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After RCYC’s win at last year’s Lipton Challenge Cup in False Bay, the 
regatta came back to Royal Cape Yacht Club and the waters of Table Bay 
this year, with the RCYC team on Co-ordination, skippered by Dave Rae 
and Greg Davis, defending the trophy.

Following last year’s event, Lipton Trustee David Hudson led a fairly 
extensive investigation into the possibility of moving the Lipton Challenge 
Cup for 2015 from the traditional dates at the end of August to the July 
holidays. Clubs around the country were consulted, in particular Point Yacht 
Club and Royal Natal Yacht Club due to the close proximity with MSC 
Week, and the general consensus was to give a Lipton in the July holidays 
a try.

Hence, a much chillier regatta was held from 12 – 17 July at RCYC. 
Again, disappointingly, no title sponsor was secured. The lack of a title 
sponsor over the last few years has generally come to mean that no 

experienced PR and Media liaison is employed and as a result, Lipton Cup 
has not thrived with the immense media exposure that the event so enjoyed 
last in 2010 and the preceding years at the hands of Jeanne van Rooyen. 
The event and the sport so badly needs such backing. A big title sponsor 
could mean fi nancial support for the boats travelling from the Northern 
Region and KZN and that would certainly boost entry numbers. 

This year, it was heartwarming to see the L26 Class Owners’ 
Association sponsor a signifi cant portion of the available class funds to 
provide some sponsorship to the fi rst four boats that applied to travel to 
the regatta. Also encouraging was that a few of the boats managed to 
secure good individual sponsorships, most notably HBYC’s Literally Tax 
Consultants (LTC), Theewater Sport Club’s Skybound Capital, Lake Deneys 
Yacht Club’s Cell C and Zeekoe Vlei Yacht Club’s Tiletoria. Royal Cape 
Yacht Club did manage to secure a host of minor sponsors for the event.
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The winning RCYC team.
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What a grand sight in Table Bay during the Lipton Challenge Cup. 
pic by Trevor Wilkins
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The L26 Nationals were run the weekend before Lipton, giving many of 
the fleet a chance to practice their racing in Table Bay with the competitive 
Lipton Fleet.

There were 16 entries for this year’s Lipton including three from the 
Vaal (LDYC, Wits and PNYC), and two from KZN (Zululand Yacht Club 
and RNYC). Conspicuous by their absence this year was Point Yacht Club. 
Knysna Yacht Club also travelled down for the action. It was wonderful 
to have two all-women team entries - Wits, with six ladies, skippered by 
Megan Eccleston, and Team Tiletoria from ZVYC, skippered by Heidi 
Burger.

There has been much comment over the last few years that Lipton Cup 
has become a junior regatta, and that many of South Africa’s top sailors 
are missing from what is often thought of as South Africa’s most prestigious 
regatta. This was certainly again the case this year, with at least 10 of the 
16 teams considered junior teams. The energy of these young teams was 
phenomenal and the level of their sailing impressive.

On the note of the L26 yacht being used for Lipton Cup: with no other 
potential boat even remotely on the horizon at the moment, the L26 is 
certainly going to be the boat for Lipton Cup in for the foreseeable future. 
This is especially true when one considers that a 26-30 foot sport boat to 
replace the L26 would come in at a minimum of R800, 000, possibly more 
– so that’s not even remotely an option at this stage.

The Racing
The first day of racing on Sunday 12 July got underway around 12h00 after 
Race Officer Doug Allison spent some time waiting for the wind to settle 
and setting the rectangular course, starting towards Milnerton. The wind 
was a fairly moderate SE, varying between 10 and 18 knots, with big swell 
in the bay.

HBYC’s LTC Phoenix led the race from the first beat, where they went 
right, and managed to hold their substantial lead all the way to take first 
place. The boats that went left on the first beat could not see the weather 
mark and most mistook the second mark, where there was a mark boat, 
for the weather mark. This cost them dearly. RCYC and the young RCYC 
Academy Team, sailing for POYC and skippered by Nic Faraday, did well to 
fight back to second and third places after their unfortunate start.

Day two’s racing ended without result – racing was delayed for two 
hours waiting for wind. Eventually the fleet was sent out and The Lipton 

Rob Sharp, director of David Abromowitz & Associates, South Africa’s Sales 
and Marketing Agents for Beneteau, and Chris Roberts, Principal and owner 
of Ocean Sailing Academy and Beneteau dealer, attended the annual Beneteau 
Sales conference in Nantes, France where over 400 dealers from all over 
the globe gathered to learn about Beneteau’s exciting 5-year plan, including 
expansion plans and new products lined up.

The Beneteau range of Sailing Yachts incorporates the Oceanis, First and 
Sense models, all ideally suited for South African waters and for exotic grounds 
wherever they may be. 

“We are now even better suited to specify yachts in the Beneteau range to 
satisfy all across-the-board requirements for the discerning boat buyer. From 21’ 
to 60’ across the three models in the Beneteau Range there is a boat and matching 
price to suit all pockets,” said Sharp.

During August three Beneteaus were delivered to the Cape Grace Marina 
where the First 40 is already in stock, along with an Oceanis 38 for a local owner 
and the Oceanis 34 and Antares 42 for Ocean Sailing Academy.

In October the three Beneteaus will be on show at the Cape Town Boat Show 
and highly knowledgeable David Abromowitz & Associates staff will be on hand 
to talk you through the specifications and discuss all the options and models 
available in the Beneteau range. 

If you are looking for a Cape to Rio race podium finish, look no further than 
the Beneteau First 40 currently lying in the Cape Grace Marina. In addition to a 
handy IRC rating she has a plush interior that ticks the right boxes for the fairer 
sex!

Information from David Abromowitz & Associates. Tel. 021-419 0722.  •

Beneteau 5-Year Expansion

The new Oceanis 38.
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Deed of Gift windward/leeward course was set in a light SW from Granger 
Bay along the Atlantic seaboard to Bantry Bay, with three rounds to be 
sailed to make up the required 12 nautical miles. Local wisdom paid and 
big gains were made playing in the breakers along the shore. The wind 
eventually died and RCYC, leading to the top mark at the time, were going 
backwards in the current. RNYC sent Ricky Robinson overboard to clear 
kelp from their keel – brave man - must have been a very cold experience! 
Racing was abandoned due to the lack of wind and the fleet headed home 
to warm up.

Day three was a long, hard, mentally-challenging day on the water. 
The Race Committee first set a three round triangle course off Milnerton 
beach. The race started in 15 knots SE but soon dropped off to less than 
10 knots and shifted to the East. After two rounds, the wind switched 180 
degrees and the race was abandoned. The Race Committee quickly moved 
to Granger Bay and again set the Sausage course along the Green Point 
promenade - five rounds in under 10 knots SW.

The old and very competent RCYC team of David Rae and Greg Davis 
put in a polished performance to win ahead of RNYC – and establish 
themselves firmly at the top of the leader board. Day one winners, HBYC, 
were unable to continue their winning streak from race one, and ended up 
6th, putting them second overall a single point ahead of RNYC. There was 
about 90 seconds between each of the top three finishers, with Cell C LDYC 
being third over the line.

There was heartbreak for the team from Milnerton Aquatic Club as 
there was a Race Committee protest against them. The outcome was that 
two points were to be added to the score of race two – one penalty point 
for the anchor not conforming to class rules and one penalty point for racing 
with lower guard rails that were not tensioned to class rule specifications.

Wednesday 15 July was day four of racing and this time the laurels went 
to the UCT team of Southern Charter UCT Maverick, winning the triangular 
course. RNYC were hot on their transom and the defending club, RCYC, 
were third.

Day five (the 4th day of racing) again belonged to the RCYC team who 
grabbed the windward-leeward race by the scruff of its neck and won 
convincingly to record their second win in four races, – giving them an 
unassailable overall lead.

The weather forecast for the next day, Friday, did not look favourable 

and the odds were high that there would be no racing. However, should 
racing occur, the RCYC team would have to have a catastrophic result to 
relinquish their firm grip on the Lipton Cup.

The day was not a good one for Nic Faraday’s Academy Team sailing 
for POYC, who were disqualified in a protest with RNYC with regards to 
mark room – a bitter pill to swallow in a regatta with zero discards. The last 
day of racing, Friday 17 July, dawned stormy and extremely windy, with 
gusts in the bay already 40 knots at 08h00 – a real Cape Town winter storm. 
The International Judges gave an interesting presentation on rules while the 
fleet waited for the call - and at 11h30 Race Officer Doug Allison made 
the expected call – no racing – meaning that Lipton Cup was again won by 
RCYC – Greg Davis’ 13th Lipton Cup Victory.

The big question is – with the young teams already performing so well 
and putting together campaigns over the next year – will he and Dave Rae 
be able to hold on to the trophy next year and in the years to come?

A polished prize giving was held on the Friday evening with the Cape of 
Storms laying on one of their best winter storms outside. 

At the wash-up meeting, it was unanimously agreed that Lipton 
Challenge Cup in 2016 should remain in the July holidays to accommodate 
the many competitors from school and university, and we expect the Lipton 
Trustees to release the dates soon.   •

Results
1 Co-Ordination RCYC Greg Davis/Dave Rae
2 Orion B2G2  RNYC Brennan Robinson
3 Kayo FBYC Daniel Lawrence
4 Cell C  LDYC Gregg Plunkett
5 Southern Charter UCT Maverick UCTYC Matthew Whitehead
6 LTC Phoenix HBYC Theo Yon
7 Donna Mia Always DYC WC Asanda Conjwa
8 B&G POYC Nic Faraday
9 Escape MAC Jason Gray/Ryan Barnardo
10 6 Sailing Ladies WYC Megan Eccleston
11 Team Tiletoria ZVYC Heidi Burger
12 Skybound Capital TSC Eben Vivier
13 Mac-A-Tini KYC Jason Cook
14 JML 1 ZLYC Jaques Kruger
15 JML 3 SBYC Lorenzo Yon
16 One More Time PNYC Dean Hall
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