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T
he Briti�h match-racing champion and
America cup helmsman-designate, Harold 

Cudmore, in faultless style developed imme
diate rapport with strange crew, came to 
terms with a tempramental new craft and 
summed up local sailing conditions to con
vincingly skipper the Durban-based two ton
ncr Sensarion to overall victory in the 1980 
Agulhas Race. 

Initially it appeared that Neil Bailey's 
Sensation would not make the tart of the 
Agulhas on December 26 a she was still un
dergoing hu U beefing up after her forced re
tirement from the Rothmans Week regatta. 
A last-minute concerted effort by crw 
technicians and others ensured, however, 
that the winches and blocks which had pulled 
from her deck were resccured. More impor
tant her keel fa tening and garboard were 
refashioned by designer Angelo Lavranos after 
it was discovered that the keel was being 
forced away from the keelson. 

Sensarion made the start, but was again 
beset with problem . This time it was her 
fore tay. As the crew battled to carry out re
pairs the remaining 23 competitors worked 
their way towards Cape Point leaving the 
sloop in the vicinity of Clifton Beach. 

The new two-tonner, owned by South 
African ocean racing stalwart Neil Bailey, 
floundered withou I a fore '1 and progres
sively disappeared in to the haze way back on 
the receding horizon. To the boats out in 
front, Wesbank, Voortrekker, Nutcracker, 
Stor111kaap, Figaro and Bootlicker, it appear
ed as if Sensation would be forced to retire 
once more; she was all but forgotten by the 
fleet, engrossed in their intricate ballet of 
rock hopping and kelp cleaving rn U1e I 5 
knots of south-westerly wind . 

After an irretrievable 15 to 20 minutes 
of bareheaded flopping, Sensation recovered. 
In a stout show of tenacity and a little Irish 
persuasion from Cudmore, she began to 
whittle her way tluough llie fleet from be
hind. 

With an ultra-light genoa of mylar setting 
in the fickle 5 knots of wind then puffing, 
Sensation knifed through the fleet and was 
soon in her rightful position with the leaders 
early the following morning, Saturday Decem
ber 27, at 02h30 after J 4 ½ hours of racing. 

Sailing in company with Sensation was 
Boorlicker skippered by intrepid Jerry White
head, winner of the past two AguUias Races. 
Boorlicker was in fact the first boat round 
Cape Point with a ten-minute lead on Sen a
non, Voortrekker and Nutcracker, all of 
whom passed the light simultaneously. Ten 
minute behind these frontrunners came 
Wesbank, a solid 22 minutes behind Bootlic
ker. 

The slow progcs. to Cape Point was indi
cative of the light conditions which preva.iJcd 
throughout the five days of the race. Thi 

atypical weather tested the finer elements of 
sail, trim, helmsmanship, close inshore tactics 
and the sailors feel for the wind, all of which 
proved significant in the final placing .. 

The situation provided intense racing 
and a test of concentration and nerves. A bad 
tack or poor helming could quickly lose hard
earned ground which would take hours to re
cover once thrown away. 

For those who had experienced previous 
kidney-pounding Agulllas weather this year's 
respite was welcome. Even the British vi i
tors who had been inundated with warnings 
about our Cape of Storms, seemed pleased 
that they choose the off year. 

Jn particular the international yachting 
journalist and sailor Bob Fisher. who crewed 
aboard Nutcracker, a.id before the race that 
he wa hoping for light weather which would 
enable him to lay claim to having participated 
in years to come - when llic wind did blow 
and the Cape of Storms lived up to her re
putation. 

For Wesbank the lack of wind and its 
contrary direction proved a little frustrating 
for the Glanville family in their 22,4 metre 

onstantia-built maxi sloop, who were out to 
better the 11 year old race record of 74 hours 
and three minutes (460 nautical miles esta
blished by Bobby Bongers sailing Voorrrekker 
in the 1969 race. 

Lack of wind and its direction which had 
Wesbank on the beat for a great part of the 
way were not the ideal conditions for esta
blishing a record run. 

In a nail-biting climax to the effort, Wes
bank crept to tl1c fmish in False Bay well 
ahead of the next competitor Sensation which 
rossed the line four hours and 5 minutes 

later but within minutes of being foiled of 
her aim. In a flurry of ail changes they at
tempted to keep the boat moving towards the 
lusive finish mark. With tlirec minutes and 
nc second to spare they finally achieved 

their objective in sc tting up a new Agu I has 
Race record. 

It is interesting to note that Wesbank, 
vith a rating almost twice that of Sensation, 
would have had to complete the 460 miles in 
half the time to prove competitive on handi
ap. 

P · ou holder of the best time for U1e 

sensation, with Harold Cudmore at the con• 
trols, Is seen sailing Just beyond the surf 
1 ne during the initial stages of the Agul 
has Race which the Durban sloop owned by 
N 11 Bailey went on to win beating Nurcrac-
ker, Boort,cker (last y ar's winner of th 
460 mil race), Voortrekker, Stormkaap 
and Figaro amongst others ....... . 

course Voortrekker turned out with Bertie 
Reed at the hcln: and Major-Gen. Lemmer 
and Commodore Roy K.ingon in the crew. 
The boat and her crew gave a good account of 
themselves and were for the most part well 
within sight of Sensation and Nutcracker. 
Stonnkaap was also in on this private battle 
a the four crossed tacks. 

First past the light house at Agulllas was 
Stormkaap which has made a tremendous im
pact under her new owner Lee McGregor. 
She rounded at 13h55, a mere three minutes 
ahead of Sensation who, in turn, was closely 
followed by Voortrekker 16 minutes later. 
In hot pursuit of these three came Nt1tcrac
ker trailing by 25 minutes. 

Farther back in the fleet the competition 
was equally intense with the two 3/4 tanners 
Kitara and Perl Zip having a cut-throat battle 
which did not lack intensity in pite of having 
tp keep concentrating for four to five days. 

At Cape Agulhas Perl Zip. skippered by 
Henry lrla, had managed to take it out of Ki
tara and was leading by 48 minutes. On 
rounding the mark at Mossel Bay the order 
had not changed, but by then only eight mi
nutes separated the two Peterson 33's. 

On the return passage K itara, after a 
close-tacking duel which had crews out on the 
weather rail, passed Perl Zip in the fading light 
of dusk off Ystervarkpunt. 

In a concerted ef
f

ort Perl Zip had rein
stated her lead of 40 minutes by the time the 
two boats rounded Agulllas for the second 
time as the boats made their way home. 

In Uie flukey wind experienced in Fal e 
Bay on Tuesday midday, Kitara increased her 
lead to one hour after a series of lucky breaks 
in the unpredictable conditions. 

In a series of changing fortunes the race 
continued, with most competitors finding 
themselves in similar flip-flop predicaments. 

The log kept aboard Sensation captures 
the intense drama of the race: 

"Sunday, 28, 06h44 - just rounded 
Mossel Bay mark eight minutes ahead of Nut
cracker. Wesbank, Stor111kaap and Voor
trekker ahead." 

Approximately six hours later the log 
read : "Ysterva.rkpunt 750 metres off our 
beam. Wind now 20 knots SSW. Voortrekker 
eight minutes ahead, we five minutes ahead 
of Nutcracker." 

On rounding Agulhas Sensation had 
managed to edge ahead of her opposition: 
Wind four knots SSE. Voorrrekker and Nut-

'Rock-hopping' 
A ulhas Race 

Report 

NEIL RUSCH 

cracker slightly astern and one to two miles 
to weather." 

Twenty miles from Uie finish line, just 
on entering False Bay, Sensation's log reads: 
"No sign of our oppo ition. We appear to 
have more wind 1 I knots SF. Left Voor
rrekker and Nutcracker behind. 

Among the Miuras Woodstock, skippered 
by Alan Biesheuvel, put up an outstanding 
performance considering the conditions which 
were certainly not Miura ,veather. When 
rounding at Mossel Bay she was Uucc hours 
41 minutes ahead of the neare t Miura rival, 
Craynip sailed by the visiting West German 
crew under Joern Distler. 

Third Miura to turn for home was Aragon, 
also manned by our Gernian visitors under 
the command of Lutz Bcistcr. r-ourth was 
flldulgence, Anitra having retired earlier with 
a leak from the keel area. 

Woodstock increased her lead, to finish 
first ahead of U1c Miura contingent. She had 
an advantage of just over l 2 hours on her 
nearest rival, Craynip, "ho came in second. 

Of the two one-tanners competing, Dirk, 
sailed by Bill Slight, made the fastest elapsed 
time and thereby ousted Jerry Whitehead, 
sailing Boot/icker, from his usual dominance 
in the race. 

If anything, Harold Cudmore's participa
tion in the Agulha Race was a lesson in 
interpretation of both boat, crew and wea
ther. 

GERMAN OFFSHORE MEN: 
Our welcome contingent from the Federal 
Republic gather on Royal Cape's quayside. 
From left to right: Ulrich Wandke, Jurgen 
Schuhrke, Bernd Grothe, Lutz Beister (all 
of Berlin); Volker Reitz. Jorn Deistler, Udo 
Burmeister, Klaus Westphal (all of Ham
burg and vicinity). Absent from the group 
due to the necessity to catch early flights 
were Klaus Schlichting of Berlin and Man
fred Boettcher of Hamburg. 

When asked to reveal his tactics, Cudmore 
sounded like he was keeping a few trick up 
his sleeve when he replied that he had worked 
the waves and used the land breeze. 

"To push our slight advantage I decided 
to sail close inshore when the wind dropped, 
and we used the land breeze and the prevail
ing direction of the waves to carry us way 
past Nutcracker, which stayed out to sea hop
ing for the wind to rise. 

On paper in black-and-white it almost 
smacks of a cliehe, for that is what everyone 
did. But Cudmore did it better ..... 

The story went around that, when off 
Long Beach, Cudmore worked Sensation well 
inshore among the surfers. He asked the near
est man frolicking in the water if he could 
reach the bottom by standing. "No", the 
surprizcd surfer replied. Cudmore's response to 
the stunned crew was: 'Okay we sail in 
farther.' 

But for anyone who was sailing and saw 
Sensation at sea, she always eemed to ad
vance while other boats stood still. Her finish 
two hours and 44 minutes aJiead of Rothmans 
winner Nutcracker and well ahead of longer 
Voortrekker and Stormkaap, bears witness 
to unrelenting concentration and determina
tion. ·nie final entry in Sensation's log sums it 
up; " o sign of the oppositon. o boats in 
sight" 

TROPHY 

Dirk Fastest clap ed Dirk - Bill Slight 
time one-tonner: 
Miura Agulhas - Fastest Woodstock - Alan 
elap ed time, Miura: - Bie hcuvel 

Kompasshaus - Best 
h'cap time, Clas 2 yacht Kumaree 2 - Mel 
over 5 years old:- Stephens 

Castle Tankard Best 
h'cap time, Div. 5:-

Jimmie Gee - Best 
h'cap time, Class 11:
Castle Tankard Best 
h'cap time, Div. 4:-

Briglztwater Fox 
J. Schubert

Kitara - Paddy 
Burke 
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NAUTIMPEX ARE PROUD TO PRESENT 

CHRIS-CRAFT AND SEARAY 45 COMMANDER. 

THE BEST IN LUXURY, SPEED AND STYLE THAT EVER 

SAILED THE SEA OR CREAMED THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

ALSO IN THIS RANGE FROM 17 TO 50 FOOTERS 
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Incorporated General Insurances 
Limited. 

Head Office: 
1 62 Anderson Street, 
Johannesburg 2001 
Tel: 37-1175. 

·-

Branches: 
Bellville: 94-3526 
Beooni: 54-5405/617 
Bloemfontein: 7-0027/8 
Botswana: 51521 
Cape Town; 21-2460/8 
Durban: 31-4151/8 
East London: 2-4902/3 
Geo<ge: 4917 
Kimberley: 31647/8 

Also at 
loodon: 101) 626-9212 and Salisbury: 70-4174 

Klerksdo,p: 2-4282, 2-7644 
Kroonstad: 6595/5224 
K rugersdo,p: 660-7 568;'9 
Nelspruit: 5254/5 
Pietermaritzburg: 4-1928,9 
Pietersburg: 7-1854 
Port Elizabeth: 2-7575/8 
Pretoria: 33633, 28111 
Austenburg: 26834 
Vereeniging: 21-1367 
Witbank: 2547 
Windhoek: 37453 
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CASA NOTES 
◄ formalised training, it has felt that worthwhile

and reliable results can be achieved only if the
60 same yllabus and standard is set for each grade 

taught. 
It has been with this in mind that the CASA 

Sail Training Scheme has been compiled and is 
now being launched. It is based on the standard 
set of syllabi for both shore-based and prac1ical 
courses. A curriculum has been written for each 
syllabus as guide to both instructor and pupil 
and to ensure that all subjects are taught to the 
required depth. 

The Courses 

"The courses comprise shore-based courses 
for Yacht Hand/Day Skipper. Coastal Skipper/ 
Yachtmaster Offshore and Yachtmaster Ocean. 
and practical courses for Yacht Hand. Day 
Skipper and Coastal Skipper/Yacht master Off
shore. 

·'With the exception of the highest grade, it is
not a mandatory requirement that a candidate 
for a grade of course or examination should 
already hold the next lower qualification. In 
view of the progressive nature of gradings it is. 
however, important that candidates for any of 
the courses should already have reached ihe 
standard of the next lower qualification. 

"While it may be the aim of every cruising 

Agulhas Race 

Results 
◄ Castle Tankard - Best

h'cap time, Div. 3:-
31 

Liihrhouse - 3rd on 
h'cap time
Cascle tankard - Best
h 'cap time, Div. I: -

Koppenhagen - 2nd on
h 'cap time: -

11• A C "' 

Bootlicker - Jerry 
Whitehead 

Sror111kaap - Lee 
McGregor 

Nu/cracker - Die
ter Mielke 

19• 

yachtsman to become a Yachtmaster. it would 
be a mistake to embark directly on a Yacht
master's course without a sound knowledge of 
the seamanship and navigation required for the 
award of the lower grades of certificates. 

The standards 

"To maintain a set standard, only those 
schools which have gained recognition as ap
proved CASA teaching establishments wi_Il be
permitted to use the CASA syllabi and issue 
CASA course-completion certificates. In addi
tion to private sailing schools and academies, 
yacht clubs may also apply to CASA for recog
nition where they intend running the laid-down 
courses. 

"In each case it will be up to the establish
ments concerned to satisfy CASA of their com
petence and ability to teach the courses which 
they may wish to conduct. 

"Full details of the CASA Sail Training 
Scheme. including syllabi of the various courses 
offered and adequate space for the yachtsman 
to record his ailing experience, are set out in 
the CASA Yachtsman's Log Book, price RJ.10 
including GST and postage, copies of which 
may be obtained from the Secretary, CASA. 
P.O. Box 5036, Cape Town, 8000. telephone 
021-411056.

ADMIRAL BIERMANN'S OPINION 

Admiral Biermann, our president, was also 
present, and it's worth quoting his foreword to 

John Ford - fastest 
elapsed time:-

Castle Tankard - Best 
h'cap time Div. 2 
Cape Sr. Blaize - Best 
h'cap time to Mossel 
Bay 
Agulhas Ho111eward 
Bound - Best H'cap 
time Mossel bay to 
f-inish
Halls - Best H'cap
time Class I C.A.S.A.
-Best H'cap time in
fleet:-

Wesbank - Ric
hard Glanville 

Sensation - Neil 
Bailey/Harold 
Cudmore 

the CASA Yachtsman's Log Book, which was 
also printed on the leaflet handed round at this 
briefing. The Admiral wrote: "It has been said 
that there is no such thing as an instant sailor 
and I would fully endorse that view. The safety 
of those putting to sea in their yachts is depen
dent not only on the seaworthiness of the yacht 
but on the ability of the skipper and his crew 
who must be competent to deal with any type of 
weather or situation which they may encounter. 

"Furthermore, it is clearly the moral respons
ibility of the owner and skipper to ensure that 
crew and passengers are not exposed to avoid
able danger and that unnecessary demands are 
not made on the rescue services. 

MR REINECKE ON REGULATION 

After Gordon had finished, Mr Bob Reinecke 
congratulated the Cruising Association on hav
ing the initiative to take the lead in the matter of 
safety at sea before forcing the State to do so. 
He emphasised that he was no longer on the 
commission but he would give us all the help he 
could. In a reply to a questioner, he said the less 
we got the State to legislate the better. We do 
not want them to impose control by legislation. 
He himself was a firm believer in people exer
cising self-discipline and self-control. 

He felt that all sporting activities on the water 
should have centralised self-control, and he 
urged that we should make the Cruising Asso- ► 
ciation as powerful as possible and get people to 
give it their support. 64 

Skippers of the following non-prize-winning 
yachts received medallions. 

Con Brio 
Figaro 

Merlins Magic 
My Way 

Tridenr Spirit 

Voortrekker 

Anitra 

Aragon 
Craynip 
Indulgence 
Perl Zip 
Sera/on 2 
Sourhern Isles 
Tumbleweed 

- Gerhard van Wyk
- Shabu Keegan
- Koos Wilson
- Dieter Koenen
- Bill O'Reilly
- Bertie Reed
- Peter de Villiers
- Mike Barnett/Beister
- Capt. de Souza/Deister 
- Charles Volkwyn 
- Henry Irla 
- H. Marshing 
- Andre Rudman
- Gerald Baker

M�OlflOUTMAINCA 

The hydrographic office of the South African Navy, 
with their usual resourcefullness producedthis layman's 
chart so daily position reports relayed via Stan Jeffrey's 
guardship Corsair could be plotted to give an accurate 
track record of the Agulhas fleets's progress. 

AGULHAS RACE 
ILOCA TION DIAGRAM) 

TABLE BAY - MOSSELBAAI - SIMONSTOWN 
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