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GEOFF MEEK.WALKS 
. · FIREBAU CLASS 

Geoff Meek and Charles Bongers · (either a Koper cut by himself or 
domination of the Fireball was a McNamara) and a controllable 
complete and virtually unchallen- rig which can bend a lot if required 
ged as they sailed to three firsts to flatten the baggy main. 
and a second to take top honours The mast is a local sectiqn made 
in the class. · up by Geoff himself. When the 

· Les Nathanson came second rig is set to 'be very stiff, Geoff 
overall and Jean-Jacques Provoy- can get great power out of his 
eur came third. baggy main when he needs it. Or 

Meek established his domination this can be easily flattened if 
early on in the series with a win ne~essary. He has an adjuster on 
in the first race. He never seemed the jib halliard so that-he can let 
to look back and conceded a first the rig flop back, but hardly ever 
place to Les Nathanson in the uses it. 
third race. That was the only time_ Geoff built the hull as well :... 
he was beaten. so it's a case of a self-made man, 

Peter Morgenrood and Ant so. to speak! The bilge panels up 
Crossley, Fireball stars from forward are well reinforced and 
Rhodesia, were well up in the he had no trouble with them 
early part of the series, but a dis- splitting - as did other skippers 
qualification in one qf the races on the days in which the sea ran 
after a collision and .Protest with quite high. On one particular day, 
Meek seemed to unsettle Morgen- the bilge panels on six boats split 
rood and he wasn't in the prizes 
at the end of the series. 

and some of them had to return 
to shore with forward compart
ments full of water. 

Finally a comment from Geoff 
on weight. His own is 70kg which 
he feels is ideal for the .skipper. 
The ideal for a crew he says is 
77,3kg - 4,5kg heavier than 
Charles Bongers who was crewing 
for him. Results: 
1. G. Meek (l ,l ,2,1,Rtd) 3,0 pts; 
2. L. Nathanson (5,5,1,3,32) 25,7 
pts;_3. J.J Provoyeur (4,2,3,5,11) 
26,7 pt~. 

RIGHT: Geoff Meek had an inter
esting traveller on· his 'Fireball. 
The traveller track itself is quite 
short and Geoff uses it mainly 
for hauling the main to wind
ward. The short· track also has 
the' advantage of not blocking 
the cockpit from side_ to side. 

NA110NAL REGA1TA 

- -

Meek and Bongers won the 
first, second and fourth races and 
came second in he third and only 
had to sail on the last day of the_ 
regatta-if two races were sailed. As 
it turtied out, only one race was 
sailed· and they retired from it, 
leaving it up for grabs. Ric Nankin 
sailed his best race of the series to 
win with Rob and Jill de Vlieg 
coming in second. 

KEEPAHEAD 
What makes Meek go so fast? 

A close look at his rig shows that 
he is using a very baggy main 
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-Les Nathanson had the misfortune to break his 
mast a few weeks prior to the national regatta -
so he had to tune up a new rig before the big 
series. This he did successfully and he and crew 
John Ryal/ came second. 

LSEND.-US YOUR 
NEWS 

Let us have your news, whether it is Chairman of Sailing Committee, will ·you 
about your club or your class; anything you ask for an extra copy of your racing results 
think worthy of South African Yachtsman, to be posted to South African Yachtsman, 
let us have it. Maritime House, 5-7 Salmon Grove, Durban 

Club developments, club racing, regattas 4001. 
coming up or regattas sailed make interesting Individual contributions are also most 
reading. So please, let us have these items. welcome.· Whether it is a Letter to the 

We. would also like to make club ·racing Editor about something that's bugging you, 
results a regular monthly feature, because a photographic feature or a technical article, 
people in the same class like to know who is write it down and let u~ have it. 
winning in the other centres. Please Mr 

WITH 
ELVSTROM 

•• 

You can benefit from the experience tind development 
of our lofts a'round the world when you go to Elvstrom. 
Because Elvstrom lofts are in the forefront of sailing 
speed and prove it on the water - like in the 
1974 World Soling Championship. Whatever class 
you sail, speak to us. You'll find that we're helpful 
and full of advice. Come up front and stay up front 
with Elvstrom. 

ELVSTROM SAILS 
6 Milne St, Durban, 4001, Phone 28518 

--AP.Rlhl9~""' SOLIIH AF,R/CA'f>.I .Y.A<iildTS/v1A't:,r 



NA110NAL REGATTA 

HUDSON- WINS-F.D~ 
NATIONAL .CROWN 

David Hudson - who is pro-
• bably accepted as being one of 

the country's finest helmsmen -
teamed up· with Terry Reynolds, 
won the Flying Dutchman national 
crown. 

Sailing Arete, which has a 
"somewhat outdated hull shape" 
(to quote the maestro Keith 

f , 

Musto himself) and a very updated 
deck layout, Hudson and Reynolds 
won the championship with a 
display of consistent sailing. 

Bryan ·Metcalfe - with the 
performance of previous months 
behind him - was favourite to 
win the title some weeks before 
the regatta, but then jaundice put 

1UIUJ~ an JaiunfJ <J3iat.t M <7/-a-Plll.t and 
&t<da_tµ a.LJMialed?. Jf&Jl mlJ-lJ-U1JJ p,a1.lt 

an .e611.JW?led il'L .JJ'J.IW_· ttJaJ.J JJJ.. tlwt tiLeJ£ 
fl-lllU emi /Je adµuted, eithn to. t/t.R, uwui 
M to. fh_ ~ <J./, tfu ~-

Q"h_e, fH-Wip_al Mflil lllf£i an: 
J.luP.Lt,· 'Jva.Lt;,IU(U, 7{}a,.fU, J.p.muµ, Q"ieJ,. 

"J-h.m.t" an uud to. adfe,J1 tM wi.lt. 
"'Jvau.;,.ar-r.lt" to. lUJ.iJi tlu wJI.L 
"7{)a,.p_J," a,.e.. a.n.elUJ.I!--Mf2£.L M to.w. Mflll. 
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f2M IJ.fJILt ,f_o.u and a./1 nw.nunen.t. ~l "Q"ieJ," ,f_o.lC ~j Uli,j 1 IIIUJ lw.iJ.tr, w flilJ'f'luuil, llJ.(J. li,,,,,, et, 

~~- private line 

him to bed which . came as a 
severe blow to his chances . 

A very weak and not fully 
recovered Bryan decided that the 
national - and with it the chance 
to represent South Africa in the 
World Championships - was too 
good to miss. So he and Ralph 
Willcox headed for Cape Town. 

He was obviously weak in the 
first races, but as his strength 
improved, so did his positions 
until he won the last two races -
the only skipper to win two races. 
But unfortunately it came too late 
to win the title. He and Ralph 
had to be content with second 
place. 

Alan Tucker sailed consistently 
well in his new FD, Windream, 
and until the last race, it was 
between he and Hudson for the 
title. But close covering by Hudson 
and a win by Metcalfe in this race 
•pushed him down to third overall. 

The first race of the series was 
· sailed in a medium south-easterly. 
Paul Davies, a director of Perfor
mance Sailcraft · in the United 
Kingdom and a reserve trapeze 
hand in the British Mexico Olym
pic Team, crewed for John Tain-

Left: David Hudson and Terry 
Reynolds won the national 
championship in the ex-Sully 
Arete of 1965 vintage. Arete has 
now won the national title on· 
more occasions than any other 
FD, having won in 1965, 1966, 
1967, 1969 and 1975. 
Below: The national FD cham
pions, David Hudson and Terry 
Reynolds with their silverware. 

ton when Norman Webster could 
not make it because of business. 

The t~am-up proved most 
potent because they sailed a very 
good race to win from David 
Hudson and Alan Tucker. 

The breeze was· a fresh SE for 
the second race and after rounding 
the windward mark, the leading 
four boats could not find the 
wing mark and when they even
tually located it, found that they 
had to beat up to it. This let 
Woodward and Sanders through 
into the first two slots with 
Hudson third. 

Hudson and Reynolds put on 
the muscle and took Sanders on 

, the next reach and then Woodward 
on the beat to finish first from 
Graham Snowball. Metcalfe was 
fourth and Tucker, still ironing 
out bugs on his ne_w boat, retired 
when the fastening on a genoa 
sheet turning block gave in. 

John Sully (SA27) and David 
Hudson (astern) had a good. 
tussle in the last race of the 
series. Metcalfe won the race 
with Sully second and Hudson 
third. 

· Two races had been scheduled 
for Wednesday, but the second 

· w&s cancelled when the SE fresh
ened. On Thursday morning, the 
SE was still blowing its head off 
and the race was delayed until 
the afternoon when the wind
took a rest for-a few hours. · 

Wind and sea had dropped by 
the afternoon arid the third race 
was started. Hudson lead the fleet 
in a determined fashion all the 
way to the last beat, when (in his 
own admission) he failed to cover 
Tucker and Tainton, when they 
sailed above the..-layline to the 
finish. 

Continued on page 11-
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BOSUN'S LOCKER SPECIAL OFFE.R 

SA VE ·10°/o ! 
BARTON 
KICKING 
STRAP 
KIT 

.FOLDING. 
,;·. -·~ ANCHOR 

• 

4 

• (1,5 kg) 

BARTON· 
POWER 

BLOCKS 
SINGLE R3, 70 

SINGLE + BECKET R4,50 . , \ l, R6,75 
' \ l 

. · : . :. \ (2,5 -kg) 
~: . .:-, · ~ RB 95 

I . ·•. ' . 
. { ; f : ·~. 

'. j ,. · 1· i .} ' J . ' 1 

•/, \ J'.1 ~ • .. , . I 
J' " ~ \ ,· . ·; . . 

~ ~ -~-. 

' " ' 

'. DOUBLE R7,45: 
/ DOUBLE + BECKET RB,20 

PROCTOR p
FIREBALL 
MASTS 

/ 

HEEL PLUG and '-

SHEAVE BOX ~ 

KIT R156,00 

COMPLETE R2·25,00 

SUUNTO 
RACING 
COMPASS 
R32,00 · 

RONSTAN 
HATCH COVERS 

R2,2~. 

(PTY) LTD. 

. 

Includes wire strop, 
spliced rope, triple 

block, triple . 
· block and 

· becket and 
cleat. 

R15,40 

. 1,0 m 
long 

SWANSON 
ASH PADDLE 

R6,00. · ·. 

Order your fittings by mail with this Special Discount Offer 

r10°zo1sooa~iT-oouPON-". 
I Snap up this offer while it lasts! This coupon entitles you to 10% discount on the above items I 

So fill in the coupon and post or deliver it to claim your discount 

1· · I I Name................................................................................ . . . . . I 
I Aldd~.. ... . ·. . . . I 
I 
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. ' . I . Cheque/~talOrderforR ........................................ encbsed. . . 1 .. , · POST TO: The Bosun's Locker, 11 Field Street, Durban 4000. .J, · 

· · . Telephone65053 or 22522. ·. 
OFFER No.1 VALID UNTIL JULY 31, 1975. · . _ .. _ .. ___________________ _ 
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NA110NAL REGATTA 

CLOSE SERIES FOR· 505's 
It was a ding-dong struggle all 

the way in the 5.05 class between 
Harry and Anton Ellens and 'Team 
Brian', Downham and Gold, for 
the honour of becoming national 
champion. 

After the first. two races, it 
looked as though the Ellens 
brothers had Downham baffled 
with two straight wins. But these 
races were sailed in fresh south
easterly conditions in wluch the 
Ellens brothers revel. Downham 
finished second in both these races. 

Then came the lighter winds 

The result of the series 
straight match race ·bet 
Harry and Anton (belo 

and Downham showed the form 
that we know so well. In the third 
race, he liad another close struggle 
with Ellens but beat him home to 
the gun this time. 

The fourth race was sailed in 
very light conditions and that 
well-known 505-around-town, 
Norbert Hermann came scooting 
in to. first pla_ce. Behind him, 
Downham and Ellens were battling 
it out, with Downham making it 
across the line in third place 
ahead of Ellens who was fourth. 

This meant that the fifth and 

last race was the decider. The 
race was postponed until a light 
breeze filled in· from _the south
east ·and the race was on. Whoever 
won out of Downham and Ellens 
would win the title. 

Bllens went ahead of Downham 
in the early part of the race, but 
Downham picked up some shifts 
on the second to last beat and got 
ahead, not only ahead of Ellens, 
but into· fi(st place. Robbie van 
Rooyen came Jn second ahead of 
Ellens. 

This meant that- he had won 
the championship with Ellens • 
second. Robbie van Rooyen was 
third. There was nothing between 
the first two boats and it was 
anybody's regatta. As Harry Ellens 
said afterwards, offshore Durban 
is the return match! 
Results: 
1. B.Downham(2,2,l,3,l) 6,0 pts; 
2. H. Ellens (1,1,2,4,3) 8,7 pts; 
3. R. van Rooyen ( 4,5,4,Rtd,2) 
29, Opts. 

Needlespar· 
Sail with the spars that were 
chosen for the Kiel Olympic 
Games. We have stocks for 
FD's, 505's, Fireballs, Finns, 
Phantoms and Enterprises. 
Write or telephone us direct. 

} 
Bruce Banks 
18 Glen Road, Escombe, 
Queensburgh 4001. 
Telephone 444223, Durban 

The two Brians Downham and Gold - trim Pacemaker to 
perfection in the last and deciding race. 

The Optimist class, sailing its national regatta on False Bay over 
Easter had a variety of conditions to contend with - from fog 
to whales! Photograph by David Rumbelow. 

Bruce Banks OPPIE RACE.STOPPED 
·BECAUSE OF WHALES! 

PAG66, 

first in four , 
classes at 
the.False-Bay-
Nationals 

lst~S0S's 
lst-Sprogs 

lst-Extras 
lst-Optimists 

2nd-sos· 
2nd-Sprog 

4th-Finn 
4th- Fireballs 

We have lofts in South Africa, England, U.S.A., 
France and Spain. So you're getting experience 
.and sail cutting techniques from around. And 
our, results prove it. · 

The driving force in (acing sails 
18 Glen Road, Escombe, Queensburgh 4001 

Telephone 444223 Durban · 

By DA YID RUMBELOW 

One of' the races in the Optimist· 
National Regatta had to be stopped -
because a school of whales decided to 

• play games around the weather mark. 
Bridge Officer Selwyn Sterling was 

busy organising the course laying in foggy 
conditions. In fact, he couldn't see the 
boat that laid the weather mark, the fog 
was so thick. 

"I was busy countingdown to the 
starting gun when one of the rescue boats 
came over the radio with an urgent 
message. I could he.ar from the note in 
his voice, that it was extremely urgent, so 
I stopped counting and spoke to him," 
Selwyn told me. 

" 'There's a school of whales around 
the weather mark,' the voice said. "We 
didn't waste any time. We just grabbed 
all the Oppies and headed back to the 
yacht harbour. It was the only thing to 
do." 

Well, we've heard of many things· 
stopping a race, but never whales! The 
Optimist national regatta was sailed in a 

variety of conditions (whales excluded), 
so it was a true test of skill. 

The new national champion is Simon 
Bongers of Zeekoevlei Y.C. whobeatlast 
year's champion, Gary Holiday, by 0,3 
of a point. · 

The results were: 1 - Simon Bongers 
(Z.Y.Y.C.); 2 - Gary Holiday (1.Y.C.); 
3 - Grant Barrett (Z.V.Y:C.); 4 - Dicky · 
Wedderburn-Clarke - (I.Y.C.);. 5 - Chris 
King (Z.V.Y.C.); 6 - G. Robertson 
(Z.V.Y.C.). _ 

The first Junior home was Bruce Gold 
of Imperial Yacht Club and Keith Wads
worth of Natal received the prize.. for the 
most improved skipper. 

A training team of 11 was chosen 
which included the first six plus Gavin 
Bruce, Nicolia Baikoff, G. King, Keith 
Wadsworth and Norman Barrett. 

The team will sail prnctice races from 
which the top five will be chosen to 
represent South Africa at the World 
Optimist Championships. 

Two Optimists battle to make headway in almost windless conditions. 

SOIJTH ,AFR~CAN YACHTSMAN .APRIL t975 
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'FATHER' BILL· IS TOP TIGER 
Most of the 54 skippers taking 

part in the 3rd S.A. Paper Tiger 
Owners' Association Nationals 

· were having their first ta~te of 
Durban offshore sailing. The fact 
that there was to be no tune up 
somewhat negated any advantage 
the local skippers might have had 
over their visitors. 

If the Durban skippers had 
forgotten the specialised technique 
required for offshore sailing, they 
had probably also forgotten the 
dominance shown by Bill Ellens 
in last year's similar nationals. 
How they were to have their 
memories jogged! 

Easter Friday dawned bright 
and clear with the onshore easterly 
blowing about 8 knots which 
looked promising for 15 to 20 
knots by the afternoon race. 

First Race 

Most of the boats .were on the 
beach by 10 a.m. and it was a 
really colourful and impressive 

.· sight. The usual last minute gear 
failures and adjustments were aris
ing and quite a few skippers were 
walking around in a daze. This 
probably accounted for, three 
boats putting to sea and returning 

. 30 seconds later with brok~n 
centre boards .as a result of meet
ing th~ not altogetl:ier submerged 
Vetch's Pier. The long start seemed 
to fool the remainder of the 
dozies with the result that only 
30 per cent of the fleet started on 
the gun. 

Bill Ellens, starting with clear 
wind on the port end of the line, 
led the fleet round the weather 
mark closely followed by Keith 

By Don Law and Kim Hammond 

Godwin and Bobby Johnson, both 
revelling in the by now 20 knots 
of breeze. On the second beat 
Keith Godwin, sailing Soggie 
Moggie, produced his Durban Bay 
magic which seemed to unsettle 
Bill who allowed Bobby Johns(?n 
through as well. 

Further back in tlfe field, that 
grand old man of Tigers, Charlie 
"Hot Lips" White, was producing 
mutters from the youngsters with 
both his performance and his mast 
bend which defies all tuning 
manuals, while Harry Ellens (Natal 
Finn Champ) was only managing 
to hold eighth spot. 

The positions remained static 
until the final beat when Bill 
Ellens moved into second place 
ahead of Bobby Johnson. Bob, 
unable to lay the line put in a 
hasty tack and fell off his boat to 
allow a grateful Fred Viljoen into 
third. 

That evening the Association 
held its A.G.M. and dinner at the 
Point Yacht Club which perhaps 
explained all the growling Tigers 
the next morning. 

With two races scheduled the 
weather continued to roast skip
pers and the wind forecast read: 
"Light easterly followed by 15 to 
20 knot westerly at 1 p.m." 

Second Race 

Port Elizabeth, and sailing his new 
glass boat, made a welcome appear
ance in second position which he 
helg _u.ntil the finish. Third posi
tion was held alternately by Dave 
Proctor (making his return to 
Tigers), Keith Godwin and finally 
Fred Viljoen moving up well from 
an initial eighth. 

Third Race 
The hoped for westerly failed 

to appear on time and the race 
proved slow and a great test of 
concentration, which wasn't help
ed by the extremely hot condi-
tions. · · 

Memories of Bill (Flying Flea) 
Ellens' capabilities had by now 
been well and truly refreshed and 
he won this race by a large margin 
which resulted in only six boats 
qualifying as finishers after the 
half-hour rule had been invoked. 
The tide and dying wind condi
tions tormented skippers, with one 
unfortunate approaching within 
yards ·of the line and only manag
ing to cross at the -third attempt. 
In second position was Reimar 
Fitchins, Newcastle's light weather 
exponent, with Fred Viljoen once 
again third. 

At the braai that night, the main 
topic of conversation amongst the 
heavier skippers was the promised 
strength of the westerly which had 
by then started to come through. The sea was somewhat bumpy 

from the previous day's easterly 
and with only 8 to 10 knots of Fourth Race 
wind, conditions were far from , Sunday dawned bright again, 
ideal unless your name was Bill with a 15 to 20 knot west flatten
Ellens, in which case you merely "ing the easterly mush. 
opened up a tremendous lead. The start had everybody bunch-

Much Hide, all the wa from ed around the committee boat but 

COME FLYING INTO· 
THE RACING SCENE 

WITH THE PROVEN ·GLASS TIGER 
Multi-Marine have available complete ready-to-sail Paper . 
Tigers for R1150. Or' in kit form from as litUe as R450. See 
these fantastically popular multihulls at our factory: 288 
Bri~kfield Road, Overport, Durban, and have a chat to 
Bill Ellens. If you can't make it, write to P.O. Box 83, 
Mayden Wharf, Durban or telephone 883203. We'll tell 
you all about our Tigers. / 

MULTl~-MARINE. 

-APRIL,1975 SOUTH ,AFRICAN-YAO:ITSMAN 

NATIONAL REGATTA 

"Father" of the Paper Tiger class in South Africa, Bill Ellens, 
is presented with the Jackson Trophy at the prize giving held at 
the Point Yacht Club after the nationals. 

once the melee had cleared it was 
Bill sailing immaculately in his 
glass boat around the weather 
mark first. Keith Godwin lying 
second for most of the race seemed 
to· 1ose his edge on the .last beat 
when he dropped back to fourth . 
Dave (Soccatume) Allan, who up 
to now had been complaining 
about_ the light ·winds, powered 
through to second position behind 
Bill. . 

Fifth Race 
In this race Bobby Johnson, 

"Drop Out", plucked up courage 
to attempt a port start which paid 
off handsomely enabling him to 
clear the fleet. However his glee 
was shortlived as while still on the 
port tack he met another Tiger, on 
starboard, who had unknowingly 
started early; they both held their 
courses (Bobby just could not 

Continued on page 11. I 

ABOVE: It got pretty crowded around the weather mark during 
some of the races. Knowing something about the rules was not 
an advantage! BELOW: Some Tigers went green with envy at 
Don law's prize - ~ well-known brand of plastic bags, specially 
good for taking to sea with you, Don!. 
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NATIONAL REGAITA 

Skipper Ian Park-Ross and Tim Savage, the new Sprog champions 

16-YEAR-OLD IS NEW 
-SPROG CHAMPION 

Ian Park-Ross (16) and Tim 
Savage (14) of the Point Yacht 
Club, Durban, won the Sprog 
nationals - probably one of the 
youngest teams ever to do so. 

and keeping his head, Park-Ross 
sailed into first position ,in the 
third' race, whereas Keen slipped 
to fourth place in the . lighter 
breeze. 

YACHT GOES DOWN 
IN HEAVY SEAS 

The D u r b a n -registered 
yacht Droster sank in the 
Knysna Heads earlier this 
month after being battered 
by heavy seas running through 
the heads, as she tried in vain 
to make it through the tricky 
passage. 

All six people - five men 
and a woman - aboard the 
12m ferro-cement boat were 
pulled from the broiling seas 
by a National Sea Rescue 
Institute launch. 

The newly-built Droster, 
owned by Mr Dries Grobler 
of Pretoria, was trying to 

, leave Knysna on her way back 
to Durban when tragedy 
struck. 

Ironically; the NSRI craft 
chased after the yach.t in a 
desperate bid to warn its crew 
of . the dangen; of trying to 
shoot the bar at the entrance 
of the lagoon at that time. 

The warning arrived too 
late. 

According to eyewitnesses, 
the Droster had already 
crossed tire inner bar and was 
making for the outer bar 
when waves swept her and 
she started to break up. 

When they saw their craft 
sinking beneath them, the six 
crew jumpe·d into the water 

and were picked up by the 
rescue launch. 

According . to an NSRI 
spokesman, the yacht, which 
went down right in the en
trance to- the Knysna lagoon, 
now constitutes a navigational 
hazard to other vessels using 
the passage. ' 

To those who know Ian's sailing 
ability, it came as no surprise that 
he won the championship, because 
he sails with a maturity and cool
headedness beyond his years. 

The fourth race turned out to 
be the deciding race, but nobody 
knew it at the time. Again the winds were light and Park-Ross .._ ____________ -1 

Alan Keen of Z.V.Y.C. set the 
pace at the start of the regatta 
with two impressive firsts in the 
heavy breezes that blew. He and 
his crew had a weight advantage 
on Park-Ross in the heavier con
ditions and Park-Ross came in 
second to Keen on both occasions. 

managed to come in second to 
Keen's fourth. Steve Meek, one of 
the Meek brothers, won the.race. 

The Sprogs took to the water 
the next day for the fifth - and 
what they thought was to be the 
deciding race between Keen and 
Park-Ross. 

However, the race was aban
doned after about 1 ½ hours in 
virtually Windless conditions and 
that gave Park-Ross and Savage 
the title. 

But what is an advantage when 
it blows. can often turn to a dis
advantage when it doesn't. And 
that's what happened. The weather 
pattern over False .Bay changed 
after the first two races and the 
wind became light and fickle on · 
Course Z, where the Sprogs were 
sailing. 

Continuing to sail consistently 

Results: 

1 - I. Park-Ross (2,2,1,2) 9,0 pts; 
2 - A. Keen (1,1,4,4) 16,0 pts; 
3 - G. Dibb (5,4,5,12) 46,0 pts. 

· Alan Keen, who borrowed a 
boat for the regatta, was almost 
unbeatable in the heavier breezes. 
He came second overall. 

Donald Gorrie, in his Spearhead, Aventi, glides along under spinnaker. 
Roman Rock is in the background. 

Musto 8-Hyde Sails 
S.A. Nationals Results: 

Dabchick -1st, 3rd 

Enterprise~ 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th 

Fireball - 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 6th 

Flying Dutchmar:, -1st, 2nd, 3rd 

Finn - 2nd, 3rd 

Spearhead -1st 

-Success breeds success 

Musto 8-Hyde Sails (S.A.) (Pty) Ltd. 
58 John Page Drive, Jeppe, Johannesburg 

Telephone 247014 

Two more confirmed Enterprise sailors you couldn't find. They're Don Mackenzie of 
Durban and UK skipp_er Roger Hance, who made a clean sweep of the Enterprise 
class races. · 

'CLEAN SWEEP' HANCE 
British Enterprise skipper, Roger Hance, sailed magnificently to win all races 

in the national championship. 
Roger's sailing skill is quite familiar to South African Enterprise sailors as he 

was ln this country in 1'973, when he competed in the National Games. On that 
occasion, he also won all races. 

After two visits, ]le knows the country quite well and latest news has it that 
he intends to settle in Cape Town. 

His closest rivals during the series were Don Mackenzie and C. Robinson, but 
they battled it out for second place, rather than challenge Hance for first. 

Results:· ,.... 
l - Roger Hance (1,1,1,1) 0 pts; 2 - D. Mackenzie (3,3,3,7) 30,1 pts; 
3 - C. Robinson (2,5,2,1,3) 35,0 pts. 

Keith Mu_sto, the British gold medalist yachtsman, arrived in South Africa 
during the national regatta. Here he talks to Rob and Jill de Vlieg - who run 
the Musto and Hyde sail loft in this country - after one of their races in the 
Fireball class. Keith was brought to South Africa, together with Donald Forbes 
and Peter· Milne, to help with the world championship training programme 
instituted by SA YRA. . / 
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WE MADE IT 
IN FORCE 

By GLYN M_ORGAN 

We ,made it! Not only did we get to the nationals as a 
recognised class, r.ut we were there in force. 

Bqats started arriving a couple for the fourth race and it was 
of weeks ahead of time and even- anybody's race. But Mike Ross, 
tually we had 29 entries. This Mike Linton and Gordon William_s 
included a strong contingent from trs-ed their skill to finish in that 

NATIONAL REGAITA 

Rhodesia, Transvaal and Eastern order. \,. 
Province - a fantastic effort by The last race was abandoned , 
all. · ·about an hour and a half after the 

The first race started on Tues- class was .started in an aimost _ ► . 
day in fairly heavy conditions complete drifter. - Amid much 
(both wind and sea) and apart grumbling, the wind came up 
from a re-start, we all had a good and we tnipezed back; our regatta 
race. First was James Simpson, over. 
second Brian Pierce-Fleming and Right up to the last race, any 
third Brian Hallack. one of about six boats could have 

The second race was sailed in won, but final honours overall 
very heavy conditions with a very. went to: J - Gordon Williams; 
confused chop. This resulted in 2- Brian Pierce-Fleming; 3 - Mike 
rudder and rigging· problems for Ross. It was a series in which 
some Contenders, but hulls stood consistency counted. 
up well. Results were first, Neill No particular construction of A group of Contenders attempt to start the last race which was eventually abandoned through lack of wind. 
Bramwell, second Dick Foster and hull proved superior as glass, wood 
third Bob Martin. and composite all featured. Masts 

For the third race, the wind~ and sails were also a mixed burich. 
were more moderate with a light To round off a week of sailing, 
swell and the lightweights began we had a braai at James Simpson's 
to shape. The eventual result was house, beer and meat by courtesy 
a win for Brian Pierce-Fleming of the Contender Association, 
with Mike Linton second and background music by Glyn Morgan 
Gordon Williams third. and_ variety show by Dick Foster 

The wind was a light drifter and Merry Men. 

'FATHER' SIU IS rop 11GER 
-; 

believe his eyes) with the result 
that "Drop Out" dropped out 
back to- the beach under a purple 
haze and a chance at third position 
gone. _ 

Bill continued on his merry 
way passing Fred before the gybe 
mark and taking John Rudin (in 
Bill's ex-boat) with him into a 
good second position. Fred ended 
up in his usual third and is now 
nicknamed FERO and will pro
bably change his "Too Much" to 
"Three Much". 

Sixth Race 

Monday's weather was. a com
plete contrast with light. drizzle 
and 8 knots of easterly which 
gradually cleared the skies. With 
the championship already clinched, 
Bill was after .the special incentive 
prize offered for the winning boat 
on the final day. He set about this 
task with his usu·a1 determination 
and seemed set to • win until the 
last beat when Fred Viljoen, who 
had been in close attendance, put 
in a cunning final tack to pip Bill 
by a length. Cor ~anghout, from 
Pretoria, finished a creditable t)l.ird 
after a mediocre start. 

Skippers who are influenced in 
their buying by the winning boats 
and sails must have been somewhat 
confused as Bill's was a brand new 
glass boat, while Fred's wooden 
boat is into its fifth season. 
Furthermore, the first three sails 
were from difftcrent lofts. 

Overall a very well run regatta 
with enough variations in wind 
conditions to suit most skippers. 

Scratch Results - Jackson Trophy 

1 - Bill Ellens (Touch of Glass) 
(l,l,l,l,2) 3 pts; 2- Fre-d Viljoen 
(Too Much) (3,3,3,3,1) 22.7 pts; 
3- Keith Godwin (Soggie Moggie); 
4 - Mush Hide (Red Eye); 5 -
Jan de Neef (Neela); 6 - Charlie 
White (Catana). 

Handicap - Multi Marine Trophy 

1 ~- Lance Walton (Tiger' Lance); 
2 - Colin Hancox; 3 - Bill Van 
Sluys (Arthur or Martha); 4 -
Teqy Flynn (Green Bananas); 
5 - Charlie Duff (Phlatt Cat). 

The "Ultimate Effort Trophy" 
was awarded to Don Law in 
"Supercat". It was a roll of plastic · 
bags - the simple solution for 
sea-sick skippers! 

NEED HELP BUYING 
OR SELLING A BOAT? 
Buying or selling a boat can be-a tricky 
busLness. So call on the professional advice 
of an expert- Bob Fraser. He has a full 
range of boats (including boats from over
seas) available for sa·le- or he can help you 
get the' price you _want when selling. 

BOB-FRASER 
Marine and General Broker 

Telephone 67388 (business) or 
334-951 (home) 

or write to P.O. Box 1888, Durban 

APRIL l-97S 

ABOVE: Chrzs Moreton (middle) and Nie Clews (right), of Pretoria Sailing Club, won the Spearhead 
class at the national regatta from Gerfried NtJbe, second, and Hilary Spears, third. Hard luck story of 
'the regatta belonged to Colin Gerrans (below right) and Johan Kohl (left). Colin had to miss a race when 
his car broke down some kilometres from Simonstown and he could not make it in time. He never really 
recovered from this and when the last race was abandoned, it put him out of the running completely. . 

As it turned out, the wind 
shifted, Hudson had to put in 
another tack to cross the line and 
Tucker and Tainton eased sheets 
and came powering in to the 
finish ahead of him. 

This meant that the regatta 
was now nicely poised with Hud
son (1,2,3), Tainton (1,2,3) and 
Tucker (1,3) very close together 
on points. 

From here on, Metcalfe put in. 
his strong run. In the fourth race 
(started in .a light SE) he got away 
in front and there was no holding 
him back and he won from John 
Sully and Tucker. Hudson was 
fifth. 

This was the deciding race. 
Hudson had to beat Tucker, but 
come no lower than third if Met
calfe won. Tucker had to win and 
hope that Hudson was badly 

,SQUTH AFRICAN. YACHTSMAN 

placed. And so the scene was set. 
Metcalfe streaked away .from the 
start and Hudson, ahead of Tucker, 
covered religiously. Sully came 
between Metcalfe and Hudson, 
forcing him to third-position. But 
all he had to do was hold it to 
win, which he did. The rest 
finished in that order. 

As regards gear, Hudson was 
using an Elvstrom Mk 1 mast and 
a suit of Musto and Hyde Code 2 
sails cut by Rob de Vlieg. They 
blew out their one and only spin
naker before the regatta and had 
to buy another from John Tain
ton for the nationals. 

R~ults: 

1. D. Hudson (2,1,3,5,3) 14,4 pts; 
2. B. Metcalfe (Rtd,4,4,1,1) 16,0 
pts; A. Tucker (3,Rtd,1,3,4) 19,4 
pts. 

NEIU. 
ROMPS 
HOME 
Gordon Neill, skipper/owner of 

the South African Admiral's Cup 
yacht, Golden Fleece, sailing a 
borrowed Buccaneer became the 
new national class champion at 
False Bay. · 

' • In the blow of the first two 
days, he sailed to two straight 
victories. Crewing with him were 
two Golden Fleece crewmen, 
Keith Wilson and Nie Hastie and 
their sail drill-and tactics made up 
for any lack in boat.speed. . 

Peter Knipe, sailing his father's 
boat, and Bertie Reid, the well
known skipper of Voortrekker, 
were also in the running. But 
Gordon Neill, sailing with his 
usual tenacitr, held.them off. 

Results: 
1 -G.Neill (1,1,4,Disq,l) 8,0 pts; 
2 - P. Knipe (4,3,1,4,2) 16,7pts; 
3 - B. Reid (7,2,2,2,5) 19,0pts. 



CRUISING 

NIKE SURVIVES THREE CAPSISES-
By ROB LARSEN,

Contributing Editor 

Czech round-the-world yachts
man, Richard Konkolski, was al
most check-mated when he tried 
to· leave Durban harbour recently 
in the face of south-westerly gale 
warnings. · 

· Problem was, as he explained 
to me afterwards, that he has an 
urgent deadline to meet in Poland. 
So he was" toying· with the pros
pects of having to skim I O 000 
miles off the Atlantic, North and 
Baltic seas in less than three 
months. 

"I knew that the section of 
coast between Durban and Cape 
Town was bad, and that I would 
hit bad weather sooner or later," 
the 31-year-old Cz~ch single
hander said. "I decided it may as 
well be sooner." 

Richard Konkolski sailed his 
7,4m sloop-rigged Nike - he built 
the fibreglass-sandwich construc
tion boat as a yawl but later took 
down the mizzen mast - between 
Durban's two breakwater piers 
into a freshening wind. 

It was a Monday morning. The 
bearded Czech had a long voyage 
ahead of him· in a yacht so small 
that many people scoffed at its 
chances of ever making it round 
the world. 

In fact, Richard Konkolski's 
claim is that when he reaches 
Plymouth - ·he left that ·port in 
the 1972 . single-handed trans
Atlan tic race - his Nike will be 
the second smallest yacht ever to 
be sailed single0handed around the 
earth's crust.· 

To match the · strengthening 
wind that blew up Natal's coast 
in that, for. him, fateful day, he 
reefed his mainsail and put. up a 
smaller jib. · . 

There was no shortage of sails 
tucked away in his cramped craft. 
At one stage, he told me before 
he sailed, he had a choice of 22 
sails stowed in Nike's lockers. 

But as the afternoon grew to 
evening, the wind, now at gale
force, lashed at mounting seas 
along a section of coastline con
sidered by many mariners to be 
the most dangerous in the world. 

Richard Konkolski had set Nike 
on ·a- course due east to put as 
much distance between · himself 
and the coast, and to get into the 
helping shove of the-south-flowing 
Mozambique current. 

He now took down all canvas 
and with Nike running bare-poled, 
he went below into the topsy
turving cabin, closed down the 
hatch ... and started preparing a 
meal. 

The first rogue wave hit him 
with a suddenness that took him 
completely by surprise. 

In trying to describe tµe horror 
of that moment afterwards, he 
could only tell how Nike's stem 
seemed to sweep upwards in a 
slow - but chilling - movement. 

He remembers how as the bow 
dug in, the aft part of Nike 
appeared right above him as he 
scrambled around for some sem
blance of orientation in his 
shambled cabin. 

Nike had pitchpoled. Slowly 
she righted herself over her beain. 

The main hatch had been 
smas_hed, a port perspex porthole 
cover was no more, the dinghy 

· had been swept overboard. And 
the cabin was deep in water, with 
more gushing in every time a 
wave broke over the deck. 

Richard . started working the 
only portable pump on board, but 
found that he wasn't making head
way against the incoming water. 
So he used his spare hand and a 

pot to fling Water by the potful 
through the hatch. 

Just as things were looking up, 
Nike was hit by the second wave 
that night. She capsized but, once 
again, she righted herself. 

The Czech spent most of that 
night pumping. ·He has a wife and 
child ~aiting for-him in his home. 
town Bohumin, but he admitted· 
afterwards that he thought his 
chances of surviving the storm 
were slim. 

Towards dawn, he had his worst 
experience. He was up on deck 
trying to save what he could when 
he was hit by what he called "a 
wave coming from the wrong 
direction". 

Caught completely off guard,. 
the unharnessed single-handed 
yachtsman - he makes a point of 
not wearing a safety harness 
because of the danger of being 
trapped beneath a capsizing hull -
was thrown into the water. 

The force of the wave flipped 
Nike for the third time that night. 
Richard Konkolski watched help
lessly from the ·water. 

But luck was with him. and his 
self-designed yacht. She· righted 
herself, and ·as her aluminium 
mast moved up through_ the water, 
the battling Czech was caught up 
in the rigging wires and, as he put 
it, "just landed back on the deck". 

His hands had been torn opeh 
by the stainless steel wires which 
he had so desperately held onto 
and the storm was starting to take 
a toll on his strength. 

Light came. And with it, the 
. wind dropped. Nike looked devas
tated, both inside and outside. 
Stanchions were bent and the 
outboard engine hung on by a 
thread .to the deck _ 

Valuable pieces of equipment, 
such as the steering compass, had 
been lost overboard. Other expen- · 
si.ve items had been ruined by ·. 
salt water. · 

_Rigging wires to the mast were 
either slack or broken. But Richard 
put up enough sail to power him · 
- painfully and slowly - back to .• 
Durban. 

He made the shelter of Durban's 
yacht basin late on the Tuesday ·. 
afternoon. There, frien·ds and· 
other willing hands, helped pluck 
all salt-water- spoiled items from 
Nike in a bid to save as many of 
them as possible. · 

For the next two weeks, the 
Czech yachtsman slaved against 
time-to get Nike into a sufficiently 
seaworthy condition for him to 
be able to complete the last leg of 
his trip around the world: 

When he left Durban second 
time around ,Nike was patched 
together - but the patches were 
only the threadbare essentials for 
a yacht sailing deepsea .. 

Most important of all was the 
fact that he no longer had a 
generator which meant that all 
functions, such as the radio trins- ·• 
mitter/receiver, · radio direction 
finder, navigation lights, cabin 
lights, and so on, would not work. 
(Before he left Durban, he bought 
a paraffin-burning navigation light 
set.) 

He had onJy one battery on. 
board which he charged before 
setting sail. This is being used 
exclusively for a night light to 
take compass readings. 

Just before leaving Durban he 
told me: "People have sailed for 
centuries without electricity. So 
why shouldn't I do it? " 

Richard Konkolski always was 
one for a fair challenge. 

© South African Yachtsman 

t 
I 

This photograph {above) of Richard Konkolski doing final refit work on Nike was taken 
shortly before he set sail from Durban for the second time. (below) Richard Konkolski 
tests the strength of his mast after juggling around with the rigging following his 
miraculous return to Durban. · 

/ 
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THIS 'NTHAT 

_ VETERAN WINS 
S.A. MODEL 'YACHT 

INTERNATIONAL 
,. 

\a. World champion Chris Dicks 
was beaten by two points by 
fellow Englishman Walter Jones 
in the South African Marblehead 
Model Yacht Championship, held 
in Durban over Easter. 

·Both yachtsmen were invited 
to this country to participate in 
the event. A small points margin 

WHOIS 
-YOUR 

ED7 · 
· Editor and initiator of South 

African Yachtsman, Peter Card
well, has been sailing since the age 
of 12, when he started in Cadets 
at the Point Yacht Club, Durban. 

From Cadets, he graduated to 
Sprogs, Finns, Enterprises and at 
one stage in his sailing career had 
the distinction 9f owning a Flying 
Dutchman - which he sailed 
without distinction. 

Besides dinghies, ocean racing 
is an important part of his sailing 

; life and in 1971, Peter sailed with 
Bruce Dailing and Jakaranda in 
the first Rio race and then went 
on to sail in the South African 
Admiral's Cup team. He sailed 
again in the 1973 Admiral's Cup 
·with Hans Berker on Omuramba. 

He is currently confining his 
sailing (when South African Yach
tsman permits) to a Laser. 

had separated the two English 
yachtsmen throughout the event. 
Walter Jones had been trailing, 
but took the lead in the last leg 
to win with 107 points out of a 
possible 135. 

Chris Hicks was second with 
Keith Gerson, commodore of the 
Durban Model Yacht Club, was 
third with 91 points. • 

Keith said afterwards that the 
_ series remained close for all four 
days of the competition. 

"We had every possible type 
of wind yachtsmen could wish 
for and it taxed our skill to the 
utmost," he said. 

"Extreme accuracy has to 
be obtained to win races and 
particular attention paid to the 
balance of the yacht, mast posi
tion, sail trim and vane setting," 
Keith said. 

Will the two-man Laser prove as popular as the singlehander? Performance Sailcraft have been careful to 
choose a design which matches the same magic formula. 

Two-man taser on·the way 
To support their already im

mensely popular one-man Laser, 
Performance Sailcraft are busy 
developing a two-man Laser which 
should be in full production by 
the end of the year. 

Paul Davies a director of Per
formance Sailcraft, who was in 
South Africa this month as the 
guest of Bruce McCuri-ach, con
firmed that development was well 
under way. No name has yet been 
found for the new boat and it is 
still known as the two man Laser. 

By all accounts 'it is a go-boat. 
Australian Frank Bethwaite's Nova 
design has been adopted and mod
ified by Performance Sailcriift so 
that it is suitable for mass pros 
duction by the eight Laser plants 
around the world - and of course 

will appeal to the boating public. 
It is a light boat with plenty of 

fore and aft sail but without a 
trapeze or spinnaker, so it is ideally 
suited to husband and wife teams 
who want a high performance 
dinghy which is not too much of 
a handful and does not demand 
specialised gymnastics. 

Frank Bethwaite is the weather 
expert for the Australian Olympic 
teams and is a leading theorist and 
designer and builder of fast dinghy 
hulls, rigs and equipment. His 
Nova has the rare ability to plane 
to windward - soi t is undoubtedly 
an exciting boat. 

He got to know ·Performance 
Sailcraft when he mass produced 
centreboards for them and inter
ested them in his. Nova, a develop-

ment of the popular NS 14 class. 
Briefly, the boat will be very light, 
around 50 kg made possible by 
rigid PVC foam and Kevlar fibres, 
it will be a strict one design class 
without spinnaker or trapeze and 
the mast will be like the one-man 
boat - a two-piece socketed mast. 

Lasers go Red 
Negotiations are under way for 

the one-man Laser to be built 
behind the Iron Curtain by Com
munist · countries. Performance 
Sailcraft naturally cannot own the 
factories and this move is seen as 
widening the acceptance of the 
boat in the IYRU and improving 
its Olympic chances. 

sail a Laser 
Experience the excitement of 
sailing in one of the.most · 
success~! one-design boats: I 

Peter Cardwell, the editor of South African Yachtsman, doing his- thing 
on Durban Bay. Photograph by Pat Phillips 

OPTIMISTS IN GLASSFIBRE BY. THE -, 
SPECIAIJSTS 

Race proven boats made to 
exact specifications. Railed· any
where in the Republic. Write to 
P.O. Box 3174, Durban 4000, or 
telephone 336497 for a brochure. 
, Cape Agents: Boating Centre, 
183 Main Road, Plumstead, Cape 
Town 8000, telephone 773007. 

, Transvaal Agents: B . .Poznano0 

vich, 27 Penelope Avenue, Blair
gowrie, Johannesburg 2000, tele
phone 464953, and Laurie Stevens, 
The Quarterdeck, 298 Commiss
ioner Street, Jeppestown 2001, 
telepho'ne 243522. 

Nat.al Sales 
and Manufacturing Co. 

Durban 
6 Milne St: 
Durban 
4001 
Tel. 28518 

To own a laser contact the sole 
South African Agent ElvstrOm 
Sails .Durban or Johannesburg; 

Johannesburg 
47 Rivonia Rd. 

Sandton 
(½ km from 

Sandton City)' 
Tel. 784-0487 
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OFFSHORE 

SKIPPER TELLS HOW MORNING 
CLOUD WENT DOWN 

. . 

Can the loss of Morning Cloud tell other ocean racers anything 
of any use? Skipper at• the time Don Blewitt has written a most 
exhaustive report on the incident. There are lessons to be learnt 
and all ocean sailors should be grateful to Don in putting down 
his account.. 
Don Blewett's account: when disaster later struck. 

The crew met. on Sunday 1st The 0030 shipping forecast was .· 

f ' . 
. . 

. 

··.·.·,. 

<® : ~-'"-····.••-~<~-

B 

September, with myself as skipper, for up to gale 8. We ·considered• 
Nigel Cumming, · Gerry Smith, going into Dover but by 0509 the 
Bob Taylor, Barry Kenilworth wihd moderated to force 5-6 with 
and Gardner Sorum; Christopher occasional gusts of force 7. The 
Chadd joined soon after._At 1155 number 5 genoa was reset and the 
the weather included Humber/ main unrolled to three quarters of 
Thames southerly 5-7: Dover its area. The 0600 forecast gave a 
Wight, westerly 6-7, locally gale 8. southerly 6 to 8, veering south- the time. We were not hard on the no.cause for concern. 
While not relishing the· prospect west, perhaps severe gale 9 later. wind; maybe about. 45 degrees The lee boards for the main 
of bad weather there was never Rain at times. Moderate. apparent. If we steered 270, we hatch had been put by me beside 
any question of not leaving. We . I again briefly entertained the would make close to the Owers. one of .the liferafts· in a hatch in 
cast off at 1205 with the first of idea of putting into Dover, but we 'As darkness approached we took the cockpit. We did not fit them 
the ebb tide. We set the number 3 were sailing at 8½ knots on course, off the number 5 genoa, and reefed into place· as little water was 
genoa and full main. As the wind . with a fair tide. Duri:geness came the· main again to 15 rolls. -'.fhe coming over the deck, and below 
and seas increased we took off the abeam at about 0945 an we wind was SSW 7-9. We could not it was pretty stuffy. 
main, and for the beat down the changed course for the Royal find the hanked storm jib but , Gardner came on the helm, 
Barrow we changed to the number Sovereign_. At the Royal Sovereign were not unduly worried ·about wearing the yacht's jacket with 
5 genoa. This improved the ride we were about a mile inshore of this ( the jib was later found in the built in harness .. He was .clipped to 
considerably. But our speed was the light structure (see.map); this saloon locker). I wanted to keep the backstay. He ·was standing at 
cut and we made little progress was probably due to steering error crew off the foredeck in night the wheel. Nigel -\1/as wearing a· 
attempting to tack down the in the rough sea. We tacked short conditions, hence the taking off yacht's lifejacket with his lifeline 
Barrow Deep against a strong tide of the structure and again when the genoa and leaving· only the clipped to the port side toerail. 
and a rough, short sea. The pros- about a mile to seaward, ;;ind laid mainsail set. She went easily under Gerry was wearing his own oil
pect of being among the sands at for the Owers Light Buoy. main.alone. The sea was wild and skins but no harness or lifejacket, 
nightfall was worrying so we about The 1355 shipping forecast was the wave tops were being sheered and was lying down wedged in the 
turned from SW to a NE course. south 6 to gale 8, locally severe · off. It became difficult to see or narrow space outside the top of 
Clearing the' sands we headed SE gale 9, veering south west. Periods hear. Our speed was eased to 4-5 the companionway. He listened 
but as darkness ap·proached, · and of heavy rain. Moderate- or poor. knots. The tide began to run. for a while to Nigel and Gardner 
as we were in no hurry on the trip, Although this· sounded ominous against us. discussing the compass light, then 
we took off the genoa and reset there was little we could do about At 2100 it was dark and we he dozed off. 
the main rolled down to a third it. The wind· increased and about. could see the Owers (B on the At about 2300, at a rosition 
of its size with about 1'5 rolls in. five- miles west of Beachy Head chart). It was fine on the port 7-10 miles east oflhe Owers, with 
Although the wind was gusting .(A on the chart) we rolled down bow._ Soon the wind was blowing the light bearing about 6 degrees 
force 8 the boat was comfortable the main to a-bout half its size. We 40-50 knots (force 9-10). The sea •off the port bow, we were hit by 
.and everyone had some sleep. held onto the number 5 genoa. was very rough but the boat's the first large wave. The wind was 

This was the same rig we carried The wind was force 7-8 SSW at movements were regular and gave gusting -50. knots (Shoreham re-

ported 60 knots), and had mean
time. come somewhat ahead, but 
we were still just comfortably off 
the wind. She rose· very· quickly 
and at the same time. heeled 
violently to starboard until it 
seemed she would capsize. We 
.heeled over at least 90 degrees 
(position C). Gear in the saloon 
and sail bins fell about. She stopped 
rising, paused, then fell with ex
treme violence on to· either the 
starboard side or side and deck. 
It was difficult to assess how far 
she had heeled. On impact most 
of the deck beams on the star
board side from the after bulkhead 
of the galley to the forward bulk
head of the saloon split along · 
their laminations -or -broke away 
from the deck. Deckbeams were 
3" tapering to 2½" by 1-5/8" 
(2-1/8" by Way of the mast), 
spaced every 13½". The wave 
appeared to break over the boat 
and. water entered through the 
starboard deck ventilator and 

Continued on p_age-< 15 

If you think because·we m~de~ Golden· Fleece's. mast 
were too big to make a mast for YC?Ur dinghy 

· · - -you.re wrong. 
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,SQU:rH-Af.RIGAN. YAC>HTSMAN 

Because we make masts for 
anything from Optimists to ocean 1 

racers. 
And we have access to the most 

comprehensive range of mast sections ' 
-available in this country, plus a large 
selection of imported sections. 

So whatever section or type of 
mast you want, ask us. We're almost 
sure to have it. 

Our standard of workmanship is 
becoming famous. Isn't the fact that 
our quality is good enough for one of 
our Admiral's ~up yachts a small 
indication? 

Contact us at the telephone 
number below, or if you prefer write, 
for a quotation on the _mast you want. 

And remember. Nothing is too 
small or too big. 

Paul Green Mast~. P.O. Box 
2902, Durban 4000. Telephone 
Durban 416762. 

cAPRlh~975 
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MORNING CLOUD 
Continued from page 14 

through the main hatch. The boat hinges, and where a bolt secured• 
righted herself quickly and neither the hatch, the coaming had been 
'the damage to the hull nor the tom away .. 
amount of water we had taken in Water cascaded in through both 
was in any way disastrous. She forward and main hatches. Bob 
survived the first knock down well. was thrown outside the -boat aiid 

Gerry, who woke submerged in he hauled himself in by hi; genoa 
water (and lucky not to have been. sheet. He broke surface to find the 
thrown out of the boat), was heard 
from below to shout "Man over- boat flat on its side with the mast; 
board, all hands on deck". The in the water, so was able to get 
helmsman· Gardner was seen by back aboard without difficulty. 
him trailing astern on his lifeline. Gardner had been thrown into the , 
Two went on deck: I paused on curl of the mainsail, between it ~ 
the companionway to start the and the boom. When the boat · 
engine in neutr;u). Four of us righted, very violently, he fell into _ 
pulled Gardner back on board. the cockpit. The helmsman's foot
This took about 5 minutes. A rest had moved and the lines 
head count showed that Nigel was connecting the horseshoes to the 
also missing. Nobody was on the danbuoys were trapped beneath 
helm at this time but we found it. The danlmoys .could not be 
her still on course and immediately thrown. 

- went back on a reciprocal course. The boat was stationary, lying Pro.vince, have been selected 
That is, East on the compass .. to wind and wallowing low in the Championship at Largs, Scott 
Nigel's snap shackle was found, water. The following damage was chosen to sail Lasers. 
still clipped to the toe rail with visible. The top of the port side ~-------------, 
-~bout two feet of line attached to cockpit locker was missing as was 
1t., The end had frayed and had the liferaft contained in the locker. 
obviously ,broken .. I went ~elow The coaming forward of the main 
and got up the wireless aenal (a •hatch on the starboard side was 
whip aerial stowed in_ two parts gone ( this 'drifted ashore almost 
below decks), and tned to put at the same time as we did, even
out a distress call. tually). A section of toerail about 

SOLINGS 
AT LAKE 
MIDMAR The engine had stopped and 10 feet long forward of the cock

would fire and n~n for a t:ew pit . on the starboard side had 
seconds, then not pick up. Tunmg become detached and was held The 1974-75 season at Midmar 
both transmitter and receiver to only by its after end. The compass closed - as far as the Solings are 
2181, the receiver worked, but mounted forward of the main concern.ed- on February 23, with 
the switch on the handset would hatch had gone. And the spreaders a very enjoyable weekend's sailing. Trials to select the South 
not activate the transmitter. After were both bent about 45 degrees, For the first time since Christmas, African team for the World Youth 
5-10 minutes I gave up and decided one forward, one aft. the sun shone in the sky dappled Championships to be held ii;i Largs, 
to send off some flares. A bundle Below water entered through with cumulus, and not a drop of Scotland, later this year were 
was in the po~t side locker behind the forehatch every time a wave rain fell to spoil the fun. The sailed at False Bay during the 
the after sail 6in. I selected the broke, and I suspected damage breeze was good, too, if a little Easter weekend. 
parachute flares and carefully read below the waterline. _ patchy, and the five boats of The selections were held · in 
the instruction~. The first an~ In her waterlogged state she Saturday morning were joined by Fireballs (the closest boat sailed 
se~ond flares fa~ed to "'.0 rk; ~e was impossible to get off the wind. another two for the rest of the in this country to a 4 70) and 
third fired but m the high wmd I was convinced that she could · weekend, making it the best turn- Lasers. Teams from four provinces 
failed t~ gain altitude and went not stay afloat for much longer, out for a long time. (Eastern Province, Transvaal, Natal 
off honzontally a~out 10 feet and if another large wave hit her Timm Zarnack abandoned his and Western Province) and South 
above the water. 1 did not atte~pt she would almost certainly sink at post aboard Solitaire on the Satur- West Africa arrived for the trials. 
to_send ?ff any 1:1ore flares. Dunng once. In the interest of those left day to prepare a bathtub load of The first race was scheduled 
this penod Chns reported that we on board l therefore decided that seafood for a superb br;iai on for Saturday, but it was cancelled 
were lea_ki~g behind the starboard we should abandon her as quickly Saturday night _ a stout effort in a 35 knot south-easterly, when 
after sa~bm. I was not able _to as possible. which earned him the gratitude of the selectors quite rightly decided 
check this though we were certam- We took the 4-man life-raft all the Soling fraternity. that the trials should be a test of 
ly making water. I im~ediately (rom the starboard cockpit locker. To further emphasise the end skill and not endurance. 
checked the keelbolts which were We secured the line to the boat of a very enjoyable season, a The next day, the breezes were 
undisturbed and I came to no inflated the raft and placed it i~ Soling dinner was held at the more favourable and five races 
conclusio~. the water on the leeward (star- Royal Hotel, Durban, on February were sailed with the teams swop-

. We sailed ~~ck east for 5-10 board) side. I went below and 25. Thirty-seven skippers, crews, ping boats after each race. Early 
mmutes, oversailing the area where told Gardner we were leaving the wives and sweethearts gathered in on, it appeared that there were 
the knock down_ had occurred. boat. Everyone helped him on the Viking Room to yet another only two provinces in the running 
But we saw no!hing. The waves, -deck. With two people in the raft culinary delignt, while Chairman in both classes - Western Province 
both before the one knock down and two on the boat we were able Bob Walker ducked paper aero- and Natal. 
wave and aft~r it (as we saile~ togethiminto the raft. The boat's planes and a barrage of good-· The ruling that the Fireballs 
W~st) and agam as_ we tum~d (to gunwhale was by now level with natured heckling to give a speech could not use bowlaunchers (470's 
sail East) were not unusual many that uf the liferaft. The remaining in his inimitable style. which will be sailed at Largs, do 
w~y. We then turne~ back west two people got into the raft. It The season at Midmar had been not have them) caused some con
with a mutual fe~lmg that we was now about midnight. We were divided into two 'Saturday Series', sternation because_ the participants 
would not find Nigel. carried downwind very rapidly but 'before' and 'after' Christmas. A had not been informed before-

Bob was on deck se~ured by _a caught a last glimpse of the boat curious set of results led to an 8- hand. 

R/O·RACE 
YACHTS 

MUSTBE 
MEASURED 

By CLIVE JONES, 
I.O.'R. Measurer, Durban 

All yachts competing as official 
entrants in the 1976 Cape to Rio 
Race are required as a condition 
of entry, to be in possession of a 
valid I.O.R. Mark III Rating Certi
ficate, before the start. 

To those potential entrants 
who have not seen an I.O.R. Mark 
III Rating Certificate, it may seem_ 
to be just another piece of red· 
tape to be complied with. Those 
who have seen the monster know 
better. 

I.O.R. Mark III is probably the 
most ·cunning document ever 
devised to consume time, promote 
heated dissension, provoke high 
blood pressure and at the same 
time, possibly, serve a useful
purpose. 

I propose to deal with only the 
first of the attributes of I.O.R. 
Mark III - namely the consump
tion of time. 

A very large entry is expected 
for the 197 5 Rio Race quite 
possibly as many as 75 yachts. It 
is quite probable that fewer than 
a third of those have a valid l.O.R. 
certificate (issued since January 
1972). Therefore probably fifty 
yachts require measurement. 

It can take about 24 hours 
total measuring time to do that 
job on each yacht. Say three days 
per yacht. There are at the moment 
three measurers in the country 
( one in Cape Town, one in Durban 
and one on the Reef): The 
measurers all have to work to 
keep body and soul together and 
can only devote some of their 
leisure time to the 1.O.R. beast. 

The above few bald sentences 
set out the problem. The implica
tion is obvious - if all - or lets 
be blunt - if more than a very 
few entrants expect measurement 
after the middle of December 
1975, there are going to be many 
very disappointed yachtsmen, 
come the big day in January 1976 
when the fleet sets off for Rio. 

If you intend to enter the 1976 
Rio Race get hold of a measurer 
as soon as your yacht has got its 
hull,. deck, keel and skeg (if any) 
complete. · At all costs a bottle 
neck must be avoided in December 
1975. 

The measurers ate Dave Mc 
Cormickc/o R.C.Y.C., Cape Town, 
Clive Jones c/o P.Y.C., Durban 
and Bill Donelly 8 2 6-2 6 7 7 
Johannesburg. genoa sheet, and steenng. C~s through the spray. boat tie for the 'before' series, so In Fireballs, the W.P. team of 

was not secured, as he had JU~t We streamed the drogue and the winner was picked out of a Vulliamy and Bongers sailed to 
come ont? deck through the mam this checked our speed. The raft hat - it turned out to be 'Jade', four firsts and a second over the~-~--------:-_,---
hatch, which was op~n. continued to be driven by the and Guy Reynolds and"his merry ·Natal team of McCurrach and r; 

Gardner was abou_t to descend wind on an approximately NE men received a handsome prize. Stephen Leigh. 
through _the comparuonway, and course: We approached Shoreham Records showed the winner of the hi Lasers, Michael Leigh of ~ 
had un~hpped. At. about 2330 we within a mile, then drifted along 'after' series to be 'Solan', and Natal showed his superiority in 
wtere-b hitt bthyea-smeceonp. d

0
s!at!ognea wsa;e• the coast, and the bearing of the Dick Haliburton and his crew had Wthep stronger breebzets, ~hilli~ghtht e -~;:,__i~~::::;;;;;·· - _ 

a a 0
~ sa 1 1 . chimney lights appeared to remain broad smiles as they received .. teams went e ter m er " 

were hit by the first.. She rose m constant for some hours. Before another enviable prize. winds. 
exactly the same way but appeared it got light _ about 0500 _ we lit The sincere thanks of the After the series, the selectors 
to be even further heeled. I was a hand-held flare. There were three Association go .. Private Line and unanimously chose Michael Leigh 
~own across the saloon and was in the raft, packed together in a to Elvstrom Sails kr their generous in Lasers and Michael Vulliamy 
m1ured. The deck _ beams were polythene bag. The flare lit and gifts of the prizes for the two and Jeroen Bongers to sail 4 70's 
further damaged. Splinters detach- burned satisfactorily. Al;lout half Midmar Series this year. at Largs. 
ed themselves from the beams and an hour later, still off Shoreham, L-.----------------------------1 
several beams became completely the other two flares in the pack 
sep~rated froi:n, the deck. One were tried but due to spray getting 
beam, bro~en m t~o places, hung into the raft they were wet and 
on loosely by splinters. The for- would not ignite. After Shoreham 
ward hatch was tom off. !f ow the we drifted along the coast. The 
hatch was tom off I_ d~n t ~ow. parachute flares were tried later 
There have been theo!1es._ Either· (off Hove), but these had no pro
the_ rus~ of water commg m from tective wrapping at- all and were 
aft 1s s~d _to have created a pressure useless. During the fmal two h,;>Urs 
from ms1de. But no one below the eastward movement increased 
felt any increased pressure or ea~ (there may be a local eddy or the 
popping. And we did not see any wind may have veered). We were 
weighty object or sail in its bag driven quickly along the coast 
hit the hatch. The noise of the towards Brighton (F) and passed 
water rushing across the deck was 50-100 ~ards off the end of the 
thunderous and I feel this water Palace Pier. About half way bet
picked it u~, tearing off the two ween the pitir and ~he Brighton 

APRIL)l975 

Marina works, and about 500 
yards offshore, we hit the surf. 

The first breaker rolled the raft 
over and everyone was thrown 
through the canopy into the water. 
The raft was upside down with 
Gardner underneath it. Bob was 
some yards away but managed to 
swim back. Everyone was then . 
holding on to the lifelines of the 
raft. Shortly after, another large 
breaker righted the raft and Bob 
and Gerry got back in although it 
was full of water. Gardner was 
hanging on to the outside with his 
uninjured arm. Barry and I stayed 
outside guiding the raft and stab-

-SOUTH AFR/CAN-•YACHTSMAN 

ilising it to gain maximum benefit 
from the_ surf. Gardner was be
coming weaker and said he did 
not think he could con·tinue; Bob 
got him into the raft and got out 
himself. Shortly after this Barry 
touched bottom. Barry, Bob and 
I dragged the raft in until it 
grounded on the sand. We were 
met by helpers in the shallows 
and by the police on the beach. 
We landed at 0733. 
This article was reproduced with the 
kind permission of Seahorse magazine, 
the ocean racing magazine, and is avail
able <;m subscription from Ocean Publi
catiohs, 34 Buckjngham Palace Road, 
London SWJW ORE at £3,50. 

EXTRA, 
TEMPO 
RESULTS 
Results for the Extra and Tempo 
classes were: 

Extras: 
1 - G. Norris ( 4,1,3,13) 32, 7 pts; 
2 - W. Walters (2,3,6,9) 35,4 pts; 
3 - I. Donald (5,2,4,15) 42,0 pts 

Tempos: 
1 -E.Johnson (1,2,3,Rtd) 31,7pts 
2 - B. Hussem (2,Rtd,4,1) 33,0pts 
3-B.Buckley (4,1,2,Rtd) 34,0pts 
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TREMENDOUS 
GROWTH FOR 

FLYING 
-FIFTEENS 

By COLIN HUGHES -

Midway through a season which 
has seen further· tremendous 
growth in oi.lr class, it is appro
priate to use the first number of 
this new magazine to let all of 
you know that we are very much 
alive and well and sailing in-Durban, 
Ea_st London, Midmar, Spioen Kop 
and Vaal Dam. 

This is the association's first 
newsletter and in future y_ou will 
be able to keep in touch both 
through the class news in this 
magazine and through further 
newsletters sent direct to Jou as 
members of the association. 

line or two now - the moor the 
merrier! 

Have you booked your accom
modation at Midmar Dam outside 
Pietermaritzburg for the 1975 
National Championships? If not, 
go tQ it now. · The -Natal Parks 
Board offer the most delightful 
accommodation in the form of 
fully equipped two-bedroom 
chalets, log. cabins, caravan and 
campsites set in most attractive, 
surroundings. 

We are going to keep you 
aware of future national and local 
class events of interest, together 
with any international snippets 
that come our way, but need your 
co-operation in sending us your 
local news - we don't want to 
become the Durban Bay Monitor! 

Lots of room for the boats on 
the hard or moored, and plenty of 
space for the kids to play while 
their folks yell for water (pre
sunset) and harder (if that's poss
ible) tacks (post-sunset). All 
systems are, courtesy of the 
Heriley-Midmar Yacht Club, go for 
the October long weekend, Friday 
10th to Sunday 12th, so why ·not 
come the weekend before, and 
practise! 

The Flying Fifteen class is alive and well aniJ sailing - particularly on Durban Bay where there is some 
very keen racing. Here they-slice to windward in a stiff south-westerly. Photograph by Pat Phillips. 

You could start now by 'volun
teering' one person from each 
area to send our secretary details 
of all the Flying Fifteens in your 
area ·.::.. ·owners, sail numbers, 
names, . manufacturers, whether 
you race _ or cruise, and what 
facilities are like down your .way 
for· visitors with or without 
Fifteens in tow. Throw Linda a 

Midmar is an ideal place for a 
holiday, and there is no reason 
that we shouldn't see 30 boats 
racing for the title of National 
Champion over that weekend -
so start booking - the Natal 
Parks Board, Piejermaritzburg will 
take them from April onwards. 

On the local Durban Bay, 

scene the Royal Natal Yacht Club 
have· been magnificent in organis
ing an Easter Regatta for tlie 
Flying Fifteens at short notice 
around a deep-w,ater triangular 
course · in the ·Bay. 

While the dinghies pointedly
crossed the surf at Vetch's Pier to 
embark on their offshore series, 
the Fifteens looked high, dry and 
unloved on the hard, until enter 

the R.N.Y.C. in shining lifejackets 
riding their snow white launches 
to organise not only the. Easter 
sailing, but most of the Sunday 
morning sailing thereafter - our 
grateful thanks! 

Negotiations are in progress to 
get the Fifteens offshore at Durban, 
both for the weekend of June 

. 14th/15th and the Carnival week
end in July - so if you are planning 

. to be around_DurtJan then - bring 
your Fifteen with you 1 

Don't miss us, same place same 
time next month, and in the mean
while book your spcit at Midmar 
and send that news to Linda. 

Secretary: Mrs Linda Simons 
54 Grafton Street 
Oceanview, 
Bluff, Natal _____ ___; __________________________ _, 

..J 

~ 

A pre-national regatta tune-up proved very worthwhile for Chris Moreton and Nie 
Clews of Pretoria S. C. Although they' came second to Colin Gerrans in the tune-up at 
Florida, they won at False Bay and are national champions. 

By JO HAN KO~L. 

On March 8 and 9, 15 Spear- home waters. 
heads parti'cipated in a 'tune-up- The highlight of the weekend's 
for-the-Nationals' regatta. Florida racing was the way Ernie Orr 
Yacht Club was the host and did staved off an onslaught from Chris 
an extremely good job of it. And Moreton· in the last race. Ernie 
the fr~e beers supplied by the sailing 220 'Tempest II' m.anaged 
Association after every race went. to win by a couple of yards. If 
down even better! Chris had beaten Ernie in this. 

Unfortunately, but not unex- race he would have won the 
pectedly, the wind was light and regatta. This, however,. was not to 
fluky ,throughout the weekend. be and Ernie carried the day. 
Only one race could be sailed on The final results were:-
Saturday, and three races were Points 
battled out in the light stuff on 1. Colin Gerrans 13 points 

·Sunday. 2. . Chris Moreton 14 " 
The regatta was dominated by 3. Gert Bohnsack 24,4 " 

the two yachtsmeri from Pretoria, 4. Ernie Orr 29,7 " 
Colin Gerrans and Chris Moreton, 5. Donald Corrie 31,l " 
both Colin and Chris have repre- 6. D. Hofmeyer 52,5 
sented South Africa in the 4 70 7. Tom de Lange 52, 7 " 
World Championships and their 8. M. Rumsey 56,7 " 
experience was obvious. 9. S. Kuhn 63,4 " 

Colin Gerrans sailing his newly 10. · Dave Goldblatt ·67 
launched Jack White glass fibre 11. I. Lang 69 • 
Spearhead 'Solitaire' 'No. 300, 12. Nigel Clack 71 
finally managed to beat Chris No. 13. Frank Keyworth 75 
28~ by one point. Third was Gert 14. Hennie Massyn · 77 
Bohnsack No. 181 sailing" on his 15. Mike Goldblatt 87 " 

.. ~· 

ELVSTROM 
. -

NOWl'NTHE 
TRANSVAAL 

Come around to our new sail loft in the 
Johannesburg area and meet Garth Hichens 
who is there to help you with sails, spars 
and fittings to suit all types of ding~ies 
and keelboats. 

ELVSTROM. SAILS TVL. 
47 Rivonia Road, Sandton ( ,½ km from 
Sandton City). Phone 784-0487. 
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