
YOUTH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
NANKIN AND HUDSON DOMINATE OPTIMISTS 

The Junior Nationals are organised on 
a rotation basis by the four active junior 
provinces, Transvaal, Western Province, 
Natal and Eastern Province. So, you know 
beforehand, that a Transvaal year will be a 
light wind nationals, and a Western 
Province year strong blows. Right? 

Wrong! Last year's Vaal Dam Nationals 
are still remembered for the nice sailing 
breezes (most unusual, according to the 
locals). This year, the south easter, which 
had been haunting Saldanha Bay for the 
whole of November and the first two 
weeks of December, changed to a light 
switchy north wester for the first half of 
the Nationals, then became a moderate 
South Wester for a day, and only blew 16 
knots from the south for the last race. A 
more perfect and fair-to-all set of weather 
conditions could hardly have been wished 
for. 

All of this of course was unknown 
when on Friday 13 December the first 
competitors occupied their campsites at 
the SAS Saldanha. By Sunday afternoon, 
65 tents and caravans had been deployed, 
150 boats (of which 70 were Optimists) 
were entered and the event was kicked off 
with a welcoming party, catered for by the 
Navy. 

A tune-up race was sailed, and then the 
first race got under way in an 8 knot wind. 
A single general recall was needed to get 
the adrenaline-filled fleet off the line and 
Roger Hudson, Charles Nankin and Dale 
Hudson were the first skippers home, fol
lowed by Sieraj Jacobs, sailing his very 
first Nationals! David Hooper (5th) was 
the first Durban boat. Robin Paterson (9) 
and Alon Finkelstein (10) from the 
Transvaal had not quite settled down at 
this early stage. 

The second day was a remarkable day 
from a number of points. A light north 
westerly was still blowing and after a gen
eral recall, the fleet, with Christopher 
Ainslie, Alon Finkelstein and Sarah 
Nankin, who celebrated her 11th birthday, 
in the front group, sailed a difficult race in 
switchy conditions. In the third of four 
beats, there was a 45 degree shift, so the 
finish line was set up near the old wing 
mark, and the required C-flag with sound 
signals displayed at the leeward buoy. To 
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Sarah, now nicely in the lead, this was a 
totally new experience. As far as she was 
concerned, sound signals meant a finish 
so she stopped sailing! Finkelstein, always 
a gentleman, put her on the right track 
and the two started a tacking match up to 
the finish, which he won in the last 10 
metres with literally a two centimetre lead! 
Ainslie was third, while David Hooper 
who was going well in the light conditions, 
scored a fourth. 

During the race, Robin Paterson fell on 
his hand, fracturing it, which signalled the 
end of the regatta for him. It was a sad 
blow to the skipper, who three years ago 
at the age of 10, was the youngest one 
ever to qualify for the South African 
Team. 

It took two general recalls in the after
noon race to get the fleet away. When 
after 30 minutes the leaders had not even 
covered half of the first beat, it was decid
ed not to let the race become a lottery, 
and the cancellation signal was cheered at 
by virtually all skippers. 

The cancelled race three was sailed the 
following day in a light north wester, with 
lots of drama at the end. 

After the finish of the novices (more 
about them later) it appeared that the time 
limit of two hours would possibly be 
exceeded if a full race was sailed by the 
main fleet. In order to save the race 
(which was going well) a hasty decision to 
shorten was made, with the leading boats 
some 70 metres from the weather mark. 

Two shots were fired, the S flag dis
played and the committee boat quickly 
moved into as good a position as possible. 
At the bottom mark, Roger Hudson had a 
good lead on Charles Nankin, but at the 
time of the shorten course the two were 
engaged in a fierce battle for the lead. 
Finkelstein and Ainslie had gone to the 
port side of the course and picked up the 
new wind, with Dale Hudson, Bruce Keen 
and Sieraj Jacobs quite close. The moving 
committee boat confused Hudson, who 
went for the wrong end of the line and 
also got the new wind later than the oth
ers. Nankin finished first, Finkelstein sec
ond, Dale Hudson third, Ainslie fourth and 
Roger Hudson fifth. 

As Hudson considered that his position 

was influenced "by an act or omission of 
the race committee", he asked for redress, 
but after a hearing this was not upheld 
and the positions· stayed as they were. 

All in all this was a difficult and unfortu
nate incident for skippers, protest commit
tee and the bridge crew. 

Finkelstein won the fourth race from 
Keen and Pascal Schildt. Again, younger 
skippers did well in this race, with last 
year's novice winner, Mark Gething, 
fourth and last year's under-12 winner 
Robyn Keen fifth. 

Windless conditions the following day 
caused a postponement until the after
noon when ideal conditions in the form of 
an 8 - 12 knot breeze from the south west 
prevailed. The heavier skippers were mov
ing nicely and sitting out, and the smaller 
ones could still easily sail the two back-to
back races. The day was "cheap" in points 
for Nan kin ( 1 & 2) as well as Roger 
Hudson (3 & 1) and they therefore over
took Finkelstein in the overall standings. 

Only one race was left to sail ·and the 
following morning dawned with typical 
Saldanha summer conditions and 16 - 18 
knots of wind from right over the port 
captain's office. 

All Nankin had to do was finish in the 
top seven to win the title. Roger Hudson 
produced a crackerjack start (last year he 
needed pin-end bias to do this, now he 
seems to be able to do it from any point 
on the line) and led from start to finish. 
Nankin however made no mistakes. He 
was sixth at the top mark and slowly 
reeled in the others to finish second. 
Stephen Cloete, although still one of the 
smaller top skippers, revelled in these con
ditions and came third in front of Ryan 
Stoltz who had also been waiting all week 
for a good blow. 

Charles Nankin counted two first, three 
seconds and a fifth to score a well 
deserved win. Low-risk sailing, concentra
tion and good handling in all conditions, 
combined with good boatspeed in all wind 
strengths were the basis for his success. 

Roger Hudson sailed the best regatta 
he has ever sailed, and was Charles' only 
real threat. Finkelstein is still the master of 
the fickle conditions, but seems to lose 
competitiveness as soon as he moves to 

the gunnel. 
These three skippers have now 

between them sailed 17 Nationals and it is 
interesting to see how some newcomers 
were. doing. Ryan Collins, sailing his first 
Nationals ended eighth overall, Sieraj 
Jacobs scored a 2, 4 and 6 to end 12th 
overall. 

An innovation this year was the 'fleet 
system.' All boats were marked with red, 
blue or yellow stickers according to the 
skippers age (13-15, 11-12 and 10 and 
under respectively) and in addition to the 
overall results, fleet positions were also 
published. Fleet winners were Charles 
Nankin, Ryan Collins and Sarah Nankin 
respectively. There were small prizes for 
them and it is hoped to have trophies for 
these fleets in future. 

This regatta was the first selection 
event for the World Championship which 
will be held at the end of 1992 in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. Keen competition is 
expected in the months ahead to secure 
places in the team, which again will be 
supported by Active Sailtraining from 
Knysna. 

South Africa will also try to send a 
team to the European Championships in 
Denmark in July, but this depends on 
funding by the selected team members 
and their provinces. The purpose of the 
Europeans Team is to spread the opportu
nities for International competition more 
evenly over the provinces, whilst at the 
same time giving the very top skippers in 
the country a chance to sail in a big strong 
fleet before tackling the Worlds. 

OVERALL RESULTS 
OPTIMIST CLASS 

1 Charles Nankin 
2 Roger Hudson 

3 Alon Finkelstein 
4 Christopher Ainslie 

5 Dale Hudson 

6 Bruce Keen 
7 Stephen Cloete 

8 Ryan Collins 

9 David Hooper 
10 Pascal Schlidt 

DABCHICK CLASS 
1 Mark Sadler 
2 Andrew Lawson 

3 Charles Ainslie 
4 D Gafney 
5 Alister Keytel 

6 Mark Statham 

7 Brandon lee 
8 Cristoff Aspeling 

9 Nicholas Cloete 
10 Ralph Paterson 

LASER CLASS 
1 Mike Donkin 
2 Mike Haliburton 

3 Jeremy Williams 
4 Stephan Aspeling 

5 Clinton Wade-Lehman 

The following. short article on 

the Optimist Nationals was submitted by one of the competi
tors who chose to remain anonymous, and chose his own 

pseudonym. 
by Lee Ho Tu 

The 1991 Optimist Nationals was definitely one of the most hotly contested 
championships in recent years, with 70 competitors racing all out to be included in 
the first South African team to compete in the Worlds since 1982. 

Favourites came from all over the country to the Saldanha Bay Naval Base on the 
West Coast. From the Transvaal, Alon Finkelstein and Robin Paterson; from Natal, 
David Hooper and from Western Province, Roger Hudson and Charles Nankin. 

The expected wind conditions for Saldanha during the summer months are gener
ally fresh with a lot of 

chop. This year saw a more all-round, slightly lighter range of winds which gave a 
reasonably 'fair' result. 

The Western Province sailors, who came mostly from Zeekoevlei Yacht Club, 
dominated with seven in the top eight and 13 in the top 16. Unfortunately Robin 
Paterson broke his hand during the second race and was shore-bound for the rest of 
the regattas 

The top three were well ahead of the rest with Charles sailing consistently with 
two firsts. Roger achieved three firsts, but had too many results perilously close to the 
teens, while Alon won his two races in the lighter airs. 

The top ten were very experienced and this group is achieving an increasingly 
higher standard of racing. The less experienced sailors in the teens have a lot of 
speed and are very eager and often achieved positions in the top three. Notable of 
these was Sieraj Jacobs with a second and a fourth, Sarah Nankin with a second and 
Ryan Collins who came eighth in his first Nationals. 

The wind picked up to close on twenty knots for the team racing and Western 
Province won with no losses. 

The Naval base offered excellent launching and boat parking facilities for the 150 
boats (Dabbies and Lasers included) and the "Navy ladies" were always selling 
cooldrinks, pancakes, boerewors etc, and satisfied our appetites very well in-between 
races. The Officers did their utmost to keep us satisfied with their rugby field camp
site, Olympic size swimming pool and a free-of-charge fish braai among other things. 
Everyone rated the venue as a roaring success and the Navy seems eager to host 
more dinghy regattas. Thanks must definitely go to the parents who organized every
thing from toilet paper to supplying bridge boats. 
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