS 

BY 
FREE ENERGY 

PRODUCTS(PTY)LTD 
18 ERICA PLACE, 
BERGVLIET 7800 

THE RACING MACHINE 
THAT'S BUil T TO 
WIN BY THE 
TEAM THAT 

KNO~ 
HOW. 4,82m x 2, 18m 

110kg, 15,7 sq.m. -;:. :::pf 

TWIN TRAPEZE· ,-_,yy~.4-~--

1 OR 2 MAN. 
FOR FULL DETAILS CONTACT: -

STIFFER 
STRONGER 
LIGHTER 

COMPLETE 

KITS 

SUB-KITS 
MOSQUITO TRANSVAAL, PH. JHB 6093084 
FREE ENERGY PRODUCTS PH. CT. 722840 

multicoloured sails confusedly darting back and 
forth. 

That World famous Yachting Journalist 
extraordinaire Colin Hancox shot off to a good 
start and led around the first two marks but 
realised it was only a matter of time. First Blaine 
Dodds then William Edwards screamed by 
nonchalantly leaving me bobbing in their 
wakes. (How I wish it wasn't school holidays!) B. 
Fisher flew into 1st place on the 16's with the 2 
Monsons growling at each other and Gordon 
eventually coming second. 

The mayoral reception was held in town that 
evening with the charming Lady Mayor 
welcoming us all with a cocktail party. From the 
results of the five races sailed so far, allowing one 
discard, the 14 fleet was split in half with the "B" 
fleet starting Five minutes after the "A" fleet. 

Day four began with the wind fresher from the 
same direction still, but the Mocambique 
current having moved in to provide a bit of a 
chop. The wind increased before the start and the 
race was abandoned for half an hour. This race 
paid to beat up in the current out at sea and try 
and avoid it on the run back down. Simple 
except for the fact that various unnamed 
shipping decided to steam up the approach 
channel with a host of tugs in attendance. Mist 
and rain came in to liven up the proceedings as 
the whole show got off the ground. Mick 
Whitehead came back to life on the 16's and 
Martin Toms on his 14 revelled on the first beat 
in the fresher conditions. However it was 
William Edwards (again!) followed by Colin 
Hancox and Paul Thomas in the end. Peter 
Jeffries and H.Monson followc;d Mick 
Whitehead in as the container ship berthed w·ith 
a sigh of relief unscathed. Ollie Hughes having 
dodged the odd tug around the course came in 
first in B. fleet. 

The afternoons race got the 16's off on a port 
bias line and with the 14 start the wind had 
swung more to the south not allowing a crossing 
on starboard. Those who noticed the switch 
scuttled over in little wind and crossed with a 
decided advantage. There appeared to be a little 
more wind out to sea which generated more hard 
luck stories. Blaine Dodds won from William 
Edwards who had to do a 720° on the final beat, 
followed by Colin Hancox. Gordon Monson 
won again on the 16s with the Fledermans and 
G. Teasdale hot on their heels. 

The wind died away towards the end of the 
race and rescue boats gave a grateful tow back to 
shore to some stragglers. Ollie Hughes again 
doing well in fleet B was concentrating his boat 
towards the finish line when suddenly it upped 
anchor and disappeared leaving him 
astoundedly floudering in its wake. However, it 
all came to light when it was discovered that the 
B fleet start caused a general recall and no-one 
returned so they were all disqualified. 

So onto the final days racing to determine who 
would be champ. It was decided that if 8 races 
were sailed 2 discards· would be allowed so 
everyone hauled out their pocket calculators to 
see how it would affect them. Of the 14 's William 
Edwards was ahead by one point from Blaine 
Dodds so for Blaine to win the trophy he had to 
come 1st or 2nd and beat William with the 2nd. 
The 16's also had two contenders Mick 
Whitehead and Gordon Monson whose 
possiblities of scoring were endless but Gordon 
would benefit by 2 discards. 

The zero knots of wind howled in the rigging, 
or was it the tension, as 14's paddled through a 
small surf and l 6's drifted out of the harbour. 
.The wind appeared gently out of the south and 
east and west and nearly the north and the start 
was postponed until late morning. The 
committee boat eventually anchored well in the 
Mocambique current flow about 4 knots so 

giving 4 knots of surface wind. The 16's caused a 
general recall as they were pushed over the line 
but drifted off from their second start. The 14's 
started off cleanly and beat up LOwards the 
harbour mouth rounding off onto a reach on the 
starboard course towards the beach. The wind 
died approaching the beach out of the current 
and 14's mingled with 16's yawning at each 
other. Slowly around the wing mark and a drift 
out towards the current again where the race was 
abandoned due to lack of speed. Everyone back 
to the beach with tension still humming where it 
was announced that it was all over, finish, kaput, 
etc etc. This was a pity as the wind sprang to life 
and 15 knots would have blown the cobwebs 
away. 

So to the prizegiving where Harry Fuchs 
heckled John Whitmore who kept going red and 
green under the disco lights. William Edwards 
received the 14 trophy after a well deserved win 
and Mick and Colin Whitehead walked away 
with the 16trophy. Theprizetablereallycreaked 
and groaned under the weight of prizes from the 
generous sponsors while it was announced that 
the first 15 or 20 of the 14's (depending on the 
number of places allowed in the Worlds) will sail 
a series of races in September to select who will 
be eligible to sail at the Worlds this year. So go 
for it, Mick and Colin Whitehead have proved 
we can win the Worlds so there is no excuse for 
not winning again. 

A few things learnt from a weeks sailing. 
While beating in swells a lift is experienced at 
some stage on it, mostly at the top. Start your 
tack in lhat lift and you will accelerate fast out of 
your tack and gain a few yards. 

In the chop and light wind experienced ii 
appeared to help lying close to the middle of the 
tramp to lift the windward hull a little out of the 
water. And last but not least never ever pinch a 
Hobie and that doesn't mean su;aling either. 
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In effect you will tack through plus minus 45° of 
wind instead of 90° which will aid you quite a bit. 

HOBIE 14s POINTS 
I. W. Edwards 8¼ 
2. B. Dodds 9¼ 
3. P. Thomas 18! 
4. C. Hancox 22 
5. P. Dodds 40 
6. F. Meneses 50 
7. D. Lethbridge 53 
8. L. Mann 62 
9. W. Collier 65 

10. M. Collier 67 
11. M. Homsey 71 
12. M. Lippstreau 80 
13. L. Hartley 97 
14. M. Toms 
15. C. Ryall 100 
16. J. Pet 102 
17. P. Broekh uysen 107 
18. D. Pollock 108 
19. J. Klein llO 
20. R. Brand lll 

Robie 16s Points 
I. M. Whitehead 18~ 
2. H. Monson 23 
3. G. Monson 36¼ 
4. W. van Goo! 43 
5. C. Edwards 43 
6. J. Paarman 52! 
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