
Blaine Dodds punching through the seas, 
proved his world-class calibre by taking 
seventh place. He was one of five South 
Africans in the top ten. 
The new world champion Phil Berman, 23, in 
jovial mood receiving the Hobie Catters' 
dream trophy from none other than Hobie 
Alter himself. 

Best ever 

BIE 14 

T HE YACHTSMEN came from far and wide 
and all agreed - the fifth Hobie Cat 14 

World Championships, held at Plettcnberg Bay, 
South Africa, were the best ever. 

Seventy-two of the world's top Hobic Cat 
skippers from more than a dozen different 
countries competed in identical catamarans -
even down to the colours of the sails - for 
the coveted award of 1979 World Champ. 

The championship series got off to a start 
on Friday November 23 with the two clay 
South African trials for entry into the World 
Championship . Six pre-qualifiers - Blaine 
Dodds, Colin Hancox, William Edwards, Paul 
Thomas, Michael Collier and Leonard Mann 

competed against 30 others. 
On Monday the qualifying series to select 

the 72 skippers to take part in the Worlds 
were held. 

The next three days the 72 selected 
skippers battled it out to sec who would be in 
the t'ina I 36 to compete for the coveted 
trophy. 

1:our qualifying races \\ere sailed per day. 
skippers taking part in two each day. 

Tuesday's "ind was a strong south-wester
ly. Rob Waterhouse, or Australia, kd by the 
end or the first day but Port 1:litabcth's Mike 
Collier built up a substantial lead the follo\\
ing day, with A111eric111 Phil Berman and Ian 
Bashford in joint third. 

i\ protest by Colin llancox about his 
disqualification from a Tuesday race in which 
he came s-:concl \\as upheld and lci't him up 
amon!( the contenders for the champion hip. 

At the cut-off stage on the third day, Phil 
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Part of the immaculate fleet of specially produced Hobie 
14's seen here beating across Plettenberg Bay during the 
ninth race of the qualifying rounds. Leading the group is 
Eric de Speville of Mauritius. 

Berman, of the USA, was leading with 1 O½ 
poinfs followed by Leonard Mann (SA) 12½; 
Mike Collier (SA) 15¾; Colin Hancox (SA) 
15¾; Ian Bashford {Australia) 17¾; Henere 
"Kitty" Salmon (Tahiti) I 8¾; Blaine Dodds 
(SA) 19; Rob Waterhouse (Australia) 21 ½; 
Gerhard Koper (SA) 26, and Rob Binnedel 
(Australia) with 27 points. 

The South Africans had five in the top ten 
and if the weather conditions had held, the 
racing looked promising for them. 

Friday dawned - cool and overcast - with 
little wind to help the sailors. The fresh 
breezes of the past four clays had faded as did 
the fortunes of the South African entrants. 

The light winds caused havoc with placings 
as nervous skippers searched the bay for just 
that little extra breeze to take them to 
victory. Fortunes changed from marker to 
marker and those unfortunate to fall into a 
hole found themselves sometimes 20 places 
down the field. 

Many of the overseas competitors seemed 
to come to light and when the first race was 
over only two South Africans were among the 
first ten over the line. They were Mike Collier 
(4th) and Colin Hancox (7th). 

Henerc "Kitty" Salmon, of Tahiti, appear
ed to be in his element and sailed a brilliant 
race to finish first. 

Because of the light winds the bridge 
decided to have a back to back for the second 
race which Kitty won again. 1--!is supporters on 
the beach were overjoyed. 

The South Africans' fortunes appeared to 
be falling lower as there were none in the top 
ten for this race. If the conditions prevailed it 
would favour the overseas competitors. Mike 
Collier, one of South Africa's hopes, only 
managed to finish 32 in this race, but he was 
later able to discard the position. 

In the final race of the day, American 
Hobie Alter jnr, who up to now had not 
featured well - a 32nd and 31st in the two 
previous races - tacked away from the fleet 
and in the light conditions, it was later to 
prove a wise move. He finished well ahead of 
the rest, followed by Phil Berman and Kitty 
Salmon. Phil had managed to keep up among 
the leaders for the previous two races, being 
placed sixth and seventh. ► 20 
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John Collier 110d his th their son 
Mike's distinguished fo ionship, 

Hobie Alter jnr., 1978 
American Hobie 14 
National Champion, 
seen here during the 
ninth race which he 
finally won after 
breaking from the 
fleet t1> ek winds 
elsewhere. 
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Hobie 14's 
► For Leonard Mann - leader of the South 

Africans at Thursday's cut off - the light 
19 conditions were disastrous. He finished 18th, 

30th and 17th respectively. 
Mike Collier, the second South African, at 

the cut off had notched up a fourth, a 32nd 
and a 14th. Colin Hancox ended Friday with 
an eighth placing, a 15th and a 27th which he 
later discarclecl. 

Saturday clawnecl slightly overcast and 
almost totally windless. The start of the 
fourth and final race of the Worlds was 
postponed for three hours. 

At this stage it was still very niuch an open 
field with the misfortunes of one skipper 
benefitting another. One place up in the fleet 
would make all the difference to the final 
outcome. 

The tension could be felt a111ong the 
skippers and their supporters. 

With only 2¼ points separating Ber111an 
fro111 Salmon, Ber111an knew he would have to 
outwit the s111aller, lighter Salmon to win the 
cha111pionships. 

He tacked out to sea with Salmon close on 
his stern. Up to that point Sal111on was lying 
seventh. The tack proved disastrous. Salmon 
suddenly found hi111self down to 27th posi
tion but fought back to finish 18th. 

Although Ber111an finished 23rd in this 
race he was able to discard it, his poorest 
result at that ti111e being l 0th. Salmon had a 
previous poor result in the first race of a 20th, 
his discard. 

Blaine Dodds, the former East Londoner 
now in -the Navy, came to light and showed 
some of his former skills holding off a strong 
challenge from his arch East Cape rival Mike 
Collier, to cross the line first. The freshening 
winds seemed to be just what the South 
Africans were waiting for. Behind Mike Col
lier came Colin Hancox, of Cape Town, Peter 
Dodds, Mick Whitehead, of Cape Town ( I 978 
Worlds 16 champion) and Leonard Mann, of 
Durban. 

As the fleet returned to the beach the task 
of working out the winning order began and 
at the banquet held in the Beacon Isle Hotel 
that night top honours went to Phil Berman, 
of the USA, who, after discarding a 23rd, 
ended with a total of 35½ points. 

Following him into a well deserved second 
was Henere "Kitty" Salmon of Tahiti with 
41 ½ points, Australian Ian Bashford was third 
with 47¾ points, followed by Mike Collier 
who finished fourth, one point behind the 
Australian. 

Other. South Africans in the top ten were: 
Colin Hancox, Blaine Dodds, Leonard Mann 
and Gerhard Koper. ■ 

Dean Froome ... former champ. 
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ABOVE: Dean Froome of Hawaii, former Worlds winner, has a slight edge on Evan Borges of the 
USA as both beat to windward. 
BE LOW: Three of the South African competitors during the qualifying rounds. Leading the 
group is Harry Fuchs followed by Paul Thomas and Keith Rohland, two Hobie stalwarts from 
East London. 

Phil Berman, 23, hails from California, 
United States of America; a student of 
philosophy of religion, author of several 
books on catamarans, he has just be
come the new Hobie Cat 14 World 
Champion. 

Two weeks prior to the champion
ships which ended in Plettenberg Bay, 
South Africa, on December 1, he 
thought he would not make it. 

"I was broke and couldn't find the 
cash to come. Then out of the blue 
came a cheque from my publisher as an 
advance on my latest book," he said. 

"A friend who was clue to come to 
the championships cancelled his trip and 
I took over the booking," said the tall 
bronzed university student. 

This is Phil's first Worlds win. Ironic
ally the title of his book, copies of 
which are available now in South Africa, 
is entitled Winning in Catamarans. Phil Berman ... the new Hobie King. 
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ABOVE: There's nothing between it as Leon
ard Mann and Gerard Loos jockey for supre
macy. 

BE LOW: The light conditions favoured the 
forli.ign competitors particularly Ian Bashford 
(34133) and Phil Smythe (35103). Hobie 
35134 is in this particular race being sailed by 
Tom Materna of the USA. 

Michael Collier of Port Elizabeth being inter
vieVll8d by Kim Shippey of SABC TV. 

Henera "Kitty" Salmon of Tahiti was placed 
second overall. 
Below from left to right: Anthony Duchatel 
of Australia with Hobie Alter jnr. and Paul 
Thomas of East London. 

HOBIE WORLD RESULTS 
Position Skipper Country Race Pos. (finals) Points 

1 Phil Berman USA 6 7 2 23 35½ 
2 Henere Salmon Tahiti ¾ ¾ 3 18 41¼ 
3 Ian Bashford Australia 10 5 5 15 47¾ 
4 Mike Collier S Africa 4 32 14 2 48¾ 
5 Rob Waterhouse Australia 5 4 7 14 51½ 
6 Colin Hancox S Africa 8 15 27 3 54¾ 
7 Blaine Dodds S Africa 16 12 25 ¾ 58¾ 
8 Leonard Mann S Africa 18 30 17 7 63½ 
9 Phil Smythe Austalia 29 13 16 11 71 

10 Gerhard Koper S Africa 33 20 10 12 76 
11 Rob Binnedel Australia 12 6 15 33 82 
12 Tom Whitehuist USA 3 2 31 9 84 
13 Evan Borges USA 28 8 12 10 86 
14 Cuanillon Paul Switzerland 17 10 11 8 94 
15 William Edwards S Africa 7 17 9 21 104 

South Africans in the finals: 
19 Craig Ryall S Africa 14 23 20 20 116 
25 Peter Dodds S Africa 15 33 23 4 149 
26 Mick Whitehead S Africa DNF 27 21 5 153 
27 Greg De Beyer S Africa 13 24 30 6 156 
28 Frank llf.eneses S Africa 25 35 26 24 161 
33 Eric Hasselbach S Africa DNF 34 ONS 28 182 
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