
LEGEND is that if you mention the name 
Wilbur Ellis Round The Island Race on the 
Vaal Dam, the wind will immediately die. 
And with good reason. For in the past this 
fine race has been a game of tactics rather 
than brute sail power, and this year was no 
exception. 

But also the race is a legend in that it 
always produces some of the finest inland 
competition anywhere. And again, this 
year was no exception. 

The Tornado Fire 'n Ice, which took 
overall line honours also won the event on 
handicap. 

And it was in a record of time of 72 
minutes that skipper Garth Boshoff 
crossed the line - ironically in the same 
boat that set the previous record of 82 
minutes in 1984. The boat during that 
race was skippered by Les Porter. 

The first keeler to cross the finishing 
line was Skedaddle, a Farr 38 skippered 
by Springbok Rick Nankin, who travelled 
all the way from Cape Town for the Vaal 
dam epic. 

The keelers were blown away by the 
catamarans as winds of 10 - 12 knots 
favoured the light, super-fast multi-hulls 
with 14 minutes separating the first cat 
and keeler. 

However, skippers were continually on 
the alert for some really big winds as the 
conditions were "thundery" throughout the 
race. In fact the day before 25 knots had 
brewed up which is big potatoes for the 
Vaal dam. 

The 24 nautical mile race held at 

Multlhulls dominated this year's event. 

Deneysville had 590 entries this year - 52 
more than last year - and is said to be the 
world's biggest inland sailing race, catering 
for both dinghies and keelboats. 

Consequently the start was chaotic with 
over-enthusiastic sailors jumping the gun 
regularly. There had to be four re-calls 
before a fair start got underway. 

Once agai"n there was drama as well, 
showing the intense competitiveness 
among the contestants. A crewmember 
aboard Spirit of Synergy had to be rushed 
to hospital for 23 stitches when he was hit 
on the head during a Chinese jibe. 

Also because of the low levels due to 
the drought in the highveld, a number of 
boats ran aground at Beacon Island with 
some suffering considerable damage. 

The race started with a paltry five knot 
breath to ghost the boats across the line 
on the first beat, which saw the cats take 
an immediate lead. At the windward mark 
the fetch saw most boats flying kites in 10 
knots of wind until they had rounded the 
island - again with cats showing the way, 
especially Fire 'n lee stamping her superi
ority. From there it was a tight reach in 
winds gusting to 20 knots which saw the 
multis really taking command. 

One of the more interesting boats in 
the race was the new 26ft Falcon catama
ran skippered by Durban sailmaker Pete 
Morganrood. The boat was designed by 
Phil Southwell for Durban yachtie Greg de 
Beyer, and is meant to be radical in the 
extreme. But for Pete, the Wilbur Ellis 
Round the Island is always a pilgrimage 
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A full range of auxilliary diesels from 9 hp 
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SPONSORED BY WILBUR ELLIS COMPANY 
HOSTED BY ROYAL NATAL YACHT CLUB 

One of the toughest races in the South African 
racing calendar The Wilbur Ellis Da Gama from 

Durban to East London is a true test of sailing 
talent, and all that is good in competition. 

Wilbur Ellis are proud to sponsor this 
prestigious event for the twelfth 
consecutive year and wish skippers 

and crews good sailing and above all, 
safe passage. 
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where he says he meets more friends and 
competitors than in any other race. 

"It's always great fun," says Morgan
rood, "and this year was no exception." 

"For us it was a bit of an experiment as 
we were trying out the prototype of the 
new cat, and we foµnd it a little rough 
around the edges. For example, it's over
weight - but one thing is certain, she 
planes magnificently, and that's what Greg 
and Southwell wanted - not a multihull 
that would dig in when it reaches its hull 
speed. 

"Upwind we were lucky to keep up 
. with the Hunters, but downwind when we 
got onto a plane, we would take 30 boats 
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almost in as many seconds. We had an L 
34 main, a genniker and a J 27 number 3 
jib up front. Unfortunately our spinnaker 
pole collapsed, but we did find that we 
were faster than the Dragonflys on the 
reach. 

'The boat's potentially dynamite, but it 
needs more sail area and. less weight." 

'Morgs' says that Durban yachties in 
particular are making this fine race a truly 
national event and a must on the local cat 
endar. 

"Last year I took a group from Ilse Bell 
across, and this year, they were wrecking 
cars - whatever - to get back there. The 
hospitality is amazing. This year I took 
another six guys up and put a few of them 
on Heinz Lindner's Atlantis. It's both a 
race and a jawl. And what a way to start 
the season!" 

RESULTS 
OVERAll (CORRECTED TIME) 

1 G Boshoff 
2 G Stevens 
3 ECook 
4 A Pretorius 
5 W Stevens 

Tornado 
Prindle 18 
Hobie 16 
Dart 
Prindle 18 

UNEHONOURS 
1 G Boshoff Tornado 
2 G Guthrie Dragonfly 
3 G Stevens Prindle 18 
4 E Cook Hobie 16 
5 A Schon Tornado 

Nautilus, one of the leading keelboats. 
CLASS RESULTS (classes with more 
than 10 boats) 

DART 
1 A Pretorius 
2 B Mienie 
3 LHolman 

HOBIE 14 
1 P Lagesse 
2 J Ellis 

HOBIE 16 
1 ECook 
2 GO'Shea 
3 J Tukker 

HALCAT 
1 C de Milander 
2 I Walker 
3 G Mason 

PRINDLE 18 
1 G Stevens 
2 W Stevens 
3 HKrober 

FLIPPER 
1 A Gill 
2 E Pfisterer 
3 G Clark 

LASER 
1 A Thornburn 
2 I Slatem 
3 MUoyd 

FORMUlA 1 
1 J Mendes 
2 P Steyn 
3 H Holman 

FlAMENCA 
1 D Barnett 
2 J de Bruin 
3 B Blaine 

HOUDAY23 
1 R Whitecross 
2 D Hughes 
3 J Ash 

HUNTER 
1 C Girard 
2 C Stevens 
3 J King 

J22 
1 I Ainslie 
2 T Addison 
3 D Rae 

J 27 
1 G Davidge-Pitts 
2 D Wibberley 
3 M Mendes 

JAGUAR 
I R Byleveld 
2 C Peglar 
3 A Duff 
L26 
1 M Lamprecht 
2 PThompson 
3 H Karolius 

MISTRAL 
1 D Aldred 
2 H Northnagel 
3 J Burton 

NIMBUS 
1 K Kohlpainter 
2 P Holcroft 
3 A Marenco 

STADT 23 
1 P French 
2 C Schweitzer 
3 B Szaler 

E ALLIED BANK 
JOHN MAI< IIN 

IA.ll.ll.D~lm 
Bankers you can talk to. 
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