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LIPTON CUP
Was it won, lost, or stolen?
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Depending on where you live in the country 
and which club you supported, there were 
people who believed one of the three 
questions in the headline!

Let me say from the outset that the cup 
was not ‘stolen’ as some people in KZN 
firmly believe, alleging that foul play and poor 
sportsmanship prevailed. False Bay Yacht Club 
(Intasure) led by Andrea Giovanni and Markus 
Progli, won the Lipton Cup fairly and squarely - 
of that there is absolutely no doubt.

I was astounded by the serious provincialism 
and complete ignorance of the racing rules of 
sailing that prevailed amongst followers during 
this year’s event, especially towards the end 
when there was evidence that the final few races 
would be crucial; and crucial they were as the 
Point Yacht Club (Choose Life Co-Ordination) 
and False Bay teams slugged it out for overall 
victory with just two points separating them 
going into the last race.

The bottom line was that either team could 
win, but to secure victory the False Bay guys 
needed a boat between them and the PYC boat. 
That’s quite simply how tight it was.

The Lipton Cup is not for sissies! To win, 
one has to have a killer instinct and not fold 
under pressure. Plus, leading teams need to 
know exactly what all the parameters are likely 
to be for victory, and adjust their tactics and sail 
accordingly. As a result FBYC locked onto the 
PYC transom as the AP came down six minutes 
prior to the start, and they closely stalked their 
prey until the start. Credit must be given to the 
PYC team, who used the Committee Boat well in 
this pre-start manoeuvring, and who ultimately 
got the better start, despite being parried at 
every opportunity in the pre-start by FBYC.

Having got the better start I believe that the 
PYC team should have attacked, but they simply 
sailed their rivals to the left hand corner layline. 
These two boats had a commanding lead at 
the weather mark, with FBYC ahead going into 
the run of the windward/leeward course. This 
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gave FBYC the upper hand and permitted them 
to dictate to PYC just how they were going to 
sail the race. As FBYC needed a boat between 
themselves and their rivals to win, and with such 
a commanding lead over the rest of the fleet, 
they immediately did everything in their power 
to slow proceedings and make contact with 
the fleet in an attempt to get that vital boat in 
between them. And there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with this in terms of the rules.

Sailing his best race in the event, Greg Davis 
(RCYC) rounded the weather mark in sixth and 
from there on kept taking places on every leg 
until at the weather mark for the third time he 
had passed the PYC boat and was in second, 
making himself the filling in the FBYC and PYC 
sandwich. To win, PYC needed to regain second 
spot, but that was not to be as FBYC went on to 
record their third win of the series, and with it 
overall victory.

For the FBYC and Intasure crew this was 

a bitter-sweet victory indeed. Bitter as PYC 
finished with a protest flag flying, and from 
there on the allegations of cheating, poor 
sportsmanship and even team racing by the 
Cape sailors started emanating from all quarters. 
Ultimately two protests were lodged after the 
race, and even later a request to re-open one 
of them was lodged. The on-water celebrations 
and presentation of the Cup on the marina all 
had to be put on hold as a result. 

Ultimately their victory was sweet as the 
protest committee dismissed all protests and the 
tough uphill battle the FBYC guys faced after a 
seventh in the second race, was forgotten and 
Giovannini and Progli recorded their second 
Lipton Cup victory in three years. With three 
first places, a second and a seventh, these guys 
were the fastest on the water with the exception 
of their seventh race.

Having led the regatta overall after just two 
races, and going into the final race with that all 

False Bay Yacht Club and the Point Yacht Club slugged it out for overall victory. pic by Trevor Wilkins
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important ‘yellow dot’ the PYC team were naturally devastated when they 
did not secure overall victory on home waters. In fi ve races they were in 
the top three, and won race two. They had the FBYC guys under pressure 
from day two as the FBYC seventh place in race two shifted the odds in 
favour of PYC. The young PYC team will learn from this and will come 
back stronger in the future. Of that there is no doubt.

As I said earlier, I was astounded by the provincialism which crept 
in to the event, particularly in the last race, from people who should 
have known better and from many, not even competitors, with a scant 
knowledge of the rules. As for those who alleged cheating and poor 
sportsmanship I believe that those people simply do not understand the 
fi ner points of yacht racing, nor the Racing Rules of Sailing.

Unfortunately the ‘clutter’ that these people created continued 
weeks after the event. They forced their viewpoint on a wide audience. 
People who followed the event on the fringes more from an interest 
perspective than as an active sailor or participant, were led to believe 
these ‘conspiracy theories’. 

Sir Thomas Lipton gave the Lipton Cup to this country ‘for the purpose 
of encouraging yachting in South Africa, and especially in the way of 
friendly contests in sailing and seamanship in deep sea yacht racing’. Sir 
Thomas epitomised the spirit and sportsmanship that has made the Lipton 
Challenge Cup, South Africa’s most prestigious sailing event.

Unfortunately there are people out there who tarnished that image.
This event was not just about two clubs slugging it out for victory. It 

was about 18 clubs competing to win the coveted Cup on Durban’s warm 
waters. 

Racing was under the control of masterful Race Offi cer Jimmy Melville 
who gave competitors fi ve perfect courses. His start lines were absolutely 
plumb, his courses true and the manner in which he managed his bridge 
team and the racing as a whole was exemplary. He certainly made a 
case for himself to be considered the best race offi cer in this country - an 
accolade one does not give easily. The competitors would undoubtedly 
agree wholeheartedly; there was nothing they could fault him on.

The fi rst day’s race was postponed as the light wind would simply 
not settle in direction nor strength. So the following day, race one on the 
equilateral triangle course, fi nally took place and was won by FBYC with 
RCYC second and PYC third. This was sailed in a light north-easter and 
the ‘pecking order’ quickly came to the fore. Unfortunately for the RCYC 
team they were penalised by an additional point for not signing the register 
before leaving the dock - a race requirement.

Race two on the square course saw a major upset. FBYC had a poor 
race, being slightly late for the start, and just appearing to be slow all 
through, fi nishing in seventh spot. Having won comfortably earlier their 
performance was worrisome as one does not simply go from being ‘top 
dog’ to ‘also ran’ overnight. It was suspected that a plastic bag may have 
slowed them down. This race was won by the PYC from RCYC.

Race three on the compulsory windward/leeward course saw the 
FBYC team bounce back into contention with an emphatic victory over 
PYC and RCYC. Overall leader after the three compulsory courses was 
PYC, who won the Jack Finlayson Memorial Trophy.

The starts were hotly contested on perfectly square lines set by Race Offi cer Jimmy 
Melville. pic by Trevor Wilkins
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There were a number of youth teams competing, with this Choose Life crew being 
headed by Siya Vata. pic by Trevor Wilkins
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The 10 knot south-easterly brought a long fl at swell giving competitors 
perfect racing conditions. Giovannini took the start for the FBYC team 
and had Richard Weddell tucked to leeward. But it was Sieraj Jacobs of 
Defence Boland who led the fl eet at the fi rst weather mark, only to let 
FBYC through on the run and into the lead. PYC had a great second beat 
to get into second spot, and adrift of FBYC by 40 seconds. The RCYC team 
were down to seventh at one point, but Greg Davis managed to claw his 
way up the leader board into third.

Race four was sailed in an eight knot north-easter again in perfect 
conditions. PYC had the advantage of the best pin end start and also 
benefited from a small wind shift. RCYC and FBYC went on a long 
starboard leg along the beach, but it was the Durban Radio Boat Club 
(Luke Wagner) who led the fl eet to the weather mark and whose nerves of 
steel saw him take the gun despite some serious challenges. In a desperate 
attempt to break into the lead the FBYC team engaged Wagner in a gybing 
duel at the leeward mark for the second time as they attempted to get the 
inside berth, but Wagner was too wide awake for them and kept them 
behind and at bay. Some distance back was PYC, with the RCYC having a 
nightmare day by fi nishing ninth.

With just one race left there were just two points separating PYC and 
FBYC - leaving the last race as a crucial ‘winner takes all’ duel between the 
two.

The rest is history, and shows yet again just how important consistency 
is in the Lipton Cup. Overall PYC was the most consistent boat on the 
water over fi ve races, yet despite their seventh in race two, the FBYC guys 
won three races out of fi ve to shadow PYC in a count-back as they tied on 
points after fi ve races. The three fi rsts from FBYC is what clinched them 
the coveted Lipton Cup.

From the warm Durban waters where one can sail in shorts and 
t-shirts in mid-winter, the Lipton Cup is heading back to the much colder
Western Cape where full thermals and good heavy weather gear is
required.

I believe that it would have been good for the event to have stayed in 
Durban for at least another year, and however tough the loss was for PYC, 
who had home waters advantage, that team will bounce back and bring 
the trophy to Durban again soon.

In closing, the Lipton Cup is not about which club hosts it as one very 
vociferous person told anyone and everyone who cared to listen. Hosting 
the event is quite simply a consequence of winning. To the sailors the 
Lipton Cup is fi rst and foremost about winning the most coveted trophy in 
South African sailing - and winning it fairly and sportingly!   �

Results
1 False Bay Yacht Club Intasure FBYC Challenger A Giovannini & Marcus Progli
2 Point Yacht Club PYC Choose Life Co-ordination Richard Weddel
3 Royal Cape Yacht Club RMS Harbour Lights Greg Davis
4 Royal Natal Yacht Club Orion B2G2 Patrick Harris
5 Durban Radio Boat Club DRBC Choose Life Element Luke Wagner
6 University of Cape Town YC Southern Charter UCT Maverick Neil Malan & Matthew Shaw
7 Defence Yacht Club Boland Trader 24 Sieraj Jacobs
8 Henley Midmar Yacht Club HMYC Hoplite Craig Millar & Paul Changuion
9 Island Sailing Club ISC Choose Life Lipton Siyanda Vato
10 Hout Bay Yacht Club JML III Theo Yon
11 Transvaal Yacht Club Bumbo Graham Baker
12 Denneysville Aquatic Club SLFC Trevor Donald
13 Defence Yacht Club WP Donna Mia Always Dewet Nel
14 Aeolians Windways Phillip Bennett
15 Lake Deneys Yacht Club Eikos Sail Africa C-J Milln
16 Victoria Lake Club VLC Watersports Institute Shellee Nel
17 Zululand Yacht Club Mcu@zyc Tyrone De Jager
18 Glenwood High School YC Container World Challenge Michael Dickinson

Trophy Winners
LIPTON CHALLENGE CUP False Bay Yacht Club 
Winner overall on points

BOATING ASSOCIATION OF TABLE BAY TROPHY (1893) ‘A’ False Bay Yacht Club
Winner over the Compulsory Rectangular Course (Course”R”)

BOATING ASSOCIATION OF TABLE BAY TROPHY (1893) ‘B’ False Bay Yacht Club
Winner over the Compulsory Triangular Course (Course “T”)

BOATING ASSOCIATION OF TABLE BAY TROPHY (1893) ‘C’ Point Yacht Club
Winner over the Compulsory Windward/Leeward Course (Course “S”)

L26 CLASS ASSOCIATION TROPHY Durban Radio Boat Club
Winner of the First Race over an Additional Course.

POKALL CUP False Bay Yacht Club
Winner of the Last Race over an Additional Course.

VAN DER STEL TROPHY Point Yacht Club
First Kwa-Zulu Natal boat overall on points

JACK FINLAYSON MEMORIAL TROPHY Point Yacht Club
Winner overall on points over the 3 Compulsory Courses

OWEN AISHER TROPHY Glenwood High School YC
Awarded at the discretion of the Lipton Trustees for the encouragement of youth sailing
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