
COAST 
There's a 22 et. investment opportunity wa in~iil~~ re available. It could even cost less! But 

for you in the Mediterranean blue and white water- don' t delay your visit. 
world of Marina Da Gama. Spend a lot of time here, Good property, like good news, moves fast! 
travelling the waterways, talking to the islanders. Telephone 8-1181, all hours. Or write for 
Then spend a little money and make it all yours. your DA GAMA Homemakers' Kit to: The Visitors' 

R900 secures your site. R45 a month retains it. Centre, P.O. Box 10, Muizenberg, 7627. 

John Growse & Associates 

SPACE A GE ELECTRONICS 
~DEPTH SOUNDER 160 

• Solid state adjustable light - brilliant in sunshine - soft glow in darkness 
• Transwcer bonds direc.tly t.o inside of hull eliminating through-hull fittings, fairing blocks etc. 
• Space a.ge transducer with sideways cable needs only 45 mm space 
• Three times the power of equivalent echo sounders 
• Three ranges giving readings in feet, metres or fathoms 
• Detailed underwater information includes indication of type of bottom plus indication of fish 

shoals. 

~COMMAND AUTOPILOT 
• For sailboats and powerboats - for wheel and tiller steering 
• Space age technology has designed out the unreliability and instability associated with small 

craft autopilots 
• Untiring automatic helmsmen uses a moderate 3 amps of power 
• Optional extra is a hand-held remote override allowing you to steer from anywhere on the 

boat! 

Sole S.A. Agents for SPACE AGE ELECTRONICS LTD. 
Ask for Mr P. Meiring at address below or after hours phone Paarl 27520 

FARYMANN DIESEL CAPE (PTY .) LTD. 
34 Textile Street, Huguenot, Cape. P.O. Box 65 Huguenot, 7645. Telephone Paarl (0251) 25871/2/3/4. Tel. Add. "Farydiesel". 

Telex 75-0400 
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~DINGHYDOM 
in many of the races. 

The Hobies started five minutes after the 
Paper Tigers, but at no stage caught the leading 
Paper Tigers. 

Three Paper Tiger selection regattas are to 
be held , starting with one at Chelmsford on 

October l 0, 11 and 12, to choose a team for 
the world championships in Easter. 

The Association is hard at fund gathering 
and has raised R l OOO from selling balloons. 
They are also raffling a new fibre glass Paper 
Tiger. 

Chelmsford Dam is set to become a big 
yachting centre as it is convenient - half way 
between Johannesburg and Durban - and the 
dam wall is being raised which will provide 
more water. The Parks Board are providing 
more facilities . 

w. P. Championship 
By Jim Gow 
GOOD ORGANISATION and staffing put 

fast-moving zip into the WPSA champion
ship regatta at Zeekoe Vlei in early September. 

One of the new things which helped the 
pace was the use of separate start and finish 
lines laid from suitably-anchored keel boats 
contributed by Willy Combrink and Eric Bon
gers. Lynn Keen did a three-day, six-race stint 
at the sta rt line and Mary Marshal l at the finish. 
Excep t for gunners on both boats all the crew 
work was done, faultlessly, by women. Sadly 
there were no Women's Year burgees to fly 
while Mary and Lynne made Western Province 
yachting history. 

A chilly, blustering southerly throughout 
discouraged loafing around; especially when 
wet, and the drop-out rate forced the number 
sai ling well below the 220 en tries received from 
ten classes. This of course made ability , stamina 
and new ideas like youth, fitness and good 
health unfair advantages and any crew sai ling 
and finishing every race could hardly help being 
in the top bracket. 

Cold for the first race had tillers and sheets 
drifting loose from frozen fingers and capsized 
crews visibly listless after the second dunking as 
stamina went down with degrees Celsius. A 
good rescue fleet, augmented by University and 
Imperial and private owners, was constantly 
busy and well aware of the hypothermia danger 
in the conditions. 

Ali Serritslev made sure he and his Finn 
were in full regatta trim and sai led his lonely 
way into the nightmare problem of which first 
place of six to discard. In fairness there were 
three Finns which finished all races without 
reaching the prize table. Chris Marshall made 
fourth overall ; C Weir, adding to his club record 
of consistent competence, was seventh ; and J 
Waller, new in the fleet but promising on this 
performance, was ninth overal l without scoring 
be tter than a seventh place but scoring every 
time. 

With Rolph Hildesheim back in Enterprises 
he and Duncan and Lisa Compton-James were a 
match pair for the title with Peter Wallner a 
hovering and distinctly threatening third man. 
Two retirements wiped out the benefits of his 
second and a third and Rolph lost the title to 
Duncan and Lisa by three tenths of a point. It 
couldn't happen to a more deserving pair . The 
class en try size meant that only an odd Enter
prise or two stayed ashore and the ratio of 
starters and finishers to entries was well above 
the average of other classes. 

Extras topped the en try size with 41 boats 
and kept up a good ratio of starters till the final 
stages when ·even the milder conditions of the 
last race cou ld not heal the frostbite scars of 
the ear ly ones. By then the skippers who have 
been cl im bing in the class had a ball and 
squeezed out the establishment. Imperial's Greg 
Davies and a full hand of firsts and a second 
w011 in the boat he made himself after building 
a schoo l project Dabchick. Wally Wolters or 
Vogelvlei hit another of the bad patches which 

so often dog his brilliant sai ling and chop him 
back to runner-up. Wally has deserved better 
for a long time. Elsewhere in the fleet Lesley 
Johnston, Gavin Bruce, Andy Rumbelow, I. 
Donald and Colin Sharwood took the event 
seriously and never gave up trying to finish 
well. 

National champion Gerard Norris could 
hardly have picked a worse time to try recover
ing from a flu session and was wise to opt out 
of the last two races. 

Sprog owners were delighted with 21 boats, 
all in sound racing condition and strongly navy 
orientated by crews from the SA Navy Sailing 
Association. Bob Irlam and Willy Combrink 
have done a fine job with Sprog build-up at a 
steady one-a-week on Zeekoe Vlei and Zandvlei 
mustering strongly. Graliam Dibb and Robert 
Schlacter, from Natal but sailing for SA SA, 
slapped down the locals, no mean feat, with 
three firsts, two seconds and a discarded retire
ment. Etienne van Cuyck broke through for 
one first and Steve Meek grabbed the other two 
for the Navy. Imperial's Louw twins did well to 
make fourth overall and Dave Evans, down 
from Hermanus, showed again that he would be 
a champion if he put sailing before farming. 

None of the top seven Sprogs missed starting 
a single race and, between them, they had only 
three retirements. It looks as though the im
portance of spending a season or two working 
up ski lls witl1 main , jib and helm before taking 
on trapeze and spinnaker handling is starting to 
be realised by the potential champions of yet 
another generation. 

Even their greatest lover has to admit that if 
the Flying Dutchmen are to keep their provin
cial stripes as Olympic, International and 
National dinghies they must show more willing 
than they did in this regatta. Eight entries 
meant no title series but, of these, three did not 
sail at all con tributing to a mere 16 starts out of 
a possible 48. Dennis Woodward, who is keep
ing the class alive and rea lly doing his best for 
it, and J ohn Largier of Hermanus, shared the 
total of six scoring finishes. 

When design and class promotion are riding 
a selle rs' market the Tempos must also look to 
their strength. Various things have weakened 
support for a boat which, within the limitations 
of national competition, can offer a lot to 
novice and skilled crews. Dinghies do not sell 
themselves and no class is stronger than its 
promotion and, while Peter Smith and others 
have dripped blood and sweat and midnight oil 
for the class, they are not winning because they 
are not being supported by owners who seem 
content to let capital rot away in boat parks. 

An entry of 15 was nothing to boast in the 
first case, but the comp leted score sheet is no 
masterpiece of inspired competition. Of the 
nine boats which did not finish a single race, 
one did not appear at all and four re tired in the 
first race - obviously floated out to "make up 
the number" and floated back even more 52 
martly. Two more boats fini hed only one race Ill. 

each and only one race had as many as five ,,. 
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Sounds alive for '75 

Au todek CIT A TI ON In dash combination 
8 Track with FM /SW from 25-75 metres 
• Frequency response 50-10, OOOHz 
• 4 Watts per channel • 4-8 Ohm 
loudspeakers • Dimensions: 160L x 155W 
x 44H . 

Autodek ELDORADO In dash combina
tion 4 track with FM /SW from 25-75 
metres • Frequency response 50-10, OOO 
Hz • 4 Watts per channel • 4-8 Ohm 
loudspeakers• Dim ensions: 160L x 155W 
x 44H 

Autodek KING OF THE ROAD Compact 
in dash cassette with FM/AM • Auto
matic stop, fast forward, volume, 
balance and tone control • Output 5W 
per channel • Frequency response 
50-10, OOOH z • 4-8 Ohm speakers• 
Dimensions 170L x 177W x 45H . 

Autodek CASSETTE CONVERTER 
Converts a 8 track stereo tape player 
to cassette. 

AVAILABLE FROM ALL 
LEADING SHOPS 
AND STORES 
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5~ W.P I CHAMPS 
finishers! 

Worst su ffe rers in thi s sad scene were Willi 
Lindeman who fough t heroica lly to fini sh races 
and score and must have a hu ll packed with 
fort itude; Peter Largier and his crew who must 
enjoy better compe titi on at home on Stof Vlei; 
Gordon Hew land who never gave up trying to 
snatch a win from Arthur Wilding; and John 
Clarke who is a sound prospect for future 
events in the class. 

Spearheads raised l 2 boats and also had a 
rathe r sad racing record. The first race had four 
finishes - and that was their best effort 
throughout. 

This and some other records start the 
thought that conforming to the ten-boat ru le to 
the letter needs to be backed noticeably in the 
spiri t before a province thinks in terms of titles. 
Wh o is being kidded when shaky hulls are 
persuaded out to the start line by disinterested 
crews mustered for the first race by keen 
types? At best this tacti c brings in entry fees, 
but when did regattas switch from competivc 

WPSA Trophy Secretary Jack Mouat is "tag
ged" while Commodore Okker Schimming 
looks on . (BELOW) 

A bouquet for Shelagh lrlam, wife of Bob 
(Sprog) lrlam, who did the official opening. 
Rear commodore Tom Webb (left) and Com
modore Okker Schimming applaud and admire. 

At the opening cruise of Imperial Yacht Club at 
Sandvlei, Muizenberg, Commodore George 
Gibbons was able to report on a productive 
year's sailing, including some notable successes 
by members. 
sai ling to fund raising? 

Also conspicuous in a big fleet on crowded 
water under a brilliant winter sky and co ld 
south-east wind were the boats which hit the 
line on the gun at full bore, go fastest oftenes t, 
carry all sai l wi th all confidence and waste 
nothing of time or effort sliding round marks 
and past anything that floats . Fireballs, with 
more sa il , colour and people aboard th an the 
spcc tacu lar Con tende rs, stood out amo ng the 
ten classes in the championship. European and 
World championships had taken three leading 
crews to France, but 14 stay-at-homes fought a 
superb battle for the provincial tit le . 

Rick Nankin and his crewman, Mickey 
Westmoreland from the keel boat wor ld , cou ld 
not dodge a first-race re tirement and a third 
race brea k for repairs after winning the second 
race. They went into the fourth race with no 
margin for giving any thing away to Kenneth 
Been or Michael Gardener or Mike Paddick 
hovering ominously. Cr isis came in the last 
metres of the last race when a lead position by 
Kenneth and a blob by Rick wou ld have given 
Ken the title. 

In those final metres Rick got his fourth gun 
and the title. 

Michae l Gardener swept in next for second 
overa ll , Mike Kearney snatched hi s second third 
in the series and a fourth p lace finish put 
Kenneth th ird overa ll with Mike Paddick next . 
A rea l p leasure to watch. 

Andics were outstanding with 13 ex
perienced crews showing what joy a main, 
for sai l, spin naker and trapeze ca n give he lms-

The MP for Simonstown, John Wiley, right , 
opened the season at Sandvlei and made a 
special plea to the Marina da Gama to maintain 
as much of their original planning as possible, 
after the recent abandoning of the ocean 
harbour concept. No one is doing more for 
False Bay facilit ies than Mr Wiley . 

Photos: David Baker 

man and forehand on 3,6 me tres of true planing 
hull beautifu lly put together. On ce again Sassie 
and Erna van Tonder led the field with four 
fir sts and a second while Rob Laugh ton and the 
res t of the fl eet really tried to break their 
record. 

Sonnets arc numerous enough to have had 
more than the 17 en tri es they raised for a 
cha111pionship rega tta when fair weather was a 
reasonable hope. In the eve nt it could not have 
been Sonnet weather because th e finishing rate 
was unhappi ly low. Nothing however can lessen 

New Extra champion, Greg Davies of Imperial 
YC. 

Mary and Chris Marshall. Mary is the first 
woman finish line judge appointed for a West
ern Province championship regatta . 

Lyn Keen was judge on the start line boat and, 
with Mary Marshall, made WPSA history. 

the excellent performance of I Melvin, the 
runner-up J Baker and the consistent third 
place of hitLi and Han~ Strauss. 

In their first championship appearance 27 
Lasers entered and quickly adopted Kevin 
Sterling's wrap-around reefing technique. Masts 
arc turned nee or more and the 111ain's area 
reduced to less than the area of the modified rig 
which is not yet avai lable. Boats stayed upright 
although much slower to windwind especia lly 
but, before the end of the series, so many were 
reefed that the speed difference m:ant little. 
TI1crc must be a gamble between "go fast" 
losses and the saving in capsize recovery time 
but, on comfort alone, the reefers gained. 

On the other hand this was all made 
nonsense by John Dommett, now of UCTYC 
but formerly of a ;Hal f'ireball fleet. He ight, 
well distributed weight, overall fitness and 
personal co111pctence let him clean up the 
competition without reefing and conceding 
on ly two firsts, both taken by Vogelvlei' John 
Samuel. 

Bobby Bongers took out a Laser for the first 
tune, probably to ease away any kink s left from 
Fngate's ocean-racing cockpit, and scored third 
overall. It wou ld be interesting to find out how 
many other Admiral's Cup skippers cou ld do 
the same. 

Trophy Secretary Jack Mouat earns top 
marks for his standards, as always, and is m re 
likely than anyone to re-introduce the practice 
of recording kipper ' club on the score sheet 
to re · tore those lost bits of identity and 
inter-club rivalry which do count. Something 

new wou ld be proper co nsidera tion for a 
photographer at the prize giving. Memorable 
portraits arc not taken by lu ck and quick 
g.limpscs of winners between officials. Seldom, 
if ever, is the trophy presenter portrayed as ~he 
really deserves and some worthwhile occasions 
go unreco rded except for pictures of backs of 
necks and retreating champion s. Even a posed 
pause to say "cheese" is better. 

Result s 

Tempos: I , A Wilding ; 2, 
Largier. 

Hcwland ; 3, P 

Finns: l , A Scrritslcv; 2, E Bongers ; 3, B 
Burton-Barbour. 

Extras: l , G Davies; 2, W Wolte rs; 3, I Donald. 

Spearheads: l, J Watcrmeycr. 

Con tenders: l , J. Simpson; 2, K. Lutzc ler: 3, B. 
Hallock. 

FD: I , D Woodward. 

Sprogs: I, G Dibb ; 2, S Meck; 3, Evan Cuy ck . 

En terprises: l , D Compton-James; 2, R Hilde
sheim; 3, P Wallner. 

Sonnets: I , I Melvin; 2, J Baker; 3, H Strauss. 

Lasers: I , J Dommctt; 2, J Samuels; 3, W 
Bongers. 

Andies: I, C van Tonder; 2, R Laughton; 3, W 
Grootendorst. 

Fireballs: I ,R Nankin; 2, M Gardener; 3, K 
Been. 

FIREBALLS I I I 

FIREBALL International South Africa last 
had some of its members participating in an 

international event two years ago in Torbay, 
England when a three-boat team sailed in the 
"Worlds" there obtaining 22nd, 26th and 29th 
places. The folks back home were, needles to 
say (although not showing it), a little disap
pointed, having expected something better. 

This did not deter them , however, and as 
soon as the chaps came home a programme of 
six trials, three to count, was published and 
preparations for the l 97 5 "Worlds", to be held 
in La Rochelle, France forged ahead. These 
plans were to get three, maybe four, crews to 
these Worlds with their own boats! 

The fund-raising portfolio was given to 
Barry Kirk from the Transvaal and he imme
diately got on to the Provincial Fireball Com
mittees with ideas - only R I 0 OOO to raise 
chaps, it ougl1t to be a piece of cake! 

Meanwhile, the first trial, the Natal Cham
pionships with 45 entries, held Durban off
shore, during May 1974 was under way. This 
trial was won by R. Thorpe of Natal, 2nd was 
J.J. Provoycur, and 3rd W. Davy. 

The second trial, which attracted 70 entries, 
was the Transvaal Championships held during 
September at Boskop, near Potchefstroom, 
where Les Nathanson won, followed by Rob 
Wilcox and W. Davy. Five weeks later we were 
at Hendrik Verwoerd Dam where a rather 
unsati sfying trial was held due to lack of wind. 
Nevertheless the cheerful group the re (four of 
tl1e 18 participants were from S.W.A.), will 
probably never forget the dinner party that was 
held at the hotel in Oranjckrag on the Saturday 
night. Terry Clarence won this regatta with W. 
Davy 2nd and R. Wilcox 3rd. 

45 entrants then gathered at hospitable 
Walvis Bay for the S.W.A. 01ampionship, which 
were also the 4 tl1 trial. Tension was mounting 

MAIS OUI! 
even though the series of tria ls was only half 
way through - and this regatta was won by G. 
Meek, 2nd Walter Davy and 3rd J.J. Provoyeur. 

The next outing was the most important of 
all, the Soutl1 African Championships at 
Simonstown, with over 80 Fireballs making it 
tl1e hardest test by fa r. Also important , and 
adding to the tension, was the fact that the 
winner of this trial won selection regardless of 
the other tria ls and also received Springbok 
colours for his effort. 

Anyway, that man Geoff Meek won easi ly 
again with only R. Nathanson and R. Nankin 
winning a race each, while Geoff took the 
others. Second overall was L. Nathanson and 
3rd J .J. Provoyeur. 

The last con test was a disappointing finale 
to this long series of tria ls lasting longer than a 
year because it attracted only about 20 boats to 
East London, with on ly the four crews " in with 
a chance" making up the 111ore compe titive side 
of the fleet. 

L. Nathanson won easi ly with Terry Clar
ence 2nd and J .J. Provoyeur - who had an 
incident on the start line of the second race and 
had his boat holed as a result - finished 3rd. 

At the end of the sixth trial the points read 
as follows, allowing the three discards: L. 
Nathanson - 3, T. Clarence - 1 1, W. Davy -
11,7, J.J . Provoycur - 14,4, R. Wilcox - 19,7. 

The team was therefore: G. Meck/C. 
Bongers; L. Nathanson/J. Ryall; T. Clarence/R. 
Finlay; W. Davey/T. Mccreadie. 56 

J.J. Provoyeur and Rob Meck went a long Iii.. 
with the team, to participate in the French ,.. 

Report By Jean-Jacques Provoyeur 
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Going to Rio or simply cruising you 
will always need a pullover wh ich 
keeps you warm. We will knit you a 
personalised jersey featuring your 
boats' name or your private slogan or 
emblem . 
Orders of 1-5 jerseys R 1 7 ,95 each 
Orders of 6 or more jerseys 

R 15,95 each 
A ful I dozen standard shades avail 
ab le. 

When ordering please specify colour 
of motif and pullover. style (e .g. 
po lo. crew or V neck). si ze and sex 
of wearer plus sleeve length. 
Cash payment with order. 
R. Schrambock, Clyde Street, Hout 
Bay, 7800. Telephone 70-6172. 

CUSTOM BUILT TRAILERS 

MK II F 
For sailing dinghies without dolly 

MK II N 
For powerboats up to 400 kg 

MKI C 

c. 
PETREL ENGINEERS (Pty.) Ltd. 

Dacres Avenue, Epping I ndustria 2 
P.O. Box 136, Epp111dust, 7475 
Phone 53-6694. Telex 57- 7954 S.A. 
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