
FOURTEEN - A MAGIC NUMBER 
Fourteen certainly seems to have been a 
magic number for the Uruguay Race. The 
fourteen year old "Suidoos" (formerely 
"Westwind") took overall honours and 
first in Class II, while the fourteen year old 
"Voortrekker" took first in Class I. Both 
boats were designed by that man who has 
had a profound influence on South 
African yachting and who in the fifties and 
sixties designed yachts well ahead of their 
time, Ricus van de Stadt. In five South 
Atlantic Races, Ricus has produced three 
overall winners, "Albatross" in 1971, 
"Stormy" in 1973 and now "Suidoos". 
The much fancied "Three Spears" 
finished second with "Rubicon" third. 

Is the win by the veteran "Suidoos" good 
for yachting? Is it a "kick in the pants" for 
the 1.O.R. Rule? Shouldn't the latest "state 
of the art" boats win if sponsorship is to be 
found in the future? Was "Suidoos" given 
the race on a plae by virtue of a good rating 
and age allowance? All these questions are 
being raised and hotly debated throughout 
Teak Reefs in South Africa! 

Well, to start with Gawie Fagan, Skipper/ 
owner of "Suidoos" knows what he is doing, 
he has owned "Suidoos" for many years and 
this was his third Transatlantic Race in the 
boat. Secondly, the boat was in with a 
chance with her new 1.O.R. Mk III A 
Rating. This dropped her totally uncompe
titive Mk III rating of 33,5' to a competitive 
(in the downwind race) Mk III A rating of 
28,6'. This rating coupled with a 2% age 
allowance gave Gawie a competitive 14 year 
old boat, but it did not hand Gawie the race 
on a platter. That Gawie and his crew 

pushed "Suidoos" to the limit is evidence by 
the fact that she finished 8th over the line, 
only 18 hours behind "Three Spears". A 
well deserved win by a completely amateur 
effort. well done Gawie. 

Should one be disappointed in the 
performance of the new "Three Spears"? I 
don't think so. Dave Abramowitz and his 
crew chose a good route. sailed hard, had no 
problems whatsoever and. had weather 
conditions been a little different, could well 
have taken overall honours. We will be 
hearing much more of "Three Spears" in 
the future and I am sure she is going to turn 
out to be a super all round boat. Remember 
also that while "Three Spears" will shine in 
all conditions. "Suidoos" is only likely to 
win downwind races. 

I was particularly pleased to see East 
London's Siggy Eichholz take third overall 
with his new home built sloop "Rubicon". 
Siggy has done the race twice before in 
"Passat" which he also built himself and 
also managed a single handed return voyage 
in 1976. "Rubicon" is a sister to "Arch
angel" and when she returns I hope Siggy 
will be able to find the time to campaign her 
in local events. 

No doubt Angelo Lavranos was a little 
disappointed that "Three Spears" didn't 
edge out "Suidoos", however, he can't really 
complain as he got five of his designs into 
the first six places! The only slot he missed 
was the top one. Fourth overall was U.C.T's 
"ltaltile" (ex "Weetbix last Uruguay winner 
ex "Assagai"). fifth slot going to "Weetbix': 
(ex "Touchwood") with sixth place going to 
the Wits Team's "B.M.W. Sensation" Of 
course the Alan Tucker. Bobby Bongers 
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combination took "Rampant II" to a line 
honours victory! 

For those interested in "Suidoos's" 
origins, she was developed from Cees 
Bruynzeel's "Zeevalk" designed in the early 
fifties; just as the R.C.O.D. was developed 
from "Zeeslang" also owned by Bruynzeel 
and designed by Van de Stadt at much the 
same time. Van de Stadt was an early 
advocate of light displacement boats with 
fin keels and spade rudders. Both the 
"Zeevalk" and "Zeeslang" designs can 
really claim to have been ahead of their time 
when they were designed. 

"ELMARIE" 
Quite by accident (literally accident) Cape 

Towns Steve Meek found himself delivering 
a Cape Town built L26 to East London by 
sea! The tow truck originally scheduled to 
deliver "Elmarie" by road was rolled and 
not back in service in time. Although Steve 
left in a head wind, the trip was accom
plished in little over four days with a days 
run of 194 nautical miles being recorded in a 
strong Westerly wind. John Gordon-Thom
son and myself didn't really have passages of. 
this length in mind when we conceived the 
L26, and a word of caution is necessary. 
Such passages should only be undertaken by 
experienced crews, and any L26 setting out 
on a real passage should carry additional 
equipment. such as a gimbled stove, 
leeboards, adequate food and water and 
preferably a V.H.F. radio and "Coastal 
Type" liferaft. 

Talking of provisioning ship, several 
Durban yachtsmen have spoken to me 
recently about a casual attitude to provision
ing for overnight races. This has probably 
come about because for a number of years 
the Durban fleet has not encountered any 
serious problems in this type of racing. 
However. veterans like Jack Goldsmith, Bob 
Nuttall. Johan Louter and several others 
who are still active will remember the S. W. 
Gale of 1968. This caught the Durban fleet 
between Amatikulu Bluff and Tugela, and 
the bulk of the fleet who confidently 
expected to be home on the Sunday only 
made it back on the Tuesday and Wednes
day! It can happen again and we should all 
provision our boats accordingly. 

BIG L 
John Gordon-Thomson and myself have 

been talking for some time about a bigger 
non 1.O.R. boat to follow the L26. We were 
thinking along the lines of a 10 metre (33') 
boat. but recently Lex Raas (Ton Cup 
Yachts) expressed interest in building the 
boat but felt the market needed a slightly 
larger craft. The result is that over the past 
few weeks Angelo Lavranos has translated 
our original ideas for our 33' into the L35, 
I 0.6 metres or 35' long. The basic theme is 
the same as the L26. but this will be a real 
passage making boat as well as being ideally 
suitable to round the buoy sailing. Sheer 
sailing pleasure. exceptional boat speed and 
sea keeping ability were all part of the . 
design brief. Lex tells me he will be starting 
the plug shortly with a target of the first 
boat ready for Rothmans Week. She looks 
great on paper, I can't wait to see the first 
boat! 

During the LDYC Round the Island Race 
this January I couldn't help but wonder 
when the great Romance of sailing into the 
blue yonder with sails fUled and ri22ing 
tinkling merrily in the skies above had gone. 
An irate skipper had the description of 
Sundays race in a nutshell when he said, 
"This is not sailing, this is a damn drifting 
competition". Being smack bang in the 
middle of a high pressure zone in the good 
old Transvaal is hardly the place for sailing 
boats and high aspirations. The two go 
together as well as a shackle pin and a 
tailor. The weather was perfect - for 
motorboats! 

However. judging from the conversations 
that floated as idly as ourselves across the 
Vaal dam_ uninterupted by anything as 
rude as a breeze, fun was had by all. Not 
only fun but every rule in the book 
(Elvstrom, dear Elvstrom) was violated in 
one way or another with very little concern 
on behalf of the parties involved. We all 
suspected that no race committee could 
control the 700 boats in the fleet but 
whoever even imagine that the sailors could 
not control themselves? A disciplinarians 
nightmare. Majority rules replaced the 
sailing rules in most cases. Anything was 
permissable as long as everyone was doing 
it. or at least if a minority cared. People 
jumped off their yachts, paddled a few lazy 
circles, visited a few nearby friends ... I 
believe that water polo was engaged in by a 
section of the fleet? At one time the strains 
of 'Auld Lang Syne" sung by the crews of 
about 20 boats at one end of the fleet was 
heard in all its tuneless glory at the other 
end. Boats bobbing around the mark 
collided into each other, disentangled their 
spinnakers from each other's rigging, 
cracked jokes, called for water and were 
answered particularly with 'whisky', 'gin' or 
'beer' and each one more than the other 
generally ensured that total choas should 
rule. 

Out of the 700 boats entered 440 did not 
finish in time. The G.P. 14's did not finish, 
the leading boat was 3 minutes too late 
which made for a very disheartened Tim 
Brown. The laser class did not finish nor did 
the Gypseys or Paper Tigers. 4 Astoves put 
in an appearance so did a Compass 47 -
The Vaal Dam Monster. 

The prizegiving was held a week later at 
the Selbourne Hall where it was revealed to 
the chip dip guzzling fraternity that M. 
Bezuidenhout and his Stadt 23 had taken 
both line and Corrected time honours. 
Second and third over the line were T. 
Grootjans and V.M. Smith of the Open 
Keelers Class. Grootjans maintained his 
second place on Corrected time and N. Luck 
replaced Smith in third place. To say that 
Smith's impulse fell out of 'luck' is more 
than a rather ban pun. He had sailed into 
the lead right from the beginning but then 
as 'Luck would have it' fell into a hole and 
had to battle his way back among the 
leading boats. 

Hunter Honours went to C. Matinsow 
with FR Lens and B. Jager close behind. The 
Theta class was won by P. Halgreen. L26 by 
Al Leenstra and Mistrals by G. Kerstholt 
who also came 4th overall. 
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A DAM DRIFTING 
COMPETITION 

A word of congratulation should go to the 
Race Committee at LDYC who kept their 
heads while all about were losing theirs. 
With over 3 000 people at L.D.Y.C. and very 
little in the way of toilet facilities they 
managed admirably. A lot of people must 
have found alternative amenities but there is 
no truth in the rumour that the level of 
water in the Dam rose to any noticeable 
degree. 
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