
. 1995 Nesquick Junior National 
Champ_ionships 

Seventy nine Optimist skippers 
in the main fleet, plus six 
novices, gathered at Club 
Mykonos, Langebaan for the 
1995 Nesquik Junior Nationals. 
No fewer than 15 of these were 
from our Northern neighbours, 
Zimbabwe and one sailed with a 
USA sail number although he 
lives in Taiwan and sails for 
Zeekoevlei Yacht Club. Work that 
one out! 

Had there been seats available on 
flights from Europe, we would also have 
had a few Dutch entries, but the demand 
on the airlines was too great to make this 
possible! 

Generally strongish winds were expect
ed, and with the 'buster' of the Saturday 
of the WP Provincials in mind, some skip
pers were perhaps a bit anxious especially 
when the week before the Nationals wind 
speeds of 40 knots were commonplace. 
As it turned out, the conditions were quite 
extreme: three days of sailing were lost, 
two because of very strong winds and one 
because of no wind at all. The 10 races 
which race officer Viv James managed to 
get in, were really all sailed in quite mod
erate conditions of 5 to 15 knots and very 
'sailable' for all concerned. 

In addition to Viv and his crew on the 
committee boat, we had an observer/con
sultant from !ODA (our International par
ent body) in the person of Rene Kluin who 
had come out from Holland to check and 
advise on the organisation of the World 
Championships this year. Rene gave us 
some very useful input and was generally 
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quite happy with the progress of the 
organisation, the venue and the racing 
conditions, so it's full steam ahead for the 
'big one' in August. 

It does not happen often that an 
Optimist national champion defends his 
title, more often than not he is too old or 
too big to sail Optimists again. We were 
fortunate that last year's champion, 
Richard Booth, was present at 
Langebaan. He put in a very serious bid to 
be the first skipper ever to win two 
Nationals in a row (Jonathan Swain won 
twice, but not in successive years) and 
after three races was in the lead. He was 
however, strongly challenged by some of 
the younger lads, like John ("JJ'') Eloff and 
Edward van Reenen as well as worlds 
team member Jamie Waters. In the end it 
was these four skippers who were clearly 
ahead of the rest of the bunch and fought 
it out for gold. 

Mention must be made of Finn de 
Haan who was sailing as well as the top 
guys, but unfortunately his judgement on 
the start line was just a little bit "out" and 
he had two_ PMSs and a black flag. 
Without these he would very likely also 
have been in the running for the top spot. 

Booth was leading after day one in 
which three races were sailed. His score 
line was 4; 1; 3; with Jamie Waters sec
ond. 

On the Tuesday, another three races 
were sailed, and this was when the blue 
fleet (skippers of 11 and 12 years old) 
began to strike. Edward van Reenen put in 
a convincing display finishing with results 
of 2; 4; 1. John Eloff had a 1; 6; 2. 
Richard Booth finished with a 4; 3; 11, 
and was - if we include a discard after six 
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races - still in the lead, followed by John 
Eloff and Jamie Waters, with Edward Van 
Reenen just a few points behind 

On Wednesday a rare thing happened 
in Langebaan - there was no wind. The 
following day four very good races were 
sailed. Van Reenen made history by win
ning the first three, and after his win on 
the Tuesday, had won four races in a row. 
John Eloff won the last race that day. 

Of note that day was the heavy toll 
which the start line demanded. In race 
nine, five skippers were recorded as 
PMS, including 'heavies' like de Haan, 
Booth and Craig Sterling. In race ten, 
after almost the entire fleet was over the 
line at the first start and Viv James used 
the black flag which eliminated de Haan, 
Waters, Nick van de Water and 
Zimbabwean Ross Eatwell. 

Friday morning started with a nice 
breeze which very soon turned into gale 
conditions and although a race was started 
it was soon clear that these were .not sail
able conditions and - to the dismay of 
David Bartholomew, Jamie Waters and 
Penny Alison, who were all having a great 
time - it was abandoned. The results after 
10 races with one discard were therefore 
final, and we could crown our youngest 
champion since 1979. 

John Eloff won with 28 points, fol
lowed by Edward van Reenen with 37 
points. Van Reenen was last year's yellow 
fleet winner and the youngest silver medal 
winner since at least 1978. The first girl 
(in fifth position) was Lindsay Samuel, a 
terrific result from the petite Transvaal girl 
on the choppy Langebaan waters. Her 
result equals that of Dale Hudson in 1991 
and Leanne Holiday in 1979. No girl has 
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Optimist Class - The blue fleet cleans up! 
,. (And other notable records). 

By Hans Thijsse 

ever finished better than fifth in a South 
African Optimist nationals, so there is 
something to go for, ladies!. 

Our '·Worlds" sponsor, Nesquik, used 
the nationals as a 'dry run' for the big 
event in August and as the start of their 
campaign. Not only did they provide very 
nice and bright T-shirts and caps, the 
famous Nesquik drink and ice cream were 
sampled by all skippers. Nesquik are more 
than sponsors, they are our partner in this 
venture and both parties are delighted 
with the results so far! 

Results 

1 John Eloff 
2 Edward Van Reenen 
3 Richard Booth 
4 Jamie Waters 
5 Lindsay Samuel 
6 Paul Willcox 
7 Craig Sterling 
8 Royden Puzey 
9 Simon Baer 
10 Wouter Langhout 

Yellow Fleet ( 10 years & under) 
Blue Fleet ( 11 - 12 years) 
Red Fleet (13 - 15 years) 

28 
37 
45 
45 
70 
73 
86 
86 
102 
103 

P Westmoreland 
E Van Reenen 
Richard Booth 

Dabchick Class 

It was with some trepidation that those 
Dabchick skippers who had never sailed at 
Club Mykonos arrived at the venue as 
scare stories had spread throughout the 
fleet about the possible weather condi
tions, the narrow harbour entrance and 
the rocks which had claimed several .. vic
tims ... 

The 49 competing skippers rapidly 
learnt how to cope with the harbour 
entrance. 

The first three races were won by 
Bruce Keen who looked as if he would 
dominate the fleet. Competition at the top 
of the fleet was very close, and when Ryan 
Collins took race four, and Gareth 
Blanckenberg races five and six, the pic
ture began to change as there was a real 
tussle on. 

Collins won races seven and nine, mak
ing him a strong contender for the title, 
while Robyn Keen won race eight and 
Blanckenberg the final one. 

But in the final tally, consistency 
counted, and it was Blanckenberg, the 
only skipper with all his results in the top 
ten and nine finishes in the top five, who 
fook the national title from Ryan Collins 
and Bruce Keen. 

The first girl was Astrid Sindle who fin
ished seventh, with Sarah Nankin being 
first in the under 15 age group finished 
15th. 

It was interesting to see eleven girls in 
the fleet. with Astrid Sindle. Robyn Keen 

and Katherine Sadler all finishing in the 
top ten. The number of girls sailing 
Dabbies appears to be on the increase, 
particularly in the Western Province and 
Gauteng. Regrettably the fleet in general 
in Natal is on the decline, and this awful 
trend needs to be addressed. 

Results 
1 Gareth Blanckenberg 
2 Ryan Collins 
3 Bruce Keen 
4 Alex Runciman 
5 Flynn Robson 
6 Astrid Sindle 
7 Robyn Keen 
8 David Hooper 
9 Chris Ainslie 
10 Katherine Sadler 

18 
33 
35 
37 
52 
63 
65 
65 
68 
88 

Before you IJIJy a new cmi1in11ait 
a,J J'OUIY8II 8 few 1/llicK ,uem-... 

NORTH SAILS offers lhree d1s1inc1 producl lines 
(Coaslal. Offshore and Premier) for sailors who 
use their boats primarily for cru1s1ng. To help 
you determine which sails would be best for 
your partrcular needs. we have designed the 
following ques1Ionnaire aboul your boat and 
cru,smg experience. Check the answers that 
bes1 describe you and your boat. then follow 
the mstruct1ons at the end of the questionnaire. 
A. What is the size of your boat? 

l Less man 35 feet 2 35.50 teet U3 Over 50 leet 

8. How would you describe your sailing skills? 
... 1 Fundamen1a1 u2 Expe11enced Ul Expert 

C. How olten would you buy a new malnsail for your boat? 
w 1 Onceevery8 years or more □ 2 Once every4-7 years 
.JJ Once eve,yJyea,so, less 

D. What percentage ol your saillng lime is spent racing? 
1 Less than l(h J 2 10-30"a □ 3 More 1han 30~o 

E. How many people normally sail in your crew? 
,1 Fewerlhan4 W2 4-6 03 Morethan6 

F. How much of your time do you spend sailing mre · 
than 10 miles lrom shore? 
.... 1 Lessthan10', lJ2 10-400,, Morethan40", 

Add up the six numbers you have checked and 
see where you Ill ,n the table below. Remember. 
1hIs Is a quick guide. You will undoubtedly have 
other needs and questions that should be dis
cussed with your local North Sails repre· 
sentat1Ve. 
Total Recommended 
points product line 

6-9 Coastal 

9·16 Offshore 

16-18 Premier 

\ 

Our Coastal Cruising Line is for daysailors 
and weekend cruisers with small or 
medium-sized boats. These sails are 
designed to provide good perfo~mance. 
sound durability and easy handling, yet 
they're surprisingly affordable. 

Ol&hore 
Our Offshore Cruising Line is intended for 
all types or cruising in medium-sized boats. 
These sails are great for coastal as well as 
offshore sailing in a wide range or wind 
conditions. They provide a great balance or 
durability. value and speed. 

Premier 
North's Premier Cruising Line offers the 
very best sails you can buy, providing the 
ultimate in performance. durability, 
appearance and prestige. They are designed 

-==!!'~ for larger yachts and all types of sailing 
from coastal to bluewater cruising. 

• Durab11iry 1s a very 1mportam componer11 et every Nor1h sail, wh1Cll 1s why we O()llm1ze sa11Cloth. panel layoul and cOOS1ruc11on oeta1ls 10 
provide long-lastmg 1/alue Perhaps tne best proot et our sails' pertermance 1s the tact !hal 1hey·ve been cl'lOSefl by rrany ol the mosl 
soccesslul bOa!s 1n the recent Whitbread and ortshore singlehanded races Now thafs e1u1ab1hty1 
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NORTH LOFTS 
CAPE TOWN: First Floor, Island Centre, Industry Street. Paarden Eiland 

P.0 Box 543 Paarden Eiland 7420 Tel.: (021) 511-2154 Fax (021) 510 1266 
OURBAN: 38a Winder Streel. Durban 4001 Tel. (031) 32-3624 Fax (031) 32-1606 

REPAIRS ALSO AT: JHB: TEXWISE Tel. 1011 \ 888-3812 
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