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LIPTON CHALLENGE CUP
FBYC INTASURE WINS

ROLEX FASTNET RACE
RAMBLER 100 CAPSIZES
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When the Knysna Yacht Club 
won the event last year and chose 
Mossel Bay as the waters on which 
to defend the Cup, it was generally 
agreed that the 2011 event would 
level the playing fi elds and bring 
teams outside of the Western Cape 
into contention again. The reason 
for this is that those who know 
Table Bay well, thrive during the 
Lipton Cup, while those who don’t 
are at a disadvantage.

And level the playing fields it 
did. Who would ever have thought 
that the result would be decided on 
a tie-break? And who would ever 
have thought that there would be 
a tie for top spot after day two and 
three, and then just a single point 
separating the top three after four 
races? That’s how close it was - all 
the time!

Who will forget that PYC won 
the fi rst race, and that there was a 
different winner of each of the fi rst 
five races, with PYC winning the 
fi nal race too. And what a popular 
winner Ewald Sternagel and his TYC 
crew were in the fi fth race.

As usual, consistency was 
important, as the RNYC team found 
to their cost in the fi fth race.

Mossel Bay is a great sailing 
venue and the club proved good 
hosts, as were those members of 

the Knysna Yacht Club who rallied 
to organise the event ‘away from 
home’. The consensus was that the 
Race Offi cer could have moved the 
courses further out to sea where 
there may have been fewer major 
windshifts, although he had been 
requested to keep the courses in 
close where the town’s folk could 
share in the spectacle. If this event 
ever goes back to Mossel Bay it 
should be a pre-requisite that the 
courses are further out.

However, the result s were 
undoubtedly good for the sport; 
our youngsters need to taste victory 
and be inspired to reach greater 
heights, something winner Andrea 
Giovannini and co-skipper Markus 
Progli could well do in the future.

The Sailing
Looking at the fleet list at the 

start of the event, it was clear that 
this was going to be an exciting 
regatta. While Greg Davis and 
his defending team on Knysna 
Yacht Club’s Colorpress were the 
favourites, it was clear that there 
were a number of potential winners 
in the fl eet.

With the boats carrying tracker 
units and this information being 
relayed in real time to the tracker 
website, sailors all over the world 

The Point Yacht Club entry ahead of the defending champions. PYC went on to win two races.
INSET. The False Bay Yacht Club winners celebrating their win after one of the closest Lipton Cup challenges ever. pics by Trevor Wilkins

By Richard Crockett and Matthew Thomas

Lipton Challenge Cup

Won on a tie-break
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were able to log on and follow the racing as it 
unfolded. This was the fi rst time that tracking 
units had been used in South Africa for buoy 
racing. Numerous people were on the course 
with either phones and/or tablets and were 
posting comments and positions in real time 
online.

With the wind out of the east at around 
10 knots, Doug Alison, the Race Officer, set 
the compulsory triangle course. The fi rst race 
started on fl at water and immediately the two 
Durban boats, PYC Element, sailed by Luke 
Wagner, representing Point Yacht Club, and 
Orion B2G2, sailed by Ricky Robinson, of Royal 
Natal Yacht Club, were out in front, followed 
by Neil Malan sailing UCT Maverick for UCT 
Sailing Club and Gerry Hegie & James Largier, 
sailing Protea Hotels Mossel Bay for Theewaters 
Sports Club.  

These boats would trade tacks and gybes 
constantly as they raced for the finish line. 
First across was Wagner, followed closely by 
Robinson. In third place was the team of Gerry 
Hegie & James Largier, followed closely by 
defending champion, Davis, sailing Colorpress. 
After a bad start, and lying at the back of the 
fl eet on the fi rst beat Davis and his team sailed 
through the fl eet to fi nish in a well deserved 
fourth place.

There were very light, switching winds on 
the second day and the fl eet had to wait until 
15h00 before the race could get underway. It 
was the compulsory square course and there 
were many questions as to whether the fleet 
would finish the mandatory 12 miles before 
sundown. But Colorpress played every shift and 
puff and after a clean start led to the fi nish.

Back in the fleet, the boats constantly 

traded places as they tried to benefi t from the 
wind puffs while avoiding the numerous wind 
holes. As expected, the race fi nished in the dark 
in the lightest of conditions. Hegie and Largier, 
on Protea Hotel Mossel Bay, excelled in the light 
wind and fi nished second, ahead of False Bay 
Yacht Club’s Team Intasure Marine Insurance, 
sailed by Andrea Giovannini and Markus Progli.

Colorpress, with veteran sailor David Rae on 
the helm, had just shown the ‘youngsters’ that 
they were still a serious threat and everyone was 
now focussed on the third race, wondering if 
they could still beat Greg Davis’ team. 

To put this into perspective, Greg has won 
the Lipton Cup seven times out of the last 10, his 
crew has a total age of 221 years and between 
them have won the Lipton Cup 31 times - no 
mean feat!

With the win, Colorpress were tied with 
Protea Hotel Mossel Bay in fi rst place, followed 
by Orion B2G2 in 2nd and PYC Element.

During the night, a weather system passed 
through the area and the teams woke up to a 
rainy, cloudy and foggy day that was sure to 
challenge them. Doug Alison decided early 
on that he would set the final compulsory 
course, the ‘sausage’ - and because of the shifty 
conditions it took almost two hours to get the 
course set properly.

With a SW wind varying between 6 and 
12 knots, the fl eet got away cleanly and it was 
Rob Archibald and Andrew Ward sailing RYC 
Challenger Orion, for Redhouse Yacht Club, 
who led the fl eet away. They would lead for the 
fi rst two rounds and then suddenly it all went 
wrong and they were mid fl eet. I asked after the 
race what had happened and had a great laugh 
with them when they explained that they ‘had 

simply run out of talent’ on the third beat!
Behind RYC Challenger Orion, it was PYC 

Element, followed closely by Orion B2G2, 
Colorpress, Ells Teeth, UCT Maverick and Team 
Intasure Marine Insurance. This front pack 
would trade blows constantly and at the end 
of the race it was Giovanninni and Progli who 
crossed the line fi rst on Team Intasure Marine 
Insurance, followed closely by Ricky Robinson 
on Orion B2G2 and Greg Davis on Colorpress. 
As the leaders fi nished, the wind started to die 
and the last few teams were unable to fi nish in 
the required time.

Once again, the day’s results shuffl ed the 
standings and now Colorpress and Orion B2G2 
were tied for first place, followed by Team 
Intasure Marine Insurance, three points behind. 
With the three compulsory courses now sailed, 
the pressure was off Doug Alison, the Race 
Officer, and the remaining courses could be 
shortened if necessary. Under the terms of the 
‘Deed of Gift’, all Lipton courses have to be 12 
miles long. The compulsory courses have to be 
sailed and they cannot be shortened. For the 
remaining courses, any course can be set, but 
the recommended courses are either windward/
leeward courses or an Olympic triangle/
sausage/triangle course.

With the weather settled again the next day, 
racing was started promptly at 11h30. After a 
signifi cant wind shift, the race was abandoned 
and restarted once the course had been reset. 
After ‘running out of talent’ the day before, RYC 
Challenger Orion exuded talent. Never putting 
a foot wrong, Rob Archibald and Andrew Ward 
led from start to fi nish. It was the fi rst time in 
the history of Lipton Cup a team from Redhouse 
Yacht Club had won a race!

Competition was always close as can be seen from this mark rounding. 
pic by Trevor Wilkins
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With the lead tied, it was clear that the 
big battle of the day was going to be between 
Colorpress and Orion B2G2. Robinson got away 
cleanly and was lying in second place until 
half way round the course, when Andrea and 
Markus slipped through to grab second place. 
With Davis hard on their heels, Orion B2G2 
worked hard to maintain their third place, but 
were unable to fend off a tacking duel, on the 
last beat, with Colorpress . 

Once again the leaderboard was shuffl ed 
and leading by a single point was Colorpress, 
just ahead of Orion B2G2, and only one point 
behind them, was Team Intasure Marine 
Insurance. Three boats were vying for the Cup 
and the next four were in the hunt for fourth 
place. It was the closest Lipton Cup ever.

Day fi ve brought very light winds and racing 
was postponed early, so the crews didn’t have to 
bob around the bay. The wind started to fi ll in 
around 13h00 and a windward/leeward course 
was laid. After a General Recall and a big wind 
shift, racing was started and on crossing the 
line, the fl eet immediately split into two groups. 
One group going towards the land and the other 
group out into the bay.

Watching from the water, it was diffi cult to 
see who was leading and even though numerous 
boats crossed during the beat, no one was clear 
who had the advantage. At the top mark, it was 
Robinson on Orion B2G2 who was fi rst around, 
followed by Ewald Sternagel sailing Transvaal 
Yacht Club’s TYC Lipton Cup Challenge, and 
Luke Wagner on PYC Challenger.

With spinnakers up, the fl eet sailed down 
to the leeward marks and once again, there 
were gains and losses. Now it was TYC Lipton 
Challenge who rounded fi rst, followed by Orion 
B2G2 and PYC Element.

As the lead boats headed up to the weather 
mark again, the wind died to a zephyr and the 
deck was completely reshuffl ed. Suddenly, at 
the weather mark, there was a new leader. Team 
Intasure Marine Insurance were ahead, followed 
closely by TYC Lipton Cup Challenger, and 
Protea Hotel Mossel Bay.

With the wind dying inshore, the weather 
mark was moved further into the bay. The 
fleet bunched up and an epic battle for the 
win ensued. It was expert light wind sailor 
Ewald Sternagel who crossed fi rst, followed by 
Davis and then Giovannini and Progli. Battling 
the really light breeze, the Durban teams had 
faltered and their chances of winning had 
slipped away. Now, the only team that could 
take the Lipton Cup away from the defending 
champion Colorpress was Team Intasure Marine 
Insurance! To do this, they would have to make 
sure that they fi nished in the front pack, with at 
least three boats between them and Davis.

With everything now resting on the final 
day, it was up to the False Bay Yacht Club team 
to sit on Colorpress and control the race from 
the start. During the dial up for the start, they 
forced Davis to make an error, which meant he 
had to do a penalty turn. Clearly the game was 
on as Intasure got away cleanly. 

On the last downwind leg, Team Intasure 
Marine Insurance made a huge push and they 
rounded the fi nal mark with the required three-
boat buffer. Now it was the final beat to the 
finish and during this leg, Colorpress clawed 
back a place to cross the fi nish line with only 
two boats between them. This meant that the 
teams were tied for fi rst place!

As is usual, the total results were considered 
and while both teams had won a race, it was 
Andrea Giovanninni and Markus Progli who had 
placed second twice and False Bay Yacht Club’s 
Team Intasure Marine Insurance was the new 
Lipton Cup champion!

Just after their win, Andrea told me that 
winning the Lipton Cup Challenge was 
something he had dreamed of since he started 

sailing. Markus echoed his sentiments. This 
team of young sailors, aged from 13 to 29, have 
climbed the Everest of South African Offshore 
Sailing and won against the most experienced 
team ever to defend the Cup. 

Congratulations to Andrea Giovannini 
and Markus Progli and Team Intasure Marine 
Insurance.  �

Results
1 False Bay Yacht Club  Team Intasure Marine Insurance  Andrea Giovannini/Markus Progli
1 Knysna Yacht Club  Colorpress  Greg Davis
3 Transvaal Yacht Club  TYC Lipton Cup Challenge  Ewald Sternagel
4 Redhouse Yacht Club  RYC Challenger - Orion  Robert Archibald/Andrew Ward 
4 Royal Cape Yacht Club  Ells Teeth  Guido Verhovert
6 Royal Natal Yacht Club  Orion B2G2  Ricky Robinson
6 Theewater Sports Club  Protea Hotel Mossel Bay  Gerry Hegie/James Largier
8 Point Yacht Club  PYC Element  Luke Wagner
9 Defence Yacht Club (Navy)  MSC Donna Mia Always  Kader Williams/Dave Shilton
10 UCT Yacht Club  UCT Maverick  Neil Malan
11 Zeekoevlei Yacht Club  Maverick Meerkat  Heidi Burger
12 Diocesan College Yacht Club  JML1  Murray Bampfi eld-Duggan
13 Gordon’s Bay Yacht Club  Escape  Rodney Tanner
14 George Lakes Yacht Club  Knysna Challenger  Anthony Parker
15 Saldanha Bay Yacht Club  Esmeralda  Bernard
16 Algoa Bay Yacht Club  AON Challenger  Jim Foot
17 Lake Deneys Yacht Club  Tatoosh  Oliver Cribb
18 Mossel Bay Yacht & Boat Club  Parental Guidance  Pieter de Villiers
19 Benoni Sailing Club  Welsh Witch  John Young

While positions changed regularly during racing, here the FBYC entry Intasure leads the fl eet and ultimately won 
the event.                                                                                                                                                                     pic by Trevor Wiklins

The Royal Natal Yacht Club entry were well in contention after four races until the fi fth race put paid to any 
aspirations they had of winning overall.                                                                                                           pic by Trevor Wiklins
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