
A
gale-force north westerly soon after the 
start of the Castle Agulhas Race, at noon 

on Boxing Day, sped the fleet of 14 entries 
towards Cape St Blaize, Mossel Bay, in record 
times. Voortrekker II finally chopped 16 hours 
49 minutes off the record of 74 hours set by 
Wesbank in the 1980 race. 

Even the second boat across the finish line in 
Simon's Town, Diel (Bernhard Diebold) finished 
the 460-mile course in an elapsed time of 73 
hours 41 minutes, to beat the old record. 

These times were set in spite of a light wind 
return passage from Mossel Bay to Simon's 
Town. 

The real hair-raising speeds were recorded 
on the first leg where Voortrekker Ifs skipper 
John Martin told of surges of 20 knots sustained 
for ten to 15 minutes. Voortrekker II arrived at 
the turn mark in Mossel Bay in 21 hours and 38 
minutes and were it not for the lighthouse keeper 
at St Blaize (who spotted the frontrunner's un· 
expected arrival) the big DSA boat would have 
caught the Bridge unawares. 'Trekker's average 
speed to Mossel Bay was 10,95 knots. 

Significantly in spite of the Navy crew's sleigh· 
ride to Mossel Bay, they were placed only sixth 
on handicap for the first leg because the subse· 
quent arrivals at the turn mark were hard on the 
leader's heels. 

The followinl! is the rounding order of the 
first six boats with their elapsed times. 
Voortrekker II 21h 38m ISs 
Diel 23h 18m 56s 
Wesbank 23h 20m 50s 
Three Spears 24h 58m 05s 
Warrfair 28h 56m 26s 
Touch Wood 29h 32m 29s 

In spite of the elapsed-time difference, Three
Spears managed to snatch top position on handi· 
cap from the opposition. 

It was the smallest boat in the fleet, Bright· 

water Fox the half-tonner, which stole the show. 
This small Impact, skippered by Jan Reuvers, 

was second on handicap at the Mossel Bay turn 
mark after a 30 hour IQ-minute passage for the 
first half of the course. This was a creditable 
showing, taking into consideration the fact that 
the Impact hull with its pinched stern is not the 
best boat to sail downwind in big seas and heavy 
squalls. 

John Goodwin, who sailed as navigator on 
Bright water Fox (Reuvers crewed for Goodwin 
on Spirit of CIW in the past Uruguay Race) 
modestly tells of the regular broaches the little 

With John Martin at the wheel Voortrekker II eases off onto a reach for Cape Point soon after 
the start of the Castle Agulhas Race. 
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The crew of Brightwater Fox, overall winner 
of the Castle Agulhas Race. From left: Rob 
Otten, Pete Lourie, Ian Thompson, Doug 
Harrowsm ith (owner), Jan R euvers (skipper) 
and John Goodwin. 
sloop enacted as the crew pushed her to her 
limit - and then some. 

"We would sail along under spinnaker in the 
lulls till it became too much and the boat would 
broach. Then we would change down to goose· 
winged headsails and we'd sail along under that 
rig till we gauged it prudent to go up to the 
spinnaker again. And so we rushed on, trying to 
keep our sail changes in phase with the wind's 
antics and hold the broaching down to a mini· 
mum,'' Goodwin said. 

At no time was Bright water Fox bare-headed 
as the crew speedily carried out sail changes, 
This dogged determination paid off for even· 
tually the little sloop rounded only 8½ hours 
behind 'Trekker. which is precisely twice the 
size of an Impact. 

The other five Class II boats which rounded 
with Brightwater Fox were: 
Cloud Nine 30h 05m 55s 
Brightwater Fox 30h I0m 54s 
Humber 30h 50m 20s 
Triffid 35h 09m 00s 
Boots 37h 25m 43s 
Double Helix 52h 59m 03s 

The Impact, conceived by Doug Peterson 
primarily for round-the-cans racing, is a design 
heavily biased for the long upwind legs of an 
Olympic course. It was therefore no surprise 
that Brightwater Fox really came into her own 
when the wind turned light and became. for the 
most part, a beat for the second leg. 

There were two additional factors which 
ultimately played a part in Brightwater Fox's
overall win. These were Jan Reuvers' sail trim
ming expertise (he's a sailmaker by profession) 
and his ability to keep the boat moving. Second· 
ly there was a little uncertainty about whether 
to go out to sea or hug the coast on the second 
leg. As navigator, John Goodwin with his 
familiarity of the east coast talked the crew into 
going inshore, particularly as he says the wind 
pattern was flukey and uncertain and under 
those conditions if all failed they could rely on 
the dependable land and sea breezes. The results 
proved them right. 

The reshuffle of positions after the first leg is 
a telling gauge of the navigator's decision·makmg 
after the turn mark as well as the crew's ability 
in lightwind sailing. 

For instance, on handicap position for the 
two legs Warr/air, skippered by Ken and Molly 
Warr, jumped from an eighth to second which 
secured for them the Lighthouse Trophy for a 
third overall. 

At the other end of the spectrum was Three
Spears which won the Cape St Blaize Trophy 
(for best handicap time from the start to Mossel 
Bay) but dropped to sixth on handicap for the 
homeward-bound trip. 

Like Three Spears, another boat to fall upon 
bad luck on the return passage was Humber, an 
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Voortrekker II was second overall on handicap besides setting a new record for the Agulhas 
course. From left are: John Fry, Steve Frey, John Martin (skipper), Duncan McKechnie and 
Graham Haygarth. 

The Cape St. Blaize Trophy was won by Three Spears skippered by RCYC Vice-Commodore 
Teddy Kuttel. From left to right are: Manuel Mendez, Ralph Thomas, Ted Kuttel, Bruce Kenney, 
John Largier and Peter Bazlinton. 

Third overall was Warrfair which made exceptiona l time on the return leg of the race. Collecting 
the Lighthouse Trophy are from left: Majiec Waligora, Lin Beckley and co-skippers Ken and 
Molly Warr. 
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Astove 30 skippered by Geoff Stephens, which 
fell five places on handicap from fifth to tenth. 

Conversely. the Miura Triffid put up a splendid 
homeward performance to jump six places from 
tenth to fourth. 

Return times were generally much slower, 
with 'Trekker taking 35 hours 38 minutes to sail 
back as against 21 hours 38 minutes for the 
longer first leg (from Table Bay to Mossel Bay 
as against Mossel Bay to Simon's Town). 

Of course. Brightwater Fox was first on han· 
dicap for the second leg, having taken 49 hours 
to return as against her 30 hours for the outward 
passage. 

Below is the order of finishing for Classes I 
and II, with elapsed times. 
Class I
Voortrekker II 
Diel 

57h 16m 19s 
73h 41 m 05s 
74h 07m 49s 
75h 21m 54s 
78h 45m 29s 
87h 20m 56s 
90h 52m 48s 

Warr/air 
Three Spears 
Wesbank 
Touch Wood 
Calypso 

Class II 
Brightwa1er Fox 79h I Im 28s 
Cloud Nine 86h 08m 36s 
Triffid 89h 55m 14s 
Humber 96h 44m 16s 
Double Helix 132h 13m 49s 

The last boat to arrive back was Double Helix 
which crossed the finish line 13 minutes into the 
New Year on the first of January 1983. The 
bridge crew's comments are not for publication. 

The two Chargers entered in the race had 
problems. Boots under Jerry Whitehead (who 
has twice skippered his previous boat Boot· 
licker to first place in the Agulhas Race) was 
forced to carry out emergency repairs to her 
rudder in Mossel Bay after striking an unidenti· 
fied submerged object. Charger. skippered by 
Nigel Clack, returned to Simon's Town after 
being forced to retire early in the race. 

The prize winners are as follows: 

1982 CASTLE AGULHAS RACE 
PRIZE WINNERS 

CLASS II 
Division 2 Brigh1wa1er Fox
Division I Cloud Nine

J. Reuvers
R. Bates

CLASS I 
Division 2 
Division I 

Warr/air 
Voortrekker II 

K. Warr 
J. Martin

KOMPASSHAUS TROPHY (Class II yacht 
more than 5 years old - best handicap time) 

Cloud Nine R. Bates

DIRK TROPHY (First One-Tonner to cross 
the fini h line) 

Touch Wood G. Hegie
MIURA AGULHAS TROPHY (First Miura to 

cross the finish line) 
Triffid R.M. Petersen

AGULHAS HOMEWARDBOUND TROPHY 
(Best handicap time from Mossel Bay to the 
finish line) 

Brigh1wa1er Fox J. Reuvers 
CAPE ST BLAIZE TROPHY (Best handicap 

time from the Start to Mossel Bay) 
Three Spears E.W. Kuttel 

JOHN FORD TROPHY (Line Honours) 
Voonrekker II J. Martin

JIMMY GIE TROPHY (Winner on handicap 
- Class II)

Brightwater Fox J. Reuvers 
HALLS TROPHY (Winner on handicap 

Class I) 
Voonrekker II J. Martin

LIGHTHOUSE TROPHY (Third on handicap 
time overall) 

Warr/air K. Warr
KOPPENHAGEN TROPHY (Second on han· 

dicap time overall) 
Voorirekker II J. Martin

CRUISING ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH 
AFRICA TROPHY (Winner on handicap) 

Brightwater Fox J. Reuvers 
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