
Aboue: Catamarans and monohu/1 dinghies 
preparing along with the keelers for the 
start of the Round the Island Race - the 
longest annual dinghy race in the world. 

"WE WERE determined that tradition 
would not be broken ... come drought or 
lower water." Strong words indeed, and 
particularly gratifying as they came from 
Mike Benn, Managing Director of 
Willards Foods, sponsors of the Stimorol 
Round-the-Island race. 

Doubts were cast as to whether the 
race would be held because of the 
drought, but good rains and rising waters 
eventually put paid to those fears. 

John Randall, Commodore of the 
Lake Denys Yacht Club, said that they 
were hoping for up to 700 entries, as 
more than 600 craft had entered the 
previous year. He pointed out that many 
people do not realise that the Vaal Dam 
is the Republic's yachting capital with 
more craft moored there than at all the 
coastal centres put together. 

Saturday afternoon saw the tune-up 
race, an olympic course sailed in calm 
conditions, but it was during Saturday 
evening that things really began to hot 
up. The disco was very well attended, 
while much beer was consumed by the 
various other parties scattered around 
the club and camping sites. 

Any hint of a hangover must either 
be contended with or cast aside the 
following morning, as competitors rose 
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Right: A Theta sailing through the early
morning chop at the start of the Round the 

Island Race. 

to find a good stiff 20 knotter blowing. 
Jockeying for positions on the start 

line was some feat in the huge and varied 
fleet of yachts. Maybe the drought did 
have some effect on the race as there 
were only 453 entries, but this still makes 
it the biggest inland yacht race in the 
world. 

The wind whipped up a 1,5-metre 
short, choppy swell. This, combined with 
the strong wind, made the going tough, 
especially for the two-man boats with 
crew hanging over the weather rail to 
keep the craft flat. 

The beat to the island sorted out the 
men from the boys, and at North End, 
the leaders were well within reach of the 
course record. Despite the wind 
moderating, the course record was still 
broken. 

Les Porter, sailing a Tornado, took line 
honours for the second successive year, 
breaking the record with a time of 1 hour, 
22 minutes and 56 seconds.He was 
followed by G. Stevens in a Prindle, K. 
Phillips in a Dart, D. Davenport in a 
Tornado and B. Downham in a Hobie 16. 

Dinghies took the first 42 positions, 
before the keelers started coming in. 
Three First Classes finished within 
seconds of each other to take the top line Right: Two Stadt 23's on the homeward leg. 

honours in the keelboat fleet. 
Naturally there were casualties, but on 

hand was a magnificent rescue service 
spearheaded by the National Sea Rescue 
Institute. Craft were provided by the 
Albatross Ski-boat Club, and LDYC. 
John Ferreira of the sponsoring 
company was very supportive of the 
NSRI involvement and said, "Because of 
the number of craft involved, it is an ideal 
opportunity for us to emphasise the need 
for greater water safety. We are 
organising a competition with all the 
proceeds going to the NSRI because we 
think it appropriate that they derive 
some benefit from a Reef event. After all, 
at this time of the year it is usually the 
Transvaal holidaymaker who benefits 
from NSRI services at the coast!" This 
attitude has no doubt gone a long way to 
helping the NSRI up a station in the 
Transvaal, and is an attitude that 
hopefully more people will adopt. 

Aboue: Concentration was the name of the 
game on Prelude, one of the Stadt 23's 
competing in the Round the Island Race. 

One of the down-wind flyers. 
This Hobie 16, skippered by 
B. Downham, was the third 
catamaran to finish the Round 
the Island Race and was also 
winner of the Hobie 16 class. 

ROUND-THE-ISLAND RACE 
RESULTS 

Line honours: 
(L. Porter - Tornado) 

Handicap winner: 
(K. Phillips - Dart) 

KEELBOATS (OVERALL) 
1. - (H. Linder - Astove 30) 
2. Welsh Witch - (J. Rees - Vivacity 20) 
3. Smoky Bear - ((E. Krige - Miura) 
4. Jasper - (W. Burger - Miura) 

HUNTERS 
1. Carper Bagger - (C. Martinson) 

MISTRAL 
1. Gioia - (R. Laver) 

STADT 23 
~ (Largest class competing with 

32 boats) 
1. Transcend - (M. Bezuidenhout) 
2. Moonshiner - (T. Redmond) 
3. Van der Humm - (K. Adams) 

THETA 
1. La Grizette - (C. Kleynjan) 
2. Ikwezi - (N. Belman) 
3. Gay Leilani - (A. du Toil) 

L26 
1. Ells Teeth - (R. Smolderen) 

VIVACITY 20 
1. Welsh Witch - (J. Rees) 

FIRST DINGHY OVER 15 FEET 
Sylkie - (N. Sutherland - Flying 
Dutchman) 

FIRST DINGHY UNDER 15 FEET 
- (B. Stevens - Laser II) 
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Aboue: Stadt 23 Gentility sailing through 
much calmer waters as she approaches the 

finishing line. 

OPEN CLASS DINGHIES OVER 
15 FEET 
1. Sylike (N. Sutherland - Flying 
Dutchman) 
2. Super Tramp - (S. Minter - 505) 
3. Fire Cracker (P. Bailey - Fireball) 

LASER 
l. - (R. Morrandozzo) 
2. Stewie - (D. Stewart) 
3. Capricorn - (A. Schon) 

GYPSY 
1. Tangerine - (M. Sadler) 

MUL TIHULLS (OVERALL) 
1. Magic Flight - (K. Phillips - Dart) 
2. - (G. Stevens - Dart) 
3. Extravaganza Pools - (B. Downham -
Hobie 16) 

MOSQUITO 
l. Stormy - (D. Miller) 

HOBIE 16 
l. Extravanganza Pools - (B. Downhan) 
2. Jolly Jumper - (E. Cook) 

HALCAT 
1. Rocking Stones - (T. van der Steene) 
2. Psi Cat - (K. Collins) 
3. Clinker - (T. Howden) 

OPEN CLASS MUL TIHULLS 
1. Magic Flight - (K. Phillips - Dart) 
2. - (L. Porter - Tornado) 
3. Rectifier - (D. Davenport - Tornado) 

FIRST LADY SKIPPER 
Mrs M.E. Day - (Hobie 16) 
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