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The surprise, the twister, came in the 
final race of the regatta. The 2007 edition 
of the Lipton Challenge in Table Bay 
probably had enough surprises as it was, 
fluky weather from dead calms to rough 
seas, challenging windshifts and some 
amazing close finishes, along with a close 
to record entry of 29 boats from clubs 
around the country and Walvis Bay.

It was, as the sailors themselves said, 
a hard-fought, tough and exciting regatta. 
Going into the final race, just a couple 
of points separated the top contenders. 
The result was still open, and the 20-
knot north-wester was at an angle to the 
prevailing short swells, making for tricky, 
choppy conditions.

The surprise guest stars who made the 
day were a pod of whales. “Hey, look at 
that!” said someone on Mike Daly’s 60-
foot powerboat Obsession, with Mike on 
the wheel as it followed the fleet to the 
mark off Milnerton. “Is this the Lipton Cup, 
or are we watching Moby Dick?”

Between the fleet and the upwind mark 
the massive tail flukes of a whale swayed 
high above the water, and for a moment 

it was almost as if the racing yachts were 
Captain Ahab’s longboats under sail, with 
the bowmen reaching for harpoons.

Sailing as bowman in the all-women 
team with Judy Provoyeur on Auto Atlantic 
BMW, Louise Meek was amazed. “We 
were almost on a collision course with two 
whales. We had to dodge around them. 
They were just a couple of boat lengths 
away. We could even see the barnacles on 
their backs!”

There can’t be too many sailing regattas 
in the world that can boast whales as a 
hazard of the course, yet the big cetaceans 
have been there eyeing a couple of recent 
Cape regattas. Not only a big tourism 
drawcard, worth far more to SA in tourist 
euros than they fetch as clandestine sushi 
dishes, they are an inspiring sight in waters 
that just a few decades ago hosted both the 
Norwegian and Japanese whaling fleets.

The Lipton regatta began on a decided 
up note on a bright sunlit Table Bay, with a 
good 18-knot breeze, and choppy seas. At 
the end of the obligatory rectangle course, 
defending champions Daly’s Insurance, 
with Gareth Blanckenberg helming, were 

just two boat lengths ahead of Royal Cape’s 
Greenlight as they crossed the finish line. 
Said Daly’s co-skipper Greg Davis: “It was 
extremely close racing, very close.”

Clearly a factor that ramped the 
competition up a couple of notches was the 
presence of two keen Shosholoza sailors 
fresh from their America’s Cup adventures 
in Valencia. Shosholoza skipper Mark 
Sadler, skippering the the Royal Natal boat 
Orion, had a clear mandate to win and so 
take the next event to Durban as a fitting 
celebration for RNYC’s 150th anniversary. 
Also contending was Shosholoza main-
trimmer, David Rae, sailing the Transvaal 
Yacht Club boat Bumbo Saxum Insurance.

In the first race, Orion had been 
momentarily in the lead on the last leg, but 
then lost out in a tacking duel with Daly’s, 
in the process also allowing Greenlight, 
skippered by father-and-son team Dave 
and Roger Hudson, to slip ahead. So 
Sadler had to be content with third place. 
“I’m happy with that,” he said. “We made 
a few tactical mistakes, and let Daly’s get 
inside us, but our goal was to come in the 
top three, and keep the pressure on the 

other guys.”
Fourth were Zeekoevlei Yacht Club, 

edging the Transvaal entry into fifth place. 
Rae was also happy with the TYC placing. 
“This is my first time on an L26 for 12 
years, and all my crew are new to the 
boat, so we are on a learning curve.”

The first race also saw an impressive 
showing by the young sailors from the 
Izivunguvungu School in Simonstown, 
sailing for Imperial Yacht Club. Co-skippers 
Asenathi Jim and Seiraj Jacobs put in a 
stunning performance on MSC Foundation 
for Youth to take sixth place. Asenathi, 
from the Eastern Cape, won the L26 class 
at the MSC regatta in Durban recently, and 
he was clearly chuffed with his result.

After the promising start, the Monday 
proved a wipe-out. “It was impossible to 
set a course, there was no wind to speak 
of,” said Race Officer Doug Allison. The 
only relief from the tedium on the bay was 
a water fight between the journalists on 
The Press Gang, the Izivunguvungu crew 
on MSC Foundation and the Defence Yacht 
Club on Cape Agulhas.

In the light westerly for the second race 
on the Tuesday, Sadler did indeed keep the 
pressure on, reading the big wind shifts in 
the second race skilfully to take second 
place, although Orion was unable to catch 
the young Zeekoevlei team on Alexandra 
Security, which led from the start.

“It was as perfect a race as you can 
get,” said ZYC co-skipper Paul Willcox. 
“We had a good start, right on the pin, 
and we managed to get all the wind-
shifts right.” As proof of that the ZYC boat 
crossed the finish line a clear four minutes 
ahead of Orion, to move to first place on 
overall placings, although Orion was level-
pegging on points, and looking decidedly 
dangerous.

Defenders Daly’s Insurance by contrast 
had a dismal seventh place, after what 
Greg Davis described as ‘a terrible start’. 
Lipton rules take no prisoners and allow 
no discards, so the added points were not 
welcome. Daly’s got squeezed on the start 
line by Greenlight, and both boats got 
caught on the wrong side of shifts, with 
Greenlight nonetheless fighting back to 
take a fifth place, giving them third place 
overall.

The wind shifts left a number of top 
boats flat-footed, while letting through 
boats usually further down the fleet. The 
Fish Hoek Beach entry Bayside Hooligan 
came through into jubilant third place after 
a tack out to sea had put them on the right 
side.

UCT yacht Lipton UCT, sponsored by 
Lipton to highlight their ‘Get Out and Play’ 
marketing theme, were delighted with a 
fourth place. Said skipper William Norton, 
“We did this with a broken spinnaker pole, 
so we had a brilliant day.”

On the Wednesday the breeze came 
through, albeit reluctantly. It took two 
starts and a general recall before Race 
Officer Doug Allison had a race on the 
go, with the 10 to 12-knot breeze veering 
from north-westerly to westerly, making for 
some close and tricky racing. Defenders 
Daly’s Insurance managed to hold off all 
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comers to be first over the finish line.
Said co-skipper and helmsman 

Blanckenberg: “It was very close, very 
tight. But hopefully there should be about 
three more races, and we can move back 
up in the placings.”

Transvaal’s Bumbo Saxum Insurance 
also read the shifts well to take a hard-
fought second place, with Rae edging his 
Shosholoza team mate Sadler on the Royal 
Natal boat back into third place.

On Orion, Sadler was happy with 
his third place. “We were in the lead at 
one point, but we gave that away, and 
were then pushed down into third. But 
our aim is to be in the top three, and we 
are achieving that.” On Greenlight, the 
Hudsons had to be content with fourth 
place while the Zeekoevlei boat took an 
unexpected drop to fifth place after their 
clear lead the previous day.

The consistent sailing by Orion had 
at that point put them in the key top spot 
on the leader board, with eight points, 
with only one point each between the 
next three boats, Daly’s on 9, Zeekoevlei’s 
Alexandra Security on 10, and Royal 
Cape’s Greenlight on 11. With just two 
more days to go, it was tight.

On Thursday, the penultimate day, a 
good 12-knot breeze enabled Doug Allison 
to get a race started shortly after noon, and 
so get in the two races he wanted. Choppy 
seas again made for intensely competitive 
sailing, but the gremlin that frustrated the 
aims of Royal Natal yacht Orion to retain 
their overall points lead was kelp.

Following two days of northwesterly 

winds, the bay was thick with floating 
clumps of seaweed. Wrapped around the 
keel or rudder of a yacht, it does not help 
boat speed, as Orion found to their cost. 
Said Sadler: “We picked up kelp at one 
point in the second race, and I think it cost 
us a couple of places before we could get 
rid of it. It was a pain.”

On Greenlight, the crew saw lots of 
kelp, but were vigilant. “We had a guy 
on permanent kelp watch,” said Roger 
Hudson, “so we managed to avoid it.” On 
Daly’s Insurance the yacht picked up kelp 
in the first race. “That’s par for the course 
on this bay,” said Davis. “You just have to 
get rid of it as quickly as possible. We keep 
a special ‘flossing’ stick to do just that.”

If Mark Sadler was feeling frustrated 
at Orion’s performance, it was with good 
reason. Royal Natal had seen their slender 
lead evaporate and reverse in the day’s 
racing. Going into the day, Royal Natal 
had been overall points leader, one point 
ahead of defending champs Theewaters. 
In the first race Orion placed second, but 
Daly’s had beaten them across the line, 
so they were level-pegging at the top of 
the log. At the end of the second race, 
after a thrilling finish in which the three 
top boats were all in contention almost to 
the line, Daly’s was back at the top, just 
one point ahead of Orion, although in 
the race both had lost out to Royal Cape’s 
Greenlight, with Daly’s second and Orion 
third. Zeekoevlei’s Alexandra Securities 
again sailed well to score a fourth place 
just ahead of Transvaal Yacht Club in both 
races.

The scene was set for a cliff-hanging 
finish on the final day, since a race 
committee ruling earlier in the week meant 
there would be only one race. While the 
lead had changed hands throughout the 
regatta, Sadler and the Royal Natal team 
which included the well-honed talents of 
Mikey Joubert, had two seconds and three 
thirds to their credit, but had yet to win a 
race.

To take the Lipton Cup back to Durban 
they needed not just a win, but a couple 
of placings between themselves and 
Theewater Sports Club. With a big westerly 
swell running and an 20-knot north-wester 
slicing off the tops of the waves, anything 
could happen. Then the presence of the 
whales added a further visual surprise to 
the drama.Greenlight seemed to be in 
the lead momentarily after the start, but 
by the first windward mark, Blackenberg 
had helmed Daly’s firmly into the lead, 
rounding the mark a good 15 seconds 
or more ahead of Orion. Downwind, 
despite a new high performance spinnaker, 
Sadler was unable to close the gap, and 
at the windward mark on the second lap, 
Daly’s had extended their lead, revelling 
in the tough conditions, and Royal Cape’s 
Greenlight had edged into third place. 
The placings held to the finish line and the 
blast of hooters that announced Theewater 
Sports Club’s successful defence of the 
Lipton Cup.

Back on shore Davis, Blackenberg, and 
crewmen Rick Nankin, Ian Wolmarans and 
Hein de Jamaer sprayed each other with 
bubbly as the TV cameras whirred.

The winning crew. L-R. Gareth Blanckenberg, Rick Nankin, Mike Daly, Greg Davis, Hein de Jamaer and Ian Wolmarans.  pic by Trevor Wilkins
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Said Shosholoza skipper Sadler: “Those 
guys manage to get a boat speed we just 
can’t match at the moment. This was 
incredible sailing. But we will be back 
next year, I hope, if I get invited again. It 
has been a great regatta.” At a guess, such 
an invitation is on the cards. Said Royal 
Natal Commodore Chris Frost: “Mark and 
his team did a great job, but our club also 
owes a big debt of thanks to Ellian Perch 
for all his sponsorship and enthusiasm, 
which made our participation possible.”

But if it was boat-speed that proved 
to be RNYC’s nemesis, Greg Davis in 
turn puts the Daly’s boat-speed down 
to the helming of his co-skipper, Gareth 
Blackenberg. “The way Gareth steers the 
boat is phenomenal. He is always in the 
groove and very flat, and he has a big 
part to play with the boat speed. He steers 
very differently to other guys. I think it as 
a lot to do with his single-handed Laser 
experience. He really is on the ball. He’s 
done a lot of time on the water, three 
months in Italy before the regatta, and that 

counts a lot. But that’s backed up by everybody on the boat, and 
Rick in particular. They know instinctively when to tweak things 
to get speed.”

No mean sailor himself, Dave Hudson said of his rivals:”They 
just sail better. It’s not just one thing - its helming, trimming, 
tactics, it’s a whole package. This was definitely one of the 
toughest Lipton Cups I have sailed in, and also one of the best 
organized.”

Despite the controversy a year ago on the call for a different 
class of boat for the regatta, Hudson and other sailors gave clear 
backing to the L26 class. “Next year will be the 25th year that 
Lipton has been sailed in L26s, and I think they lend themselves 
to very competitive sailing,” he said, echoing Sadler’s remark 
prior to the regatta that “the L26 is a great boat for the event.”

Paul Willcox agrees. “It may be a bit slower than some more 
modern designs, but that is what makes for very tight, tactical 
sailing.”

If Hudson’s prediction is correct, this could see a few 
more L26’s hunted down and refurbished for next year’s event. 
Designer Angelo Lavranos writes that he designed the boat in 
1978 at the instigation of Dave Cox, who did much to promote 
the class and also drew up the class rules. Angelo notes that a 
total of 84 were built, so no doubt there are a good number of 
the yachts awaiting some TLC to prepare them for next year’s 
event, which will also celebrate the centenary of Sir Thomas 
Lipton’s original Deed of Gift.

Just where the next Lipton regatta will be held was still 
an open question at the time of writing, but as winners, the 
nomination of the venue rests with Theewater Sports Club. “We 
are talking to a number of clubs,” said club commodore Tony 
Strutt. “Royal Natal, Langebaan, False Bay and some other clubs 
are all interested. Royal Cape did a fantastic job in hosting this 
last event for us. But no decision has been made yet. I think our 
task is to agree as to where it would be best for the event itself, 
so we can keep up the tremendous momentum that has been 
generated.”  •

Results
1 Theewater Sports Club  Dalys Insurance  G Davis & G Blanckenberg
2 Royal Natal Yacht Club  Orion  Mark Sadler
3 Royal Cape Yacht Club  Greenlight  Dave & Roger Hudson
4 Zeekoevlei Yacht Club  Alexandra Security  Paul & Graeme Willcox
5 Transvaal Yacht Club  Rote Hexe “Bumbo”  David Rae
6 UCT Yacht Club  Lipton UCT  William Norton
7 Algoa Bay Yacht Club  Isuzu Challenger  Simon Baer
8 Mountain Yacht Club  Mac A Tini  P Hill & T Swana
9 Hout Bay Yacht Club  Bandito  Rian Turner
10 Traditional Boat Ass.  Team Escape/West Coast Pakaging  Rodney Tanner
11 Hermanus Yacht Club  JML 3  D Batley/M Burricks
12 Cape Radio Yacht Club  Auto Atlantic BMW  Judy Provoyeur
13 Pennant Nine Yacht  Club Wine Ou’s  Peter Roeloffze
14 Walvis Bay Yacht Club  Elsumo  Bjorn Geiger
15 Fish Hoek Beach SC Baysider Hooligan  John Leslie
16 Florida Yacht Club  Warlock Parasailor  Ian Slatem & Ross Dyer
17 Imperial Yacht Club  MSC Foundation for Youth  A Jim & S Jacobs
18 Hottentots Holland BSC  Honda Marine  Richard Poole
19 False Bay Yacht Club  Shrek  Derek Frey
20 Lake Deneys Yacht Club  Tatoosh  Simon Farrington
21 Langebaan Yacht Club  Black Line Designs  N Black & D Warmerda
22 Diocesan College YC  JML 1  Seb Thompson
23 Gordons Bay Yacht Club  Blue Tango  Acton Plunkett
24 Port Owen Yacht Club  Ell’s Teeth  M Shrosbree/H Traut
25 Saldanha Bay Yacht Club  Esmeralda  Bernard Farmer
26 Voelvlei Yacht Club The Press Gang  Matthew Thomas
27 DYC (WP)  Cape Agulhas  Andre Bester 

Typical Table Bay conditions - but good testing racing nonetheless.  pic by Trevor Wilkins

The Royal Natal Yacht Club entry, Orion, fought hard to win the right to host the event in Durban next year, the 150th Anniversary of the Club, but had to be content with 
being runners-up.  pic by Trevor Wilkins
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Rick in particular. They know instinctively when to tweak things 
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just sail better. It’s not just one thing - its helming, trimming, 
tactics, it’s a whole package. This was definitely one of the 
toughest Lipton Cups I have sailed in, and also one of the best 
organized.”

Despite the controversy a year ago on the call for a different 
class of boat for the regatta, Hudson and other sailors gave clear 
backing to the L26 class. “Next year will be the 25th year that 
Lipton has been sailed in L26s, and I think they lend themselves 
to very competitive sailing,” he said, echoing Sadler’s remark 
prior to the regatta that “the L26 is a great boat for the event.”

Paul Willcox agrees. “It may be a bit slower than some more 
modern designs, but that is what makes for very tight, tactical 
sailing.”

If Hudson’s prediction is correct, this could see a few 
more L26’s hunted down and refurbished for next year’s event. 
Designer Angelo Lavranos writes that he designed the boat in 
1978 at the instigation of Dave Cox, who did much to promote 
the class and also drew up the class rules. Angelo notes that a 
total of 84 were built, so no doubt there are a good number of 
the yachts awaiting some TLC to prepare them for next year’s 
event, which will also celebrate the centenary of Sir Thomas 
Lipton’s original Deed of Gift.

Just where the next Lipton regatta will be held was still 
an open question at the time of writing, but as winners, the 
nomination of the venue rests with Theewater Sports Club. “We 
are talking to a number of clubs,” said club commodore Tony 
Strutt. “Royal Natal, Langebaan, False Bay and some other clubs 
are all interested. Royal Cape did a fantastic job in hosting this 
last event for us. But no decision has been made yet. I think our 
task is to agree as to where it would be best for the event itself, 
so we can keep up the tremendous momentum that has been 
generated.”  •

Results
1 Theewater Sports Club Dalys Insurance G Davis & G Blanckenberg
2 Royal Natal Yacht Club Orion Mark Sadler
3 Royal Cape Yacht Club Greenlight Dave & Roger Hudson
4 Zeekoevlei Yacht Club Alexandra Security Paul & Graeme Willcox
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10 Traditional Boat Ass. Team Escape/West Coast Pakaging Rodney Tanner
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12 Cape Radio Yacht Club Auto Atlantic BMW Judy Provoyeur
13 Pennant Nine Yacht Club Wine Ou’s Peter Roeloffze
14 Walvis Bay Yacht Club Elsumo Bjorn Geiger
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17 Imperial Yacht Club MSC Foundation for Youth A Jim & S Jacobs
18 Hottentots Holland BSC Honda Marine Richard Poole
19 False Bay Yacht Club Shrek Derek Frey
20 Lake Deneys Yacht Club Tatoosh Simon Farrington
21 Langebaan Yacht Club Black Line Designs N Black & D Warmerda
22 Diocesan College YC JML 1 Seb Thompson
23 Gordons Bay Yacht Club Blue Tango Acton Plunkett
24 Port Owen Yacht Club Ell’s Teeth M Shrosbree/H Traut
25 Saldanha Bay Yacht Club Esmeralda Bernard Farmer
26 Voelvlei Yacht Club The Press Gang Matthew Thomas
27 DYC (WP) Cape Agulhas Andre Bester 

Typical Table Bay conditions - but good testing racing nonetheless.  pic by Trevor Wilkins

The Royal Natal Yacht Club entry, Orion, fought hard to win the right to host the event in Durban next year, the 150th Anniversary of the Club, but had to be content with 
being runners-up.  pic by Trevor Wilkins
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