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AGULHAS WIN FOR CLACK 
THE Sou1h-eas1er reached its peak on the 

first night off Cape Point with a blow o[ 
45-50 knots but not for long. Nevertheless the 
strain on gear wa5 such a5 to put !ta/tile (the 
db2) out of the race with the mast broken and 
Moonshine with a parted forestay after bottle
screw failure. Subsequently off Danger Point 
Plumrree 10s1 her mast so. by the 5econd day. 
the fleet wa5 down to 11. 34° South had her 
main torn above the reef of a 3-reefed main off
Cape Point and sailed the race with an assort
ment of jibs as makeshift mains. when the trisail 
didn ·, provide enough canvas. This last casualty 
wa5 a general source of regret, ashore and afloat 
a5 the renowned British yachtsman Desmond 

H0LIDIY23 
Specially researched and designed by Angelo Lavranos 
for use on South African dams, lakes and bays. 

• Lift keel trailer sailor - draws only 45 cm with keel up
• A 5 berth family cruiser • No mooring problems
• Low maintenance GRP. • Many features: • Galley
with 2 burner stove and sink • Separate toilet compart
ment • Hanging locker • Spacious saloon with table
• 2 double bunks in separate cabins • Full headroom
and very generous storage space • Provision for
refrigerator • Large sheltered cockpit • Non skid decks

FIXED KEEL VERSION ALSO AVAILABLE 

FINANCE AVAILABLE 

BASIC CHARACTERISTICS 

LOA 7,0 m Beam 2,5 m 
Draft 
(daggerboard down) 1,70 m 
(daggerboard up) 0,45 m 
Displacement 1 300 kg 
Sail areas: 
Main 12,0 m2 
Foretriangle 11,4 m2 
UNBELIEVABLE VALUE! 
Available in all stages: 
• Hull only R1 950 
• Hull plus all interior mould
ings including 5 bunks, galley 
& sink, rudder, iron dagger
board & case, bulkheads, 
hatches, deck and cockpits 
R6 875. 
Write for brochure with prices 
including bonding of above up 
to complete boat. I\ 
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Phone (021) 54-2703, 54-4746. 
After hours: 

72-5536, 77-5652.

Hampton had been invited to sail 34° South
with his wife. Kitty. Loo. 

The 1983 race provided headwind5 for the 
most part, calms (long for some) and rum, of 
varying duration, coast-hopping and profitable 
long leg; out to sea for Three Spears and Diel.

There has never been such a start: The south
west zephyr fell away to nothing after the gun 
and only Charger. !ta/tile. BooH and Three
Spears got away. For the re5t it was a 25:minute 
wait till the we5terly came through again. 

Nigel Clack on Charger made for Robben 
Island and stopped while the other three got 
away, yet all the faster boats were all off Cape 
Point by 21 00. Here Jerry Whitehead did a tack 
out to sea with Boots but. wJth a veering wind, 
found himself only laying Hangklip at dawn. By 
Quoin Point Charger was 4½ hours ahead. Diel 
and Three Spears were six hours ahead of them. 
The wind was still south-east. 

Voorcrekker II (John Martin) rounded Agul
has at 06 30 on the 27th in 20 knots of south-east 
with Three Spears S½ hours astern and Diel an 
hour behind. The wind was still SE 20 for them 
but. a5 it dropped and veered, Charger caught 
up with Suidoos who finally anchored for �\/2 
hours in IS metre5 of water because of an in
shore set (confirmed by Boots) off Struis Point. 
A similar fate befell Yoortrekker (4 - 5 hours 
of calm) in this area. 

Meanwhile Hippocampus (Roy Kingon) was 
having a private duel with the disabled 34° 

South all the way to Mossel Bay while Three 
Spears and Diel were level at Yzervark Point. 
Gawie Fagan's lack of wind had so set Suidoos
back that when he made this point Diel was a 
mile to seaward beating back on the homeward 
leg. From lnfanta to Mossel Bay Bernard Die
bold had sailed close to the coast and en Joyed 
landward breezes. 

After Agulhas the wind was otherwise in the 
west. giving most of the boats a run to the 
Mossel Bay mark where the wind played truant 
for most and a calm prevailed. 

Of the boat-for-boat encounters that between 
the Chargers ended in Nigel Clack's favour when 
Jerry took the tack out to sea off Cape Point and 
lost four hours. Thb was compounded by the 
two-hour drift to and from the mark in Mossel 
Bay. 

Between Suidoos and Diel. Bernard was al· 
ready two hour5 ahead at Cape Hangklip and 
this was critical as it took him past the calm near 
Agulha5 where Gawie had to anchor for 4½ 
hours. Indeed the wind was a good 10 knot5 
lighter for Suidoos at Quoin Point and 15 at 
Agulha; already. The spinnaker trouble off 
Hangklip on the return voyage again lengthened 
the elapsed time. 

Between Three Spears and Diel the duel wa; 
close. Bertie was half-an-hour ahead at Cape 
Point, I½ a1 Agulha5. almost four at lnfanta. 
abeam at Yzervark and ten minute5 astern at 
the Mossel Bay mark. On the return voyage he 
was 2½ hours astern of Bernard at Yzervark 
when both took a long tack out tu sea. On the: 
return. at Agulhas, Bertie had made up all but 
40 minutes and thi, distance between the two 
boats remained all the way back to Hangklip. 

Sensation ·s deck log dis!megrated but her crew 
report a race essenoally s1m1lar to Three Spears. 

On the return voyage off Danger Point a ere" 
member was knocked overboard by the main 
boom while the spinnaker was being gybed but 
smart work by the skipper and crew of Skorpion 

RIGHT TOP: Voortrekker //(John Martin) 
line honours winner, was unable to beat 
her previous elapsed time in a generally 
slower Agulhas Race this year. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Charger, skippered by 
Nigel Clack, overall winner on handicap. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: /ta/tile (Ludde lngvall), 
Rothmans winner, knocked out of the 
race with broken mast. 
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had him on board within five minutes. The 
reported windspeed at the time was SE 20. 

The positions the Mossel Bay mark were as 
follows: 

MOSSEL BAY MARK 

December 28 Arrival Elapsed 

Voortrekker II IQ 20 30 46 20 30 
Sensation 14 17 45 50 17 45 
Diel 14 41 15 50 41 15 
Three Spears 14 51 28 50 51 28 
Charger 18 10 50 54 10 50 
Suidoos 20 26 15 56 26 15 

December 29 
Boots 00 28 02 60 28 02 
H1gpocampus 02 07 02 62 07 02 
34 South 02 05 50 62 05 50 
Kreepy Krauly 07 35 50 67 35 50 
Skorpion 09 47 05 69 47 05 

Jerry Whitehead was critical of the Mossel 
Bay mark because it was so close in. Had it been 
farther out to the north. some wind could have 23 
come over the bluff instead of forcing him to ►take two hours to do the two miles from Cape 
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Looking to next Agulhas Race 

Anglo-Alpha Limited will sponsor South Africa's premier offshore yachting 
event, the annual race to Mossel Bay, for a three-year period. This was 

announced by Mr Dave Baker, their managing director, at the 1983 Hippo 
Quarries Agulhas Race prizegiving, held at the Royal Cape Yacht Club, Cape 
Town. 

Hippo Quarries, which sponsored the 1983 
Race, is a division of the Anglo-Alpha cement, 
stone, lime and industrial minerals group. Mr. 
Baker represented Anglo-Alpha and its stone 
division as a guest-of-honour at the prizegiving. 

There will be no Agulhas Race in 1984 as the 
South Atlantic Race from Cape Town to Uru
guay will be held in 1985. Anglo-Alpha's sponsor
ship of the Agulhas Race will thus commence 
for the 1985 competition and continue for 1986 
and 1987. 

First to finish the 1983 race was John Martin's 
Voortrekker II, followed by Diel (Bernard 
Diebold) and Three Spears (Bertie Reed), Nigel 
Clack, skipr,er of Charger, received four prizes 
at the prizegiving, including the trophy for the 
winner on handicap. Three Speors was second 
on index of performance, followed by Boors
(Jerry Whitehead). 

The following trophies were awarded: 
Cruising Association Trophy, for overall 

winner on handicap: Charger (Nigel Clack). 
Koppenhagen Trophy, for second on handicap: 

Three Spears (Bertie Reed). 

Lighthouse Trophy for third on handicap: Boots 
(Jerry Whitehead). 

Halls Trophy. for first on handicap in Class I: 
Three Spears. 

Jimmy Gie Trophy. for first on handicap in 
Class II: Charger.

John Ford Trophy for overall line honours: 
Voortrekker II (John Martin). 

Cape St. Blaise Trophy for best time on handi
cap from Cape Town to Mossel Bay: Charger. 

Agulhas Homeward Bound Trophy for best 
time on handicap from Mossel Bay to S1monstown: 
Boots. 

Trophies were also awarded to the winners of 
divisions in each class: 

Class I: Division I, Diel (Bernard Diebold). 
Division 2, Three Spears, Division 3, Kreepy
Krau/J, (Gerl von Hof. West Germany). 

Class 11: Division I, Charger.

The race chairman. in calling on Mr Dave 
Baker the guest of honour. had referred to him 
as a Prince Charming who'd come mat the last 
moment with sponsorship which had provided, 
inter alia. the function enjoyed by the guests. 

Dave Baker said: "At my age you feel anything 
but Prince Charming. But I want to thank the 
people who organised this race. I want to thank 
the participants. I think it's people like you who 
make it worthwhile to sponsor these events. We 
haven't sponsored anything before of this nature 
because we don't produce large quantities of 
consumer products but - just for the hell of it 
- we would like to sponsor the next three. 

"I know there isn't to be one in 1984 .....
At this point tumultuous and prolonged ap

plause broke out. and Mr. Baker continued: 
"Well thank you for that. That was worthwhile 

for that alone. I wish you everything of the best 
and. once again. thank you for having me here 
and thanks for all you ·ve done ... 

Another long round of applause told Mr 
Baker how much we appreciated the splendid 
backing. 

Gordon Webb mounted the platform and 
announced: "I have an envelope here with 
honorary membership of CASA for Mr Baker 
- but I have strict instructions not to hand it 
over unless I get the sponsorship". . . 

Gordon then introduced our overseas visitors 
whereafter Mr Baker. who'd interrupted his 
holiday at Cape St. Francis especially to attend. 
proceeded to hand out the prizes. Mrs Baker 
was presented with a fine bouquet by Julia Fagan 
of the CASA staff. 

CASA is extremely grateful to the managing. 
director of Anglo-Alpha for sponsorship of our 
premier race for the next three years and 
commends his example to all leaders of industry. 
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bruce banks sails 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS BREED SUCCESS 

AGULHAS RACE 1983 

0 VE RALL: 1 st Charger Nigel Clack, 2nd Three Spears Bertie 
Reed, 3rd, Boots Jerry Whitehead. 
LINE HONOURS: 1st Voortrekker.llJohn Martin. This tough 
gear-breaking race was again a Bruce Banks benefit. 
Interesting new-state-of-the-art sail designs fea
tured on the top three boats. 
Charger: For the long beat up to 
Agulhas skipper Nigel Clack chose 
a new custom developed 2 ply 
mylar no. 3 constructed using a 
radial head, tri-panel cut de
signed to work over a wide 
range of wind and sea condi-
tions. Clack said: 'We go straight 

O 7 from no. 1 to this sail and hold 
it to about 40 knots apparent 
with double reefed main. The 
new no. 3 was the foundation 
of our victory." 
Three Spears: Three new sails 
were added to the inventory 
before Rothmans Week pro
viding the boat with a new turn 
of upwind speed: Heavy No. 1 
genoa vertical cut two ply leech 
using 4,9 oz Bainbridge 
Powerknit mylar laminate. This 
warp-oriented cloth was ideal 
for the job. Grand Prix main with 
two ply saw tooth leech construc
tion from 6,8 oz yarn tempered 
cloth giving a leech of over 13 oz. 
No. 3 genoa vertical cut 4,9 oz 
Powerknit mylar with two ply 
kevlar leech. 
Boots: A new 133% two ply no. 2 
genoa constructed from 5,8 oz 
yarn tempered cloth with two ply 
leech was their answer for the 18 to 
30 knot range windward work. 

L26 CHAMPIONSHIPS 1983 

Banks sails took Omega Heatwave to 
victory against a hot 24 boat fleet 

in the toughest L26 nationals 
yet. Heatwave's skipper, Banks, 

sail maker Etienne van Cuyck, 
chose the recently develop

ed mark II mainsail using 
yarn tempered cloth to 
give them the edge re

quired to consistently 
stay in the hunt over 

six races. Their de
vastating downwind 

speed came from 
hours of practice 
and a new Banks 

tri- radial 
spinnaker. 
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Agulhas Race 
21 St. Blaize to the mark and back. 
◄ On the homeward run the boats having had to

beat all the way to Mossel Bay, except for a run 
from Cape Barracouta, now faced the prospect 
of beating against a south-wester once again. 
Three Spears faced a decision. She could not 
catch Sensation. who had sailed a boat-for-boat 
race so far with her, on the beat as she was 
designed essentially for a downwind run and 
was not fast enough on the wind. So there was 
nothing for it but to go out to sea, and this they 
did from Yzervark for 30 miles. When they 
came in again they had Cape Agulhas on the 
nose and Sensation was a ½ mile stern. The tack 
to sea had paid off. 

Diel II went out to sea at the same time, but 
lost an hour to Three Spears when she made 
Agulhas. Nevertheless she was still 40 minutes 
ahead. Charger stayed between four and seven 
miles off the coast. Boots did likewise till Cape 
Infanta, when she too went off out to sea, but 
could not make up the five hours she had origi
nally lost. 

The wind freed from SW to SW to S to SE so 

OVERALL RESULTS 

that, from Danger Point, half the fleet had a run 
home. Three Spears having broached off Cape 
St. Blaize had a similar experience in False Bay, 
and was set back 20 minutes as a result. Suidoos
lost her spinnaker, broached and over
ran the course while clearing it from 
Cape Hangklip till she was south of Cape 
Point, and that did not help her time in 
any way. 

34° South had the wind on the beam 
from Cape Infanta and had a fast run in 
rough seas from Quoin Point to Danger 
Point even though she hadn't a main. All 
the boats had reasonable passages, but it 
was not a fast race. For some it was a beat 
both ways to about half way along the 
course, a calm of varying duration and a 
final run to the marks. 

BILL RABINOWITZ· 

Line Order Skipper Elapsed Corrected Hep 

Voortrekker 11 
Diel 
Three Spears 
Sensation 
Charger 
Suidoos 
Boots 
Higpocampus
.14 South 
Kreepy Krauly 
Skorpion II 

Qul�g.lf�itff' 
m;KX lrom neopren,c,
coa1� nylon ot 2JO 
(lfllm1t:o:Ceptl� 
ci,ngny Wit wn.cn ,s of 
a 180gmlm1PU 
ce>att<I nylon 

J. Martin 
B. Diebold
S. Reed
J. Reuvers
N. Clack
G. Fagan
J. Whuehead
R. Kingen
D. Hampton
G. Yonhoff
P. Richards 
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h m s 
74 50 15 
81 24 47 
82 50 13 
83 31 01 
87 27 36 
89 54 56 
92 49 12 
94 57 41 
95 23 14 

102 17 46 
102 23 32 

98 18 23 9 � 98 09 35 8 
86 00 05 2 

r 86 48 27 4 
81 32 51 I 

87 38 58 5 Desmond Hampton, 
86 32 43 3 of Gypsy Moth and BOC 89 15 15 6 Singlehander fame, caught 

100 04 48 II during preparations for the Agulhas 
96 21 46 7 Race in which he skippered 34

° South, 98 21 28 10 but not without mishap. 
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MUSTO & HYDE are the first designers to fully 
employ new developments in materials 
technology and produce differing systems to meet 
the environments experienced by dinghy, inshore, 
coastal, offshore and ocean sailors. 
Each system is available under the appropriate 
title, designed to withstand increasingly severe 
and hostile conditions. Each engineered 
to retain body heat without the at-
tendant discomfort from perspiration. 
The offshore and ocean systems have 
been proven in Atlantic crossings 
and was selected by Flyer for the 
Round the World Race. These sys
tems incorporate the latest 3M 
Thinsulate® thermal insulation 
offering double the insulating 
power of other materials . 

WE SET THE PACE 
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Johannesburg: Rob de Vlieg, 40 Auret Street, Jeppe 
P.O. Box 33902, Jeppe 2043. Phone (011) 614-8523. 
Cape Town: JJ Provoyeur. Phone (021) 57-3248 or 72-9044. 

From the archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications. 
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