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THE Optimist team selected at the Junior 

Nationals at Saldanha last December 
and consisting of National Champion 
Michael Giles with Jos Hooyberg, Charles 
Ainslie, Nicholas Cloete and Michael Mag
ner, supplemented with "Under- I 3" mem
ber and winner of the Clarke trophy Greg 
Barker, had to contend with unusual prob
lems during their overseas tour but all in 
all certainly came out smiling! The diffi
culty was the extremely light winds during 
the US National, causing five races to be 
cancelled or abandoned, therefore giving 
a not-valid regatta of only two races. 
Further, while in the United States chicken
pox grounded half the team for some 
time. 

Let's take it from the start. When we 
arrived at Annapolis, on Cheasapeake Bay 
on August 4 the winds were light as usual 
during the time of the year, but when we 
practised on Saturday 6 there was suffi
cient wind to sail a bit. On Sunday, our 
boys were joined for their practice by US 
Worlds team member Tracey Hayley, but 
by that time the wind had died to virtually 
nothing so the training had to be can
celled. 

After measuring and the usual fitting of 
correctors and adjustments to sails the 
first race in the US Nationals started on 
Monday afternoon. The wind was reason
able to start with, but dropp d during the 
race and became quite switchy. Mike and 
Nick sailed a very good race and ap
proached the finish in the group of five 
leading boats. About 100 m from the finish 
the wind did a 100° turn and it became a 
run. Mike picked up first, but Nick who 
was closer to the line won the first race. 
Mike was five Charles 15, Greg 19, Mi
chael G 20 and Jos 24. The wind had now 
disappeared completely and we packed 
up for the day. 

The next day dawned without wind and 
only at 2.30 was a start managed. This 
race, with again a very light and switchy 
wind, was marked by a disastrous start by 
Michael G, resulting in a 57, but was a 
good race for Greg and Michael M who 
finished third and seventh respectively. 
To everyone's surprise, the committee 
called it a day at this stage, just when a 
nice wind came up, and they decided to 
send the fleet back to the Academy. The 
next day, the race was abandoned after 
the two and a half hour time limit ran out 
and we were left with a two-race series, 
where there were three races necessary 
for a valid championships. There was no 
championship results, just place trophies 
for the first five and for the the first five in 
each "fleet" - Red for 13-15, Blue for 
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ts Score Success 
1 l-12and White for ten and below. For us, 
Mike Mand Nick picked up four and five 
overall respectively. Greg was seventh 
overall and first in Blue fleet. It was a pity 
about the wind, we could have left an SA 
name on a floating trophy for the first 
time. Charles finished 17, Jos 19 and 
Michael Giles with his disastrous 57 in 
35th overall. 

The next day was reserved for team 
racing. However, in the morning Jos came 
with the announcement that he had "spots'' 
which looked like chickenpox. This was 
confirmed by the doctor, thus putting him 
out of action for five days. We now had 
five skippers for two teams of four boats 
each. The two Michaels, Nick and Charles 
formed one team, for the other team we 
combined Greg with Martin, a good Ar
gentinian skipper, and two relatively inex
perienced US boys. There were a total of 
12 teams, split in two groups of six each 
sailing a round robin to decide who would 
go through to the final round and which to 
the consolation round. We called the all 
South African team the "Southern Com
fort" and the mixed one "Unique United". 

In the preliminary rounds, Unique United 
won one race and had to be content with a 
place in the consolation round whilst SC 
sailed well and easily made it to the finals. 
In the final round the competition was ex
tremely close. SC lost their first two races 
because of relatively minor but still co tly 
mistake . The third was also a loss because 
of a protest, which put Southern Comfort 
fifth overall, which is a pity. They could in 
my view easily have been second and may
be even first! 

Unique United got it together in the 
consolation round. Greg and Martin had 
to carry the team but do this well, manag
ing to score five wins and therefore win
ning this round and the Naval Academy T
shirts! 

It was time to pack up and travel north 
to Shelter Island, a small island in the 
eastern "fork" of Long Island where a two
day regatta was planned. Fortunately the 
wind here was better than at Annapolis, 
although still lightish. 

In a 69 boat fleet, Greg and Mandy 
Brenner built up a massive lead over the 
rest of the fleet and the battle between 
them was decided in Greg's favour only in 
the last 50 m to the line. Nicholas placed 
fifth, Mike M seventh, Mike G and Charles 
between tenth and 20th. The second race 
was won by Mandy in shifty conditions 
and a shortened course. South Africans 
place second, third and fourth. (Mike M, 
Mike G and Greg respectively), Charles 
was ninth. Nicholas went on the wrong 
side of a shift and had to catch up from 
30th at the halfway mark. There was no 
fooling around at this regatta and a third 
for the day was started. 

Again our boys sailed well. Behind 
Mandy, who seems to have it all her own 
way, they were all in the first 10: Nick 
three, Mike M four, Mike G five, Greg 
seven, and Charles ten. Of course Jos was 
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Team manager Hans Thijsse reports 
on the Optimist team's American and 
European Campaign. 

still grounded because of his chickenpox. 
He had a very hot and itchy day. 

The next day again was light and was 
the first time that Mark Mendelblatt, the 
undisputed number one in the USA for 
the past few years, showed his talent. 

The first race was also a good one for 
Charles. He finished third but the others 
did not have such a good time, although 
they all picked up places after a poor first 
heat. It was encouraging to see that they 
knew to keep on fighting and with good 
reward. 

The last race was a good one again. 
Wind was about 10-12 knots but with 
plenty of windshifts to test the boy's skills. 
Greg picked up from eighth after the first 
boat to second at the finish with Nick third 
and Mike M sixth. The race was actually 
very close between the first ten boats. 
Charles and Michael G finished in the low 
tens. At the prize-giving there were only 
results per "fleet". Greg won blue fleet 
(again), Nick was third and Mike fourth in 
red. whilst Mike G and Charles tied for 
seventh. These were nice results, and I 
worked out that overall Greg was third 
and Mike fourth, Nicholas fifth, Mike G 
ninth and Charles tenth. 

We said goodbye to our new friends and 
swapped T-shirts and addresses. After a 
day in New York City it was time to leave 
the USA and get a taste of Europe. We 
flew to Zurich and took three trains to 
Brescia, a town south of Lake Garda. 

The Italian regatta was called the 'World 
Youth Festival' and consisted of two indi
vidual regattas of two races each, a long 
distance race and two team events. The 
'Omkafe' trophy, sailed at Aqualiesca, 
about 20 km from Riva, was the first 
regatta. In the first race, the wind was 
light and there was a counter-current along 
the coast. Our boys were clever enough to 
try out the course beforehand and were 
the only ones to pick up the current. The 
result was spectacular. Mike M first in a 
Nod Est boat, Nick two, Michael G four, 
Charles five. Jos was also there in the early 
stages but sailed out of the current in the 
last beat and finished 13, with Greg 15. 

The second race, the following day, 
saw Nick four, Mike M five and Michael G 
six. This gave Mike first overall and Nicho
las second and each a trophy. Michael G 
was four, Charles seven, Jos 12 and Greg 
20. Next was the long distance race. On 
Lake Garda, the prevalent thermal wind 
was a southerly which started at about 11 
am and picked up to 15-25 knots, depend
ing on the temperature and died down by 
7 pm. The stretch from Aqu~fre~ca to 
Riva was 20 km in a northerly d1rect1on -
a run. 

The fleet started in a light breeze and 

stayed close together for the first hour. 
Then it started picking up and the fleet 
spread. Mike M capsized but recovered 
quickly. Greg and Charles were in the 
front five boats, Michael G and Nicholas 
were not far behind. As the wind got 
stronger and stronger Greg started going 
really fast and built up a 300 m lead on 
number two, a Belgian girl. He did how
ever take a lot of risk and unfortunately 
had to pay the price - a capsize in a 25-
knot wind with a confused chop. 

By this stage all rescue and committee 
boats had their hands full and there was 
therefore no finish line near the harbour of 
the CV Altogarda. This obviously caused 
great confusion and the organisers decided 
to award the first place to all three claim
ants of this position. Michael Magner, the 
Belgian girl and a Spanish boy. Everyone 
else got a fourth! 

It was not the best solution but one we'll 
have to live with. 

The next day was set aside for team 
racing. We entered two teams each con
sisting of three South Africans and a 
Belgian. Both teams easily made it into the 
final round of three teams. There was not 
too much real team-racing going on in the 
15-20 knot wind and our boys were so 
much fasterthan their opposition that they 
won it on speed alone. To our surprise the 
Spanish team did not make the finals, so it 
was our two teams plus an Italian one. As 
our teams both easily beat the Italians it 
was a SA-SA match which was also the 
only close race. In the end, Michael G, Jos 
and Greg with Laure Grecourt from Bel
gium beat Nick, Mike M Charles and 
Yannick Grecourt. 

For the second team event, the orga
nisers put the teams together. Each team 
consisted of a good, a bad and two medium 
skippers based on the results of the Aqua
fresca regatta. The whole thing was a bit 
of a disaster expecially when the organisers 
just ran one race and added the individual 
scores to give team positions. Apparently 
the team with Michael Giles and Greg 
won and the other team with Charles was 
second. The whole thing was terribly con
fusing and the end influenced the total 
result more than it should. 

The final event was a two-day two-race 
regatta on Ledro Lake, in the mountains 
about 30 minutes from Riva. The whole 
circus moved there and we had a race in 
extremely switchy light wind. At this stage, 
both Michaels had the chickenpox which 
is really a great pity since they were leading 
the event. Anyway there was not much we 
could do about it and Nicholas kept up the 
honours by finishing third in the first race 
with Jos eighth, Greg ninth and Charles 
DSQ for hitting the mark with his boom 
without being aware of the fact. The jury 
threw in a bit of rocking and pumping for 
good measure but it was a bit of a messy 
situation, particularly with the language 
problem. ► 

The boys spent the evening at a fun-fair 
called Gardaloma and the following day was 50 
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THE third annual inter-club First Bow
ring Oppy Masters was held at the 

Murray Park Yacht Club on July 30th and 
31st. The event achieved a number of 
noticeable firsts - a record fleet, its first 
ever senior Springbok skippers and heated 
controversy over the final results. 

A staggering 40 Oppies and 43 skippers 
entered the regatta. This is probably the 
largest Oppy fleet assembled in the Trans
vaal in recent years. It exceeded the entries 
for the Transvaal Provincials as well as 
the number of Transvaal Oppies in last 
year's Nationals. 

Junior O timist Team In Europe 
◄ the last race. The wind was fortunately a 

lot better than the previous day and Greg 
scored a three, Charles an eight, whilst 
Nick and Jos could not manage more than 
12 and 15 respectively. The Spaniard 
Sabate won this event with two firsts. 
Belgian Laure Grecourt was second and 
Italian Ivana Grighenti third. It was the 
first time during the week that we were 
outside the trophies. Greg was however 

, fourth, Nick fifth, Jos ninth, Charles 35th 
with his DSQ. 

When everything was added up, seven 
results minus two discards, it appeared that 
Nicholas had won the event, just 1,3 points 
ahead of Sabate, the Spaniard in the red 
boat. This earned him an enormous trophy 
and of course it cost us a bottle of cham
pagne with the Spaniards in the hotel that 
night. It was of course very much worth it. 
Michael Giles was sixth overall, Greg 
seventh, Charles eighth and Jos ninth. 
Mike Magner was 12th because he had to 
count the 'strange' team race. We all 
agreed that he would have had a good 
chance to win or be second if he had been 
able to sail the last regatta: an eighth in 
one race would have been enough! 
Michael Giles would possibly have been 
fourth or fifth as his team-race was not too 
bad. The prize-giving was a nice affair 
with the Italian TV, big signs with the 
names of participating countries, including 
ours for a change, and many speeches. 

That brought the regatta to a fitting 
conclusion. Looking back it was very satis
fying to see the improving standard of our 
top skippers. All six boys sailed extremely 
well, both in the US and in Italy. I really 
think that we are capable of winning the 
US Nationals or the North American re
gatta next year if politics and finances 
allow us to attend. 

The Italian event has the potential of 
being a very strong and worthwhile re
gatta, especially if it is organised earlier, 
before the Northern European sailors go 
back to school and it does not clash with 
other regattas. I hope we will be able to 
sail there again at some stage as well. We 
also hope to attract some international 
competition at our own Nationals this year. 
A few Italians, an American and an Argen
tinian seem very interested to come and 
this would of course be a great boost to 
our Nationals, at Midmar from 28 Decem
ber to 3 January. 
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Hans Lamers reports on the Optimist 
Masters regatta. 

The calibre of some of the skippers was 
also astounding. Amongst the old rabble, 
and the not quite so old, were Springboks 
Walter Davy and Jurgen Coblenz, National 
Flipper Class Champion Graeme Willis, 
former Provincial Gypsy Class Champions 
Dave Aardts and Mike Sadler and Dolphin 
Class Grand Prix winner Howard Hughes. 
No less noticeable were sailing stalwarts 
Terry Paterson, Chris Hecker and Alex 
Schon. Terry Paterson enjoyed the advan
tage of the experiences he gained while 
becoming New Zealand's National P Class 
Champion during his youth. 

In true Oppy Master tradition, the re
gatta rules were vague, with the host club 
only announcing that as many races as 
possible would be sailed (no discards) and 
that the team scoring system would be 
decided on at the regatta. An overall 
theme for the Oppy Masters has always 
been to favour those clubs with the great
est grassroots Oppy support and to prevent 
the First Bowring floating trophy from 
falling prey to trophy hunters. 

Two races were sailed back to back on 
Saturday afternoon in a typically light 
Transvaal breeze. These conditions ob
viously suited Terry Paterson, Walter 
Davy and Ron Caldecott as they finished 
first, second and third respectively in both 
races. 

On Sunday, conditions changed and the 
regatta was favoured by an early, if some
what gusty, moderate August blow. Jur
gen Coblenz, who took over the helm from 
Dion Smit, showed his class by earning 
two second places (in race 3 and race 4) 
and a first in the last race. Had he sailed 
the whole weekend, he would have been a 
serious contender for the Masters title. 
Walter Davy continued with his good form 
by clinching first place in race 3 before the 
wheels fell off somewhat. In the last two 
races he could only manage a sixth place 
each time. The always consistent Terry 
Paterson took the third spot in race 3 and 
race 5 and posted his third win of the 
regatta by crossing the line first in race 4. 
Peter Lee recorded a good third place in 
race 4. 

The stronger winds took a severe toll on 
knees and elbows, which resulted in a large 
number of DNC's in the last three races. 

With a regatta score of 11,4 points, 
Terry Paterson easily regained his Oppy 
Masters title. Team mate Walter Davy 

Skipper Age Club Race 
1 --- - -- -

Terry Paterson 43 Boskop 1 
Wa I ter Davy 39 Boskop 2 
Janet Magner 32+ Pretoria 6 
Ron Caldecott 64 Erm>a rent i a 3 
Mike Egan 51 Erm>a renti a 5 
Dion Smit/Jurgen 
Coblenz • -- Lake Deneys 20 
Leo Gi te I son 37 Pretoria 10 
Howard Hughes 
Dave Stewart/Mark 

46 Murray Park 12 

Davey • -- Boskop 14 

came second with 29,4 points. Some excel
lent sailing by Janet Magner earned her 
overall third place with 47 ,7 points as well 
as the Oppy Mistress title. Manuela Lamers, 
last year's Oppy Mistress, only survived 
one race and finished a lowly thirty seventh. 

Because of the large number of entries, 
the host club announced a team scoring 
system which tabulated each club's best 
five performances from the overall regatta 
results. Clubs with less than five entries 
carried DNC scores. The club results were: 

Club No. of Points 
Entries 

1 Emmarentia 10 
2 Pretoria 7 
3 Murray Park (A) 584,0 

480,8 
494,4 

4 Boskop 3 589 ,8 
5 Lake Deneys 4 808,0 
6 Murray Park (B) 7 900,0 
7 Mountain 2 968,0 
8 Benoni 2 982,0 

The club results raised a storm of pro
test from the Boskop team which would 
have done the America's Cup proud. Terry 
Paterson took to the floor to warn future 
organisers not to 'fiddle" with regatta re
sults. Although he may well have had the 
future success of the regatta at heart, the 
thoughts he expressed are contrary to the 
original concept of the Oppy Masters 
which deliberately allows the host club a 
free hand with all sailing instructions. In 
defence of their decision, the host club 
pointed out that because of the size of the 
fleet (forty), the switch of the club team 
size from the four used last year (when the 
fleet size was only twenty five) can hardly 
be seen as a major shift from the prece
dent set last year. Technically speaking, 
the host club did not infringe their regatta 
notice nor their sailing instructions and 
the team scoring system as used was per
fectly valid. 

The Oppy Masters, probably the only 
serious "fun" regatta in the Transvaal, has 
come of age and has joined the ranks of 
more important regattas. Its popularity 
has seemingly raised the status of the Oppy 
Masters title and the First Bowing floating 
trophy to a level not previously envisaged. 

First Bowring sponsored an Oppy sail 
for the winner and made a generous cash 
donation towards the overseas Oppy Team 
travelling expenses. Together with en
trance fees, funds raised from the evening 
meal and a donation from host club Mur
ray Park, the regatta raised some R500 
towards this worthy cause. 

Race Race Race Race Place Points 
2 3 4 5 - - - -- --
1 3 1 3 1 11 ,4 
2 1 6 6 2 29.4 
4 4 5 5 3 47, 7 
3 13 10 2 4 49,4 
6 6 11 7 5 63,4 

DNF 2 2 1 6 74.0 
11 5 13 11 7 79.0 
10 17 14 4 8 85,0 

13 12 7 13 9 89,0 
*First skipper listed sailed race 1 & 2, second skpper listed sailed race 3 to race 5. 
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GREAT RESULTS 
FROM QUALITY SAILS 
IS NOT THE ONLY THING 
IN A SAIL LOFT'S LIFE 
BUT HELL IT IS NICE TO WIN! 

HOODSAILMAKERS S.A.: 
Flrsl Floor. Island Centre. 
Paarden Eiland Road. P.O. Box 543. 
Paarden Elland. Cape Town. 
Telephone (021) 51-2154/5. 
Fax (021) 51-4271 
HOOD SAILS TRANSVAAL: 

Lipton Cup Results: 
Overall: 1st, 2nd & 3rd (All Hood Bi-radial and Tri-star sails). 
Top 10 L26's: Of 70 sails used, 60 were Hood. 

Crystic Week: 
Overall L34 class: 1st (Full suit of Hoods) 
Overall: L26 class: 1st & 4 of top 5 (All Hoods) 

Vasco Da Gama Ocean Race: 
Overall: 1st (Goblet) 

Kwikot Week: 
Overall (PHRF): 1st (Full suit Hood SPECTRA) 

Cape Agulhas Ocean Race: 
Overall: 1st (Full suit Hoods incl. SPECTRA headsails) 

C-STAR single handed transatlantic: 
Overall monohull: 

class 1: 2nd (full suit Hoods incl. SPECTRA No. 1 & 3) 
class 2: 2nd (all sails except furling genoa) 

HOOD SAILS TOTAL COMMITMENT 
TO THE SPORT CREATES 

BETTER PRODUCTS, 
BETTER SERVICE 

Peter Hlshln. 124 Norle1 Road. Amalgam. 
Johannesburg. Telephone (011) 839-1810. AND BETTER 

BACKUP FOR 
SAILORS 
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