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slowly. From then pos1t1on changed often 
a boats slid through the un et into night. 
Jakara11da lost a pinnaker a she creamed 
along the coa t homeward off andy Bay. 

Fini hing order at the line wa Ja/..ara11da 
(22 : 09:30); Breez<111d (22 : 56: 39); Colden 
Ci1y (23 : 19 :44); Oufl)llrst (23 :25:38): Voor-
1re/../..er (00 : 16 : 04): A pp/e111is1 (00 : 19 : 13 ; 
Spri111er (01 : 13: 54) and She Sha (Ken Warr) 
at 01 :25 :25 . Eleven boat retired from the 
race or were time-expired . 

On corrected time the ol'Jer wa : Bree
~a11d . Golde11 Fleece, 0/1/lmrsl. Ja/..ara11da , 
She Sha. A pplemist, Spri111er and Voorlrek
/..er. Thi gave Bree~a11d the equivalent of 
two fir l place to be level on points with 
Colde11 Fleece which won both the round 
the buoy even! . The point tie for the 
Rothman's ailing Trophy wa broken in 
favour of Colde11 Fleece on the correct and 
popular grounds that she had actually won 
two races against Breeza11d's win of points 
equivalent to two race . 

lass 2 saw Mistral (Lex Raa ) beat 
Simon Kramer in Relax by 46 seconds to 

the fini h after St hour at sea. Thi po
sition held on corrected time, with Carita 
B, Freya , Freehoo/er, Sa11dpiper, Boy Blue, 
Ole, Jumbo Ro11di11e/la, Tosca and Mi.\S 
Chuf!alug following in that order. 

Colde11 Fleece was a worthy winner of the 
main trophy and added plenty of interest 
to the Agulha Race when he met the 

ape boa in ocean racing. 
Rothmans can be proud of what they 

have done for outh African yachting by 
their pen orship and by the way it was 
conducted throughout. 

ROTHMANS RESULTS 

Overall Class 
Golden Fleece-Gordon Neill (RNYC). 
Breezand-S. French !RCYCl. 
Jakaranda-B. Bongers (RCYC). 

Overall Class II 
Relax-Simon Kramer ffBYC). 
Mistral-Lex Raas (Tri ton Sailing Club). 
Freya-R. S. Tucker !Aeolians Yacht Club). 

S.A. NAVY 
SCOOPS 
AGULHAS 
A Y narrator seeking to relate the pro

grcs of the 1974 ape Agulhas Race 
will find material aplenty in the re

ports of skipper and crews to make an 
exciting talc of derring-do. The race, tart
ing from Table Bay thi year with the 
finish in Simonstown. found 11 tarter on 
the line ofT SAM A Ge11era/ 801ha. arly 
that morning thcre"d been a fresh outh
easter, but it fell away and ideal outh
wcst conditions prevailed for the start. 
frc hening oon after the boats, led by 
S0111h ern Maid and Golde11 Fleece, crossed 
the line. With Ja/..aranda, followed by Voor-
1re/../..l'r in the lead, the neet tacked ofT 
to sail down the Peninsula, only to fall 
into a calm in which some boats lay for 
up to six hours. Ultimately a light north
we tcr took them down to ape Point 
where Applemi.\I, then in the lead, wa 
overtaken by Ja/..ara11da and Voonrekker. 

After another short calm at Hangklip the 
leaders, Ja/..ara11da and Voonre/../..er, with 
Appl<'111i.\1 not far a tern , had really fast 
ailing on Friday afternoon, Jakara11da 

always above 11 knots and surfing at 14 
to 15 in a 30-35-knot south-west, but at 
1800 the wind fell light ofT Barracouta and 
Vuor1re/..ker stayed inshore, while Jaka
ra11da went out to ea. 

The gales. which lashed the Sou th Afri
can south coa t, hit these two leaders when 
they were nearing Cape St. Blaize in the 
ea rly hours of Saturday, and Voorlrekka 
passed Jakaranda while she was making 
sail change . Voor1re/..k er, under full main 
and spinnaker. had been doing some "hair
ra i ing"" ai ling hitting 15, 16 and 18 knots. 
never less than I 0, at which stage the clew 
parted on her spinnaker. 

Voor1re/../..er wa 12 minute ahead of 
Ja/..arw1da at the mark in Mo c l Bay, a 
hc"d hoi tcd a No. 2 gcnoa to replace the 

spinnaker. Both boats came out again to 
ea. Then it ''really got rough"", with a big 

swell and the wind whipping the tops off 
the waves and Voorirekker took a beating. 
logging 31 miles for 15 miles wcsting at 
one stage. She was potted 20 to 30 miles 
out of Mos cl Bay by Sou1hern Floe and 
So111h em Maid and, judging by their re
port and those of A pplemisl who came 
in near the tail end of the nect , condition 
were infinitely wor c when thee boats 
made ape St. Blaize. 

S.A. NAVY'S STORM-COCKS: Voortrekker's tired 
but jubilant, crew after they had fought thei; 
way to victory round our storm-beset southern 
coast, to get into Simonstown half a day ahead 
of the next boat. Behind their dedicated skipper 
CPO Bertie Reed, who is sitting in the centre, 
are, from the left. Les Fella, John Martin, 
Charles Needham and Alec Wrensch. Kneeling in 
front are Frank Loubser and Fanie Kruger. 

Cape Times Photo 
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So111hern Maid, who"d sai led on ly with a 
o. I jib at 10 knots and five under bare 

poles, had been pooped occa ionally in the 
proccs . She was over-canvas ed but cou ld 
not get th e ail down as the halyard had 
jammed. so he had a terrific trugglc to 
get into Mo cl Bay and around the mark , 
taking 1.5 hour from the point to the 
anchorage. 

So111hern Floe, well reefed down and 
with a mall jib, poke of mountains of 
water, two of which. coming at her in 
quick succession within 45 degree of one 
another. completely wamped her. She also 
had a hard struggle to get into the Ba . 

These smaller boats had had a grim time. 
The gale hit them at Agulhas about 1600 
on Friday and, once past Strui Bay, 
So111hem Maid felt that it was no longer 
a race but a question of whether they"d 
get to Mossel Bay in one piece in these 
. cas. A pp/emiJt, who"d taken the decision 
to go out to ea when other kept clo e 
inshore. arrived at Mos el Bay in impo -
ible condition lo find the wind concen-
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Bonny Naval Trio 
The S.A. Navy's mini sailing squadron make a crisp nautical 
tableau on False Bay with gallant Voortrekker, hero of the 
74 Agulhas Race, in the vanguard. Behind are Southern Maid, 
which started her career with the past Rio Race, and the new 
Centurion class sloop, Southern Floe, which was launched re
cently. See page 17. 

It is worth recalling that Voortrekker was a gift to the Navy 
by that reticent benefactor of good causes, Dr. Anton Rupert, who 
first underwrote the then Dailing ketch for the South African 
Ocean Racing Trust. Trekker's present rig was designed for her 
by the editor of S.A. Yachting and this journal also paid for 
her plans in the first place. The sloop has never looked better 
than she does now under Navy care and no South African yacht 
has done more for the cause of hard sailing in deep water. 
SANSA gets another sloop, by the way, next month. 

tratcd off Cape St. Bl aize and blowing huge 
clouds of du t ofT the land. Such was the 
force of the wind that they wondered how 
they would fare inside the Bay. 

It was st ill screaming through off the 
breakwater, but there was shelter ofT Santos 
Beach where A pplemi.11, to her urpri c. 
found the smaller boats a lready al anchor. 

Here it was that So111hem Maid and 
K umaree made their well-judged decision · 
to leave al 2000 on aturday night and. 
unknown lo them, this was to be a vital 
duel for a place after Voonrekker. Both 
stayed inshore. but from Danger Point. 
while Southern Maid decided to carry on 
inshore, Kunwree decided to cut across 
Walker Bay to lay ape Point from Danger 
Point- and thi was where she lo t out. 

With rain and the wind down to 20 knots 
south-west, the sea became very short and 
choppy and it wa a ea e of move, lam. 
top. slowing her down to three knots. 

while Sou1hem Maid, laying Onru , Mudge 
Point and Hangklip, kept moving well clo e 
inshore. 

Photo: David Baker 

K11111aree look a hammering in a south
wcst of 25 knots off Agulhas which she 
took hours to lear. as did So11//1ern Floe . 
By contrast hc"d run to Mo cl Bay to 
arrive with her cockpit as dry as when 
she'd left ape Town. 

Voonre/../..er rose to the cas, taking 
plenty of pray but never hipping water 
as he climbed up a steep one and fell 
down with a era h on the other ide. 

Ja/..ara11da and Golden Fleece had tarted 
on the beat back to Cape Town, the former 
12 minute astern at the mark and the 
lal!er I hour 27 minutes, but decided to 
return. anchor and await the advent of 
belier condition . Jakara11da then had a 
dead beat all the way back. with the only 
decent leg in light north-we t to Y tcrvark 
in a freshening south-we 1. She took a 40-
mile leg out to ea and her return leg 
took her just 10 the east of Agulhas where 
a 35 to 40 k1101 westerly gave her a bit 
of a struggle to get round the notoriou 
Cape. 

Voonrc/..l.. er had what wa described a 
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AGULHAS 74 
a " bad" sail ba k, w ith the tretch from 
Mos cl Bay to A gulba the wor t, particu
larl y off Y tervark, where the wind, never 
below 40, gu ted u p to 55. Below, the 
navigator wa hurled clean out of hi eat 
and aero the cabin, head-fir t. Into the 
barga in , off Hangklip the wind veer ed to 
the north, givi ng them a hard battl e to 

THE FINISHERS ••• 
Bert Reed (SANSA) 

TWO TOP NAMES in sailing-left Judge Louis van 
Winsen , Life President of RCYC and SAORT 
Trustee, adjudicates during Rothman's Week and, 
right, Hans Berker of Windhoek, who leads both 
SAYRA and CASA, chats to Peter Muzik. 

make Fa l e Bay. 
Golden Fleece emerged from the H out 

Bay ca lm to be four th boat at ape Point 
whence he laid cour e for Cape A gulbas, 
ru nning all the way u nder full main and 
pinnaker before a outh-we ter. Off A gul-

ha he was touching 15 knots. They'd 
changed down to no. 4 jib when the ga le 
hit them at ape V aca and they ran thu 
into M os el Bay. 

Once in the bay. they put even tuck 
in the mainsa il and hanged to a no. 6 j ib 
for the beat back into the ga le. D oing 6 
knot with the wind blowin g at 60 acros 
the deck, they put into Fi h Bay for ix 
h our but. a there wa no lee and the 
anchor would not hold and w ith a boat 
built with the Admiral" up a its primary 
objec ti ve, they de ided that ' ·pruden e was 
the pill " and returned to anchor in M os el 
B ay. 

CORRECTED TIME LINE PLACE 
hours min . sec . 

86 21 07 I I Voortrekker 
Southern Haid 
Golden Fleece 
Kumaree II 
Jakaranda 
Southern Floe 
Applemist 
Fiesta 

A. E. Rudman (SANSA) 
G. Neill (RNYC) 

86 
86 

33 
57 

14 5 2 
57 3 3 

M. Stephens (RCYC) 
W . Bongers (RCYC) 
M. J . C. Avery (SANSA) 
B. H. Robertson (RCYC) 
R. van der Weele (ABYC) 

90 19 57 6 
94 45 16 2 
96 34 42 7 
96 41 09 4 

IOI 08 46 8 

Gordon Neill earned the 
Natal colours high with 
his carefully-prepared 
Golden Fleece here 
sporting her splendid 
chute and tallboy first 
in Rothrnans. third in the 
Agulhas Race .. 

David Baker Photo 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

eill aid that G olden Fleece in 
thi evere te t howed her elf to be a 
wonderful ea-boat. She ra n a straight a 
an arrow and there wa no problem of 
broaching, even at the 15 kno peak . 

Mention must be made of A urora, di -
qualified with Falcon for having to eek 
repair at M ossel Bay. Kumaree saw her 
tacking downwind off Agulh a under spin
naker. broach a few times and then dis
appear from view as she took her ail 
down . 

Later it transpired that he"d ma hed 
her tiller and had had to steer with the 
aid o f a spanner. 

South-westerlies, we tcrli es and north 
wcsterli es- the c were completely out of 
context for thi time of the yea r, e pe iall y 
at the trength with which they came 
th ro ugh. H ard a it wa for the bi gger 
boa t , it wa infinitel y worse, indeed even 
frightenin g, on the run to M o cl Bay for 
the smaller ones. Bad a condition were, 
this was a race, to put it mildl y, chock full 
o f intere t, not the least of which lie in 
an exac t de cripti on of the conditi on en
countered at va rying time at the mark 
along the coas t, the arri va l and departure 
times at and from M ossel Bay and how 
the men coped with the conditi on they 
faced. Space, h wever. permit onl of a 
n te of the fi na l re ult . 

Bill Rabinowitz 

lst RIO 
ENTRY 
THE first man to state positively that he is an 

entry for the next Cape Town to Rio Race 
is Doug Kruger, of Pretoria, who owned and 
sailed far and wide the ketch Elegance and 
also had associations with Golden City. And 
this is the boat he will be sail ing, in partner
ship with Allan Richards, also of Pretoria and 
a nephew of the late A. W. Flitton who did 
two fine circumnavigations in the 33 m 
Cariad. (See opposite) 

Doug Kruger with Allan and Trevor Rich 
ards, will be leaving for Hong Kong at the 
end of January to sail the boat back along the 
Indian Ocean trade winds route in good t ime 
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for working up before the Rio Race. Keeping 
alive her links with Flitton, the name will be 
Calypso which graced the transom of the 
famous old Sharpie dinghy campaigned by 
the family, including Dick Richards, and later 
bought by Doug. 

Elegance's new owner, by the way, is Tony 
Byrne of Durban. 

The ocean -going Calypso was ordered 
personally by Doug Kruger during his visit in 
August to the Cheoy Lee shipyards in Hong 
Kong and will prove to be a splendid addition 
to the seafaring fleet in South Africa . How
ever, after the Rio Race, she will be away fo r 
a full three years because Allan Richards will 
then continue with a round -the -world cruise, 
with Doug Kruger flying out to join the ship 
for ocean passages whenever his business 
commitments allow him to get away. 

Designed by the late Bill Luders, of Ondine 
fame, this is a handsome, wholesome, sea 
going concept, in spite of her fin keel and 
skeg -rudder underwater profile. There is 
plenty of boat and lavish accommodation
but she should be a fast passage -maker with 
her full wardrobe of sails. 

With an overall length of 14,3 m. she has the 
comparatively -moderate displacement of 12,3 
metric tons and conservative beam and draft. 
It is the swollen midship section and abrupt 
change of shape into the ··run "', or the delivery 
of the water away from the boat, in so many 
I 0 R configurations that is responsible for thei r 
notorious tendencies to broach while driving 
hard under spinnaker. Without seeing the lines, 
this hull form however seems harmoniously 
proportioned for the sea. 

There is plenty of sail area in the well 
balanced ketch rig which should be efficient 
and convenient for cruising , but it is worth 
remembering that a ketch took line honours in 
the past Rio Race. Like so many Cheoy Lee 
products, hand-crafted quality shows every
where. But, apart from the well -thought 
out living quarters, the most impressive 
aspect is the fine finish and full equipment 
supplied . The cockpit picture shows the 

beautiful teak- laid decks and trim, w ith 
winches and steering pedestal to match. 

Apart from the commodious central space 
of saloon and spacious galley and navigating 
area, there are separate cabins fore and aft, 
a full -powered Perkins auxiliary engine, 
refinements like the elegant see-through for
ward hatch and, most important of all . fibre
glass construction to a genuine Lloyds 1 00 
A 1 specification . 

Altogether, first and last, a sail ing man's 
pleasure boat and a thoroughly logical con 
summation of Doug Kruger's ded icated career 
of ocean -going from a base deep inland. :: 
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