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Cane Vickers YachtsAGVLHAS RACE 

by JOHN FENSHAM 

A fierce and lusty baptism by wind and 
water, under the toughest 'pusher' of them 
all, gave SAN Lieutenant John Martin his 
introduction to offshore yacht racing when, 
in 1974, he crewed for Bertie Reed in his first 
Agulhas Race. 

Only Bertie and his crew, aboard the first 
Voortrekker, now somewhere between 
Australia and New Zealand, based their way 
through the violent conditions which forced 
the rest of the fleet to shelter in Mossel Bay. 

Understandably, that race has stuck in 
John's mind, and at the end of the 1982 race, 
after a record breaking 57 hrs 16 mins at sea, 
he felt the most remarkable thing about the 
race was its similarity to the 1974 blockbuster. 

'Boxing Day' dawned gusty and gale
promised. I remembered another promise, 
made to me the night of the BOC race start 
from Cape Town when John Martin told me 
he intended not only winning the Agulhas 
Race, but smashing the record, and as I 
watched the massive Voortrekker II surge 
across the line, reefed and heeling as she 
headed for the weather mark, I knew John 
would be smiling with anticipation. 

The gale was north-west and growing, the 
fleet down to 14, one of the lowest entries in 
the race's history, but highly competitive, 
stripped of trippers. Only serious racers 
would set out in such a blow! 

And immediately 'Trekka 11 's balance and 
high-point ability became apparent. While 
the rest of the fleet two-tacked, Martin 
squeaked to the mark in a single beat, 
pirouetting around and skying a 3/4 
spinnaker while the rest of the fleet still 
churned upwind, against the swell. 

Jan Reuvers, skipper of the handicap 
winner Brigh twater Fox, said later the spray 
between the start line and that first weather 
mark was so bad it shorted his electrics so 
they had to sail the whole race without 
instruments, with only some fancy wire
work getting their radio operative again. 

From then on conditions were ideal for a 
fast and furious passage, and the crew of 
'Trekka 11 wasted no time. 

"The swells were building as the wind built 
to a max of about 50 knots," John Martin said. 
"We had 'Trekka 11 surfing at more than 22 
knots, and for one incredible ten minute 
stretch she did 20 knots without wavering, 
the bow plouging into and through the slower 
moving waves ahead. The deck was under 
green water from bow to deckhouse but even 
this did not slow us down." 

From the Table Bay start to Cape Point 
Voortrekker 11 averaged 13,4 knots (14,4from 
Hout Bay to the Point in higher winds) and 
broaches followed one after the other (for the 
whole fleet) as the over-powered yachts 
surged southward. 

"By the time we reached the Point there 
was not a sail to be seen," he said, "and we 
thought everyone else had retired." 

This was perhaps more hopeful than 
realistic, because behind him Bernie 
Diebold's Diel, Ken Warr in WarrfairandJan 
Reuvers, young, up-and-coming after his 
Sweet Pea Nationals win in the 1982 Smirnoff 
Regatta, were all every bit as determined to 
win as Martin. 

According to Reuvers, Brightwater Fox 
'Chinese-gybed' her way to Cape Point, 
overpowered under an 80 percent bag which 
he refused to douse, rolling like a maniac 
metronome but pushed all the time because 
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Jan Reuuers and crew - Jan is at centre, John 
Goodwin on the left - leaue white-water wake and 

Cloud Nine (with blue and white spinnaker) far 
he was scared the other boats would go too 
fast and leave him behind. Even when he saw 
the'others drop their 'chutes he kept his up, 
grimly hoping the recurrent broaches and 
Chinesegybes would leave the boat whole 
enough to finish the race. 

"But the wind kept rising, and eventually 
we had to drop the bag and we carried on 
with a No. 3 and a storm jib poled out, and we 
kept this rig up from Danger Point to 
Agulhas," Reuvers said. 

With canny John Goodwin navigating they 
caught up with Gerry Hegie's Touch Wood, 
and the two yachts, so far removed in size and 
design, surfed the same waves off Agulhas 
before Reuvers managed to pull ahead, 
passing even Warrfair but far behind Ted 
Kuttell in Dave Abro's Three Spears ... 

Eventually, in dropping wind and well 
after Voortrekker 11, Diel, Three Spears, 
Wan-fair, Touch Wood and Cloud Nine, 
Brightwater Fox rounded the Mossel Bay 
mark, and with the beat into the now
p rev ai l ing south-wester,  the name 
'Broaching Reuvers' was bandied about a 
little less on deck! 

John Goodwin, who knows the southern 
Cape shore l ike his backya rd,took 
Brightwater Fox deep into the craggy bays 
and inlets from Mossel Bay to Agulhas, from 
Agulhas to Hangklip, sometimes 50m off the 
breakers. At one point they spotted a sail and, 

behind as they storm towards Mossel Bay on the 
morning after the start. Cloud Nine neuer caught 
up! 

thinking it was Touch Wood, began a turn 
and turn about dice from which they slowly, 
painfully slowly pulled ahead. 

When they later discovered that their 
contestant had been Richard Glanville's 
huge Wes bank, there was incredulity, then 
jubilation a board the old and tiny Impact, as 
they rounded Hangklip ahead of the Maxi. 

In the final reaches across False Bay 
Wesbank used her size, light displacement 
and light reaches to pull ahead, crossing the 
line a bare 10 minutes ahead of Reuvers -
and nobody can be ashamed loosing out 
under those conditions! 

Damage in the often heavy conditions was 
minimal with a surprising duplication of 
rudder damage to both Chargers - Nigel 
Clack's  Charger,  which retired to 
Simonstown the first night, and Jerry 
Whitehead's Boots, which hit a floating 
object, bending the rudder stock, stripping 
the GRP sheath and gouging half the foam 
filling from the armature. 

Unlike Charger, Boots did not retire. 
Slipped in Mossel Bay, her crew worked like 
maniacs to repair the rudder, and Jerry 
chased the fleet to a last, but very honorable 
finish. 

The only other damage noted was Reuvers' 
shorted electrics, and Voortrekker ll's 
spinnaker pole mast-horns, badly torn 
during that fast run to Cape Point. 

RESULTS AGULHAS RACE 

CLASS I 

Yacht 

Diel 

3 Spears 

Voortrekkcr II 

Warr Fair 

Wesbank 

Touchwood 

CLASS II 

Boots 

Cloud Nine 

Double Helix 

I-lumber 

Brightwaler f'ox 

Triffid 

Owner 

Die Bold 

Kullcl 

Martin 

Dr & Mrs K. Warr 

Glanville 

Hegic 

Whitehead 

Fisher/Bales 

Cloete/fraser 

Stephens 

Harro,,,smith Reuvers 

Petersen 

73 

75 

57 

74 

78 

87 

113 

86 

132 

96 

79 

89 

38 58 88 

21 54 77 

14 28 76 

07 49 76 

43 37 103 

20 56 85 

33 20 105 

08 36 79 

13 49 115 

44 16 89 

II 28 70 

55 14 81 

47 57 2 8 2 5 

46 36 4 4 4 3 

14 22 I 2 I 

52 23 3 3 3 

42 25 5 II 5 

20 55 8 7 6 

52 45 12 12 5 5 

03 13 7 5 2 2 

30 11 13 13 6 6 

36 30 II 9 4 •I 

26 54 6 I I I 

07 41 9 6 3 3 

• 

¥ by ALEX STONE 
Fritz Kremnitzer is a craftsman of the old 

world mould (pardon the cliche) but that 
doesn't mean he's fuddy-duddy. His eyes 
light up as he talks animatedly of his 3 
projects, all of which seem bang on target. 
His career began with a boat-building 
apprenticeship in Austria, where he worked 
on luxury motoryachts for use on the 
Danube River. He came to South Africa in 
1973, to join Alpha Yachts, who were then 
building Flying Dutchmen under the 
supervision of Bronco Posnelowitzh. 
Kremnitzer built 3 Dutchmen, before 
moving over to Heinz Horst'brink where he 
helped in the construction of no less than 28 
Fireballs. Going bigger, Fritz then completed 
the interior of a Roberts 53 for a private 
owner. 

"I don't sail anymore "says 
Fritz Kremnitzer of Cape 
Vickers Yachts, "I have no 
time to spare." Seems a 
strange thing for a boat 
builder to say, but then it is 
characteristic of Krem
nitzer's perfectionist app
roach. He has set out to build 
boats as best he can, and for 
the past 2 years has laboured 
seven days a week to produce 
a finish on his Vickers 41 that 
no body can criticize. 

In 1980, he decided to set up his own 
boatyard, and commissioned the Vickers 41 
design from Angelo Lavranos. This is a 
development of Angelo's successful 2 ton !OR 
racers Sensation and Nutcracker. Fritz 
wanted a local equivalent of the Swan 41 and 
Baltic 42 concepts, and in the quality of his 
hull and deck mouldings, he has certainly 
achieved that. The interior is up to you; but 
there are people around (like Mike 
Hendricks for instance) who can and do 
produce interior joinery that perhaps is even 
better than those famous finnish concerns. A 
properly completed Vickers 41 will be a very 
rewarding yacht to own. Eleven have been 
sold to date, and the first one floating -
named Kalea - can be seen at the Bluff 
Yacht Club in Durban. The secret of the 4l's 
very fair hull is an immensely strong, and 
perfectly smooth balsa-cored mould. 

bruce banl<s sails 

End '82 on a High ·Note! 

AGULHAS RACE 1st & 2nd HANDICAP 
(Bruce Banks Sailmaker Jan Reuvers sailed the 1 /2 

Tonner brightwater fox to victory) 
1 st and 2nd Line Honours 

Rothmans Week Class I, 1 st Seven South African Entries 
Class II, 1 st, 2nd, 3rd. L26 2nd, 3rd, 4th. 

Optimist Nationals 5 out of Top Ten used Banks Sail 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS: 

BOC around alone 2nd Leg CT - Sydney 
2nd Voortrekker 

Sydney-Hobart Race Rampant II finishes 5th 

with top Maxi's only 42 minutes apart 

bruce banks sails high quality and cruising sails for
all your needs. 5th Floor, 118 Bree Street, Cape Town. 

PHONE: (021) 22-9254/22-8908 
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Fritz Kremnitzer and Morgan Heyden (left) who is 
the only apprenticed boatbuilder approued by the 
apprenticeship board in the Transuaal. 

Sunlight shines through the hull of a Vickers 41, 
showing the many stiffening stringers. 

Kremnitzer is presently completing ·the 
mould for his second boat, a Bruce Roberts 
designed motor sailor, which as he earnestly 
reminds you, is not really a motor sailor but a 
yacht in disguise. Certainly the Fisher style 
dog house, and huge interior volume make it 
look like a motorsailor, but a deeper than 
normal keel, and a sleek underbody point to a 
performance closer to that of a true yacht. 
Nevertheless, the Vickers 341 is a no
compromise vessel when it comes to space 
and comfort. Fritz intends exploring ·the 
Amazon with his own 341 in the hazy future, 
but thats only after his third project comes to 
fruition. It's a 26 foot Lavranos designed 
cr'uising boat, offering those comforts and 
conveniences that the L26 doesn't, without a 
sacrifice in performance. The new boat, yet 
to be named, looks sweet on paper, like all of 
Angelo's designs. It will be optionally 
available with a lifting keel, and will be sold 
with complete interior mouldings. 
"Comfortable living on-board " was what 
Fritz wanted to offer with this boat, and that 
is what Angelo has provided. 

Fritz Kremnitzer is a man of diverse 
talents. Together with his brother Karl, he 
owns three businesses. One boatbuilding, 
one diesel repair, and one transport of 
inflammable liquids. The transport 
company, called Witfield the delivery of his 
yachts an easy affair - Fritz does it himself. 

If you're looking for a 2 ton IOR cruiser 
racer, or a very comfortable cruising boat in 
the 35 foot range, I suggest you pay Cape 
Vickers Yachts a visit. 

I'll wager you won't be disappointed with 
their workmanship. 
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