
the fun boat 
that takes life seriously 

''The Topper is a surprise and a delight to sail. Close-winded, 
taclcing on a dime and quick to plane, she performs well in every 
kind of wind and sea,, 

''The Topper is a refreshing change to a purer and simpler 
form of sailing in the most one-design class in the world,, 

''light enough for a child to handle, but plenty of room for 
,,- heavy weights,, 

''simply rigged to get on the water faster,, 
''specially developed for trouble free roof racking. Top 

per's light weight, low-profile and two-section mast 
can easily be carried by the smallest family car,, 

''The perfect boat to put sparkle into family holidays 
and weekends or add a breath of fresh air to hum
drum lives,, 

FUN BOATS INTERNATIONAL (PTV) LTD. 
Highbury, Rusten berg Ave., Rondebpsch 7700 (021) 69-2913 
DEALERS: CAPE TOWN Boardsailing Africa (021) 22-4343, The Boat Shop (021) 77-3007, Central Boating World (021) 43-6546, Coast Cata
marans (021)45-5761, Ton Cup Yachts (021) 72-9984. KNYSNA Thesen Marine (0445) 2-2124. PORT ELIZABETH Collier Bros. Sailing (041) 
54-1801 . JOHANNESBURG Elvstrom Sails (011) 786-0408. PRETORIA Hobie Pretoria (012) 26-4732. 

round the island ~83 
The Topper made a sensational racing de but, 
when Martin Lampbrecht sailed this little 
plastic boat to overall handicap victory in the 
Stimorol Round the Island race. Whats more, 

his was the only Topper in the fleet of over 
400 boats, being one of the first of these 
exciting new boats in South Africa. Martin is 
an accomplished young skipper, having 
recently done well in the Dabchick Nationals, 
and the Topper's rating was obtained from 
England, so the result is allvery kosher. For 
once, the Round the Island was a real race, 
with a true beat in a fading wind up to the 

Pictures by LESLEY STONE 

southern end of the island, and a fetch home Les Porter's crewman keeping the bow of their Tornado down, on their way toa line honours win. 
in a stiff breeze generated by a hovering 
thunderstorm. 

The traditional flat calm only prevailed for 
a while behind the island, but most boats 
managed to keep going by picking up the 
faint shore lift. 

For once also, the race was actually more of 
a success with a diminished entry. Stimorol 
the sponsors can be happy that people lift the 
Vaal with a feeling of having had an 
enjoyable regatta. Last year's entry of over 
700 boats was just too much - queues in the 
ablution blocks is nobody's idea of fun! 
Perhaps the fleet should be restricted in the 
future. 
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1 Brian Downham and his wife Sharon finished 
third in the Hobie 16's after leading at the start. 

2 One of the few Lasers sailed two-up. 
3 The origanal Nimbus was the first Nimbus 
home. 

4 Munroe Bezuidenhout helmed the winning 
Stadt 23. 

5 Two's company on a Hobie 16 of the same 
name. 

6 Rod Solomon, Cedric Amoils, and Rod Douglas 
find a practical place to keep their apples during 
a tack. 

7 Steve Minter in his Contender "Gunga Din" was 
the first dinghy in. 

8 John Sully should have, could have won the L26 
class, but a typically cruel Vaal dam puff put him 
down to 3rd. 

9 Mr R. Swales, Esquire. Winner of the Hobie 14's. 
10 Chris Hoare, helmsman Graham Whitehead, 

and Kevin Bouwer on board the Lavranos Mini
tonner, "Incentive". 

11 Owen Roberts steering "Skelem" across the 
line in close company with a Mosquito cat. 

DISPOSABLE INSTANT BRAAI 

Have you ever felt like enjoying a braai at the 
side of the road while en route to a holiday 
destination, but baulked at the thought of 
unpacking the boot to get at the gas cylinder 
or metal braai? 

New on the market is an "Instant Braai" 
which eradicates the time-consuming ritual 
of preparing a fire for South Africa's national 
meal. 

The Instant Braai consists of a small, 
shallow, aluminium container, pre-packed 
with charcoal and topped by a light grill, 
which provides enough heat to cook for up 
to six people. 

Operatir)g the bi;:aai entails removing the 

outer plastic covering, opening four vents 
and lighting the strategically placed fire 
lighters. 

Once used, there is no cleaning needed. 
The entire "Instant Braai" is disposable, thus 
sparing the environment. 

The Instant Braai can be used in many 
outdoor situations from the beach to sports 
meetings; from a campsite to an office party; 
in fact, this is a product that should always 
be kept in reserve and certainly not for a 
rainy day! 

As light in weight as in price, the "Instant 
Braai" retails for under R3,00 and is available 
at stores in the Transvaal and Orange Free. 
St-ate. 

For further details contact Alpak (Pty) Ltd. 
011-786-9042. 

Davis Instruments has just introduced an 
innovative, new wind speed indicator called 
the WIND WIZARD TM. Suitable for both 
recreational and scientific usage, it 
accurately measures wind speed from 0-60 
mph (0-26.8 meters per second). Just the 
thing for boaters, pilots meteorologists, 
balloonists, hunters - anyone interested in 
wind conditions or wind chill factors. 

To use, simply point the WIND WIZARD 
into the wind. The wind speed is then read in 
either miles per hour, meters per second, or 
Beaufort scale off of one easy-to-read dial. 
When not in use, the WIND WIZARD folds 
down into a neat, compact unit that slips 
easily into a shirt or coat pocket. 

Made of high impact plastic with corrosion 
resistant metal parts, the WIND WIZARD is 
always ready to use when you need it. There 
are no batteries to wear out or replace. The 
dial scale is supported on sapphire jewel 
bearings and restrained by a gold-plated 
precision balance spring. A state-of-the-art 
"rare earth" magnetic circuit dampens the 
dial movement and effectively smooths and 
averages the reading during gusty wind 
conditions. 

Wind Wizards are now available from 
Davis dealers worldwide. For more detailed 
information please write: Davis Instruments 
Corp. 642 143rd Avenue, San Leandro, CA 
94578. 

B 
MARINE DIESELS with 10, 20, 36 and 48 seahorses (7,515 27 and 
35kW) are available for traditional installation with sterntube, or with 
Bukh's safe sail-drive with double membrane 

BURMEISTER & WAIN. 
Box 147, 
Paarden Eiland, 
7420 
Phone(021) 51-4111 

NEW - Type DV8SME horizontal engine and sail-drive in one unit 
8,2HP (6KW) weight 80 kg only. 

• There is a TWO-YEAR GUARANTEE on all Bukh Engines and Bukh Saildrives installed in 
pleasure craft. 

• All Bukh Engines can be HANDSTARTED also those fitted with electric start. 
• COMPLETE BALANCE of rotating masses is obtained by two systems of counter-weights. 
• A PRECOMBUSTION-CHAMBER ensures improved burning conditions resulting in lower 

fuel consumption. 
• AUTOMATIC ADJUSTMENT of the timing of the ignition reduces noise and exhaust smoke. 
• A VACUUM-VALVE maintains a small under-pressure in the crankcase preventing the 

penetration of oil fumes to the interior of the yacht. 

THE QUARTERDECK. 
80 Rosettenville Road, 
New Centre. 
Johannesburg 2001 
Phone(011)838-3753 

AGENDA YACHT SERVICES. 
17 Field Street, 
Durban 4001 
Phone(031)62130 

. VHV MARINE, 
Box 890, 
Honeydew. 2040 
Phone (011) 795-3013 

VIKING FIT, 
Albert Street, 
Industrial Sites. 
Box 1137, 
George 6530 
Phone(0441)71280 

March 1983 Yachtsman RSA 31 

Archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications. 
www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za


