
1992 JUNIOR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
A near record fleet of 102 Optimists com
peted at Midmar in the 1992 National 
Championships. 

The fleet was boosted by 15 skippers 
from Zimbabwe (their first appearance 
since 1981) and Gustavo Lima, the 15 
year-old Portuguese National Champion 
who flew out specially for the regatta as 
part of his preparation for the World 
Championships a few weeks later in 
Brazil. 

As usual there were quite a few pre
race favourites in the South African camp. 
The European Champion, Alon 
Finkelstein, and the only skipper to beat 
him in South Africa this year, Rodger 
Hudson were probably the most tipped to 
win, or at least to give Lima some compe
tition. 

The winds during the regatta were 
"typically Midmar", light and switchy, 
requiring total concentration. Fortunately 
there were no drifters while the dreaded 
Midmar thunderstorms stayed away. This 
ensured that a fair regatta could be sailed. 

The established order was immediately 
upset in the first race when Sieraj Jacobs 
scored a convincing win over Lima and 
Finkelstein, with established names like 
Hudson and defending champion Charles 
Nankin out of the first ten. When Jacobs 
repeated this performance in race two, 
with total outsider Luc van der Walt from 
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OPTIMISTS 
by Hans Thysse 

Gusta110 Lima_ The young Portuguese 
sailor who won in a tense final_ 

Redhouse Yacht Club second and Gustavo 
third, the scene was set for a continuing 
match between Jacobs and the Portuguese 
National Champion. 

The only real opposition came from 
Finklestein, while he and Hudson did not 
do their chances any good by capsizing on 
the downwind legs. Hudson·s capsize on 
the first reach of the second race was par
ticularly expensive as he went from third 
to 35th. Finklestein capsized on the run 
whilst leading the fleet, but fortunately 
only lost two places. 

Hudson fought back to win race three, 
but thereafter was never really in the run
ning as Lima won the fourth and fifth 
races. 

Lima had his fifth race win taken away 
from him, as he had forgotten his tally, 
but a sloppily written sailing instruction 
provided a loophole which made re
instatement possible. It is highly disap
pointing that young Tony Runciman was 
not given the same treatment for the same 
offence. The only difference between the 
two cases was the experience of one com
petitor in how to present a protest, while 
an honest and inexperienced protester 
was disadvantaged and disqualified. One 
hopes that after this treatment Runciman 
will continue with his "honesty is the best 
policy" attitude in the future. 

Jacobs won race six, but not after hav
ing to put up a huge fight. He was forced 
to do a 720° penalty at the start, but luck
ily picked up a huge starboard lift which 
shot him into the lead. This meant that he 
went into race seven with a slim 3,4 point 
lead over Lima, with no other contenders 
for the title anywhere close to these two. 

Race seven turned out unfortunately to 
be Jacobs worst one of the regatta. In an 
unusual northerly wind the weather mark 
was placed right under the shore, resulting 
in extreme windshifts over the last 50 

metres to the mark, and finally the finish. 
Jacobs was clearly head of Lima 100 
metres before the first weather mark, but 
Lima picked up a gust which lifted him 
around in first place. Jacobs eventually
fought back bravely to finish second 
behind Lima who was elated to win the 
race and become the South African 
Champion. Jacobs second place in· the 
race placed him second overall, and gave 
him the title National Champion. 

Lima was a very popular winner, but all 
the South African skippers can be proud 
that the number five in the World did not 
walk all over them, but had to work for his 
victory. 

Jacobs was certainly the find of the 
regatta, and a youngster who rose to the 
occasion to lead the regatta overall at 
times, and who at the end of the day con
vincingly beat his South African peers, 
only to be pipped by a more experienced 
sailor who finished fifth in the previous 
world championships. 

Finklestein in third place overall was 
probably disappointed with his perfor
mance as after nine Nationals a win in 
this, his final event, would have been a 
well deserved crown on his career. 

Bruce Keen and Ryan Colling (4 and 5) 
produced some solid sailing, especially 
Bruce who as one of the heavier skippers 
has matured enough to be able to mentally 
handle light conditions which made all the 
difference to his positions. 

The biggest surprise of the Nationals 
(even to himself, I guess) must have been 
Luc van der Walt. A seventh in race one 
(probably a bit of luck, everyone thought), 
a second in race two, (luck twice is still 
possible), and then 7, 5, 14, 4 to finish 
sixth overall out of 98, just can't be all 
luck!. 

And then the Zimbabweans! What a 
pleasure to have 15 boats, a large support 
camp and cheers whenever one rounded a 
mark. After finding his feet in the first two 
races, Greg Finnigan (Mazoe) sailed five 
races in the top ten to finish seventh and 
Anthony Lewis was the first wooden boat 
skipper in 14th place, with Michael Thorn 
in 15th. Both Finnigan and Thorn scored 
seconds as their best races. 

The Clark trophy (for the first skipper 
under 12 years old) went to Sarah Nankin 
for the second successive year. 

Only four skippers sailed in the Novice 
fleet, which started five minutes after the 
main fleet and sailed a shorter course. 
Andrew van de Water (from Redhouse 
Yacht Club) showed the others his tran
som. 

The regatta was characterised by excel
lent sportsmanship throughout. 720° 
turns were performed without problem 
and almost no protests resulted, which is 
quite remarkable from a seven race - 98 
boat regatta. 

A 
DABBIE 

VIEWPOINT 
by Ian Mitchell 

These nationals sailed at Midmar must go 
down as one of the best Junior Nationals 
yet held. 

With the furore surrounding the 
SAYRA's proposed Youth Worlds selec
tion procedure and the inclusion of the 
Laser Radial and Laser II Nationals, expec
tations were that the Dabchick fleet which 
has shown strong growth in recent years 
would be reduced in size. Also the though 
of sailing with "plastic boats" on the same 
course brought visions of matchwood 
Dabbies at the gybe mark in strong winds. 
However all was well and no problems 
were encountered. 

In any event, 56 Dabchicks turned up 
to help make the biggest Junior Nationals 
for some years with a total entry of 186 
boats. 

Mark Sadler (The Master) was the 
Number 1 seed and proved his rating by 
winning the first three races in command
ing style. 

The last four races proved to be a dif
ferent story with Ralph Patterson taking 
one race and Tim Korving proving the 
find of the regatta. The son of well known 
Laser sailors Tim and Cecily Korving, Tim 
in only his second season in Dabchicks 
won two races leaving Sadler to pick up a 
fourth win. 

The regatta was sailed in predominant
ly light weather not suiting the Cape skip
pers and this showed with the top shp
pers coming from the Transvaal fleet. 

To put a lid on the event a meeting was 
held during the regatta by the SAYRA 
Youth Council and Provincial representa
tives to look at the future of Junior 
Nationals and the Youth selection proce
dure. After much discussion the decision 
to take the Laser classes out of the Junior 
Nationals was the best thing that could 
have happened. Junior Nationals will in 
future be sailed in Optimists and 
Dabchicks with the Youth Classes (i.e. all 
forms of Laser) sailing their Provincials, 
Nationals and selection regatta's in con
junction with the Senior Laser classes. 

Off the water organisation and enter
tainment was first class with cocktail par
ties, curry evenings, disco and a braai after 
the prize giving. 

The organisers can be proud of the 
way the event was run as they have set a 
new standard for an event of this nature. 
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OPTIMIST 
1 Gustavo Lima 
2 Sieraj Jacobs 
3 Alon Finkelstein 
4 Bruce Keen 
5 Ryan Collins 
6 Luc Van Der Walt 
7 Greg Finnigan 
8 Roger Hudson 
9 Andre Van Aurich 
10 David Hooper 

DABCHICK 
1 Mark Sadler 
2 Ralph Paterson 
3 Tim Korving 
4 Brendan Lee 
5 Andrew Lawson 

RESUl.,TS 
LASER 
1 Murray Donkin 
2 Stefan Aspeling 
3 Paul Changuion 
4 Arne Gething 
5 Barry Hundley 

LASER RADIAL 
1 Claire Hendrie 
2 Erica von Bredow 
3 Sarah Hendrie 

LASER 11 
1 Clifford Redfurn 
2 Dale Hudson 
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