
HALCAT CLUB TRANSVAAL 

Your patience has been rewarded. Alter 
many years of looking, we have at last 
found and have established our own sailing 
club on the Vaal Dam. Stilbaai Sailing Club 
is located between Aloe Fjord and Aeolians 
on the Vereeniging- VilliersRoad--120 
km from Johannesburg. Enquiries 
regarding the club should be directed to 
Halcat Sales, P.O. Box 38210, Booysens, 2016 
or Phone 011-838-6943. 
November 14th Summer League 
November 27th - 28th Clinic ... 
December 5th Christmas Race 
COASTAL MATTERS 
Natal: 

.Stilbaai 

. Stilbaai 

.Stilbaai 

A number ofEx-Halcatters in true Halcat 
spirit are trying to revive the Natal Halcat 
scene. Namely Kim Phillips and Rob Law 
would like all interested parties to 
contact:-

John Larter - Boat Showrooms, 
Durban, Phone 031-37-8694. 

Dave White - Outdoor Centre, 
Pietermaritzburg, Phone 0331-5-2528. 

Peter Bath - Midmar Boat Shop, Phone 
03321-2755. 

It is our intention to have the Natal 
Provincials as soon as possible, so if you are 
interested please get in touch with your 
nearest contact man. 
Cape Town 

Good news for local Dart and Halcat 
owners. Craig Middleton of Craigs' Cabin 
has been appointed agent for both cats and 
will be able to give you a complete after 
sales service. Please contact him so that he 
can advise you as to what is happening. We 
plan a visit to Cape Town later this year for 
a demo weekend probably at Hout Bay -
Craig will have the details. 

ROTHMANS WEEK 

It has been announced by the Cruising 
Association of South Africa that the 
Rothmans Week Regatta will again be held 
in Table Bay, Cape Town from Sunday 12th 
December to Monday 20th December 1982. 

This is the ninth year that this Premier 
Regatta is being held, and always attracts 
the most competitive keel-boats in the 
country. 

The Regatta will be sailed in two 
classes:-
a) Class 1. This class will consist of yachts 

with the correctlnternationalRatings,
from 21,0 feet to 40 feet. Yachts with
International Ratings over 40 feet 
(maxis) will be eligible for the long 
distance race only. 

(b) Class 2. This class will comprise of the 
following:-

i. Royal Cape One Designs
ii Sweet Peas
iii Flamencas
iv Buccaneers
v L 26's
There will be four Olympic type races in
Table Bay for both classes. On Friday the
17th December, Classes 1 and 2 plus the
maxis will start the long distance race in
Table Bay. They will race up to, and around
the mark just off Bok Point, and back to
Table Bay. This will be the finish for the
Class 2 smaller yachts. The bigger yachts
will continue the race to a turning point in
Saldahna Bay and back to the finishing line
in Table Bay.

The Notice of Race has been distributed, 
and the en tries close on the 4th December 
1982. 

Enquiries: The Regatta Secretary, Tel. 
No. 411-056 (021). 
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Al{OUND THE TEAK REEF 
LIPTON CUP 

Once again next year Durban is to be the 
venue for the Lipton Cup, but this time 
with the current holders of the trophy, the 
Point Yacht Club as the hosts. 

Three yachts were built specially for the 
event, and others acquired with the sole 
purpose of competing for the trophy. At this 
stage, three of the Lipton Cup yachts are for 
sale. 

In Cape Town, Royal Flush designed by 
Angelo Lavranos and built by Ton Cup 
yachts is for sale, while here in Durban, Red 
Flyer the Dubois designed yacht built 
overseas in Kevlar is also for sale, as is 
Xhosa Moya, a sweet pea .. 

Royal Flush won Mainstay Week this 
yea.r;-, while Red Flyer won Rothmans Week 
at the end of last year and Xhosa Moya is a 
previous Mainstay Week and Castle Week 
winner. InitiaJly there were rumours that 
Fuel Free, the Lipton Cup winner was for 
sale but on investigation this has proved to 
be incorrect. 

With a market well stocked with 
excellent 1/4 tonners at present. Now is the 
time to mount your challenge and have the 
pick of the crop for next year . 

WELCOME RETURN 

At the finish back in Plymouth it was Rob 
and Naomi James in Colt Cars GB who 
were just one hour·ahead of Chay Blyth in 
Brittany Ferries followed by Mark 
Gatehouse in Exmouth Challenge. These 
three big  tr imarans represent a 
considerable force in long distance sailing 
and mark a welcome return of British boats 
to races which were beginning to be 
dominated by the French. It looks as though 
the Round Britain Race victory will mark 
the retirement of Naomi James from long 
distance racing because of continually 
recurring seasickness. 

FESTIVE CRUISE 

The Zululand Yacht Club Annual Festive 
Cruise is definitely on. The event will be 
held on 30, 31st December and 1st January 
1983. 

As usual, the cruise will primarily be for 
those interested in keelboat sailing but all 
those interested in yachts and yachting are 
welcome. For those who do not have boats 
to sleep on, there will be ample caravan 
parking. 

Entertainment for the whole family is 
being arranged with the main event being a 
New Year's dance (theme - "Pyjama 
Party"). In addition, there will be the ships 
concert with a prize going to the best 
performance by a crew. There will also be a 
round the bouys race for lady skippers and 
the event will end on 1st January with a 
race back to Durban for those interested. 

Full details will in due cour.$e be sent to 
Durban Yacht Clubs but members of all 
other clubs are invited and those interested 
should contact Chris Smith at 0351-31291 
during working hours and an entry 
form will be sent. 

CASA YACHTSMAN'S LOGBOOKS 

Supplies of the first edition of the CASA 
Yachtsman's Logbook, 2000 copies of which 
are now in circulation, have been 
exhausted. The second edition, which has 
just been produced, is subject to increased 
printing costs and royalties payable to the 
Royal Yachting Association and it has 
therefore regrettably been necessary to 
increase the- price to R4,50 (plus 15c 
postage). 

Excellent bag this. Really keeps the opposition on their 

toes!!! 

DULUX 
Doube Cape Race 

by JOHN FENSHAM 

WHEN they left moorings the wind was a gentle 15 knots 
south-east, perfect for a colourful spinnaker start to the 
second Dulux Double Cape Race. By the time they got out to 
the start line, however, the wind was already 20-25, and 
rapidly building to a raging 45-knot gale, gusting to 50-knots 
off Cape Point. The start was chaotic as crews battled to reef, 
change foresails and keep their heading. Less than six hours 
later Dr John Battersby's Miura Tamarin was smashed onto 
the rocks in Gordons Bay during a floundering search for 
the turning light. Dumped repeatedly across the Harmony 
Reef, the boat was a write-off, heavily holed. The crew and. 
wet-suited divers spent most of Saturday helping to salvage 
whatever gear they could. 

Shipwrecks and snapped sticks, bruises and 
broken gear, storms, retirements, seas 
whiped to white fury, strange unexpected 
calms and for just 8 of the 64 starters, a gusty 
refusal to give up. This year's Dulux
Double Cape Race had it all, and will be 
remembered for a very long time as one of 
the toughest races ever staged in Cape 
Waters. 

With last year's wallowing beer swilling, 
airless hot ·milk - run as the only 
precedent, the 1982 Delux fleet watched the 
start day weather closely, and indications 
were that dark glasses and suntan lotions 
had better be packed. But as Moorings were 
dropped at the RCYC and the other three 
starting points round the Peninsula, a 
threatening haze could be seen far to the 
South East, and by the time the 26 RCYC 
entries got to the start line the 15 knot 
breeze had breezed up to 30, then 35, and 

finally a full howling 40 knot gale that 
whipped the seas up into an uncontrolably 
short, confused chop as the cruisers battled 
to shorten sail, maintain balance (both their 
own and that of their boats) and still 
maintain a good starting position. 

By the next morning, one yacht had been 
wrecked on the Rocks at Cordons Bay, two 
had been dismasted and retirements were 
rapidly climbing to the closing figure of 56 
out of the total 64 starters ! an astonishing 
88%. 

Many skippers have described the gale as 
one of the worst they have ever 
experienced. Gusting up to 65 knots in False 
Bay and off Cape Point, the wind churned 
the bay into a madstorm of white water, yet 
paradoxily leaving windless "holes" here 

and there into which skippers' "fell" -
unexpecting, one feels, thankfully. 

And, again paradoxily, two of the first 
three yachts across the finishing line were 
among the smallest boats in the race - L26s 
which just refused to bow out. 

The race was won by Steve Wilkinson's 
L26 Hors d'Oeuveres, skippered by Rick 
Nankin, Second was Halali with Rob Meek 
as skipper and third was another L26 
Equation skippered by John Levin. All 
were sailed under the RCYC Burgee, and 
they were the only RCYC finishers. 

Of the 12 False Bay Yacht Club starters 
(this includes the Cup Defence entries) 
only 3 finished; 11 Cordons Bay Yacht Club 
starter finished the course, also out of 12 
starters and 2 of the 6 from ·Hout Bay 
finished the Race. 

Near tradgey struck when Dr John 
Battersby's Miura Tamarin (FBYC) ran 
aground or Harmony Reef, near Cordons 
Bay, while wallowing about in the dark,
looking for the light marking the turning 
vessels. 

Tamarin hit hard just before mid-night, 
bouncing across the rocks on a receding tide 
while her crew tried desperately both to 
turn around and to signal for help. 
Conditions made it impossible for them 
either to back up themselves or for NSRI
Rescue Launch to get close enough to be of 
any help. 

Eventually, Tamarain's keel lodged 
between the rocks and the decision was 
taken to abandon ship. 

Residents close by had seen their flares 
and while the NSRI abandoned their 
seaward attempt, a 16-year-old boy and his 
parents, wet-suited and gusty, swam out to 
the stricken yacht with a rope and managed 
to get the very shaken crew ashore. 

:ramarin, by this time was badly holed, 
lymg on her port side and still being heavily 
battered by the consistent white waters. 

Among the crew was Dr Battersby's son 
Rodger, Mike Attwood, Lars Hedfors and 
Louis Quinot. They returned home to Hout 
Bay, changed their clothing, and while Dr 
Battersby got some much needed rest, they 
returned to the yacht to being the salvage 
job which was to last through most of 
Saturday. 

Dr Battersby has indicated that he does 
not intend replacing Tamarin. 

His plight was almost repeated when 
Mike Munnik's newly launched Sadler 32, 
Morning Glory also ran aground on 
Harmony Reef but managed to pull off and 
retire from the race. Derek Lourens, 
skipper of Windswept, was also reported 
to have grounded and sprung a leak, but he 
later radioed that it was under control and 
he was continuing the race. 

Another Sadler 32, Arthur Stehli's Letigo 
2, was dismasted in very heavy winds off 
Steenbras Point, and Teddy Kuttell's 
Impulse lost the top of its mast beating in to 
the Hout Bay turn mark. 

Skippers described the race as a gruelling 
endurence test, "One of the toughest ever'', 
and race secretary Gordon Webb remarked 
drily:" They don't call this Cape of Storms 
for nothing!" 

Aside from the 2 dismastings, gear 
damage - failure was minimal and minor 
leaving little bar bruises and shaken 
disbelief to remind crews of one hellish 
weekend. 

But they will remember it all the same. 
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