
D
ESPITE A coastline course which 
always brings out the worst in the 
weather and sea, the annual 

Agulhas race - this time sponsored by 
Hippo Quarries in a last ditch salvage effort 
- always brings out the best in the men who 
take on the challenge.

At the end of December, the Cape 
Doctor handed out a variety-show package 
deals - heavy south-easter to start (and 
one which had been blowing long enough to 
generate heavy swells in the region of Cape 
Hangklip), moderating to a maddeningly 
light seven knots, then picking up to nearly 
40 knots for the tailend finishers. 

Predictably, John.Martin, in Voortrekker
II , took line honours in a time 18 hours 
slower than his record setting 57 hours 14 
min in 1982. Also predictably, there was 
some damage, the irony being that apart 
from visiting Briton Desmond Hampton's 
blown mainsail soon after the start, gear 
failures all took place in fairly light wind 
conditions' 

Ludde lngvall, skippering the Rothmans 
Week winner, Line Seuen, renamed ltaltile
for the Agulhas, ascribed his mast collapse 
to specifications designed for European 
round-the-bouy conditions. 

He had just come up on deck at about 
01h00, 13 hours from the start. Having 
calculated that !ta/tile had at least a two 
hour handicap lead in the race, he had 
decided to ease up on both crew and boat. 
The crew had even decided on a small 
celebration to mark the yacht's super-fast 
performance. 
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As soon as I took the tiller I knew she was 
sluggish, and that something was wrong," 
lngvall told me. "We were just west of Cape 
Hangklip, already in the confused chop 
caused by the long south-easterly swells 
rounding the point and its five big rocks. 

"I shone a light up the mast, and 
immediately saw the trouble. The port 
spreader has bent aft, loosening up on the 
capshrouds, and the mast had a very 
dangerous bulge to weather. 

"I just had time to yell 'look out, the mast 
is coming down' when it snapped, pitching 
over the side so /ta/tile ran over the genoa 
and the top half of the main spilt into the 
sea." 

Then began the long, gruelling job of 
retrieving sail, rigging and spar, with lngvall 
himself up the mast-stump to slide the main 
out of the top - with most of it a mess on 
the deck, it was simply easier to free the 
remainder from the top. 

"I'm still bruised black and blue, with a 
million scratches all over from trying to hang 
on," he grimaced. 

With everything ship-shape and the 
cleanly broken piece of mast back on board, 
/ta/tile motored back to Gordon's Bay. 

Desmond Hampton, skippering 34 South
with his wife Kitty as crew (she has 
expressed interest in competing in the 1986 
South Atlantic solo match race for Muiras), 
blew out his mainsail soon after dark on the 
first night of the race, the sail shredding just 
above the third reef. 

Undaunted, the man who tailed BOC 
winner Phillipe Jeantot all the way through 

Gear failures 
all took 
place in fairly 
light wind 
conditions! 

the southern ocean before running Gypsy 
Moth Von to the southern Australian island 
of Gabo, pressed on, driving 34 South all the 
way to the Mossel Bay turn mark before 
hoisting a trysail for the homeward leg. 

Engine failure also made it impossible for 
him to charge his batteries, but Hampton 
nevertheless finished the race in ninth 
position. 

Chris van Lierop's Plumtree was also 
dismasted off Danger Point, and made for 
Sansbaai under motor, and Moonshine,
skippered by Tony Abbot, retired to 
Simon's Town with a broken forestay after 
breaking the rigging screw at the bow fitting. 

Up to 45 hours after the start bridge 
officers Derek Lourens and Hugh Dunlop, 
wearily keeping vigil in Simon's Town, 
believed this would be one of the longest 
Agulhas races in history. Vootrekker II was 
still some hours away from the turn mark, 
and desperately searching for wind - which 
thankfully came shortly afterward. 

John Martin rounded the mark shortly 
after 10h00 on Wednesday, 46 hours from 
the start and just 13 hours short of his full
course record. He was followed some hours 
later by Bernard Diebolt's Diel, Jan Reuvers 
in Sensation and Bertie Reed in Three
Spears in quick succession as the wind 
freshened to more than 20 knots southerly. 
Behind them were the smaller Class II boats, 
led by Nigel Clack in Charger.

And the wind kept on up the scale. On a 
tight reach all the way back to Agulhas, 
Vortrekker II was able to crack shets as she 
rounded, and in effect left most of the bad 
weather behind, completing the race in 
about 25 knots of wind at 14h50 on 
Thursday, while the slower trailers 
encountered winds steady at 35 knots, 
gusting up to 40. 

In the ding-dong battle which developed 
on the homeward leg for second place, 
Bertie Reed's experience and cunning 
knowledge of the Southem Cape coast and 
better tactics helped him to take Three 
Spears into third place on elapsed time, 
wresting this position from last year's 
winner, young Jan Reuvers in Neil Bailey's 
Durban flyer, Sensation. Sailing a yacht he 
barely knows, he could not, however, 
overtake Diel, which finished the race in 
second plac e, but he was good enough to 
take second place on handicap - no mean 
feat for the high-rated two tonner Three
Spears. 

Derek Lourens said he believed 
Sensation had suffered some gear failure, 
but this could not be confirmed. 
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Make sure 
the engine you 
choose today 
isn't obsolete 
tomorrow. 
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To extract maximum pleasure 
from r.our favourite pastime
there s only one thing more 
important than the weather. 
Your engine. 
And that means an engine with 
the right drive concept. Like 
BMW. The right manufacturer 
for sheer boating pleasure. 
Just consider the reliability, 
long running life and outstand
ing economy of our engines. 
Or the wide ranQe of standard 
features (e.g. twin-circuit 
cooling and power trim). Or our 
worldwide service network 
available wherever you need us. 
And with BMW's experience 
and know-how you will always 
enjoy your favourite pastime 
the way you should. 
Thus no matter whether you 
choose four or six cylinders, 
BMW's progressive engineer
ing always guarantees ex
tremely smooth, vibration free 
running characteristics. Which 
eliminates unnecessary wear 
and tear. While the outstand
ing economy of these engines 
provides an extra-long cruising 
range. Keeping exhaust 
emission at a minimum and 
environmental protection at 
a maximum. 
These are, however, only some 
of the advantages offered by 
these engines. 

For detailed information, just 
send in the coupon for our 
information folder. 
Comparing various engines, 
you will then see that with a 
BMW you have far more than 
just the fascinating flair a great 
make can offer. 
Although that flair is also quite 
important, isn't it? 
See you soon - at your BMW 
Marine Dealer. 
The BMW B 130, B 220 in brief: 
88/140 DIN kW (120/190 bhp). 
Weight with stern drive: 
260/327 kg (573/721 lb). 
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88-140 DIN kW (1W-190 bhp) 
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Skippered by Bertie Reed, Three Spears 
managed a creditable 2nd position ouero/1. 

FINAL RESULTS 

Cruising Association of South Africa 
Trophy - overall handicap winner: 
Charger, skippered by Nigel Clack. 
Coppenhogen Trophy - second on 
handicap: Three Spears, skippered by 
Bertie Reed. 
Lighthouse Trophy third on 
handicap: Boots, skippered by Jerry 
Whitehead. 
Halls Trophy - winner on handicap, 
Class I: Three Spears (Bertie Reed). 
Jimmy G ie Trophy - winner on 
handicap, Class II: Charger (Nigel 
Clack). 
John Ford Trophy - fastest calculated 
elapsed time: Voortrekker II, skippered 
by Lt. John Martin. 
Cope St Blaize Trophy - first around 
the Mossel Bay mark on handicap: 

Charger (Nigel Clack). 
Agu/has Homeward Bound Trophy -
best handicap time Mossel Bay to 
Simon's Town: (Jerry Whitehead). 
Handicap winner, Closs I, Division I 
(contested by Voortrekker II, Diel and 
34 South): Diel (Bernard Diebolt) 
Handicap winner, Class I, Division II 
(contested by Sensation, Suidoos and 
Three Spears): Three Spears (Bertie 
Reed). 
Handicap winner, Class l, Division III 
(contested by Skorpion II, Kreepy 
Krauly and ltaltile): Kreepy Krauly, 
skippered by Gert van Hof. 
Handicap winner, Class II, Division I 
(contested by Charger and Boots): 
Charger (Nigel Clack). 
Class II, Division II - no winner. Both 
contestants (Plumtree and Moonshine) 
retired. 
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Gear failure could haue preuented Jan 
Reuuers from taking his second Agulhas 

title. 

Line Seuen, renamed Ito/tile, lost her mast 
within hours of the start. 

GIFT FOR NSRI 

A GIFT of three Decca Yacht Nauigator receiuers was made to the National Sea Rescue 
Institute by Decca Nauigator SA during the three-day Southern African launch in Cape 
Town recently of a new range of marine nauigation equipment, claimed to be the most 
aduanced in the world. 

The yacht-nauigator receiuers, small and easy to install and operate, were designed and 
built in Britain to use the Decca chain transmissions around the South African coast, and 
will be of great assistance to NSRI craft operating in rough seas and poor uisibility. 

Those present at the hand-ouer ceremony on board the NSRI uessel "Rescue 1" at the 
Royal Cape Yacht Club, included (from left) Mr Steue Horrocks, general manager of 
Decca Nauigator SA, who made the presentation: Mr Alan Blake, NSRI technical aduisor; 
Mr Pat O'Sulliuan, chairman of NSRI, Mr Doug Wilson, marketing manager of Decca 
Nauigator (UK); Mr Peter Doane, general marketing manager of Roca/ Marine Radar Ltd 
(UK), and Mr Geoff Boag, general manager of Dowson & Dobson Ltd, the South African 
agent for Decca Marine. 

Keen contpetition in 
Transvaal Dart/Halcat 
chantpions�ips. 

KIM PHILLIPS, from Natal, showed both 
highveld and international Dart skippers 
that altitude made no difference to his 
abilities when he walked off with the recent. 
Transvaal championships by gaining three 
wins and a second out of five races. His 
overall victory came in the face of stiff 
competition from the cream of the 
Transvaal crews and that of European Dart 
champions, Kim and Mowena Stephens, 
who came to Stilbaai for the event. 

In the Halcat championships which were 
sailed simultaneously, it was Hans van der 
Steene who emerged victorious with three 
outright wins and a third out of the five 
races. 

Conditions were generally light for the 
first race, but this did not deter Kim and 
Mark Phillips from convincingly taking the 
gun from Justin Kritzinger and Kim 
Stephens in the Dart section. Van der 
Steene, sailing on his home waters, did not 
have things all his own way during the first 

race of the Halcat series. !here was a 
continuous change of leadership 
throughout the race, but the champion 
managed ulitmately to gain the gun. He was 
followed by Corrie Taljaard and Ken Rees
Gibbs. 

The two Kims - Phillips and Stephens -
had to be content with second and third 
placings respectively in the second Dart 
race and watch Andre van Son lead from 
start to finish in his new boat. 

Van der Steene was lucky to gain a first in 
the second Halcat race. Allan Levin was in 
the lead as the fleet approached the finishing 
line but, by sheer bad luck, his Halcat was 
struck by a finishing Dart and he had to 
require assistance. This forced him to retire 
giving line honours to Van der Steene. 
Corrie T aljaard moved into second slot with 
Hine Krauss in third. 

The "lighties" among the skippers saw 
their chance on the third day when light 
variable winds were experienced. Neither 

ultimate champion shaped in this race, the 
honours in the Dart section going instead to 
Justin Kritzinger followed by Stephens and 
Grant Elliott. In the Halcat section, Corrie 
Taljaard took the gun after a close tussle 
with Con Meyer and Rees-Gibbs who 
finished second and third respectively. 

A severe thunderstorm which broke over 
the Vaal dam soon afterwards almost put 
paid to a second race that day, but 
conditions settled down late in the 
afternoon and the race was started in 
dropping winds. 

Phillips again took the gun in the Dart fleet 
from Stephens and Kritzinger, while Meyer 
gained the honours from Taljaard and Van 
der Steene in the Halcats. 

The Vaal dam was like a mirror on the 
fourth day when the fifth race was due to 
start. However, by mid-morning there was 
sufficient wind - albeit light and variable -
to enable the race to be sailed. At the 
starting gun for the Dart fleet, both "Kims" 
were in the running for the championship. 
but it was Kim Phillips who ultimately came 
through to take both the gun and the 
championships. 

Van der Steene took no chances in the 
Halcat race and steadily increased the lead 
he had earlier established convincingly to 
beat Hino Krauss and Con Meyer across 
the line to take the championships. 

The final placings were as follows: 
DARTS: K. Phillips, l; K. Stephens, 2; 
and J. Kritzinger, 3. HALCATS: 1---L van der
Steene, l; C. Taljaard, 2; and C. Meyer, 3. 

JOIN THE FAMILY FUN' FLEET I 
Halcats are the most popular sailboats in 
this country. Why? Halcats are simple to rig, 
and a pleasure to sail. They're built rugged, 
to take all the knocks over the years and still 
stay on top. For family cruising, Halcats 
offer unrivalled buoyancy and load carrying 

apacity. And if you're into racing. Halcats 
re the largest racing class around. An 
ctive class association ensures regattas 
herever you are and good resale values 
o. A nationwide dealer network promises

rompt delivery and ever-available spares.
II adds up to hassle-free, fun ·11ed sailin
oin the family fun Fleetl
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