
II TUNSVAAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRAP-UP II 

V ERY close competition was seen in the fleet 
of 21 Fireballs and the results were open 

until the final race:The first round, sailed in fair 
winds, was won by Rob de Vlieg, who came 
straight from the Vaal Dam, where he and his 
crew from Pretoria Sailing Club were the overall 
winners of Sailsure Keelboat Week. Close on 
his transom were the team of Helgard Dann
hauser and D Isaacs and it was thought that 
these two crews would dominate the champion
ships. 

Chri Kitchin and C Bradley won the second 
race from Dannhauser and Trevor Amoils and 
Ric hard Parker from East Rand . This round 
was sailed in light winds on the Sunday morning 
with the conditions becoming even lighte r for 
the third race, which was won by Dannhauser. 

Good stead y winds prevailed on the Mo nday 
and three races could be completed. Ivan 
Gibbons with his crew Glen Heydenrych took 
first place in two of these races and the results 
now depended o n the final round . Patrick 
Mitchell and J Viera won this fina l race giving 
overa ll victory 10 Gibbons and Heydenrych who 
were closely followed by Dannahuser and Viera. 
A tie for third place had lo be resolved on 
lowest discard points resulting in Mitchell 

The top three in the Laser fleet at the 
Transvaal championships; from left: 
Martin Prest, second overall, Oscar de 
Weijer, first, and Rowan Clark third . 

Top Sprog teams at the Tr ansvaal 
champs; from left : Jeanne Kaldenhaven 
with sk ipper Derek Robinson , t h i rd , 
skipper John and David W right, second, 
and Heid i and skipper Francois Uys, f ir st . 

The top of the Gypsy fleet (from left); 
Ralph Patterson with skipper Mark 
Sadler, third. Raymond Mcluckie with 
skipper Jos Hooyberg, second, and Terry 
(sk ipper) and Robin Patterson, first. 
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beating Rob de Vlieg and S Baum . 
Close racing was also seen in the GP 14 class, 

sailing al the same venue. Carlo and Glen 
Brovelli were the winners of the firs! race follow
ed by Ken and Mark Bennelts and Tim Brown 
with Wayne Aspeling. The second race was 
won by Ken Bennelts followed by the Brovellis 
and Dave and Delene Hawkins. The stage was 
set for some exciting racing. However the Bro
vellis proved lo be a formidable team and took 
the following three rounds 10 be clear winners 
from the rest of the fleet. 

The Laser II class was scheduled 10 compete 
in these championships but on ly two teams 
arrived al Pretoria Sailing Club. In view of the 
fact that there are I 00 Laser 11 boats registered 
in the Transvaal, it is inexplicable why a class 
could not be mustered for the event and confirms 
the fear that the numbers of competitively racing 
boats are declining. 
Results - Transv1111l Championships 
Fireb11Us: 1 Ivan Gibbons and Glen Heydenrych 
- PSC (14,4) 
2 Helgard Dannhauser and Dave Isaacs 
ERYC (19) 
3 P Mitchell and J Viera - RSC (24,7) 
4 Rob de Vlieg and S Baum - PSC (24,7) 

GP 14 
1 Carlo and Glen Brovelli - ERYC (3) 
2 Ken and Mark Bennells - ERYC (14) 
3 Dave and Delene Hawkins - ERYC (33, 1) 
4 Mike Hoepper and C Kuhn - ERYC (36,7) 

The Transvaal Junior Championships were 
sailed at Transvaal Yacht Club on the Harte
beespoort Dam. Extremely strong conditions 
prevailed during the racing on the first day and 
the younger skippers battled to keep their boats 
upright. As the wind picked up, many of the 
novices did not altempt to sail the third race. 

T hese conditions however favoured the 
coastal youngsters, who dominated the Dab
chicks, with Clinton Wade-Lehman, who recent
ly won the Natal Junior Championships, being 
in the lead from Murray Donkin at the halfway 
mark. 

In the Optimist class, Cristoph Aspeling and 
Alen Finkelstein of Pretoria Sailing Club ballled 
for the lead and blocked the challenge from 

Durban 's Ryan Turner, who is the current Natal 
Optimist Champion. Christoph and Alen, who 
was runners-up in the Natal championship, sailed 
ex tremely well and kept the older skippers in 
check. 

On the second day of the championship the 
wind dropped soon after daybreak and after 
waiting a ro und all morning il was decided to 
abandon any further racing. This mean! that 
the c hampionships had to be decided on the 
three rounds sa iled with no discards and the 
positions at the halfway mark were also the final 
placings. 

Several Optimist skippers sailed their first 
championships in the Dabchick class during 
this event. The most successful of these ex 
Optimist skippers was Jos Hooyberg , who 
narrowly beat Mark Sadler in the under 15 years 
section. 

The yellow T-shirt for the winner of the B 
fleet was won by Christopher Sparvis. who now 
moves up to the A fleet. 
Results - Transv1111l Championships 
D11bchlcks 
1 Clinton Wade-Lehman - Natal (10) 
2 Murray Donkin - Natal (14) 
I Stephan Aspeling - PSC (17,4) 
first Girl: Sigi von Bredow 
Under 15 
1 Jos Hooyberg 
2 Mark Sadler 
3 P Silverbauer 
Optimist 
I Christoph Aspeling (13) 
2 Aton Finkelstein (17,4) 
3 Ryan Turner (Durban) (23) 
Under 12 
I Christoph Aspeling 
2 Alen Finkelstein 
3 Robin Patterson 
Under 11 : Robin Patterson 
Under 10: Richard Tanner 
First Girl: Lucy Picher (Natal) 
Optimist B Flee t 
1 Christopher Spavins 
2 Eugene van Aurich 
3 Andre van Aurich 
Banana Trophy: Breit du Preez 

Jo Beenh11kker 

Zululand Yacht Club Opening Cruise 
WITH the weather forecasts for Sunday 
October 9 predicting rain and gale force winds 
it seemed that there would be only a few 
members al the Zululand Yacht Club al Richards 
Bay for the annual opening c ruise . As it turned 
out both the weather and the turn-out were 
exceptional. 

The sail past saluted by the Commodore Colin 
Craig saw over 60 different craft including the 
NSRI Spin·t of Richards Bay. 13 keelers, a dug
out canoe from the Pacific islands and many 
other small c raft. The walk-on moorings at 
Richards Bay have just been completed and it 
did seem as if they allracted the larger crowds 
(about 250 people) this year. 

Immediately after the sail past the first race 
of the season for keelers took place. The 
handicap race, with 13 entries. was convincingly 
won by Ma1•erick. skippered by Colin Lawrence. 
It was one of the few days that South Africa's 
largest cargo handling port was not busy, and 
the port captain gave permission for part of the 
port to be used for the race. 

The Spiril of Richards Bay assisted the club 
by providing an o uter marker and one of the 

channel buoys was used inside the port. The 
unusually confined conditions resulted in some 
close shaves and anxious moments . Carreg, skip
pered by Tony Soars, ran aground and was 
sportingly assisted by Tavana Kiki (a cat with 
less than a metre draught ). Tony is convinced 
that he would have won on handicap had it not 
been for his misfortune / misjudgement. The boat 
that needs to be watched is New Zealander 
Contour of Cuthill. which started 10 minutes 
after the gun and ended up second, only to be 
disqualified for not having entered officially! 
The full results are: 
1 Maverick - Colin Lawrence 
2 Scot Free - Stuart Angus 
3 Windsong - Mark Austen 

If all race days are as successful as this one, 
then ZYC is in for a good season. The forty or 
so boardsailors up from Durban were also not 
disappointed . They had first class conditions on 
flat water or waves all weekend and those whose 
wives stayed at home because they thought it 
would be dirty at Richards Bay will surely attend 
the next time . 

Di Butler 
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I Close Competition at Boskop I 
T HREE dinghy classes participated in the 

Transvaal Provincial Championship sailed 
at Boskop Yacht Club: Lasers with 39 entries, 
Sprogs with 15 entries, Gypsys with 24 entries. 

Boskop certainly put their best foot forward 
and produced an unforgettable regatta. Saturday 
and Monday the races were sailed in strong to 
very strong winds and on Sunday the wind was 
medium strength. Five races in all were sailed. 

T HE LASER CLASS 
The Lasers were very competitive with Martin 

Prest , sailing for Defence. and Rowan Clark of 
PYC. who recently sailed the US National 
Championships. selling the pace in the first race 
and finishing first and second respectively. A 
del ighted Sean Nel of Boskop finished third, 
followed by Brian Magner of Pretoria, the first 
master , and Oscar de Weijer of Benoni. Brian 
was up there for the whole regalia and won the 
third race in style. After race one Oscar 
dominated the regatta with three firsts and o ne 
second. 

Not that Oscar had it all his own way. Martin , 
Rowan and Brian, as well as Kevin Pettipher. 
also sailing for Defence, were up there pulling 
on the pressu re and providing spectators on 
shore with exciting . tactical racing . · 

Race 2, won by Oscar, provided a slight upset 
when Perry Hyde and Bruce Cameron. both 
sailing for Defence, finished second a nd third 
respectively after some good racing. followed 
by Rowan and Kevin. 

Race 3 was closely contested once again , and 
ended with Brian in the lead , followed by Oscar, 
Rowan. Martin and Kevin. 

The first three positions in Race 4 were taken 
by Oscar , Rowan and Martin , followed by David 
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Isabel Hooyberg 
Reports 

Johnston, sailing for Wits and Nicholas Hooy
berg. sailing for Defence. Nicholas felt some
what better after this race as he had been dogged 
by gear failure resulting in a DNF. loss of places 
in Race 4, combined with a PMS in Race I. 

The first five positions in race five reflected 
the overall finishing positions in the Laser fleet. 
Oscar first, Martin second. Rowan third , Brian 
fourth and Kevin fifth. 

Albert van Kersen , an old Boskop member , 
travelled all the way from George 10 participate , 
and Lester Johnston sailing for Defence but 
based in the Cape, also showed that his loyalties 
still lie in the Transvaal. Rowan Clark flew all 
the way from America , arriving on 7 October 
and sailed the regatta in Peter Prest 's Laser. 

Hats off to Janel Magner, the first and only 
lady of the Laser c hamps. She convincingly 
controlled her Laser in the strong winds of the 
regalia, finished all the races and had her best 
pos itions on Monday. with winds gusting up 10 

JO knots. 

THE SPROG C LASS 
The Sprog Class was strongly contested and 

provided some of the most exciting sailing of 
the Championship. The trophy could have gone 
10 any of six or seven teams before the start of 
the regatta. There was also much buzzing about 
Stephan Kuhn , ex Enterprise and Laser champ 
who launched his Sprog 1053 on Saturday after 
a break of some years from racing. He is sailing 
for Pretoria together with wife Colleen, who is 
brand-new to sailing. 

Race five was an exciting finish to an excellent 
championship for the Sprogs. As four different 
teams had won the first four races. excitement 
was running high and many calculations were 
made before launching, to brave the strongest 
wind yet. Francois and Heidi won convincingly, 
which bagged them the gold just 0,7 points ahead 
of John and David . Second position in the race 
went to Derek and Jeanne, third 10 Nico and 
Rae, fourth 10 John and David and fifth to 
Malcolm and Debbie . 

The firs t five overall positions in the Sprong 
class were, Francois and Heidi first. John and 
David second. Derek and Jeanne third. Nico 
and Rae fourth, Dennis and Darryll fifth. What 
the Sprog class doesn't have in numbers at the 
moment. it certainly makes up for in qua lity of 
racing. 

T HE GYPSY C LASS 
A very keen Gypsy class took to the water 

and produced exciting sailing and racing. 
Tactical tuss les took place all the way down the 
fleet, but the top of the fleet particu larly 
provided some excellent racing . Terry and 
Robin Paterson of Boskop dominated the 
regalia, winning with four firsts and one second. 
Terry employed his 37 years of racing experience 
successfully. outwilling and outmanoeuvering 
skippers, Jos Hooyberg and Mark Sadler. Jos. 
who is new to the class but not new to racing, 
piued his seven years of experience against 
Terry and together they fought it out far ahead 
of the fleet in races two, three and four. 

The first five positions in the Gypsy class 
were, Terry and Robin first. Jos and Raymond 
second, Mark and Ralph third, Terry and Val 
fourth (first masters) and Mike and Jane (fifth). 

Transvaal Championship Regatta 
Carlo and Glen Brovelli were convin
c ing w inners of the GP 14 Transvaal 
Championships. 

2 Mark Sadler. r unner-up in the Dab
chick under 15 years. w ith Ryan Haag
man . 

3 Chris Kitch in and C Bradley , conten
ders in the Fireball Championships. 

4 One of the 21 Fireball crews enjoying 

t he br ief gusts . 
5 Mike Hoepper and C Kuhn, who finish

ed fourth in the GP 14s, followed by 
Jon and Lee Hawkins. 

6 Runners-up in the GP 14s were Ken 
and M ark Bennetts. 

7 Th i rd in the GP 14 Championships 
were Dave and Delene Hawkins. 
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