
Make A Career 
of Sailing 

We offer a 4 I /2 week intensive 
theoretical and practical CAREER 

SAIL TRAINING course which 
prepares the student for a career 

OVERSEAS in the charter and 
boating industry. 

Yacht Hand & Yacht 
Skipper (CASA) 

Both are 4 I /2 Day courses which 
include morning lectures and sailing 

from midday to evening. These 
courses can be run back to back or 
taken individually. CASA certificates 
of completion are issued to those 

who pass the examinations. 

Coastal Skipper to 
Yacht Master Ocean 

(CASA) 
CASA Preparation courses are held 

regularly but on demand. A qualified 
instructor is provided to guide the 
student through the questions that 

can be expected and to brush up on 
both theoretical and practical 
aspects of the examination. 

Weekend Sailing 
A new innovation for the person 

wishing to maintain their sailing skills, 
but who do not have access to a 

boat of their own. The sailing is done 
under the guidance of an instructor 
where old skills are practised and 
improved and depending on the 
experience and capability of the 

crew, it may incorporate 48 hours of 
continuous sailing along the coast. 

For More Information 
and Brochures 
Contact Roz, John or Robbie 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT: 
www.oceansailing.co.za 

OCEAN 
SAILING 
ACADEMY 

SOUTH AFRICA 1S 

FINEST SAILING SCHOOL 

Tel. (031) 30 I 5726 
Fax. (031) 307 1257 

E-mail: academy@oceansailing.co.za 
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Take a large portion of patience, a 
measure of luck, a touch of inspira
tion and a dash of local knowledge, 
place it all in a J27, and you have 
the recipe for light wind sailing suc
cess on the flat waters of the Vaal 
Dam. 

Or so it seemed on Sunday January 
1 7, when Rob Wilcox and Brian 
Sutherland took On the Rampage to line 
and handicap honours in the 41st Round 
the Island Race. 

For the sunbathers, beer drinkers and 
ice-lolly vendors ashore at host club 
LDYC, the day was perfect. Not so for 
those out on the water. With the breeze 
ranging between five knots and feathers, it 
was a frustrating time for most competi
tors. For others, it was an exercise in futili
ty. One top sailor who fell into the second 
category was Eric Cook, last year's winner 
on a Tornado in a record 61min 27sec. 
Thirty minutes into the 25-nautical mile 
race, Cook decided he had had enough. 

And most would have agreed then that 
there was no way LDYC would be paying 
the R5000 incentive on offer for breaking 
the one hour barrier! 

V 

"It was simply not a Tornado day," said 
Cook afterwards. "I looked at the weather 
pattern and concluded it would be a 
drifter, and that it would be no fun to sit 
out there for four or five hours. There was 
a little unexpected wind after 11h00, but I 
had already decided (with the dearth of 
wind) it was going to be a lottery. And I'm 
not a good gambler." 

The fact that only 255 of 453 entrants 
finished suggests there were others who 
felt the same.way. 

Yet, when the keelboats got the 1999 
event rolling just after 08h00, in a breeze 
that had everyone reaching for their spin
naker halyards almost immediately, there 
was no hint that nature was offering no 
more than an empty promise. 

La Premiere, a Beneteau First Eight 
helmed by Alex Schon - a combination 
that beat all the J27s in Keelboat week 
late last year - shot out of the starting 
blocks, followed closely by a J22 called 
Kamakazi Express (Ewald Sternagel), an 
L26, Philanderer (Paul Thompson) and a 
little Mistral, Liza CMS, sailed by Rudolph 
Verheij. Then, out of the kaleidoscope of 
spinnaker colours provided by the mass 

keelboat start and the score of cats, 
dinghies and multihulls still awaiting 
their turns to go, came the J27s, 
such as Pure Magic and On the 
Rampage. 

As the leaders headed out into 
the middle of the dam, the multi
hulls were off, with the F27 Split 
Decision, again in the hands of 
Barry Stevens and family, but this 
time without Wilcox, making an 
early showing along with another 
former winner, Ben Mienie, on his 
Dragonfly, Krokodil. Nearing the 
south mark, no more than 20 
metres separated La Premiere, 
Pure Magic and On the Rampage, 
with the J22, the Mistral and the 
L26 not too far off the pace. At the 
mark, On the Rampage went 
through wide, escaping the huge 
hole that awaited all those who ven
tured too close to the island. 

It was here, at the back of the 
island, that the race was won and 
lost. 

Somehow, Wilcox kept On the 
Rampage on the move, with spin
naker barely filling. With very little 
success, the ultra-light 49-ers. tried 
every which way to break free of 
the log jam. For the rest, it was 
progress that could be measured in 
centimetres, or not at all. 

La Premier had a wonderfully tactical race with 
the eventual winner, and had to settle for sec
ond spot. 

At the north mark, where merci
f u 11 y, there was a breeze once 
more, On the Rampage appeared 

http://www.sailing.co.za 

The crew of On the Rampage were worthy winners of the Round the Island Race wh,ich was sailed in difficult conditions. 

Chug along in style in the Walker Bay a 
• Boat and motor package. 
• 2hp YAMAHA outboard motor 
• 8ft versatile all purpose dinghy. 
• Unique colour-impregnated (non-fading) 

polypropylene resin. 
• Injection moulded. 
• High impact and UV Resistant. 
• Broad beam for maximum stability. 
• Skid pad to protect keel from wear. 
• Easily transported on a car roof. 
• Designed to meet 

US Coastguard, 
Canadian 
Coastguard and 
EC safety 
requirements. 

Contact your nearest Yamaha dealer 0800 001779 

Yamaha is the market leader in marine products a1nd its 
nationwide dealer network are leaders in servi,ce. 
Good reasons why Yamaha outboards make sense 

http://www.sailing.co.za 
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For the performance of your life. 
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The Robinson Cruise Ou's 
by Dave Beattie 

He cannot tie a bow
line yet; and he is a 
bit of a lightweight 
for the trapeze. But 
if pedigree is any
thing to go by, then 
little Ryan Robinson 
has got a great 
future in sailing. 

As it is, he must 
have set some sort of 
record in mid-January 
in Lake Deneys Yacht 
Club's annual Round 
the Island race. A cir
cumnavigation of Groot 
Eiland at the age of 25 months will take some beating. 

Ryan's mother is Gill, winner of the provincial Sprog championship a handful of 
times, and his father is Mike, a Fireball sailor of note. What's more Ryan has a sis
ter, Katherine (13), and two brothers, Rickie (11) and Brennan (10), all of whom 
are thoroughly at home on anything that floats. 

Mike is commodore of Boskop Yacht Club. He and one or two stalwarts were 
instrumental in resuscitating a club that all but perished along with some of the min
ing communities in the Carltonville area a few years ago. Part of that revival was 
building Oppies - the much-acclaimed "Boskoptimists" - and starting a junior sail 
programme. Right now, Boskop is thriving as never before. 

Given that background, and all that enthusiasm, it was no surprise when the 
entire family pitched up to LDYC for the Round the Island race. They came with 
an unusual boat - a beast of a thing called a Quagga. It is 20ft Lavranos-designed 
swing-keel open dinghy (there are apparently only six or seven in the country) with 
a tiny storage "cabin" at the sharp end. When there is wind, it goes like hell. But it 
can be a handful and, just in case the occasion demanded a bit more muscle, the 
Robinsons enlisted the aid of a Boskop friend and a Hobie sailor of distinction, 
Hans Mans. 

On the day, there was hardly a breath of wind; and the main concerns for the 
Robinson Cruise Ou's were keeping cool and avoiding boredom for about five 
hours. 

No such worries for little Ryan though. "After a while, he just crawled into the 
coolest place he could find and went to sleep," said Mike. 

~ 

SCOTT BADER 
Manufacturers and suppliers 

of quality 
CRVSTIC® Resins, 

Gelcoats and Ancillary Materials. 

Johannesburg 
Cape Town 
Durban 
Port Elizabeth 
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to have left the field for dead. Some 20 
minutes behind her, came La Premiere, 
and Vodacom, the one 49-er, sailed by 
Alec Lanham-Love and William Voerman, 
that had broken free on the blind side of 
the island. 

With On the Rampage home and dry 
in an elapsed time of 3hrs 37 minutes, 
interest centred on a fine tactical battle 
between the 49-er and the Beneteau, but 
once Lanham-Love and Voerman went 
ahead in a slightly freshening breeze, 
Schon and his LDYC men (Luke Fisher, 
John Gauk-Rodgers, Simon Farrington 
and Andy Fulton) had no option but to set
tle for third place. However, the Beneteau 
boys were still upbeat. "We did well in the 
Commodore's race (on the Friday) and the 
tune up (Sat)," said Schon. "Sure we were 
beaten by a j27, but we also had a few 
behind us. We had a great weekend." 

Wilcox and Sutherland had a better 
one. Wilcox, who describes himself as "a 
dinghy sailor" who used to sail 505s and 
FDs, says he has sailed the Round the 
Island '"a few times". What does not come 
so readily from the man from VLC is that 
this was his fourth win in the event. With 
Peter Hishin, he twice won on Skedaddle 
a few years back, and of course, he was 
on Split Decision two years ago. 

"We made a bum start," he said. "Then 
we started looking good. I think we made 
two good decisions, at the south mark and 
the back of the island. There is usually bet
ter wind further away from the island, so 
we bore off to get away from the leaders. 
Then, we decided to keep the spinnaker 
up, and it just filled enough to keep us 
going to where we could see better wind 
at the north mark. Our main worry was 
that the wind would really pick up and that 
the 49-ers would come through. One of 
them, Mr Price, came wide with us, but 
then they just sat." It was a stroke of for
tune that led to Wilcox being aboard On the 
Rampage at all. 

As Sutherland, from Aeolians Club, 
explained: "My father and I usually sail 
her, but he was away in Australia, and so I 
was going to be the skipper when Rob 
came along looking for a spot. "So, he 
helmed, and I became the foredeck man." 

On the Rampage had seven aboard, 
including four junior sailors. 

"We went for fun and we won," said 
Sutherland. "The youngsters had a ball." 

Paying tribute to Wilcox, he said: "At 
the back of the island we went "puff hunt
ing" and then to where the slight wind 
was. I think Rob is the best puff hunter in 
the Transvaal." 

Many competitors considered it one of 
the finest Round the Island events in 
recent years. Schon summed up the three 
days of sailing as succinctly as any. "The 
people at LDYC, and all those who 
helped on and off the water, did a fantastic 
job. The organisation was really good. 
Carry on like this and the Round the 
Island event will soon be returned to its 
former glory." J, 

http://www.sailing.co.za 
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Round the Island Race Race 

Overall 
1 On the Rampage 
2 La Premier 
3 Liza CMS 
4 Yankee Girl 
5 Philanderer 
6 Radio Active 
7 Bloo the Budget 
8 Vodacom 
9 Cabriole 
10 Tri Station 

J27 
First 8 
Mistral 
J24 
L26 
L26 
Dolphin 
49er 
First 8 
Dragonfly 

Keelboat - Top 5 Positions 
1 On the Rampage J27 
2 La Premier First 8 
3 Liza CMS Mistral 
4 Yankee Girl J24 
5 Philanderer L26 

Multihulls - Top 5 Results 
1 Tri Station Dragonfly 
2 Magic Dragon Dragonfly 
3 no name Dragonfly 
4 Krokodil Dragonfly 
5 Trime F27 

Dinghies - Top 5 Results 
1 Bloo the Budget Dolphin 
2 Vodacom 49er 
3 Midnight Express Dolphin 
4 no name 49er 
5 Body Beater 49er 

Catamarans - Top 5 Results 
1 Fuggard Hobie 16 
2 Hayson Two Hobie 16 
3 Witchcraft Hobie 16 
4 no name Hobie 18 
5 no name Hobie 16 

ClASS RESULTS 

505 
1 Boon Doggle 
2 Laat Waai 
3 Two Dogs Funking 

49er 
1 Vodacom 
2 no name 
3 Mr Price 

Atlantis 36 
1 Aragon 

Dart 
1 Full Storm 
2 Mungrel 
3 Aclelarando 
4 Grace 11 
5 no name 

Dolphin 
1 Bloo the Budget 
2 Midnight Express 
3 no name 

Dragonfly 
1 Tri Station 
2 Magic Dragon 
3 no name 
4 Krokodil 
5 Shalaubie 

Flying Dutchman 
1 Genesis 
2 Flash Dance 11 
3 Afri Sunset 

Fireball 
1 no name 
2 Blunderbuss 
3 Swan Song 

Formula 1 
1 Vital Spark 
2 No Compromise 
3 Sun Spirit 

GP 14 
1 Gee Bee 

Hobie 14 
1 Hiccup 

Hobie 16 
1 Witchcraft 

Hobie 18 
1 no name 

Holiday 23 
1 Gitan 
2 Belles & Boys 
3 Liza Jane 11 

Halcat 
1 Who Cares 
2 Snis 
3 no name 

Hunter 
1 Dream Catcher 
2 Obb 
3 Sambooka 

J22 
1 Kamakazi Express 
Rosie's Ranting 
Jambalaye 

L26 
1 Philanderer 
2 Radioactive 
3 Mischief 

Laser 
1 SailBird 
2 GDK 1 
3 no name 

Mistral 
1 Liza CMS 

Miura 
1 Hurakon 

Nimbus 
1 Smarty Pants 

Pl8 
1 Voodoo 

Stadt 23 
1 Staggerlee 
2 Mega Magic 
3 Stadistic 
4 Up Stadt 
5 Running on Empty 

Tornado 
1 Just Wild 
2 Scatcat 
3 Shear Magic 

4 IWODELS 
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