
~ South Africa is building the world's 

T most potent ocean racer, thanks to 

Kees Bruynzeel (left) who shows the tank

test model of his 74 ft. 6 in. yawl now under 

construction (be/ow) in a huge shed at 

Stellenbosch. Separate rudder and fin keel 

cut down "wetted area". 

.. ....::;I.... 

STORMVOGEL 
PROBABLY the fa te t ocean racer in the world to-day i 

being built by Lamtico, the Laminated Timber Construc
lion Company, at Stellenbosch , near Cape Town for a 

Dutch Company called .. Stormvogel" ' represented by Corncli 
Bruynzeel. South Africa·s most experienced ocean racer. 

Thi fine 74 ft. 6 in . ship- to the top ocean-racing class
; also oftremendou technical interest as, among other things, 
s he displace only 31 tons, in tead of the 50 or more s he 
would ordinarily b::, as a heavy displacement racer. It is 
intended to start her career in next year· cla sic Fastnet Rock 
Ocean Race when all the careful planning that has gone into 
her will be put to the test. 

She ought to be finished about the beginning of next year 
and will have her preliminary trials in the trong summer 
south-caster of the Cape. This promises some vivid sailing 
for those taking part, for near-planing peeds arc expected 
when there is enough power in the wind . 

The interesting thin g about this project , however. is the 
fact that 10 lucky sai ling folk will be ab le to share her first 
memorable voyage from South Africa to England, then the 
Fa tnet race, and back home through the Mediterranean . 

The Stormvogel Company i prepared to arrange this on a 
co t-sharing basis tha t ought to work out a good deal more 
economically than for a teamer voyage of the same duration . 

Three of the world's leading naval 
architects collaborated in producinc 
Stormvogtl. Here is her ocean-racinc 
sail plan as devised by Captain John 
Illingworth , the master sail trimmer, 
who was one of the "brains trust" of 
three. Near-planing speeds are 
expected when the winds blow 
strongly enough and the ship 
gets on the face of che lorg 
ocean swells 

It will mean a chance to participate in a type of sailing most 
of us can on ly dream about. Preference wil l be given to young 
tudents, who, having made their grade, want to get some 

knowledge of the reali t ic of the eas, and of Europe, before 
starting their career. 

The creatio n of the boat ha been the re ult of some very 
hard thinkin g, after a lifetime of sai lin g, and a fantastic 
combination of ta lent and experiment by a n international 
team. The project was first brought to the office of Y ACHTI G 

Ews to have preliminary plans drawn up . The first idea , 
as worked o ut in this office, was for an ultra-lightweight 
hard-chine boat to be well under 30 ton di placement. To 
achieve thi the kin was to be in two layers of plywood, 
making a sandwich (with a layer of polystyrene foam in 
between) three inches thick . 

There were to be longitudinal s tringers and permanent 
transverse bulkheads. The deck and coach roof were to have 
the same treatment, making an immensely t rong form of 
box-girder structure. The fin-keel above the ballast was to be 
hollow, providing compartments for water and fuel where 
their weight helps as balla t. 

This preliminary idea was first taken to Sparkman and 
Stevens in cw York . 

But they were too busy to get involved with the eleborate 
work and calculation caused by a new concept of construc
tion, o Mr. Bruynzeel went over to England to sta rt a long 
seric of discussions with Laurent Gile , Captain John Illing
worth and Van der Stadt from Holland . Designs were prepared 
and models made for the testing tank at Saunders Roe in 

owe. 
After month of di cus ion and after seven models had been 

te tcd. including hard-chine hull , the deci ion was finally 
made to concentrate on a round-bilge boat. It was also then 
decided that nothing could be made under 30 ton that \\Ould 
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be trong enough for the trains of hard 
driving at ea. 

y ACHTI G EWS was proud to be in at 
the beginning but. after examining all the tank 
te t reports- fascinating documents worth 
an artic le in themselves- aw the force of 
the arguments which brought about the 
present boat. 

The yacht . as she now emerges, follows th.e 
exhaustive tank tests of all the models and 1s 
the brain-child of three naval arch itect .. 
Van der Stadt. of Zaandam in Holland, did 
her intuitive et of lines; brilliant .Laurent 
Giles of England did the intrica te engineering 
nece sary for such a light and potent hull ; 
and the sail plan comes frc m the board of 
that master ail-trimmer Captain John 
Illingworth, author of the standard text book 
on the ocean racing game . 

The re ult hould be a boat .that c~uld 
consistentl y finish first in the field in the right 
weather conditions- but will probably not 
figure in the prize list because the reason . for 
her great speed will. not suit e ither the Brill h 
or American handicapping y tem. 

But the thrill of her devastating perfor
mance will more than make up for her lack of 
cup . 

It is too much to ask for planing in a boat 
of thi ize, but in a visit to Laurent Giles 
at Lymington just before the Olympic Games, 
he confirmed to YACHTING EWS that, when 
the wind and sea are right, she shou ld indulge 
in exhilarating surfs on the face of the swells. 

Off the wind she shou ld show her heels to 
anything that can stand up to extremes of 
weather offshore . 

To achieve thi it has meant the lightest of 
possible constructional engineering. and 
Laurent Giles-a proved master in this field 
- has come up with a ski n of only 14 in. Sipo 
mahoga ny, in four plies and a ll glued and 
nailed together with Anchorfast nails of 
Monel metal. 

The use of transverse rigid bulkheads 
(which also divide up the accommodati~n) 
coupled with stea med timbers and long1tu
dinal stringer will ensure more than adeq u.a te 
strength. This is the sort of construction 
which enables South Africa· American
built 63-foot crashboats to achieve 40-knot 
speeds year after yea r in a seaway with a skin 
of only k in. thick. And remember that they 
have withstood these stresse for nearly 20 
years. 

South African yachtsmen s hould 
grateful to Mr. Bruynzeel for his dec1s1on to 
have this boat built in the Union . It mea ns 
the strongest link we have had with world 
ocean racing and the ve ry la test in construc
tional techniques. 

Her completion in the months to come will 
make a fa cinating story which will be told 
in the next few issues of YACHTING NEws. 

We are privileged to show a tracing .a.. 
of Van der Stadt's handsome set of .,.. 
light-displacement lines. Stormvogel's 
great inherent speed lies chiefly in that 
long, flat run and the extremely light 
displacement of only 31 tons, as against 
50 or more for a conventional ocean 
of her size. 
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