
The setting for the 
1976 World Laser Cham· 
pionships was Kiel in Nor· 
thern Germany. The site 
of the 1972 Olympic sail· 
ing Championships. Al· 
most fdeal sailing con· 
ditions prevailed through· 
out the duration of the 
champs. South Africa wa? 
represented by double 
National champion from 
Durban, Nick Korving. 
Nick was_ the only entry 
from the Republic due to 
the fact that there were 
less than 200 Lasers in 
S.A. the fact that 
America had 25 entries 
shows the popularity of 
the class in the States. 
(The ruling indicates that 
a country is eligible to one 
entry per 200 boats in 
that country.) 

Peter Commette of the 
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the first Laser Worlds was 
entered but was forced to 
withdraw after a back in· 
jury sidelined him only a 
few days before the event. 
Of the 82 original entries 
from 24 different c.oun· 
tries, 76 eventually saw 
the start of the opening 
practice race for the Quan· 
tas trophy held on Satur· 
day the 28 August. 

The course itself was 
situated some 15 kilo· 
metres from the yacht 
club moorings and then 
consisted of two triangles 
and a shuttle with a length 
of 15 kilometres. The 
Ouantas trophy went to 
Australian Peter Burford 
fairly comfortably. 

On to the first Cham· 
pionshp event on Sunday 
the 29th and looking 
through the entries we see 
names ·such as Chris 

Boome (USA) who fin
ished 3rd last year, Hugo 
Schmidt (USA) 4th in 75, 
Dutch star Emile Pels, 
David Gay of Ireland and 
the Kiwi ace, Barry Thom. 
The lead race then run in 
a nice gust for the Air 
Canada Trophy soon had 
John Bertrand ·and Carl 
Buchan both of the States, 

. in a commanding lead· and 
dictating the pattern of 
the event from the front. 
In the first misunderstand· 
ing of the event, Buchan 
missed the second triangle 
and started sailing the 
shuttle which left Bertrand 
in front. Not put out too 
much he fought back 
magnificently to regain 
the _lead and take the 
winning gun from Bert· 
rand only to go down to 
a disqualification by being 
1 kilo overweight, an over· 

Laser 

That's no way to hold a tiller. 
Who cares? The boat's really moving and we're having a ball! 

You see, lots of Lasers are being sailed by guys and_ girls like us. 
We put two aboard if it's windy and we'll take on any of you fatsos! If it's 
really.blowing we might even use dad for moveable ballast. He deseNes 
an occasional ride anyway because afterall he is a partner. 

Trouble is he doesn't get to steer - so we hear he's getting one 
of his own. 
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John Bertrans (U.S.A.) the new champion who made it look so simple. 

The start of Heat 2 with Englishman Gareth Owen nearest the camera. 

sight which was to cost 
him the Championships. 
Looking at the result sheet 
we see two very prominent 
stars, Buchan who was 
placed 5th in 1975 and 
Bertrand who was 37th 
in Bermuda last year. 
South Africa's Nicky 
Korving was placed 33rd 
in this event. 

The two races on Mon· 
day were raced for the 
Bruce Kirby Trophy and 
the Hans Fogh Trophy 
and were sailed in very 
similar conditions. Again 
Bertrand proved just that 
little bit better by taking 
the honours and a 2nd in 
the afternoon to fellow 
American, Mark Muller 
who in turn followed Ber· 
trans home in the morn• 
ing. Buchan claimed two 
third plac~s here while 
Norwegian Terje Thorval· 
dren stopped the Ameri
can rout by taking two 
fourth placings. Nick 
Korving placed 64th and 
29th here. 

Race No. 4 on Tuesday 
was cancelled after 10 
general recalls failed to get 
the fleet underway. After 
a spare day on Wednesday, 
light winds again prevailed 
for the fifth event for the 
Seabridge International 
Trophy. After one general 
recall the fleet was led 
out by American Jeff 
Madrigali. A tremendous 
amount of place changing 
going on between Madri· 
gali, Bertrancf, Buchan, 
Boome, Adams (USA) and 
Schmidt. Also in there and 
the only non American 
was Englishman Gareth 
Owen. So it went to 
Bertrand only just from 

§outh African Nick Korving, it wasn't his week. 

Buchan, Madrigali, Owen, 
Adams and Boone. Kor· 
ving was placed 27th after 
a very steady run. 

Fridays 6th race for 
the Alcan Trophy saw all 
the familiar faces up front 
with Buchan showing his 
mastery once again to 
lead home from Thom 
(NZ) and van Aanholt of 
Holland. Bertrand dropped 
to· a "lowly" 5th with 
Korving some way down 
in 47th. 

Thus without having to 
take part in the final event 
on Saturday, John Bert· 
rand was already the 1976 
World Champion, not bad 
after his 37th last year. 

Saturday dawned per
fect for sail"ing but the 
fleet again showed a reluc· 
tance to start and again 
after 10 recalls the event 
was called off with the 
championship having run 

only 5 events, all of which 
counted. 

RESULTS 

1. J.Bertrans (USA) 1.1.2. 
15 _____ 13.0 

2. B. Thom (NZ) 2.8.16. 
13.2 ____ 61.0 

3. E.Adams (USA) 4.10. 
23.5.6 ____ 74.7 

4. J.Madrigali (USA) 8.14. 
38.3.8 ____ 97.7 

5. E.Pels (Holl.) 14.1'9.7. 
19.10 ____ 99.0 

6. C.v.Aanholf (Holl.) 50. 
5.5.16.3 ___ 103. 7 

43.N.Korving (SA) 33.64. 
29.27.47 ___ 230.0 

If you wish for a corn· 
prehensive list of the full 
results, write to Yachts
man R.S.A. and we will 
be pleased to forward 
them to you in your self 
addressed envelope. Ed. 
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