
ROUND 
THI S brief a narrative d_oes less than justice 

to the heroic proporuons of Jerry White
head's rounding of Cape Horn and his cruise 
in the stormy cha nnels of Tierra del Fuego 
after the Cape to Uruguay Race. 

The tory, gathered over an inadequate 
two hours as I raced through logs and charts 
and anecdotes with Jerry Whitehead and his 
on Hugh, deserves a carefully compi led, 

well-written and extensively annotated book. 
A voyage similar to Bootlicker's has re

cently been successfully completed by Hal 
Roth and his wife from the Pacific side but 
the boat was wrecked in the process. The 
Chilean Navy, however, came to the rescue, 
patched up a six foot hole and enabled him to 
cont inue around the Horn. f'or this feat 
Roth was awarded the premier award The 
Blue Water Medal of the Cruising Club of 
Amer ica. The Royal Ocean Racing Club cou ld 
well take note o f Jerry's fea t and the Cruising 
Association of Sout h Africa mo5t ce rtainly 
will. 

The more I have revised, checked and 
re-checked the manuscript against the charts, 
the more conscious I have become of the 
magnitude of the achievement. 

The rounding of Cape Horn in a small boat 
under sai l is a major achievemen t in itself, but 
to precede this rounding with an entry into 
the Magellan Straits and the navigat ion of the 
intricate channels through the most rock
strewn waters in the world and where the 
elements arc at their worst, is to ampli fy the 
feat with an ex tra dimension. 

Jerry Whitehead, a founder-member of the 
Admiral's up races, of t he Roya l Ocean 
Racing lub and a veteran of mo re ocea n 
races off the UK and the South African coast 
than anyone still actively sai ling, is fa miliar 
throughout the country as the skipper of the 
one-tonner Bootlicker. 

As he looked at the chart fo r the Cape 
Town to Punta del Es te yacht race he rea li ed 
that at Punta he would be nearer to Cape 
Horn than at any other stage of his li fe and he 
was seize d with the ambition to round the 
notorious camark by way of the Magellan 
Straits and the channels of the Tierra del 
Fuego. 

Quietly, in the months before the Transat, 
he set a bo ut his preparations, acqu iring the 
South A merican Pilot (two volumes) and 
devouring every de tail of these books into 
which have gon e a hundred yea rs of hlstory 
an d navigational expe rience. 

Likewise he set abo ut acq uiring the neces
sary charts for the area and planning a voyage 
which would nece sitate an entry into the 
Magellan Straits and a course ro ughly south
ward through tricky chann els before eme rging 
at Cape Horn itself. 

In the event his plan was modified by the 
Chilean avy which insisted on certain ports 
of ca ll and closed one channel on which he 
had hoped to strike southward. 

Realising how tricky and dangerous the 
navigation was, he set himself daily distances 
of 40 to 60 miles and chose anchorages at the 
end of each stage according to the advice of 
the Pilot and, in one case, with the co-opera
tion of the Chllean avy. 

Here, then are the details: 

BOOTLICKER'S ODYSSEY 
Sailed from Cape Town on the first Cape 

to Uruguay race on Saturday, Janua ry 13 
Arrived at Punta de! Este on Sunday , 

February 11 after a race lasting 28 days 20 
minutes, to be 13th over the line and be 
placed eventh overall in a fleet of 28. 

After prizewinning, cruised to Bucco, next 
to Montevideo; then to Colonia; then to 
Buenos Aires; then to San Fernando (the 
Yacht Club of Argentina) IS mile up tream, 
then back to Buenos Aires to prepare for the 
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CAPE 
Bootlicker 

Explores the 
Frightful 50' s 

BY BILL RABINOWITZ 
voyage sout h. 

Sailed from Buenos Aires on March 12. 
Entered the Magellan Straits on March 20 . 
Reached Punta Arenas on March 21. 
Cruised t he channels to Ca pe Horn. 
Rounded Cape Horn, Good Friday, April 

13 at 13. 30 hours. 
Arrived in Port Stanley , Falklan d Islands, 

on Easter Monday night, April 16. 
Left Port Stanley Monday, April 23. 
Arrived Ca pe Town 0830, Ascens ion Day, 

Thursda y, May 24. 
Distance sai led: Between 11 OOO and 

12 OOO miles. 
Crew: 

Seven, Cape Town to Punta de! Este 
Five, Punta del Este to Port Stanley 
Four, Port Stan ley to Cape Town. 
Crew: Cape Town to Cape Town: Jerry 

Whitehea d, as istant nav iga tor, Hugh White
head, ass_istant naviga tor, J ulian Fuller, 
Andrew Wllson. 

Punta de! F te to Port Stanley : ick 
Ha tic. 

Cape Town to Pun ta de! Este: Keith 
Wilson , Ettienne van Cuyck, Michael Smith. 

Details o f the course sa iled by Bootlicker in 
rounding Cape Horn : 

Between Bueno Aires and Cape Town, 
Jerry had planned to ca ll at on ly t wo outposts 
of civi lisation : Punta Arenas (Chile) in the 
Magellan S tra it and Ushua ia (Argentina) , the 
most southerly town in the world where he 
was to stock up and prepare for t he voyage 
around the Horn and so home. On instruc
tion · he made a ca ll at the Chilean naval base 
at Port Williams and, deciding to take a course 
more te mpestuo us but I OOO miles shorter, at 
Port Stanley in the Falklands after rounding 
Cape llorn. 

Here, then, are t he details o f his histo ric 
voyage which follo wed the track o f Mage llan 
& Slocu m in ear lier days and is unique in Uia t 
it was pe rformed in a seven ton raci ng yacht, 
I 0,8m long, crewed by amateur sa ilors fa r 
from their home wa ters. 

Afte r leaving Buenos Aires on March I 2, 
Bootlicker had a voyage of l 300 mi les to 
Cabo Virgcnes, the entrance to the Magellan 
Straits and so named by Magellan as the day 
of his ro unding coincided wit h the day of the 
feast of the 11 000 virgins. They had had a 
hard beat aga inst the current and wind off the 
Golf St. Jorge at 46° S. Ho wever, on the 
whole, t he wea ther had been kind to them 
and t hey had been ab le to ho ld a cou rse of 
roughly SSW; had enjoyed quite a lo t of 
northerlies and also SW from the depressions 
moving eas twards from the land ; ha d been 
able to stay SO to I 00 mi les out witho ut 
needi ng to ca ll anywhere. 

Nine days o ut , about 1900 , they made 
their first landfall and then sailed on through 
the night into the Magellan Straits. The chart 
shows t hat t he traits are well li t, bu t, light 
apart, Jerry says the place is alive with oil 
rigs. 

The fir t ob taclcs are narrows at each end 
of a big circular water marked Phllip Bay on 

HORN 
so me cha rt s. At each tide the cu rrent runs at 
six to eight knots so even freighters (for this is 
the commercial passage through to the 
Paci fie) have to wait for the correct tide. 
Boot licker sailed through doing I 2 to 14 
knots with an eight-knot tide and a fair wind. 
Her timing was right to get through Primcra 
Angostura and she arr ived at Segunda Angos
tura at the right time to get through also. The 
passage to Punta Arenas was a tricky 0ne wit h 
strong cross tides and islands and rocks as she 
now steered roughly SW. Arriving at Punta 
Arena (Chi le) on March 23 Boot licker's crew 
were kindly treated but required clear proof 
as to where they had come from and what 
they were doing. (Where there is oi l, or a 
smell of o il, there is trouble.) 

The nava l author ities wa nted to sec their 
log and Jerry handed it to them - 29 large 
pages filled in hour by ho ur fro m the time 
they'd left Cape Town . T he admi ral, they 
sa id, wou ld be interested to sec them. On the 
day befo re they left (after a stay of five days) 
the logs we re ha nded back. 

Mean whlle Jerry had purchased charts of 
ine timable value to him at the modest price 
of fi ve dollar each from the Chilean Navy. 
These charts howed in the greate t detail 
every rock, ever y hoal, every single obstacle 
he would encoun ter in the channe l and near 
the lan d over the course he wou ld sai l. Eve n 
greater deta il was avai lable for the actua l 
anchorages at whlch he proposed to stay each 
night. 

Looki ng at these enable one to write that, 
withou t them, a voyage such as Jerry's would 
not be possible. How Slocum managed was 
noth ing short of a miracle. 

Jerry also emphasises that wi thout the 
strong crew he had the voyage could no t have 
been contemplated. It was all very well to 
have studied t he South America Pilot, to have 
everyt hing in the way of charts, but without a 
strong crew to back him up, to be determined 
to carry through with so hazardous a voyage, 
the enterprise could never have been under
taken. 

Seven had sa iled in the Ca pe to Uruguay 
ra ce, after which three ha d to fly back home, 
so Bootlicker 's co mplement con isted of 
Jerry, skipper and nav iga tor, his son Hugh, 
ta ll of bu ild and broad of shou lder, occasional 
as istant navigator, Ju lian Fuller, Andrew 
Wilson and Nick Hastie of Red Amber, who 
flew ho me from the Falklands and told South 
Africa of Boot licker 's splendid voyage . 

Jerry 's plan, having entered the Mage llan 
Straits was to ex plore the cha nnels, islands 
and glaciers of Tierra de! f'uego, described by 
Lucas Bridges as "the utter most ends of the 
ear th " and not to take the usua l course 
through the Magellan Stra ights to t he Pacific 
where Bootlicker wou ld be bashed around by 
the full violence of t he elem ents. Rat her he 
would navigate t he channels down to Cape 
Horn where he would be in the open Pacific 
for the first time. This involved on ly daytime lllio.. 
saili ng an d voyages of 40 to 60 miles a day ,.. 
wi t h t he trickie t of tricky navigation and the 

TOP: With Cape Horn in the background are 
( L ~o R) Nick Hastie, Jerry Whitehead, Hugh 
Whitehead and Andy Wilson. 
MIDDLE LEFT: The glacier Vent isquero 
Italia is one of those named after various 
countries. It debouches dramatically into 
the Beagle Channel. 
MIDDLE RIGHT: Puerto Toro is the south
ernmost human hab itat ion in America. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Sundowners of gin and 
aeons-old glacier ice in the Beagle Channel . 
BOTTOM RIGHT: A dwarfed Boot/icker at 
anchor in Caleta Brecknock. 
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20 most careful choice of anchorages each night. 
...ill 1\11 ot this had been carefully preplanned 
"11111 and the only deviations came \\·hen the 

Chilean Navy instructed him not to enter the 
Murray Channel and also to report at two 
naval bases en route. This also lengthened the 
course considerably and involved na5ty pass
ages right up to \\ ithin sight of the approaches 
to Cape I lorn. 

From Punta i\renas 8001/icker sailed 
southwards down the coast to enter the 
Magdalena Channel and soon thereafter enter 
Puerto !lope, the inlet of which was across 
the water from the light at Puerto Anxious' 
This was a tiny cove \\~tit high mountains 
coming down to the water, and the course in 
was west. then north from the channel. While 
reasonably sheltered, the Pi/01 warned that 
there could be willi\\rJws calm or \~lliwaws, 
nothing in between. 

So now, as at all anchorages, they put out 
two bow anchors, lots of scope. and stood 
anchor watches logging five bearings every 
hour. 

llow could they do this in the dark? On 
silhouettes of the mountains around. There 
were enormous pyramidal mountains around, 
one higher than Table Mountain. Otherwise it 
was black \~th not a soul around. llere the 
paraffin pressure stove they'd bought at Punta 
Arenas came into use. "i\nd what a godsend it 
was", said Jerry. 

Next day, March 29. they continued due 
south down the Magdalena Channel, changing 
course southwcst to sail in and out of the 
beautiful Scno Chico (Chico gorge), a l]ord
Likc inlet where they met ice floe~ for the first 
time. They anchored for the night in the 

Key to Chart : 
1. Primero Angostura; 2. Segunda Angostura; 
3. Punta Arenas; 4 . Port Hope; 5. Magdalena 
Channel ; 6. Port Ideal ; 7. Cockburn Channel ; 
8. Occasion Channel ; 9. Seno Occasion ; 10. 
Breaknock Channel ; 11 . Georgiana Island; 12. 
Bay of Desolation ; 13. Channel Ballenero; 14. 

• 

Stewart Island ; 15. Port Fanny; 16. O' Brien 
Island; 17. Timbales; 18. Chair Island; 19. 
Darwin Island; 20. Brazo del Noroeste; 21. 
Seno Garibaldi; 22. Gordon Island; 23. 
Awaiak irrh; 24. Seno Ponsonby; 25. Murray 
Channel ; 26. Ushuaia; 27 . Port Williams; 28 
Port Toro; 22-27 Beagle Channel; 29. Bay of 
Nassau ; 30. Sergio Romansche on Bayly 
Island; 31 . Washington Canal; 32. Seno 
Franklin; 33. Jordan Island ; 34. Hall Island . 

Puerto Ideal, having piloted themselves in 
with the aid of the 111all-sca lc map. There had 
been magnificent mountain scenery all the 
way down, especially the snow-capped moun
tains of Tierra del Fuego, ten mi Jes to the 
south. They 'd had a fresh force 4 westerly 
and a westerly gale came up as they had 
turned SW for their anchorage, blowing up a 
'Solent' sea. 

!·merging from Puerto Ideal to ail west
ward in the Cockburn Channel next day, they 
had the good fortune to find a fresh north
easterly, so, dropping their mainsail, they flew 
their strong, loose-foo ted trisail which with a 
storm jib enabled them to sort' along at eight 
knots. Mile by mile they took bearings and 
consulted the Pi/01 because they dared not 
lose their way as they screamed through the 
Cockburn Channel with the unexpected north · 
easterly where mostly the westerlies hold 
sway. 

At the end they turned southwest with 
both Jerry and Hugh navigating madly to 
every rock in a very rocky passage. To avoid 
the open Pacific which was now to starboard 
at the mo~t westerly part of the passage, 
72° 10'\V, they steered southwest into Occa
sion Channel and then southeast into the lee 
of Aguirre Island, whose 210 metre-high 
mountains gave good protection, and then 
northcast into Scno Occasion to get them
~clvcs into the snug protection of a volcanic 
hole. ('alcta Brcck nock at the head of the 
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the Horn! 
gorge. 

Here, at dusk, they moored to a buoy of 
the Chilean avy. 

Were they glad to be there! This was 
March 30. The barometer had dropped 300 
d0\\11 to 97 5 and it really blew so hard that 
at times the buoy was dragged about a metre 
under the water. 

8001/icker was forced to stay two nights 
here and during that period a Chilean research 
vessel the Do11 Raphael from Santiago Univer
sity came in \~tit a group of students studying 
seals. They tied up to rings set in the sheer 
\VJllS by their navy. 

The captain Sergio White, who had spent 
many years in the c waters, examined Boo/
licker's charts and gave valuable advice con
cerning their route, expecially through the 
Wollaston Group. 

From this anchorage Bootlicker sailed out 
southwest. east and southwest again to enter 
the Brecknock Channel and head southcast 
awhile and then northeast, to round Georgia
na Island to starboard, and then southeast 
again between Islands Basket to starboard 
and Brecknock to port and thus steering S of 
E and then of F and S of F again to cross 
the northern portion of the rock and shoal
>1rem1 Bay of Desolation, \~th a view of the 
Pacific to the southwcst. before heading 
southeast between Islands Burnt (to port) and 
Bruce (to starboard) and so into Ballencro 
Channel to fetch up on the northcastern end of 
Stewart Island at Puerto Fanny for the night. 

This anchorage was beautifully sheltered 
and peaceful and immensely enjoyable. The 
changing lights and colours here were like 
nowhere else. There were icecaps and Boot
licker anchored close in . 

Next day i\pril 2, it was back into the 
Ballencro Channel, sa iling through an area 
which according to the Pilot is misplaced on 
the chart. Booliicker's experience verified this 
and the whole area is 2\12 to three miles 
farther south than on the chart. so the 
bearings did not give proper fixes in that area. 

They emerged from the Ballenero Channel 
south of O ' Brien Island and steered northcast 
in narro\\ "badlands'. To the south of the 
island depths go down to I 17 fathoms and the 
aread is rock~trC\\~1 \~th the Timbalcs group, 
the most notorious and evil-looking lot on the 
chart. 

With a light westerly helping them on their 
easterly course , Bootlicker passed well north 
of Darwin Island and north of Chair Island, 
the loose-footed trisail proving to be a boon 
in these co nditions of difficult navigation. 
They were now heading for Seno Garibaldi at 
the start of the channel Brazo del Norocste. 

This was the fifth night anchorage and 
they sailed two or three mile up the Seno. 
Here the crew inflated the dinghy and went 
ashore to inspect a rock on which has been 
painted many famou names inc luding that of 
the Beagle. They \\'ere now nearing glacier 
country of which the nearest, Bcntisqucro 
Espana, was only a few miles to the ea ·t. 

('hunks of ice were floating down o the 
crew grappled one and had fresh ice, perhaps 
a million years old, for their sundowners in 
the cockpit that evening. 

Next day they sailed out into the Brazo 
dcl orocste and enjoyed the most beautiful 
part of the whole voyage, with great glaciers 
coming down to the sea. Waterfalls bene~th 
were eroding them , caus111g big chunks of ice 
to break off and float away. The weather was 
perfect with a clear blue sky; there was very 
Little \~nd: the water was deep 111 mtdchannel ; 
there were plenty of dangers but all well 
charted and they were taking bearings all the 
time. 

Jerry recalls that they were 'extraordinar
ily fortunate on this Tuesday, April 3. They 'd 
even hoisted the racing main , for the only 
time since changing to storm trisail, which 
then tlcw all the way to Cape Town. 

Fvcryone voted this day as the highlight of 

the trip . 
J\s they neared the northeast end of 

Gordon Island, after having been through the 
most spectacular section of the whole voyage, 
the easterly blew fiercely so they took down 
all sails and sailed along at 5\12 knots under 
bare poles. /\.s the Pilot predicted (There is 
I 00 years of history and c;1.pcrience in this 
volume and every sentence is meaningful) 
there were fierce westerly quails off Gordon 
Island in the vicinity of Diabolo Island. 

Soon after entering the Beagle Channel 
8001/icker anchored for the night (her sixth 
anchorage since Punta Arenas) at A waiakirrh 
near a small island. At this point the indige
nous Indians, n w exterminated, used to 
portage their canoe outhward across the 
mile or two of land to enter Seno Ponsonby 
on their way to the Horn. 

It is interesting to note that I 00 years ago 
they were canoc-ing around without any 
clothes on! 

Next day April 4 Bootlicker sailed on in 
the Beagle Channel \\~th a course eastnorth
east then northeast. On the way they passed 
the Murray Channel to the outh, down which 
they had planned to sail, but had been 
instructed not to. 

The passage in the channel was tricky and 
rough and at the end, to reach their destina
tion, they had to round a headland keeping 
\\ell out because of rocks and double back on 
a NW course to reach Ushuaia on April 4. 

They were now in Argentina. 
Sailing along the Beagle Channel they had 

flown the courtesy flags of now Argentina 
and then Chile and then changed again as they 
entered the different countries whose border 
runs through the middle of the channel for 
part of the way. 

Ushuaia is the most southerly town in the 
world and has 6 OOO inhabitants. Bootlicker 
tied up alongside the Argentine naval boats 
and spent five days there. 

This was their last place of call and a 
take-off point for the Horn , so here it wa 
that Jerry's chart is marked "STAY AND 
PREPARE". Part of this preparation was to 
remove the boom and secure it on the cabin 
sole below the water line. Thereafter they had 
no problem s in gybing, accidental or planned, 
less windage, a clean deck for seas to sweep 
over, a lower centre of gravity for righting 
movement and, most important with a crew 
of four with only one man in the cockpit, a 
fine conservation of energy by avoiding taking 
in and shaking out reefs in the mainsail. 

The Argentinians were courteou and kind 
and they met severa l interesting people, one 
the master of a big fishing factory vessel. He 
spoke perfect English. 

They left on Tuesday April I 0, ailed east 
for the Chilean avy base of Puerto Williams, 
on the southern hore of the Beagle Channel, 
where they 'd been in tructed to call. Here 
they found a wonderful museum of Tierra de! 
Fucgo. They stayed the night of April 11 and 
<;cnt home mail. which duly arrived. 

Then they sailed on east and then south
southcast to Puerto Toro where they also had 
to report and where there were just a few 
houses and a jetty for the Chilean Navy - and 
the la t light on the route. (The Beagle Canal 
is well lit.) 

Leaving at 0400 for the difficult pa sage 
across Bahia Nassau they sailed southwest in 
extremely squally conditions \\~th a magnetic 
anomaly halfway such that the compass be
came sluggish. Anyway they managed to find 
their way and "wriggle" into Surgo 
Romanche near the northeastern tip of Bayly 
Island . This was just a narrow little creek 
surrounded by high mountains. 

It was also their last anchorage and the 
take-off point for the Horn. 

Next day they sailed out between the 
small islands and rocks SSW down the Wash
ington Canal between Bayly Island and 
Wollaston Island, emerging into the Seno 
Franklin open to the Pacific to the west. There 
were big seas, a strong westerly and the 
navigation wa tricky. From these hard condi
tions they sa iled southeast, leaving Gordon ~ 
Island to starboard and enjoying the lee from 
the I lcrmit Island group. 44 
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CAP( HOHN 

The weather was grey, but the sea became 
kindl y and the SW wind eased as they sai led 
southward leaving lla ll Island to port. 

At this point J erry sketched the view 
bearing 144° and showing the two horns of 
Rocas Catedra l some eight miles off. 

Fi na lly they rounded Cape Horn, accord
ing to the entry on the chart at " 13.30 
13/04/ 79 Good Friday." Jerry says the good
n ess of the day overcame the supe rstit ion . On 
a grey day but with a kindly ea, they came 
within ha lf to three-quarter miles of the I-l o rn 
when rounding and saw clearly the tripod 
bear ing the light on the rock. 

After a quiet rounding of the Ho rn on 
Good Friday the l 3th, the weather deterior
ated rapidly as Bootlicker passed from the 
Pacific int o tht: Atlantic Ocean and left 
Barneveldt Island to port. 

In hi s attempt to sa il north he fou nd that 
he was continua lly being headed by the 
nort he rlies so he examined hi s position. To go 
home by sa iling north to Mar del Plata and 
then heading cast for Cape Town would 
invo lve a voyage of 4 743 miles whereas Port 
Stanley, in the Falkland Islan ds, was 270 
miles an d, thereafter, o nly 3500 home, admit
tedly with a far longer spe ll in the Roaring 
Forties, not to mention the Fifties. 

But first it was to Port Stanley in the 
Falkland Islands, 52°S. 

En route they passed at midnight within 
half a mile of Bea uchcne Isla nd (uninhabited) 
which they could see. When they came up to 
the so uthea st of the Eastern Island on Easter 
Monda y, April 16, they found themselves in 
fog from 0745 till 15 25 and had to approach 
on sou ndings every 15 minutes wit h the depth 
reducing from 70 to 15 fa thoms. 

Apart from the westerly gale off llas los 
Estados, they'd weat hered another south
westerly ga le at sea, which is not bad for 
those la ti tu des. 

The welcome a t Port Stanley was warm: 
after being taken by a farmer to a pub, The 
Upland Goose, they were given hot baths. It 
wa just like Sunday tnorning in England. 

Thereafter they had four to five happy 
days at the port. Having en tertained various 
guests aboard, including the Governor and hi s 
lady , they were invited to the Queen's Birth
day ce lebrat ion on Victory Green. 

Leaving Port Stanley on the afternoon of 
Mo nday, April 23, they sai led north rou nd 
the 'corners' of hig h-ga le perce ntage areas NE 
to 40° S, north of Tristan and so to Cape 
To1V11. Jerry say you can plan yo ur course to 
sai l by the wind, but in fact you have to go by 
the seas. On the whole they had bad weather 
on this sect io n of the voyage, experiencing six 
ga les altogether. 

About 15 hours after the second a 
heavy storm blowing at 60 knots they 
suffere d a knock-down. 

Hugh describes it: The sea was moderating 
and it was 0050 when he was on standby and 
Bootlicker was going alo ng at about five 
knots. There was a horrendous crash as the 
boat was thrown o n to its side. A bore of 
water like a firehose directed at him gushed 
into the cabin soaking him in a moment. He saw 
Julian cartwheeling across the cabin and 
objects Oying aero s as lockers burst open 
(the hinges gave in) when Bootlicker was 
thrown over to about 130° , damaging the 
wind speed and direction indicators atop the 
mast. 

Dirt and grit on the ce iling remain to tell 
the tale. 

Jerry, the helmsman, was secure ly lashed 
to the weather side of the cockpi t with the 
genoa shee ts twice around his chest so he 
stayed put , his hand sti ll on the tiller. More 
bad weather marked the voyage, even when 
they arrived in Cape Town 0845 on a wet and 
ramy Ascension Day morning, May 24 , after 
one of the most momentous voyages ever 
sailed by a South African yacht. • 
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SKIBOKS' TOUR 
OF EUROPE 

BY NEIL HERMANN 
T he ·trang lehold imposed by politics which 

has drastically effected South African 
waterskiing since 1977 will hopefully en d 
after this year's tour to Europe. After South 
Africa withdrew from the European and 
World Water Skiing Championships, following 
pressures exer ted on her after being kicked 
out of the 197 5 and 1977 World Champion
ships, the Springboks were unable to compete 
in Europe's Champion ships la st year and will 
not be a llowed 111 them thi s year, as well as 
the World Cha mpionships. 

Last year a successful tour was staged in 
which the four-strong team competed in 
severa l tou rnaments with Terry van der 
Merwe and Howard Ramsde n obtaining many 
vic tori es. This year after Cheronne Botes, 
Patricli. Lees and Angela Swain who were 
chosen but were un a ble to make the tour. The 
fo ur strongest skiers, and a ll from \VP, will be 
touring. The team cons ist s of Paul van Eyssen 
(20 yrs) Marc Jardine ( 17 yrs) Howard Rams
den ( 17 yrs - SA Ornmp) an d Terry van der 
Merwe ( 1 8 yrs - SA Champ}. 

Terry with her father Dolf left early in 
May to train in Italy and was joined by the 
rest of the team with Conn ie as the manager 
on June 1 8. They to ured for a week in Italy 
before competi ng in their first tournament on 
the 23 / 24 in !' ranee in the Grand Prix De 
Miissac at Toulouse. The fo llowing week they 
will be competi ng in the Grand Prix Mont 
Pe llie r in Mont Pellier 17rance. 

Next they compete in a test against 
Germany and then move on to tour with the 
Spanish Waterski Federation at Banyolas in 
Spain before going on to the Cata lina 
Champs, also in Spain. 

Their last to urnament will be the Trophy 
de France at Toulouse. 

Travelling with them and compe ting in 
most of the tournaments, will be four juniors: 
Brian Gaze (N.Tvl) Kevin Daddy (Natal) 
Corleze Bester (S.Tvl) and Karen Ba ll (S.Tvl} 
- no colours have been awarded to these 
skiers. 

See next months issue for results of the 
fust tournaments. 

TERRY WINS 
ALL THREE 
Cape Town ace waterskier Terry van 

der Merwe successfu lly de fe nde d her title 
when she won the Centre So uth East League 
Tournament held at Fades Besserve in France 
thi s week. Terry won all three individual 
events with 34. 8m in the ramp event , 4280 
pts in tricks and 2V2 buoys on a 14.25 m rope at 
55 km / h in slalom . She won thi s tourn ament 
last year as well. 

T er ry left early in May to train in Europe 
and this is the first tournament which she has 
entered on this trip . 

Cornhill Come-back 
at Hazelmere 

} t has beco me the trend today among 
sportsmen to retire and then make a 

comeback - and usuall y a good , if not better, 
performance. Such is the like of "old ski dog" 
Er ic Corn hill. Eric has been into hang gliding 
(he is the present SA Champi on) and for the 
pa st year or more has had little time for 
ski ing, specia lly after selling his ski craft to 
me. But obviously the urge was sti ll there and 
after moving to live in Natal he put in some 
training and promptly took ho nours. 

Myself with Terry (who had left in the 
middle of May to train with Mario Savioni in 
Italy), Angela who is nitting round Europe 
and Howard who had mock Matric exams and 
Patrick (who co uld not get leave from the 
Airforce) were unable to attend the Natal 
Open Championships. Well, according to Marc 
Jardine who brought back the facts for me, 
the venue has improve d vastly and had been 
converted by the hardworking Natalian s into 
a good si te. 

But, a las, their efforts were in vain. Only 
three judges - Peter Ramsden ( 1 st class) 
Connie van Eyssen and Roge r Gaze (both 2nd 
class) were able to make the tournament and 
it thus did not qualify for a first clas event 
which prescr ibes five judges. 

The n came the wea ther. 
Natal is famous for its favourable condi

ti on s and, in fact, last year was almost 
unpleasan tly hot and ca lm. The official prac
tice wa held smoot hl y in good conditions, 
but on Saturday the sky c lo uded over and it 
actually rained for a while and a wind 
whipped up the water of Hazelme re Dam in 
the heart of the Canelands. 

The juniors fo ught bravely to turn in some 
of their best performances ever. Again WP was 
missed and one must ap peal to the parents of 

potential skiers to get their children to the 
Vlei to practice o they can make the team. 
Brian Gaze put in an excellent performance, 
to better the SA U.14 slalom record ; but, of 
course, thi s could not be ratified . 

Then came the big gun s. 
The enior men were ce rtainly out to lead 

the large field of entrants. Marc Jardine - a 
very much improved skie r who although still 
a junior in age is to be reckoned with among 
the men - looked the sure winner after taking 
both the slalo m and tricks (with best com
bined scores over both rounds). Howeve r 
Marc, hampered by his light weight, struggled 
with the chop o n the ramp event and finished 
up third in this event and third o ve rall. Paul 
sk ied consistently to earn second position in 
all tlm!e event and the overall. 

But Eric was the re to show his suprema cy. 
Eri c has in the past notched up perform

an ces such as winning the junior European 
Championships twice in a row and finishing 
fifth at the 1977 European Senior Champion
ships and ho lding all three SA records till 
197 5, and the ramp and slalom record till 
April this year when Patrick Lees bettered his 
ramp performance. 

Well, Eric se ttled for third slo t in slalom 
and tricks, took the jump titl e with an 
incredible distance of 44.20m, to pip Paul 's 
best jump of 41. 2m, set a new Natal record. 
(Both these two capitalised on the lull in the 
wind after raising the ramp to 1.8 for them). 
This, with the best slalom performan ce, was 
all he needed to win the overall. (Although 
Marc beat Eric in slalom for the individual 
title - Eric's best performance was better 
than that of Marc's). 

It's a pity Eric i not available for the team 
to tour Europe' • 
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,\ ( o mmission of Inquiry into Small Craft 
41 ha' I n established and is at present investi
~ pt1 the who le matter of small craft on 

mL1nd waters, and their recommendations 
h >Uld go a long way to providing a so lutio n. 

. fo st boating enthusiasts contacted during 
3 rece nt survey by a morning newspaper in 
Johannesburg came out in strong support of 
. fr Gadd . 

Mr George Duffin , secretary of the South 
African Sailing Association, said any Tom, 
Dick and Harry could go and launch a 
mo torboat in a da m or river and drive it 
without tuition. 

"It's like putting a 16-yea r-old boy on a 
main road in a Ferrari, which is just a king for 
trouble," he sa id . 

Mr Trevor Babich, cha irman of the Rand 
Piscatorial Association, is re po rted as describ
ing the present situation o n Transvaa l water
ways as "chaot ic". 

Many powerboat owners are basically 
roadhogs on wate r , he claimed. 

Mr Viv Foster, cha irman of the associa
tion's light-tackle boat sectio n , did not think 
motorboat drivers sho uld be licensed , but sa id 
control sho uld be increased, but a ll boats 
should be licensed and their speed rest ri cted. 

There should a lso be an enforced age 
re triction, he sa id , and regulations governing 
the di rec tion in which these boats must trave l 
on dams hould be introduced. 

No doubt the Re inecke Commission of 
Enquiry ha s gone into all aspects of powe r
boating and will come up with recommenda
tions based on talks with those people and 
associat ions vitally affected. 

This is a step in the right direction , but the 
accent must be on control; reco mmended 
legislation must not be just another means of 
swelling the funds of loca l government 
t reasuries. 

Power boating has suffered a few bad 
blows late ly because of fuel restric tions, and 
it should not be the aim to add to these 
bu rdens. 

World Ski-race 
T

HE fust-ever Wo rld Water Ski Rac ing 
Cha mpionships are to be he ld this Sept

ember with Great Britain as the hos t co untry. 
A series of three races will decide the fir st 

Worl d Champion. One in full sea conditio ns 
to be held a t Whitstable, Ken t on Sunday 
September 9. The second , in the mixed 
conditio ns of a n estuary, will be at All
hallows, Ke nt , on Wednesday Septe mber 12, 
and the third event wiU be o n the inland lake 
of Welsh Harp, Brent London on Saturday 
and Sunday September 15-16 . 

Entries to date are from Great Britain, 
Belgium, Australia , Spain , Germany, France, 
Holland, United States and New Zealand. 
Other ent ries are still expec ted so this will 
undoubtably be the most spectacular water 
ski Grand Prix ever seen with the fa test ski 
boats in the world trying to ge t their sk iers up 
to that elusive "ton ", 160 km /h. 

For further information contact , E.J . 
Rawlings, I 4A, The Centre, Weston-Supe r
Mare, Avon, BS23 l UW, Engla nd . 

SHELL GOLD CUP 
NEWCOM ER A. Stieler, who built hi s own 

outfit, powered by a big inboard V8 
driving a prop, fought hi s way to the ROO 
Class title and the Shell Autumn Gold ('up 
champion ship at Loch Vaal, near Vanderbijl 
Park o n Saturday, Ma y 12 

Tony Nelson-Esch never got his o utfit 
go ing in the ROO Class, but managed to finish 
second ahead of veteran Ken Campbe ll in hi s 
big inboard o utfit. 

Stieler was followed by Bertus Luus ( B 
Oass hydro) in the Gold Cup final and Ken 
Campbell was third. 

But it was the OC Class hydros which 
"ma de" the meet ing once aga in , and Chri s 
Jordan " put it all together'', never made a 
mistake and was literally unbeatable in this 
class. 

He was followed by Reinhardt Schulz, 
riding his old , short boat - he nipped hi s new 
and more successful rig at Riviera c. nd it is still 
being repaired 

Re inhardt was pushed a ll the way, with 
Floyd Botha , Frosty Langman and Boe t 
Ackermann all breathing dow n his neck in an 
excellent dice. 

Tom Jones had eng ine troubles and never 
go t go ing, and Chri s Bloem blew a plug out of 
his powerhea d while pract ising. Nevertheless, 

there were seven OC' hydro s and the racing 
was extremely keen. 

There were on ly three B Class hyd ros, and 
thi s class was dominated by Bertus Luus, in 
the absence of Grahame Ca mpbell , who was 
ill and cou ld not compete. 

A. du Plessis, in the cx-Ste rne OE Class 
o utfit , showed the way round for Pat Farrell, 
and C. Mullinos filled the third spot. 

The 720 Petrol Hydro Class went to 
Jo hnny Mc innes, who had little trouble in 
blowing o ut Ian Ash and P. Hanson. 

R ESULTS: 
OC ('lass hydros: l. Chri s Jordan I 200 
points, 2. Reinhardt Schulz 825, 3. Floyd 
Botha 638. 
720 Petro l hydros: l. Johnny Mcinnes 1 100, 
2. Ian Ash 7 50, 3. P. ll anso n 700. 
B Cla s hydros: 1. Bertus Luus 800, 2. M. 
Snyman 300. 
O E Class: I. A. du Plessis I l 00 2. Pat Farrell 
1 OOO, 3. C. Mullinos 67 5. 
OZ Class: 1. Tony Breed! 1 OOO, 2. Jack 
Tenner 800. 
ROO Class: 1. A. Stieler 1 200, 2. Tony 

elson-Esch 835, 3. Ken Campbell 7 50. 
Gold Cup Final: I. A. Stieler, 2. Bertus Luus, 
3. Ken Campbell. 
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