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By Mike Hamerton 

They did it, they did it, my God they 
actually did it! Mick and Colin 
Whitehead, we salute you. South Africa's 
first World Champions in yachting! 

The tension this last week here in Cape 
Town has beer,unbearable. 1:1,fter the first 
telex from Texas telling us that Mick and 
Colin had come in 2nd in the first race, 
everyone suddenly sat up, admitting to 
all that it was far too early to start hoping 
but secretly imagining what it would be 
like if Mick and Colin actually did pull it 
off. Then the next batch of results came 
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through and they had a first!! Unreal. 
Everyone went mad with the realisation 
that it could just be done. The strain at 
both ends of the telex cable was too 
much and in the 3rd race Mick and Colin 
dropped to a 14th and 4th overall. The 
4th race gave them 11 th spot, the next a 
3rd, and their last race pulled them right 
up to an overall win in the 1978 Hobie 16 
Worlds. 

Without hearing from him, we know 
that John Whitmore must be incredibly 
proud. 

It has always been a dream with John 
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that the class he introduced to our 
country would provide S.A.'s first World 
Champion but I don't think even he 
expected it so soon. Credit must be given 
to Coast Catamaran for going to the 
trouble not just to send a well chosen 
team to the Worlds, but to organise 
regattas and trials in the manner of the 
Worlds on a round-robin basis so that 
crews get used to sailing a different boat 
each time. John's other hope is a Worlds 
at Plettenberg Bay and we can be sure 
that Mick and Colin's fantastic per
formance has given him a good lever to 
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The trend setter 
Fast as a¾ or 1 tanner (sail magazine) 

Costs less than a ½ tanner. 
The only international offshore one design. 

Fleets in 10 countries. 
Strict one design - no obsolescence - appreciating asset. 

Can be sailed &, raced by a family 
Sailed single handed. 

Diesel engine &, Lewmar winches standard. 
Restricted to 5 sails. 

L.O.A. (length) 9,95 M. 
Price: R.24,500 complete ex. GST. 

Now being built in this country. 
For specifications & fully illustrated brochure write to: 

APHROOITEI 
SOUTH 
AFRICA 

RO. Box.111, Newlands 7725. Thi 021. 
3 CardijfCastle, Kildare Rd., · 

use with Coast Cat USA for making this 
too, a reality. Beacon Isle - are you 
ready for it? 

The results as we have them: 
1, Whitehead and Whitehad - SA 
2. Ellington - USA 
3. F-roome - Hawaii 
9. Koper and Jeffery 

12. Collier and Collier 
26. Dodds and Fuchs 
41. Hasselbach and Silberbauer 

With only telexed results we don't 
know the in's and out's of what happened 
but we do know that Gerhard Koper of 
Flying Dutchman fame - should have 
fared better. His boat broke-up in the last 
race and he had to use a DNF as his 
discard. That's rough but it shows that 
our guys are there to win and that the SA 
team is not something to be ignored in 
future. As someone said "We GWAAPED 
themI· 

Mike Collier added to his 12th by 
winning the hotdog eating contest and 
the team got to the finals of the tug of war 
and the beer drinking competition so 
one way and another SA has featured 
extremely well at a prodigious World 
Championship. 

The Mosquito boys have also spread 
themselves across the oceans by inviting 
the current Australian Champion - Mike 
Lane - to compete in the Mosquito 
Nationals to be held in Mossel Bay early 
in December. Lane is a 21-year-old 
medical student and will be arriving at 
Jan Smuts on 28th November and 
leaving again for London on 19th 
December. He builds his own wooden 
boats and his advice will no doubt be 
much in demand during his stay here. I 
hope Colin Bell will make a point of 
taking l11m to Clifton one Sunday -
preferably Just before he flies into the 
U.K. winter. 

HIGH TIDE 
PRODUCTS 

(PTY) LTD 

CHECK OUR PRICESt 
(Excluding Tax) 

~ PIRATE - 3 BERTH 
~ trailer sailer 
,,_.-...,.. from R2 500 

MOSQUITO 
MAN RACING CAT 
1 735 COMPLETE 

-■► FLIPPER 404 
2-man Racing Dinghy 

R1 040 complete 

Also a large range of canoes and dinghys for 
the holiday season. Contact us at 021 
699575/6 

or write to P.O. Box 151, Plumstead 

PARMELIA RACE CONTINlJED 

been launched (October 5) and with two 
other yachts, Bob William's Parmelia and 
Jim Chute's Challenger, both 44ft 
cutters, will form the official Royal Perth 
Yacht Club team. Parmelia is already 
being sailed and raced by Bob Williams 
and Challenger is expected to take to the 
water about Christmas. These 'twin' 
yachts by designer Pr1il Curran will be 
acting as 'mail boats' on the race - both 
carrying small mailbags containing 
commemorative first day covers. 

HOW FAR TO FREMANTLE 
The Race Committee has decided that 

the ·Parmelia' distance from Plymouth to 
Cape Town is 6 650 miles and from Cape 
Town to Fremantle is 5 000 miles. These 
distances will' be used in a time on 
distance formula, to be announced 
shortly, to calculate the handicap 
allowances. 

RACE RADIO FREQUENCIES 
During the Parmelia Race competing 

yachts will be expected to report their 
positions at least once every twenty four 
hours as a major safety factor to enable 
organisers to pin-point search areas 
should a rescue operation be necessary. 
Each yacht will be allowed to work out 
her own routing methods and may fit 
radio frequencies for the radio stations 
she intends to use. For inter-yacht 
communication, radio frequencies 
required will be: 2056kHz (Region 1 ), 
2638kHz(Reg ion 2), 4143,6kHz (Both 
Regions) and a 6mHz (Both Regions) 
still to be selected. Main transmitters 
shall also carry 2182kHz and a 'highly 
desirable' frequency is 4125kHz. Any 
technical enquiries should be directed to 
Alan Green at the Royal Ocean Racing 
Club, 19 St James' Place, London, SW1. 

AUSTRALIAN ENTRANTS VISIT UK 
Two Australian ENTRANTS VISIT UK 
Two Australian yachtsmen, entered in 

the Parmel ia, have recently visited the 
UK - Jim Chute, Challenger, and 
Warren Pateman, entry manager of Tony 
Chandler's South of Perth Parmelia 
Syndicate. The latter's entry, a Bowman 
47, was unveiled by the Commodore ot 
the South of Perth Yacht Club Ed 
Rodoreda. The yacht, as yet unnameq, 
will be crewed by senior members of the 
club - all experienced blue water 
yachtsmen. 

EVERYBODY WANTS TO CREW 
The list of young and old of both sexes 

hoping for berths as crew on the 
Parmelia Race continues to grow daily. 
Some are looking for new experiences 
but many have a great deal of long 
distance racing or cruising behind them 
plus various qualifications such as 
navigation and medicine. The oldest is 
68 and the youngest, about to leave 
school, is 17. 

WELCOME 
With all yachts in the Parmelia Race 

expected to arrive at Perth (Fremantle) 
about November 25th, 1979, the Western 
Australians are expecting an influx of 
visitors to witness the great event. As 
sponsors of the race, the Hotel Parmelia, 
Perth is already working closely with 
various travel organisations to arrange 
special tours from Europe to co-incide 
with the finish. The Parmelia Race is 
being regarded as one of the highlights 
of the celebrations to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of the founding ot the State 
ot Western Australia, and so yachtsmen 
and tourists alike can be sure of a great 
welcomP.. 
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THE RACING MACHINE 
THAT'S BUil T TO 

WIN BY THE 
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~ ·-----. 4,82mx2,18m ---------- -110kg, 15,7 sq.m. 
TWIN TRAPEZE 

1 OR 2 MAN. 

FOR FULL DETAILS CONTACT: 
UNITED AUTOMARINE, 109 STRAND ST., C.T. PH: 434969 
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