
BLACK PEPPER 

DOUBLE CAPE 
Rob Meek reports ... 

W
E have changed paint brands! The freshly
mixed Dekro paint company willingly step

ped in to provide the financial backing required 
to orchestrate this year's double Cape race. 

All yachtsmen who participated in this inven
tive race extend their appreciation to Dekro for 
a most enjoyable double rounding of the "Fairest 
Cape in all the circumference of the earth." 

With Rick Nankin as chairman of the race 
committee and Dave Abromowitz chairman of 
the organising committee the prerace organisa
tion happened effortlessly and efficiently. By 
16.30 on Friday 23rd of September, the skippers 
briefing was underway in Gordon's Bay, Simons
town, Hout Bay and Table Bay. At all the 
briefings skippers were severely warned about 
the exceptionally high seas which had been 
kicked up by an outrageous Black South Easter. 
Only that morning high seas on a spring tide had 
the bottom floor of the Brass Bell restaurant 
awash in Kalk Bay. 

With the memory of the previous year's "wipe 
out" in a 60 knot South Easter many competitors 
were cautious about the intricate course. 

The question as to how far to go off�hore to 
clear the treacherous south western reefs off 

Cape Point was uppermost in all the navigators' 
minds. 

At 18h00 four guns signalled the simultaneous 
starts in the four Peninsula ports for the start of 
the 1983 Dekro Double Cape Race. 

With a gentle 12 knot South Easter blowing 
the swell subsided and the fleets got off to a 
good start. 

In Table Bay boats shot off on a running 
spinnaker start and the 65 footer Voortrekker 
// skippered by John Martin with Bertie Reed as 
sailing master surged to the lead flying her 
massive tri-radial spinnaker. She arrived first at 
the buoy off Sea Point followed by Three Spears, 
Dirk and Freedom. The fleet all came hard onto 
the wind and headed for Hout Bay as the sun 
sank over the Atlantic horiron. 

Boats passed the submerged and invisible 
Vulcan rock and tacked to head in toChapman's 
Peak to locate the Hout Bay turning mark. 
Teddy K uttel sailing his re-named DBI Spilhaus 
was lying well up but tacked too close into 
Kommetjie beach and lost some distance sailing 
through the kelp. 

The Slangkop lighthouse at Kommetjie play
ed disco in the rigging as the fleet altered course 
for Cape Point dead to windward for the first 
rounding. The powerful Lavranos Navy sloop 
Voortrekker 11 was first to reach the Point 

LEFT: Dwarfed by the rugged promontory of Cape Point Impulse, skippered by J 
Holmes, beats past the lighthouse during the circular course which took each com-
petitor round the Point twice. . . BOTTOM LEFT: Three Spears skippered by Dave Abromow1tz had the misfortune of 
falling into a 'hole' off Granger Bay as did many �CYC entrants. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Eric Lehman's Impact Ha/alt pictured soon after rounding Cape 
Point during the short beat before freeing off on the lay line for Table Bay. 
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followed by Three Spears and Spilhaus who had 
overtaken Dirk on the long beat up to the point. 
Next was Dr Carel van der Merwe in his Farr 38 
Freedom followed by Johan van Rooyen and his 
disciples on the revamped Contention 33 Black 
Pepper. The odd rough wave was breaking on 
south western reefs and a number of the more 
daring navigators set course over the shallow 
areas therby saving up to 10 minutes of extra 
sailing time. Dave Abromowitz was heard on 
the radio reporting a breaking wave on the 
shoreward side of his Three Spears when he 
picked out the lights of a small yacht on the 
inside of the breakers. But all boats managed to 
get through without being swamped. With a 57 
boat fleet all taking the chance and going over 
the reef the inevitable will happen and some day 
somebody will get the "ultimate free ride". 

From Cape Point, where the race was moni
tored all night by Rick Nankin, it was up spin
naker and a spanking run down to the turning 
mark in Simonstown. 

With moonlight streaming through between 
the clouds warning notices were broadcast on 
VHF that a school of whales had been sighted 
off Simonstown. 

Almost immediately Spilhaus called Dirk on 
the radio asking her to alter course as a whale 
had been spotted on collision course with her. 
Fred Gottgens, the new owner of Dirk thought 
this to· be a clever piece of tactical intimidation 
and Dirk did not alter course. Teddy Kuttel had 
not been joking and breathed a sigh of relief as 
he had only just been able to avoid the whale 
himself. 

From Simonstown the long leg across False 
Bay was begun with some boats struggling with 
their shy spinnakers. Voortrekker arrived in 
Gordon's Bay first with a boat full of professional 
sailors on board, had no problem finding the 
turning mark. Not so practical were Three 
Spears. Spilhaus and Dirk who wasted precious 
time searching for the tiny strobe light and it 
was only with daybreak that first the mark boat 
and second the buoy were located and rounded. 

Meanwhile back in Table Bay two Chargers 
who both started in Simonstown skippered by 
Ian Martin and Geoff Meek were neck and 
neck as they approached the sewer outfall buoy, 
Charger skippered by Geoff could not locate 
the flashing light and after plotting their position 
on a chart assumed that they had rounded the 
buoy. Ian Martin with the assistance of David 
Bongers carried on a little further and sighted 
the weak flashing light and rounded it. Charger 
suspected that she had not rounded the buoy 
and recorded this on her declaration later but at 
the same time most of the Gordon ·s Bay fleet 
was seen sailing out of Table Bay and all were 
well inshore of the sewer buoy. 

With the steady South Easter now beginning 
to pick up slightly the Table Bay fleet set out 
across False Bay and approached the "Cape of 
Storms" for the second time. Spi/haus once again 
overtook Dirk who after experiencing this 
h un1iliation stopped, sailed back wards and 
managed to dislodge a gruesome piece of kelp 
from her keel. 

At Cape Point Spilhaus was thirty five minutes 
ahead of Black Pepper thereby giving her the 
handicap lead by some ten minutes. On the run 
down from Cape Point the Simonstown starters 
could be seen beating back up the the point 
being led by Geoff Meek on Charger. At the 
point of crossing it appeared that Charger would 
be leading on handicap by half an hour. however, 
she was on a dead beat and the Table Bay 
starters were eating up the miles on a fast 
spinnaker run and heading for home. Voor
trekker managed to get through to the finish 22

line without losing the wind in a record breaking ► 
18 hours 17 minutes. The gate was then slammed 
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Winners overall of the Dekro Double Cape Race from left are Andy Katzenjamer. Rob 
Warren, Tom Katzenjamer. Jonathan Levin, Michael Katzenjamer and skipper Johan 
van Rooyen. 

Runners-up were the crew of Brightwater Fox who from left to right are, Bronwin Cole. 
Skipper Jan Reuvers. Stuart Haegerstrom. Pete Shaw and Ian Thompson, with Mrs 
Biermann. who handed out the awards. 

Third overall were the Spi'lhaus crew from left, Russel Hide, Anthony Largier. Dolf 
Tigler-Wybrandi. Manuel Mendes, skipper Teddy Kuttel and Etienne van Cuyck. 
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John Martin, skipper of Voortrekker II and line honours 
winner. 

2 Dieter Koenen, skipper of My Way - winner of the 
HBYC prize: 

3 Geoff Meek, skipper of Charger, was first in the FBYC 
fleet. 

4 Teddy Kuttel, owner/skipper of Spi/haus, was third. 

5 Jerry O'Sullivan was first in the IOR class II category 
skippering Misty. 

6 The best prepared boat was the RCYC entry Spindrift, 
skippered by Jeremy Flint. 

7 Andy Rudolph was again invincible sailing his L26 
Hors D'Oeuvre and took the class honours. 

8 Tony Abbot, skipper of Moonshine, the Miura class 
winner. 

9 Graham Haygarth skippered the DSA's 126 Cape Recife 
and won the DSA prize. 

10 Keith Turner collected the GBYC prize for Peanuts' 
efforts. 

11 Jo van der Westhuizen skippered Flica of the HBYC 
fleet and received the prize for coming last. 

12 Peter Richards collects the prize for the best-pre
pared boat from GBYC - Skorpion II. 

21 in the face of Three Spears and she spent an 
◄ hour or two going round in circles off the sewer 

outfall off Sea Point. Spilhaus. Dirk and Free
dom then also got trapped in the frustrating 
excrementious calm and watched with horror 
as Black Pepper and Dr Warr sailing Warr/are 
came breezing d wn the coast and sailed right 
past some of the becalmed boats. This turn of 
events put Black Pepper first on handicap and 
Brightwater Fox second overall. The Chargers 
finishing at their home port of Simonstown had 
to beat dead to windward before rounding Cape 
Point and this let the Cape Town boats slip 
through the leading positions. Of the smaller 
boats the L26 Hors D'Oeuvre skippered by the 
debonair Andy Rudolf was first in her class with 
visiting Durban helmsman Graham Dibb on 
board. In the Miura class Moonshine was first 
over the line skippered by Tony Abbott. 

After all the fleet had finished at their respec
tive points it was learnt that Four Love the 
Charger had lodged a protest against Geoff 
Meek in Charger for not rounding the sewage 
outfall buoy. 

This protest was heard by the protest commit
tee on the Tuesday before the prizegiving but 
because it was submitted on the back of a 
serviette and was rather illegible the committee 
rejected the protest. Next time this might not 
happen and boats are going to have to improve 
their navigation to avoid being disqualified. 

A most gracious prizegiving was staged at the 
De Waal hotel in a large marquee incorporating 
yachts on display in the hotel pool. A jazz band 
and a feast of food and drink was laid on and 
competitors thoroughly enjoyed letting their hair 
down. This year's Dekro Double Cape race will 
be remembered as a race of perfect sailing 
conditions and a lavish sociable prizegiving. 

TROPHY WINNERS 

Winner Overall Double Cape 
(RCYC handicap) - Black Pepper - Johan 
van Rooyen. 
Line Honours - Voonrekker I I - John Martin. 
Winner IOR Divi,�ion Overall - Black Pepper. 
Winner IOR Class I - Black Pepper. 
Winner !OR Class II - Misty - J O'Sullivan. 

Dekro Paints Awards: 
Winner - Black Pepper. 
Runner-up (Overall Double Cape - RCYC 
handicap) - Bright water Fox - Jan Reuvers. 
Third - Spilhaus - teddy Kuttel. 
Winner from each port (RCYC handicap): 
DSC Simon's Town - Cape Recife -Garry 
Haygarth. 
FBYC - Charger - Geoff Meek. 
GBY AC - Peanuts - Keith Turner. 
HBYC - My Wav - Dieter Koenen. 
RCYC - Biack Pepper - Johan van Rooyen. 
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ABOVE RIGHT: Voortrekker II with John 
Martin at the wheel surges to the fore
front of the RCYC fleet at the start of the 
Dekro Double Cape Race. 
BOTTOM: The skipper and crew of Three 
Spears did not win any of the prizes -
the fickle wind saw to that - but they 
did achieve a first in that the Port Cap
tain, Table Bay, Captain W J Damerell, 
helped man the yacht for the race. From 
left to right, standing, are Lex Raas, 
Julian Fuller, Jock de Haan, Trish Reiss, 
Bobby Bongers and Angelo Lavranos. In 
front, sitting, are Billy Damerell, Tony 
Gardiner, Phil Thomas and skipper Dave 
Abromowitz. 

Around the world 
with Bertie Reed in 
Altech Yoortrekker 

The Small Noiseless 
Diesel Generation Set 

220VAC • 50 Hz• 2,5 kW 
220VAC. 50 Hz• 5,0 kW 

230/380VAC • 50 Hz• 12,5 kW 
1271220 VAC. 60 Hz• 15,0 kW 
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