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s even years ago the second Hobie Cat 
National was held in East London. Forty 

-five boats turned out and the regatta was 
won by Mox Lippstrcu with Gerhard Koper 
second, Bobby Joubert third and Jan van der 
Venter fou rth. 

This year the Ho bie Catters came back to 
East London for their seventh na tional. Only 
this time there were just over l 00 boats. 

They came from every corner of the 
Republic and South West Africa. From the 
dams, lakes and backwa ters of the inland and 
from the beaches round the coast. They had 
one thing in com mon, they wanted to know 

who wa s best - who was to be their cham
pion . 

After a seven-race ser ies beset with light 
winds, modera te winds and an unpredictable 
current , three champions emerged. 

In the Hobie 14 class it was schoolboy 
William Edwards, 15, of East London who 
powered through from ob curity to Hobie 14 
national champion. 

He was sa iling in a flee t of more than 70 
top-class co mpet itors. But none could match 
his co nsistency in the varying conditions. He 
took three firsts and three seconds and there 
was an unca nny ability in the way he regu
larly drove his boat Dirt water Fox way out 
ahead of the fleet. 

In the Hobic 16 fleet of 36 boats it was 
the world champions Mick and Co lin White
head of Cape Town who gave display of 
sa iling which left no doubt as to why they arc 
at the top. But throughout they were plagued 
by the h~ht win_ds. Even before the rega tta 
started Mick. Whitehead said he was looking 
for strong wmds. When these conditions did 
prevail, the world champions put up their bes t 
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performances. 
For instance, in the sixth race which was 

sa iled in the stro ngest winds experienced - 18 
knots south westerly - they forged ahea d and 
after complet ing the first triangle of the 
olympic course had put 500 metres between 
themselves and the nearest rival. At the finish 
lin e they had driven Dry lee to better this 
lea d by anot her I 00 metres. 

But the Hobie Cat Hang Ten Nat ional 
Championships was at no stage a runaway 
rega tta for those who took the la urel . From 

the o utse t it was a closely co ntested competi
tion all the wa y. This rivalry was particularly 
evident in the Hobie 14 ranks. The one point 
difference between East Londoners William 
Edwards and Blaine Dodds characterizes the 
close match-racing which developed. 

The Whitehea ds, with 18\/2 points, were 
closely followed by the Monsen brothers from 
Port Elizabeth who were sa iling their boats 
Wave Dancer and Blue Pointer to attain 23 
and 36Y. points re pec tively . 
Race I: 

The first day of the competition saw I 06 
Hobie Cats take to the water. As they jilled 
about in close formation at the start line the 
fleet loo ked like a rainbow on the water, but 
when the start gun fired the rainbow shatter
ed and l 06 craft di spersed in all directions in 
their sea rch for the best course to the 
windwa rd buoy. 

Fro m the tart the Whitehea ds drove int o 
the lead and made use of the long reaches to 
pull ahead of John Collier skippering Two 
Feet Ahead. But on the beats the world 
champions seemed to lose the lea d they had 
established, for John Collier was definite ly 

driving his boat better to windward. 
In the Hobie 14s Blaine Do dd na rrowly 

managed to pip William Edwards to the finish 
line. A mere 30 seconds separated the two 
who had fought a ding-dong battle round the 
entire olympic course. 

Mox Lippstreu, sailing Fox Bat, managed 
to shake off concerted effort s by Colin 
Han cox and Paul Thomas who attempted to 
pass near the finish line. 
Race 2: 

It became evident from the start that 
Springbok surfer Jonathan Paarman was driv
ing hi s Hobie l 6, Piesangs, to the limit. At the 
rounding of buoy three for the second time 
he had climbed tluough the fleet and lay 
second. 

Homing in on the finish line he had left 
Bossie Monsen, Mick Whitehea d and Peter 
Jeffe ry in his wake. 

The Hobie 14 race, as always, was a close 
duel fought between William Edwards, Blaine 
Dodds and Paul Thomas. It was a nip-and
tuck battle from the start with the three 
attempting to out-ma noeuvre one another. 

But William Edwards emerged undisputed 
lea de r after the first round. He had put 50 
metres between himself and his neares t rival 

Mick Whitehead and his 
son Colin confirmed their 
world championship 
class ... In the 14s it 
was 15 year -old 
William Edwards . .. 

at that stage, Blaine Dodd , who in turn was 
being closely chased by Paul Thoma s. 

Ju t before the last beat William Edwards ' 
main halliard parted, which left him powerless 
and he wa forced to retire. 

P~dro Dodds unex pectedl y appeared a t 
the f1111sh lme close to his son Blaine's ste rn. 
His strategy throughout the race had been to 
closely cover his son's manoeuvres. Pedro 
Dodds was one of the few who was lucky 
enough to ge t the off-shore current working 
111 hi s favour. Of course, being a local , it was 
enttrely attributable to luck. 
Race 3: 

By the third race it had become evident 
that ce rt~in co mpetito rs were pe rforming 
With consistency and that a pattern of domi
nance was being set in each of the two classes. 

In the Ho bie I 6s Bernard Fisher wa s 
regularly placed within the to p five. Unfortu

'nately , after sa iling an ex tremely good 
regatta, he was protested out entirely because 
of non-standard equipment. The third race 
saw Bernard drive tluough to become runner
up, on ly boat-lengt hs behind Gordon Monsen 
sai ling Blue Pointer. 

Bossie Monsen, Gordon 's brother , sa iling 
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Wave Dancer, was also regularly at the top of 
the 35-boat Hobie 16 fleet. 

The third was not a particularly good race 
for the Whiteheads who fell back to ninth 
position. They had held a station well up in 
the fleet till deciding to look for a better 
advan tage by tacking close inshore. This did 
no t pay off, for a drop in wind and a shift in 
its direction gave the boats which had taken 
the starboard tack out to sea the better lift. 

There was no doubt by this stage that the 
three East London youngsters, William 
Edwards, Blaine Dodds an d Paul Thomas were 
em broiled in a fight to the finish. 

They were regularly challenged, however, 
by Colin Hancox of Cape Town, Duncan 
Lethbridge of Plettenberg Bay and Frankie 
Meneses of Cape Town. 

Colin Hancox displayed regular compet
ence, particularly at the starts. As a conse
quence he was placed sixth and fourth in the 
previous two races . 

The Collier brothers, Warren and Michael 
fro m Fish Hoek Bay Sailing Club, had also 
regularly notched up good placings in the 
Hobie 14 fleet. 

Lenard Mann, sailing Catch.had put up a 
fine performance and was following in the 
wa ke of the leaders when he finished the third 
race. An unexpected challenge came from 
Pedro Dodds who showed a surprising ability 
to appear from way back in the fleet and 
fo rged ahead to cross the finish line in hot 
pursuit of the front runners. 
Race 4 and 5: 

The fourth and fifth races became a family 
affa ir with East London and Port Elizabeth 
fa milies taking top honours. 

The Monsen brothers, from Port Elizabeth 
Beach Yacht Club, had no trouble fighting 
through the fleet of 3 5 Ho bie l 6s to gain first 
and third. Gordon Monsen repeatedly, how
ever, had a slight edge over his brother Bossie. 
Sailing the fourth race in a ten-knot south
westerly, Gordon Monsen put up a superb 
performance to take line honours just ahead 
of the Edwardses sailing Windsong. 

The Edwards family from East London 
also turn ed the regatta into a private occasion 
when father and mother, Colin and Lou, 
romped to a much sought after second place. 
They were sai ling in the Hobie 16 fleet where 
positions were hotly contested. 

While father and mother were keeping 
their part of the deal, son William was giving 
Hobie national champion Blaine Dodds a 
good run for his money in the Hobie 14 fleet. 

From the start it was Edwards, Dodds and 
Thomas in close formation. After sail ing 
about four miles it was Edwards and Thomas 
neck-and-neck as they rounded the buoy. 
Dodds trailed six places behind. 

Going into the final beat the two split 
tacks, Edwards coaxing all he could out of 
Dirty Water Fox as he took the boat out to 
sea. Thomas took his Purdey inshore. 

Driving in towards the line it was anyone's 
race. Thomas was coming in on starboard, 
Edwards on port. Boatlengths from the end it 
looked as if there was going to be a collision. 
But no. With plenty of nerve Edwards held his 
course and passed Thomas who came cutting 
in from astern, Thomas's weather hull slicing 
the water centimetres behind Edwards' rudder 
blades. 

"Edwards had won , but it was close as only 
half a boat length separated them on the line. 
Race 6 and 7: 

After floundering in the rank-and-file of 
the fleet with only mediocre placings, the 
world champions Mick and Colin Whitehead, 
now reinstated their dominance in the sixth 
race. Their comeback was made in the morn
ing circuit sa iled in a brisk south-westerly of 
18 knots. It was apparent from the gun that 
the Whiteheads had the race tucked away. 

After a good start they went into the lead 
and nearest rival Peter Jeffery sa iling Mr Jump 
co uld do nothing as the champions pu shed 
Dry Ice out ahead. 

Beca use of rain and poor visibility the race 
was initially postponed, but when conditions 
cleared it was decided to continue as the brisk 
win d was what man y of the competitors had 
been hoping for. 
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REPORT AND PIX: NEIL RUSCH 
This no doubt paid off for the Whiteheads 

as they took line honours eight minutes ahead 
of Peter Jeffery. 

The wind was light aga in in the afte rnoon, 
but this did not affect the Hobie 14 com
petitors who had sailed consistently well 
under all conditions. 

In the heavier winds of the sixth race, 
William Edwards had an edge over Blaine 
Dodds, even though Dodds crossed the start 
line first, giving him an initial advantage. . 

Edwards, after lying approximately sixth 
at the start, slowly worked his way to 
windward and, pointing closer than most 
other competitors, was able to make ground 
so that when rounding the circuit for the first 
time he had pulled ahead of the entire fleet. 

He was followed by Colin Hancox who 
ha d managed to oust Paul Thomas from his 
regular positions among the leaders. 

On the finish line it was Edwards to take 

the gun first some distance ahead of his rivals. 
Blaine Dodds was forced back into fourth 
position. The next race, the seventh, saw the 
outcome fall in Dodds' favour. 

Dodds came in towards the fini sh line with 
Edwards trailing in the turbulent wake 20 
boat-lengths behind. 

There was to have been an eighth ra ce but 
the winds fe ll away c6mpletely and' the 
organisers deci ded to call it a rega tta with the 
seven races sa iled, one of which was a discard. 

At a lively prize-giving John Whitmore 
announced the winners and the wife of the 
East London Yacht Club Commodore, Mrs. 
Mary Vosloo, presented the prizes. 

It was agreed that the East London Ya cht 
Ou~ had done a su'perb job in organising the illli. 
nationa ls. There were many obstacles which r 
EL YC had to overcome before the regatta got 

49 under way, but they had it all laid on when 
the competitors arrived. 
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LEADING YACHTSMEN 

i LEWMAR 
CHECK THESE FACTS 
• More than 50% ot the world's boat owners have 

Lewmar Winches 

• Lewmar outsells it's nearest rival by 10- l worldwide 

• 60% ot the South Atlantic Race boats are Lewmar 
equipped 

• Lewmar equipment ensures your boats high resale 
vaJue 

• Immediate supply and service backed by Lewmar 
world wide distribution 

• Lewmar provides the best value tor money 

REMEMBER - Specify Lewmar, do not accept less. With 
Lewmar you're not just buying a winch, you're buying a 
system. 

CENTRAL BOATING'S aggressive new sales policy as the sole 
importer of the fabulous Lewmar range of marine equipment 
offers all boat owners the opportunity to fit out with the world's 
best at the keenest prices in the country. 
Call in and see our range or write for the free brochure and 
Lewmar service manual. 

-
81 Bree Street 
8001 Cape Town 
Phone 43-6546 
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46 President, Eardley Wyatt and Bob Crisp r~
...illl spectively, have received late telephonic 
"11111 entries with the blessing of the World 505 

Association in Paris those of the South 
African 505 fleet who can either count on 
their fingers or toes or press buttons on their 
wate rproof miniature electronic ca lculators 
built into the centreboard box covers will be 
able to work out for themselves that the 
South African contingent would be J 2. This is 
where those with a tertiary education and 
who can drive a ca lculator may work out their 
chances of com peting. 

Everyone is making up their private li sts 
after two of the three selection trials have 
now been sailed to find o ut how those 
skippe rs t hat are cur rent ly lower in the 
pecking order will have to do in the Third 
Se lection regatta. 

Now to the overseas entran ts themselves. 
The star skipper Peter Co lclough and hi crew 
Phil Brown, have won the 505 World cham
pionship three times consecutively , 76, 77, 
78. But late news tells us that he now cannot 
come to South Africa as he has broken a leg 

in a motor accident and is o ut of sa ilipg for 
three months. So the reserve UK skipper, 
Steve France, will probably come in his place. 

The American 505 fl eet have improved in 
greater depth over any other co untry over the 
past couple of years. Steve Taylor is going 
very well; the Aussie's, hea ded by Terry 
Kyrwood, are also knocking on the door. 
Kyrwood builds his own boats and it might be 
rather a good thing if South African s could 
buy a couple of his craft, they being of robust 
glass construction and ex tremely fast . Many 
compet itors in Denmark last year considered 
that a three-yea r-old Kyrwood boat wa faster 
than any other on the water - but whether 
this was the boat or the skippe r, is anybody's 
guess. 

Denis Surtces, the Ca lifornian pres ident of 
the 505 Association, ha s finished in second 
place two years uccessively in the past and 
although his rece nt results have not been so 
brilliant, probably due to the pressures of 
office, this indicates that he could possibly be 
this year's dark horse. 

The top 505 builders in the world are due 

here. Bill Parker of G.W. Parker & Sons, Roy 
Parker of Ronda; Kyrwood from Australia -
and this leads up to the news that the South 
African 505 Association have recently order
ed a Parker mould so tha t we can build them 
in South Africa. This was expected to arrive 
just before the Worlds begins and will enable 
South Africa to produce a top cla ss " rive" 
capable of competing with the best in the 
world at a price most kippers can affo rd -
but unfortunately Bill told me on the phon e 
the other day that his own visit is currently in 
doubt. 

Now the loca ls. Brian Down ham, a past 
S.A. Dabchick champion and current South 
African 505 champion with new crew 
Jonathan Hawkins, has the best long-term 505 
record and has sa iled in Durban often. I 
believe this is his fourth "Worlds" . Geoff 
Meek, with crew Greg Davies from the Cape, 
has a plendid com petitive reco.rd g01ng back 
to Dabchicks. Richard Parker with crew Barry ..._ 
May ha competed in many major events in r 
the UK before sett ling in South Africa. 

50 Robbie Wilcox and crew Ditmar Herman 

How to be a Champ at 15 . • • 
W illiam Edwards ha d no idea he would 

2l become a na tional champion - least of 
all at the age of fifteen. 

~ Sai ling in the recent Hobie Cat National 
Championships, William powered his way 
from obscu rity to No. l in the Republic. 

Fro m the start William had an inborn love 
for sa iling, nutured an d developed by his 
parents Colin and Lou Edwards, both keen 
sa ilors themselves (they were placed fifth in 
the Hobie National Cham pionshi ps sai ling 
their Hobie 16 Windsong). 

One of William's earliest forays into the 
boating wor ld was at the age of nine. His 
parents had beached their Hobie 16 after 
completing a race. Attending to o ther mat
ters, they were shocked when next they 
looked and saw little William o ut on the water 
sa iling the la rge Hobie 16 single-handed. 

Willia m has graduated through a ser ies of 
sa iling dinghies. From the original Dabchick, 
which William sai led on the Bongola a nd 
Bridle Drift Dams, he went on to acquiring his 
first Hobie 14. The boat's name was Pascale 
and was one of the battered and worse-for
wear veterans of the Hobie 14 fleet. 

That was seven years ago, in 1972, but 
William's father remembers the incident 
clearly st ill. 

Mr. Edwa rds says, " It was rather funny, 
actually, because I told William he was too 
light to sa il a Hobie 14. But I promised him 
that when he weighed 46 kg I'd buy him a 
Hobie. He then proceeded to cat his way into 
Hobie-ca tting a nd in no time at all I had to 
buy him a boat." 

Pascale was an o ld boat and because of 
this William learnt many things. 

She taught him the rudiments of boat 
maintenance for, even before she could be 
sai led, she nee ded repairs which her new 
owner accomplished himself. 

William te lls of the rotten trampoline 
which gave way when he stood up to heet in 
the main. Again this had to be fixed. 

But Pascale was an old boat - and slow. 
This was possibly her prime virtue, as far as 
William ' educat io n in sa iling was concerned. 

Blaine Dodds, 19 - no mea n sa ilor him
self he has held natio nal titles in both Hobie 
14s' and 16s and was place d fifth in the Hobie 
14 world championships at Lanzarote, an d a 
close friend to Willia m - explains, " He never 
got anywhere with that old boat. 

" It was too slow, but it taught him to 
fight." 

Naturally when William acquired a new 
boat he sudden ly found himself winning and 
thi did a lot to his confidence. 

Blaine Dodds says, "When William got his 
hands on a new boat he was all of a sudden up 
with the leaders. He thought he had suddenly 
got what it takes to be a winner - but. he was 
wrong, he'd had it all the time. It was JUSt the 
boat that had kept him back." 
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The boat alone was not the only facto r 
involved in William 's remarkable rise to 
national champion. 

At the Hobie National Championships 
held in Port Elizabeth two years ago William 
attained only 36th position. At the recent 
Nationals in East London this year he was 
first. 

The new boat wa part of it, but not the 
ent ire explanat ion. There was also the coach
ing he rece ived from his parents and friends. 

In particular, there was the fort hcoming 
advice from Blaine Dodds. He de cribes how 
this transfer of knowledge occurred. "There's a 
lot of mental stuff involved in sailing and 
confidence means a lot to a bloke. I was 
national champion a t the time and Willia m 
would come to me before a race and ask my 
opinion on his boat's rig and trim. I'd give 
him my opinion . I'd tell him his tune was 
good. This, 1 think, mea nt a lot to him." 

Just recently, through the generosity of 
another friend, Garry Thomas, William was 
ab le to make a major breakthrough. Garry 
Thomas loaned his new boat Deliverance to 
William so that he could compete in the 
Coca-Cola Regatta in Port Elizabeth. 

Before they left Colin Edwa rd s promised 

Hobie 16s 
Position 
Overall Skipper Boat name 

1 M Whitehead Dry Ice 
2 H Monsen Wave Dancer 
3 G Monsen Blue Pointer 
4 W van Gool Two's Company 
5 C Edwards Windsong 
6 J Paarman Piesangs 
7 J Collier Two Feet Ahead 
8 L Hewitt Feline 
9 A Peros Who dat Cat? 

10 B Jacobs Mr Jump 

Hobie 14s A Fleet : 

1 W Edwards Dirt Water Fox 
2 B Dodds Windchaser 
3 P Thomas Purdey 
4 C Hancox Zerstenferstesher 
5 P Dodds Rectfier 
6 F Meneses Grayhound 
7 D Lethbridge Aphrodite 
8 L Mann Catch 
9 W Collier Silent Warrior 

10 M Collier Free Ride 

Hobie 14s B Fleet: 
1 0 Hughes Puddy Cat 
2 M Heath Track of the Cat 
3 S Offerman Sun Fish 
4 M Latimer Harry Hotspur 
5 J Guess Jen 
6 T Viljoen K Doesie 
7 R Meyer Manukai 
8 D le Grellier Phoenix 
9 W Mohr Hussler 

10 D Shaw Shaw Cat 

his son a new Hobie 14, if he won. William 
did just that ; he took the regatta with three 
stra ight firsts. 

His father kept his promise once aga in an d 
bought for William Dirt Water Fox, the boat 
which he sa iled to victory in the Hobie 
National Championships staged in East 
London last mo nth. 

The great irony, or course, is that William 
has reached a point where he in fa ct is 
superseding those who origina lly coached him 
in the ea rly da ys. In particular, there is Blaine 
Dodds who was forced into second position 
while William took the prime pot in the 
Nationa ls this year. 

William acknowledges the immea surable 
debt he owes his fri ends and says the on ly 
way to repay this is to reinforce his support
ers' confidence in him by using the knowledge 
they pa sed on and in this way, go on 
winning ... 

ln spite of the rivalry on the water, William 
and Blaine Dodds remain good friends. 

There is obviously more which could be 
told but from the beginning it has es cntia lly 
been a boy, a boat, gen uin e friends and an 
open stretch of water which have gone into 
the making of a champ ion. Neil Rusch 

Race 
Club Positions Points 
FHBSC 1395514 18Y, 
PEBYC 9234338 23 
PEBYC 4 Rtd 1 1 2 Rtd 1 36 Y.. 
TCC 5887969 43 
ELYC 6 10 23 2 7 11 7 43 
FHBSC 71121514417 53% 
PEBYC 2 11 7 8 6 Rtd 29 62 
RNYC 8 16 5 12 15 9 23 65 
RNYC Rtd 7 6 20 4 5 27 69 
JCC 22 Rtd 4 14 10 15 6 71 

ELYC 2 Rtd 1 1 2 1 2 8Y.. 
FHBSC 1223141 9 Y.. 
ELYC 5142435 18% 
FHBSC 4 6 3143 2 3 22 
ELYC 8 3 6 24 8 11 4 40 
FHBSC 10 4 37 7 17 6 6 50 
PEBYC 6922812810 53 
PVC 175711201012 62 
FHBSC Rtd 7 10 17 6 14 11 65 
FHBSC 3410 3 221312 7 67 

FHBSC 19 43 45 40 51 1 Ons 184% 
ELYC 32 47 25 Ons 41 6 Ons 188 
PEBYC Rtd 36 32 42 32 11 Ons 190 
KHBSC Rtd 27 48 32 36 19 Ons 199 
KRSC 27 58 54 53 19 12 Ons 202 
BSC 39 48 46 31 52 2 Ons 203 
ELYC 20 31 Rtd 25 Rtd Ons Ons 216 
ELYC 29 53 Rtd 48 42 7 Ons 216 
FHBSC 42 28 61 Ons 47 4 Ons 219 
TCC 43 51 49 49 27 15 Ons 220 
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