
JUNIOR NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

IT is fortunate that no bookmakers were 
present at this Junior National Champion-. 
ships, because they would certainly have 
lost a fortune! The only correctly predicted 
result was Clinton Wade-Lehman's Dab
chick victory, and even that was no runaway 

BY HANS THIJSSE 
victory with the final race being a nail-biting 
decider. 

In the Optimist class, the form book was 
all but thrown away. Although the new 
National Champion, Donovan ("Donny") 
Tait from Knysna was known to be a good 
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skipper, he was certainly not one of the 
hot favourites for the title, although 
consistent sailing on his behalf paid hand
some dividends. "Veleron" Nicholas Cloete 
from Hermanus turned out a good perfor
mance to finish second, but many other "hot 
shots" had to be satisfied with places far 
further down the ladder than they would 
have liked. 

Midmar Dam in Natal is an interesting 
place to sail. It is liked by those inland 
specialists who thrive on light switchy 
winds, yet is feared by coastal skippers who 
are used to hiking out in strong winds that 
come more or less from one direction. For 
Midmar, the conditions throughout this 
event were good and fair, giving all com
petitors a good cross-section of · winds. 
Drifting conditions were hardly expe
rienced. The Optimist skippers could more 
often than not sit on the gunnels while the 
Dabchicks skippers were seen to be hiking 
on occasions. Although the winds were 
certainly switchy, on no occasion was the 
fleet turned completely "inside-out" as can 
so often happen on inland waters. 

The Optimist fleet was enhanced with 
three overseas skippers, Franco Guilietti 
and Michelle Betta came from Italy, while 
Sophie Rees-Jones made the trip from 
England. The standard of sailing was 
exceptionally high particularly amongst 
some of the younger sailors, while many 
acts of good sportsmanship, both on and 
off the water were displayed. 

Donovan Tait after six of the seven races 
had secured his victory in the Optimist fleet, 
although Nicholas Cloete's second place 
overall was seriously threatened in the final 
race by 11 year old Christoff Aspeling, 
although Cloete managed to hold onto the 
silver medal. The surprise of the regatta -
and someone who shocked many of the 
established names - was certainly Robin 
Paterson. At 10 years old he was the only 
person to win two races, and in the process 
finished fourth overall, a fraction ahead of 
Brendan Lee. The worst luck of the regatta 
however, without doubt, went to Robin's 
brother, Ralph. After finishing seventh and 
third on the first day, he hurt his neck in 
his sleep and was unable to sail again. His 
genuine excitement about his younger 
brother's achievement showed a great 
sportsman! 

First Oppie girl home was Dale Hudson, 
finishing in ninth place overall, and at 12 
years old, also the first "under-13" outside 
the top five. In the Optimist fleet this has 

special meaning, as it qualifies her to join 
the South African team as an extra 
participant in their overseas tour later this 
year. No doubt, her proud father and 
Springbok yachtsman Dave Hudson, know
ing the benefits of international competition 
only too well, will ensure she competes. 

The novice Optimist section, consisting 
of nine sailors, all under-11 years old and 
sailing in their first ever championship, was 
also hotly contested. The trophy finally went 
to Barry Meyer of Pretoria, who beat 
Patrick Golch's and Orson Sorrill. 

In the Dabchick fleet, the competition in 
the top 12-or-so places was intense, with 
the final race really being the decider. 

Going into the last race, a mere 0.7 point 
separated Clynton Wade-Lehman and 
Jeremy Williams. The final race was 
certainly a winner takes all affair, although 
both John Rynhoud and Leon Michaelides 
had to win to have any chance of taking 
the gold. Wade-Lehman sailed a good 
tactical race finishing fourth, ensuring 
Williams and his other opponents were 
behind him. Both Wade-Lehman and 
Williams finished in the top ten in all races, 
except for their discard, and really stood 

· out head and shoulders above the rest. 
Malcom Hall who is only in his second 

season in Dabchicks won two races and 
finished thrid overall for the bronze. Alex 
Orton won the girls title for the second 
consecutive year, despite having done very 
little sailing in her Matric year. Four ex
Optimist National Champions sailed in the 
Dabchick fleet, and of these Ian Statham 
fared best, finishing 9th, with Stefan 
Aspeling 10th, Shaun Carkeek 14th and 
Michael Giles 18th. 

Last but not least, there were the Lasers. 
After a two-year absence, a Youth Laser 
fleet was again mustered, and was domi
nated by Martin Prest with the ideal and 
unbeatable score of six firsts! Second was 
last year's Dabchick Champion, Michael 
Haliburton and third Nicky Hooyber~. 
RESULTS 
OPTIMIST 
1 D. Tait 
2 N Cloete 
3 C Aspeling 
4 R Paterson 
5 Blee 
DABCHICKS 

1 5 352318 
2 2 685127 
5 16 2 10 4 9 3 
15 pms 1 16 3 6 1 
3 11 1128 7 1 4 

1 C Wade-Lehman 1 dnf 
3 
6 
4 
13 

6 1 9 4 
4 12 3 6 
1 17 5 1 
2 20 12 3 
20 3 10 10 

2 J Williams 
3 MHall 
4 C Walker 
5 J Rynhoud 
LASERS 

4 

27 
10 
2 

1 M Prest 1 1 1 1 1 1 
2 M Haliburton 13 dnf 2 2 2 2 
3 N Hooyberg 3 3 4 4 5 4 
4 B Gething 15 2 9 3 3 7 
5 A Bullock 9 11 3 7 7 2 
OPTIMIST (novices) 
1 B Meijer 2 3 
2 P Goldie 3 1 
3 0 Sorrill 1 2 

3 1 1 2 2 
ldnf711 
2dnf3 3 6 

Lg 
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Clinton Wade-Lehman, the new National Dabchick champion. 
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